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Tuition and Fees
Increase Again

--by NSNS

A recent study concludes that public college and university fees
continued to climb last year, although at a slower rate than in previous years.

Tuitions for the Fall 1994 semester rose an average of 6.1 percent to
$2,590, compared to a 7.6 percent increase in 1994. The study, conducted by
the American Association of State Colleges and Universities (AASCU), was
based on data from 533 public, four-year institutions of higher education
throughout the country.

But according to AASCU President James B. Appleberry, the news is
not all good.

"Instead of basic funding priorities on the belief that educating
citizens benefits the country as a whole, institutions and governments continue
to transfer more of the cost of education to the students, questioning the
original premise of public education," he said. "Education has come to be
viewed as a 'consumer product’ benefitting only the person who buys it."

Alex Weingarten, Executive Vice President of the Associated Stu-
dents of the University of California, agreed with Appleberry.

"What concerns me more (than the cost increases) is that education is
no longer the priority it once was," he said. "I don't think this is as bad as it's
going to get."

California schools showed the largest tuition increase in the country
this year, a 15.3 percent hike from $2,268 to $2,614.

The study pointed to trends in student borrowing as evidence that
fewer students than ever are able to afford higher education. According to the
report, students now borrow four times as much as they receive in grants.

Fifteen years ago, students borrowed only two dollars for every one
grant dollar received.

The AASCU study reported that public institutions have undertaken
measures such as reducing time to graduation or levying surcharges on
students who take more than a specified number of credits to fulfill degree
requirements.

Some 34 percent of the institutions polled reported having vacant full-
time faculty positions, and nearly 20 percent reported increases in class sizes.

"Universities have trimmed everywhere they can," according to
Weingarten.

Any more cuts, he said, would likely affect the academic quality of
public education.

Weingarten called on students to participate in the political process
and demand more government funks for education.

"One of the benefits of public universities is that they're accessible.
The more expensive they become, the less accessible they are to students who
desperately deserve a first-class education," he said.
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environmental leaders.
need -- no, a special obligation -- to respond quickly, skillfully, and passionately.

Alicia Elwood, Editor of The Crier at Ext. 339 (962-9339).
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By Chris Farrar

National Student News Service, 1994

Center at 1-800-4-FED AID.

Students Plan Emergency
Environmental Event
for February

--by Alicia Elwood

Thousands of students from around the country will converge on Phila-
delphia February 24-26 to attend the Emergency Campus Environmental Confer-
ence, an event planned in response to Newt Gingrich's Congressional attack on
the environment and the corporate greenwashing of Earth Day, where the new
leaders of Congress are poised to dismantle virtually every environmental
protection law on the books -- the Endangered Species Act, the Clean Water Act,
the Safe Drinking Water Act, and more.

They want to sell off spectacular wilderness areas to the highest
bidder...give the timber industry the go-ahead to log the last remaining ancient
forests...and allow more pesticides in our food, more arsenic in our drinking
water, and more smog in our air.

Organizers said the "Free The Planet" campaign will use the 25th
anniversary of Earth Day to accomplish two goals: to take back Earth Day 1995
celebrations from large corporations that have co-opted events in recent years;
and to build a grassroots movement that will demand Congressional action on 25
environmental mandates.

“For 25 years we've tolerated corporate greenwashing and Congressional
betrayal," said John Bowling, a "Free The Planet" organizer. "This year stu-
dents nationwide will change that."

Interested students and activists should contact the "Free The Planet

Coalition" at 415-495-5987, or at Earth Day 1995: Free The Planet

The event will be sponsored by the Student Environmental Action
Coalition, the Student Public Interest Research Groups, Campus Green Vote, the
University of Pennsylvania Environmental Group, and more than 1,000 campus

As young students, and the future leaders of the world, we have a special

If you would like to participate, but don't have transportation, contact

Student Financial Aid Available in Many Forms

--by NSNS

So many financial aid programs are available to students that almost
every family in the United States is eligible for at least some sort of tuition
assistance. But only those people who are willing to put in a little effort benefit
from the existing programs.

Experts say that only three percent of available financial aid is based on
intelligence, athletic prowess, or artistic ability. The remaining funds are
available to a variety of students.

U.S. Department of Education officials encourage students to contact
the financial aid administrator at each school they are interested in attending, as
well as their state higher education agencies, in order to learn more.

All higher education institutions use the standard "Free Application for
Federal Student Aid," or FAFSA, to process requests. This basic form gathers
financial data to determine how much of the student's expenses a family can
reasonably be expected to pay each year.

Grants are financial aid that don't have to be paid back. Work-study
programs let students work and earn money to help pay for school. Loans are
borrowed money that must be repaid with interest. Government assistance to
student can come from the following variety of sources:

*Federal Pell grants to students.
*Federal Stafford Loans to students.
*Federal PLUS Loans to parents.
*Federal Perkins Loans.
*Federal Direct Student Loans.
*Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants (FSEOG).
*Federal Work-Study (FWS).
*Assorted state, local, and corporate funds.
Students with questions may call the Federal Student Aid Information







