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Student Union

The Student Union nepresents
strnength, involvement and unity
to build a progressive, activist
mass Atudent organization. This
organization seeks to establLish
a working nelationship with other
student groups. 1ts majorn nole
45 to wage sthuggles to maintain
the college commitment: Ats
mission to educate non-tradi-
tonal students. -

We recognize that 0Ld Westbury
students have special needs and
problems. This college should
be administered with a conscious-
ness of these special needs. The
mission of this college should
senve as the basis of all decd-
sdions afpecting the operation of
the college, and specipically
the Lige of <ts students.



1t has become clear Lo many o4

ws that the rnoots of the declining

quality of campus Life and the
indiffernence to student needs Ln
genernal Lie in the increasing
abandonment of the original
"uisdion" on wilch "oun special
place" was based. Many of the
policies which made College at
00d Westbury's special mission

a neality ane no Longer being
AmpLemented.

The Student Union has decided
to focus on areas about which
students have expressed grus-
thation and concenn.

By senvdng as a centern pon
student activism, Student Union
hopes to encourage student unity
which wll once again renden the
administration of this school
accountable to the student body
which gives this institution LLs
Life.




What 45 a Student Union?

Student Union 4is the political
arm of the student body. The
Student Union 48 actively involved
in the struggle to defend the
mission of the college and uphold
the nealization o4 human fustice
and equality by demanding betten
senvices Ain those areas that affect
student Lige.

Why and When was the Student
Uncon pormed?

Student Union developed 4in 1976,

" based on the needs to create a
structurne that would unite all
sectons and organizations on campus;
punthenmore, to coordinate mili-
tant struggle around Lssues
concerning our basic rights to
quality education.




What <ssues does Student Union
deal wetlh?

: Student Union wornks on such
As5URL Ab:

»Local college adminisirative
polictes; e.g., Antersession
housing, admission, budget
cutbacks, mandatory meal
plan, efec.

WILL THEY HAVE OPEN
R
ADMISSIONS???

Statewide univensity policies; ¢
e.g., budget cutbacks, room rent
increases, ete.

-Natiomwide policies; e.g., anti-

nuke, anti-drnagt, afgirumative
action, efe.




Difgernence between Student Union
and Student Governmment.

Student Government works within
a gramework degined by the admin-
sthation. Within this, it 4s
severnely Limited by the fact that
they can only gunction 4in an
advisony capacity. Our historical
experience has shown us that, due
to these Limitations, Student
Goverrnment's best effonts at
ingluencing the administrhation
have not achieved much success.

On the othen hand, Student Union
does not work within defined guide-
Lines Aimposed by the administra-
tion; therefore, we are free to
use othern tactics and mechanisms
to "influence” ourn administration,
such as: rallies, boycotts,
stnikes, cdvil disobedience, and
othern active measures that would
help in gaining our demands.

1977 STRIKE/negotiating team



Student nelationship to the
Uncversity and Lthe need fo build
an eppecteve Student Uncon.

Students presently enter into a
conthactual nelationship with the
Unlvernsity providing them with
centain services Ain exchange for

thein money; but, this 48 not a

negotiated conthact. VYou eithen
sign on Tthetrn Lerms on you are

not admitted. Actually, the
Univernsity determines all
conditions of Living and Learning,
and we students are gortunate AL
we are permitted to play an
advisony nole. Therefore, we must
gain the direct political powen
that would enable us to participate
in collective bargaining procedures
and contract negotiations with the
Univernsity.

In its functioning, the Univens-
Lty 45 onganized not around
developing our most human and
creative capacities but nathen




around keeping us barely content
while soclalizing us to fulill
alienated work sLots awaiting ub
outside. We have given in to many
0§ the daily indignities and pains
we suffern solely because of the
cynieakl belief that we can't do
anything to change things. This 4is
not twe at all. We can and must
onganize to change things. We
need to be onganized, informed,
and able to make our desines

known and respected. We have a
chance now to act in our present
Antenests, in ourn futurne Ainternests
and ' 4in ourn descendents' internests.

We of the Student Union urge you
to show your support by joining us
now 4§ you are not already an
active memben. We encouwrage you
to take an active parnt in this
campaign gorn student nights and
unity.

LEARN TC STRUGGLE

STRUGGLE TO LEARN

Forn more ingormation, geel gree
to stop by our meetings, which
are held at 9:00 p.m. Monday
nights at the Student Union
Lounge, Building 7 (strneet -
Level), on call the gollowing
numbern: (516)876-3547.



