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Jessica (00:00):
Okay. So for the record, just state your full name or,
Luciano  (00:05):
My name is Luciano Apadula.
Jessica (00:07):
Okay. And then where exactly were you born?
Luciano  (00:13):
I was born in Sanza Provincia di Salerno, which Salento is the so-called state and in the province of it is a small town called Sansa.
Jessica (00:23):
Oh, cool. Okay. and what is your current occupation?
Luciano  (00:28):
<Laugh> current occupation is an antique owner, antique shop owner. That's basically it. <Laugh>, that's all I do now. I had a city job for many years, which I I owned, wise chip routes and did that for 30 years.
Jessica (00:44):
Wow. That's nice. Yep. And what's your educational background?
Luciano  (00:49):
Educational background is graduated high school, went to LaGuardia College. That’s it.
Jessica (00:59):
And then tell us about your parents.
Luciano  (01:03):
My parents immigrated here in 1973. They were, my father was a lumberjack and my mom was a school cook in Italy Oh my. Nice. And came here and my mom went, became a seamstress, and my father was a janitor for white cough hospital.
Jessica (01:20):
Nice. Okay. now if you have any brothers or sisters tell us about that?
Luciano  (01:25):
I have two brothers and one sister all older than me.
Jessica (01:29):
Oh, nice. And you're the youngest?
Luciano  (01:30):
I'm the youngest.
Jessica (01:31):
<Laugh>. Okay. And now why did your parents come to the us?
Luciano  (01:38):
My father decided that everybody in my town, because it was a very small town, would have to either go up into Rome or Naples to work, or they would wind up going to Switzerland or Germany. So it would tear the family apart sooner or later. So he wanted to try and keep us all together. So he felt that if we came to New York, we would be able to all work in the same facility and, and stay together. Yeah. And he was right.
Jessica (02:02):
Hmm. And how did they come here?
Luciano  (02:08):
They came on a work visa. I was young enough to come on, my mom's work visa and my brothers and my siblings got green cards. Oh
Jessica (02:17):
Yeah. Cool. And I think you already said this, but who made the decision to immigrate?
Luciano  (02:22):
They both decided to do it, but it was mainly my father wanted to keep us together. 
Jessica (02:26):
Okay. okay. What means of transportation did they travel in the US
Luciano  (02:35):
Airplane.
Jessica (02:36):
Oh, cool. Okay. did you all travel as a family or, I'm
Luciano  (02:42):
Assuming we did. We all came at one time,
Jessica (02:43):
Yes. Okay. and how was, how was the journey?
Luciano  (02:49):
From what I remember, the journey was pretty unique for me being a young child. Yeah. I remember landing in Kennedy, the airport and never seeing so many different types of people. Yeah definitely. It was yeah, it was, it was a little odd at first. Yeah. Very big, very strange, very loud <laugh>
Jessica (03:09):
Of course. Okay. Who greeted you when you arrived?
Luciano  (03:18):
Who greeted me when we arrived? Okay. I, from what I remember, was my uncle Joe and my uncle Nicky. Oh. Who were here already. They were my mother's brothers.
Jessica (03:27):
Okay, cool. And where did you go once you arrived?
Luciano  (03:33):
We went to Williamsburg, Brooklyn.
Jessica (03:35):
Cool. Nice. Yep. Now what were the financial resources once you arrived? <Laugh>? That's pretty good. Yeah.
Luciano  (03:44):
The financial resources were $1,400.
Jessica (03:47):
Oh, wow. Okay. Yeah. Did you immediately find housing?
Luciano  (03:54):
We had an apartment waiting for us. We had pre my father had spoken to my uncles and they found us an apartment of somebody who owned the house who my father had relations with in Italy. So we knew the owner and everything like that. So he got an apartment for us and we waited and went to the apartment.
Jessica (04:12):
Oh, nice. Okay. What was the neighborhood like?
Luciano  (04:16):
The neighborhood was great. Mostly Italian. Yeah. You know and a lot of people from my town who immigrated here also were wind up in the same town.
Jessica (04:26):
Oh, wow. That's good. Okay. Yeah. And did you get along with the neighbors?
Luciano  (04:31):
Yeah, yeah, yeah. Yeah. We had a great childhood.
Jessica (04:33):
Oh, that's nice. Yeah. Of Course. How long did you stay at the first, at your first home?
Luciano  (04:39):
One year.
Jessica (04:40):
Oh, okay. Wow. Yeah. And did they or any of you find a job immediately or?
Luciano  (04:48):
My father found a job the following week.
