Thursday, April 2, 2009

@The Crier

[ssue 23

Spring 2009

The Vagina Monologues: Gender Perspectives

The Vagina Monologues were he

the Rape Crisis of the Southern Tier.

Jd at 171 Cedar Arts Center on Friday, March 27 and Saturday, March 28. The play was sponsorea’ by

By Nate Atkinson

On Saturday night I went to see The
Vagina Monologues with my girl-
friend. Even though the show was
actually incredibly entertaining and

enjoyable, I feel like the sponsorship

was the only thing that detracted
from the experience, and only if
you're a man. Don't get me wrong,
I'm not trying to say the Rape Crisis
of the Southern Tier shouldn't exist.
Hell, I spent $15 to support them,
but I think their strategy to tackle
rape is a bit off-track.

The moment I stepped into 171
Cedar Arts Center I was confronted
by a giant poster board with the
faces of three male minorities and
one white dude telling me that only
I can stop rape because I am a man.
My first impression was how sexist
this was given the cases, however
rare, when men (well, elementary
school boys) are raped by women.
The representatives from the Rape
Crisis of the South Tier gave a

small presentation before the show

about all the services they offer - to
women. What about men? About
25% of the audience was men and
for the rest of the presentation we
were singled out and I felt like the
representatives insinuated that every
man in that building was a rapist.

The organizarion seemed to skip
over the fact that men can be
victims, too. I suppose that all of
the men who dropped the soap

in prison are not included in rape
statistics. I didn’t go into The Vagina
Monologues expecting there to be no
man-bashing: however, I didn't ex-
pect to come out of the show feeling
as though it was my job as a man to
make a conscious choice to not be a
rapist and to put a stop to all rape in
the entire world. The psychological
mindset of a rapist is very specific,
not something that is engrained into
every man at birth. Rape is about an
eEOrt to gairl POWC[' arld Control over
another human being, be it man or
woman, and is rarely about sex, and
most men do not consider rape as
an acceprable means to have sex.

By Caitlin Woodruff

Vagina - an uncomfortable word to
say, and certainly an awkward topic

to discuss. However, this taboo was
the obstacle surmounted by the Rape
Crisis of the Southern Tier's presenta-
tion of The Vagina Monologues. As a

woman, I couldn’t help bur laugh at the

outrageous monologues, empathize
with the sarcastic rants, and squirm at

the tragic stories. I left the night feeling

what I assume was the intention of
the performance: resolution that all of
these aspects, good and bad, add up to
the humorous, powerful, sometimes
painful, sometimes repressed reality of
modern womanhood.

The show pulled ac our heartstrings
with stories of social repression, ac-
counts of abuse, and overwhelming
statistics about genital mutilation and
rape in Africa. Women are victims of
violence and sexually-driven crime.

I could walk down an alley at any
time and become a victim. This is an
unfortunate truch in all parts of the

Center and the V-Day organization
orchestrating the event, and the show
conjuncts perfectly with this intention.
Violence happens, but we don't have to
stand for it.

Women shouldn't have to be afraid of
parking garages. Women shouldn't be
afraid of their significant others. And
perhaps most importantly, women
shouldn't be afraid of their own sexu-
ality. In a society where such expres-
sion is stunted and many women still
feel shame or inferiority or ignorance
regarding their sexuality, performances
like this are invaluable. We are woman,
hear us roar! Be proud of your vagina!
Be proud of being a woman!

As much as The Vagina Monologues in-
spired me to take a self-defense class or
two, I also walked away believing that
can be strong and empowered with the
extent of my life that [ can control. Re-
member, education is power, so learn
more at vday.org.

world. However, the elimination of this

violence is the goal of the Rape Crisis

Above: A new art exhibit opened in the Atrium Gallery in the Classroom Building last week.
Paintings and bronze sculptures by artist David P. Dowler are on display until April 17.

Right: Black and white, documentary, fashion, portraits, and digital art photographs can be found in the

“Holding Her Own” photography display by Juanita Wald in the Cooridor Gallery.







