Interviewer: Please state your full name and spell your name. 
Interviewee: Roxanne Kropf. 
Interviewer: Where and when were you born? 
Interviewee: In Brooklyn, New York, 1968. 
Interviewer: What's your current occupation?
Interviewee: I'm a teacher's aide in a high school. 
Interviewer: What's your educational background?  
Interviewee: High school diploma. 
Interviewer: Where were your parents born and what do they do for a living and what was their educational background?
Interviewee: Both parents were born and raised in Brooklyn New York, my mother was a secretary in a government job and my dad worked for Con Edison. They both were high school graduates. 
Interviewer: How many brothers or sisters do you have and what do they do for a living or where are they living?
Interviewee: I have six siblings, one is deceased, four are retired, and one sister is living in Manhattan as an attorney. 
Interviewer: Why did your grandparents come to the U.S.? 
Interviewee: My great-grandparents came to the U.S. I believe it was just you know for a better life. 
Interviewer: Okay how did they come to the United States? 
Interviewee: By boat to Ellis Island. 
Interviewer: Do you know who made the decision to emigrate? 
Interviewee: I'm not really sure but I think it was their parents wanted them to come over. 
Interviewer: And you know how the decision was made or how long it took to make the decision? 
Interviewee: That I'm not really sure.
Interviewer: And how did they, what means of transportation did they travel to the U.S.? 
Interviewee: By boat. 
Interviewer: And did they travel together with family or separately?
Interviewee: I believe they travelled separately with their siblings. 
Interviewer: Did someone in the family come earlier than others?
Interviewee: I believe they came, they each came separately with their own with their siblings, the siblings all came together.
Interviewer: And do you know the journey was and where did they arrive in the U.S.? 
Interviewee: Oh, I think the journey was rough, I'm not really sure it might’ve been like 14 days or more.
Interviewer: And where did they arrive in the US? 
Interviewee: I believe Hempstead New York, they all settled in that area. 
Interviewer: Who greeted them when they arrived? 
Interviewee: That I'm really not sure exactly, oh actually,
Interviewer: or was it a relative or a friend? 
Interviewee: No it wasn’t either I believe it was like the families that they were assigned to work for that took them in and their siblings, I think their sisters, I’m not sure how many there were but the sisters all got jobs like with I guess well off families that took them in and they worked like as housekeepers or maids, and then they you know that's how they paid that's how they worked for their keep, their stay there, their food. 
Interviewer: Where did they go and live once they arrived?
Interviewee: With the families, with the family that took them in, I think they were sponsors they called them. 
Interviewer: Oh, what were their financial resources when they arrived? 
Interviewee: They really didn't have financial resources other than the families that they stayed with that sponsored them. 
Interviewer: Do you know what their neighborhood was like?
Interviewee: I'm not sure but I think it was a well-to-do area, working-class Suburbia.
Interviewer: Do you know how they got along with their neighbors or the community? 
Interviewee: I think they got along well but it was hard for them cause they didn't really speak the language, that took them a long time. 
Interviewer: Do you know how long they stayed in their first home? 
Interviewee: Several years. 
Interviewer: Did they find a job immediately? 
Interviewee: Well there first job was with the sponsors working as maids in their homes to pay for their stay till they were able to get on their own feet, I think a couple of them lived together, they maybe got an apartment and then I think my great grandmother somehow met my great-grandfather he was working for someone that owned like a Tavern and then from there they got married and you know eventually bought a home, started a family. 
Interviewer: Do you know what they're working conditions are like and did they like their job? Interviewee: Their working conditions were not too bad in the homes of well-to-do people. I think they were very homesick though they missed their parents cause the parents stayed over there so they came without their parents the parents stayed in Italy, I believe it was in Palermo. 
Interviewer: Did they live close to other family members when they arrived? 
Interviewee: They were all in the same city, yes in Hempstead New York.
Interviewer: Of What ethnicity were your friends growing up? 
Interviewee: American Italian, American, Irish American.
Interviewer: Did you experience any racial discrimination growing up? 
Interviewee: Not at all. 
Interviewer: Do you experience any nowadays? 
Interviewee: Not at all. 
Interviewer: How did you get along with other ethnic groups growing up and how did and how do you get along with other ethnic groups now? 
Interviewee: We lived in a very mixed area and in Brooklyn when I grew up and it was a Melting Pot but we all got along, we all treated each other equally. 
Interviewer: How did you get along with other Italian-Americans and how do you get along with them now?
Interviewee: Very well just like anybody else, share traditions and religion. 
Interviewer: What kinds of traditions and practices did you keep? 
Interviewee: Our religion, our Roman Catholic religion, raised my children the way I was raised the way my ancestors were raised. You know receiving sacraments, going to catholic School and a lot of the ethnic tradition as far as I guess food and recipes cooking meals I shared as family always a big, family gatherings on Sundays. 
Interviewer: Do you and your family continue to practice these traditions and Customs? 
Interviewee: Yes, we try to the family’s gotten so big, everyone has their own families but we do try to have a big, family gatherings, celebrations, sacraments for everyone, we try to all get together for those and I try to carry on you know Sunday dinners, big Sunday dinners.  
Interviewer: What did you see as your identity, did they see yourself as Italian-American as simply Italian or some other identity?
Interviewee: I saw myself as Italian-American but my parents were firm Believers of us just basically being American because that's when we were born and raised in and we were proud to be that so basically American. 
Interviewer: What did you see as your place in the American society?
Interviewee: My place in American society just as anyone else, just as a hard worker and raising my family to be the same hard workers. 
Interviewer: What was the happiest moment in your life? 
Interviewee: The happiest moment in my life was my children being born, raising my children. Interviewer: Do you have any dreams and visions for the future? 
Interviewee: Just to still carry on my legacy that my parents taught me, family traditions and that hopefully my kids will also carry those on to their children someday. 
Interviewer: Is there anything you would like to add to the interview? 
Interviewee: No, just the, I guess the value of family is very important to me and that close-knit tightness I'd like and hope that someday that my children will carry that on to their families and keep that in their hearts.
Interviewer: Thank you for participating in the interview.
Interviewee: It was my pleasure.