Jessica (04:51):
Oh, wow. That's good. Yeah. And did anyone help him with the finding a job or
Luciano  (04:57):
He had somebody help him find a job, but it didn't work out. Yeah. They, it was because of unions and stuff like that. My father was not a union guy, so that didn't work out. But then my father went out and found his own job. 
Jessica (05:10):
Oh, Okay. Did he like his job?
Luciano  (05:15):
You know, it's funny because my father was a lumberjack, like I told you. It was, it was kind of weird because now he's working in a building and maintaining stuff and sweeping
Jessica (05:27):
And Yeah. Different scenery.
Luciano  (05:29):
Yeah. So, But he never complained. Yeah.
Jessica (05:32):
Yeah.
Luciano  (05:32):
He just did his job. Never talked about his job, but you knew he worked so many hours. 
Jessica (05:44):
Oh, Did you live close to your other family members or no?
Luciano  (05:48):
Yeah, we all would lived in with about, I'd say eight square blocks.
Jessica (05:52):
Oh, okay. Yeah. Okay. Now we're gonna move on to another section. What ethnicity were your friends that you grew up with?
Luciano  (06:02):
Oh God. Yeah. <laugh>. The majority of the ones in the neighborhood were all Italian. Yeah. With the exception of maybe a couple of Polish kids and a couple of Irish kids who lived in the area also. Oh, okay.
Jessica (06:15):
Yeah. 
Luciano  (06:16):
School was a different ballgame.
Jessica (06:17):
Yeah, of course. Yeah. This is a different kind of question. Did you experience any racial discrimination growing up or, or any of that nowadays?
Luciano  (06:32):
Actually, actually I did a little bit when I was very young, I didn't speak the language. Yeah. So it was very difficult cause I was in public school and there was a lot of kids who just I don't know, kind of made fun ofer and did that side, but that was just, you know, being a kid and growing up. Yeah. It's all right. It made, it made you a tougher kid, so it was like I accepted it.
Jessica (06:56):
Yeah. Let's see. How did you get along with other Italian Americans?
Luciano  (07:07):
Very good. Yeah. Yeah. Yeah. Not a problem at all. Yeah. All our parents knew each other. Yeah. No kid wanted to get in trouble by their parents, so everybody pretty much walked a straight line.
Jessica (07:18):
Okay. What kind of traditions did you keep with? 

Luciano  (07:23):
Oh God. We still make sauce today. Oh yeah. Yeah. We make about 2,600 pounds of tomatoes a year.
Jessica (07:30):
Oh my gosh.
Luciano  (07:31):
We make about 200 gallons of wine a year. Wow. So we keep a lot of our traditions, we get together, big gatherings, a lot of food, typical Italians.
Jessica (07:41):
Yeah, of course. And of course you guys still continue on and why do you continue with these traditions?
Luciano  (07:51):
You know, it's funny cuz as a culture, I feel that Italians are very proud of their culture. Definitely. And food has a lot of, a lot to do with it. Yeah. So we, everybody's, you know, thinks their wine is the best. Everybody thinks their sauce is the best <laugh>, how their method is better than the other guys. So it's funny, but that's what keeps us going. Yeah. You know, and I even my younger one now we're 18, 19 with my nephews and nieces, and they come and they videotape us making the sauce cuz they want to keep the tradition going. And it's, it's a lot of fun. Yeah. And it's good. It's good. Awesome. Family time.
Jessica (08:24):
Yeah. Yeah. I definitely get that. Let's see. So what do you identify as an Italian American or simply Italian or any other kind of identities?
Luciano  (08:38):
I'm an Italian American. Yeah. Okay. So that's the way I look at it. I'm not an American Italian. I feel my son is an American Italian. Yeah. but I'm an Italian American. I still stay true to my values of being Italian brought up from the old world and stuff like that. So yes, I definitely relate as an Italian American.
Jessica (08:55):
Okay, great. Let's see. What is the most important and meaningful experience in your life?
Luciano  (09:05):
The most important and meaningful experience in my life? I'd say, I'd have to say taking care of my father. Oh yeah. When my father got sick.
Jessica (09:15):
Oh yeah. Okay. What is the happiest moment in your life?
Luciano  (09:21):
My son being born.
Jessica (09:22):
Oh, that's sweet. Okay. what are your dreams and visions for the future?
Luciano  (09:29):
God, it's a scary future, but all my means and all my ambitions go to providing and giving my son a better, better life. Aw. And that's, that's really what I strive for.
Jessica (09:42):
Actually, that's, that's it. Okay. Yeah. Thank you. Thank you very much.

