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ECOFEST Brings Awareness to Community

By Anthony Popkin

This past Saturday, the Activities Programming Committee (APC) and Cool
Kids hosted Cool Kids: Ecofest from 11:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. at the Gym and
Lot I. Throughout the day, nearly 1,000 people attended the event. The pur-
pose of the event was to promote sustainability with kids and adults through
vendors, activities, music, giveaways, and demonstrations.

The vendors were placed throughout the inside and outside of the gym, offer-
ing services and information to those in attendance. In parking lot I, visitors
were allowed to drop off E-scrap free of charge. By the end of the event,
nearly two and a half tractors were filled with E-scrap which normally one
must pay to dispose of. Also in the same lot cars could pull up and switch-out
non-friendly mercury bulbs to those without mercury.

There were numerous ‘green” vehicles, including a Dodge Ram truck that was
converted to run on used vegetable oil, 2 GM fuel cell vehicle, and a two-seat-
ed smart car with the engine in the trunk space.

Inside the gym was sneaker recycling. Recycled sneakers are eventually made
into Astroturf for tracks.

Members of Student Association gave out free biodegradable warer bottles
and pens made out of recycled money and the House of Representatives gave
free spruce tree seedlings and also sold bricks for the five year plan.

Other vendors in actendance included the CCC EPIC & Green Task Force
Committee, CCC Admissions, AAA, Beyond Baskerts, Girl Scouts, Revolu-
tion Hula Hoop Company, Tanglewood Nature Center, White Hawk Ecovil-
lage, and others.

At 11:30 a.m., actendees were treated to a 15 minute presentation of More
than Meets the Eyes at the Planetarium.
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At 12:00 p.m., one-man band Jay Mankita performed for an energized crowd.
His music focused on teaching those in attendance on how to live life green.
His performance included different styles of music and voice. Each song is
specific in ensuring attention is paid rowards sustainability while keeping

things fun.

In actendance at the event was Dr. Floyd Amann, President of CCC, to help
Sara Manley, Speaker of the House of Representatives, and Mickey Lawrence,
Depurty Speaker, unveil the sign for the reforestation project the House of
Representatives has been working on. The reforestation project is a five phase
venture that includes:

+ Phase 1 — Purchasing/placement of trees (completed).

. Phase 2 — Creation and Dedication of Sign (completed).

« Phase 3 — Selling of bricks to create brick path (in-process).

« Phase 4 — Placing of the bricks (not started).

+ Phase 5 — Selling/placement of benches/ trash cans (not started).

If you would like to see the reforestation project, it is located behind the
Science Building parking lot. If you would like to purchase a brick, conract
Mickey Lawrence in the House of Representatives Offce.

Throughout the event, those in attendance had the chance to be entered into
a drawing for a free Trek bicycle from Kingsbury's cyclery. Tickets were given
for each electronic item turned in, for sneakers turned in, and for participating
in other activities.

As the event came to an end, it seemed that these four hours were worth the
time and effort if only a couple of those in attendance took anything from the
lessons to be learned. In all, 25,000 pounds of e-scrap was collected from 223
cars, 600 sneakers were recycled, and 225 went to the planetarium show.
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President Amaan, Speaker of the House of Representatives Sara Manley,
project at the Cool Kids: EcoFest event on Saturday, April 18.

and Deputy Speaker Mickey Lawrence unveil the sign for the

House of Representatives reforestation







