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What’s Happening in Student Government?
By Anthony Popkin

Each week your Student Association Government Assembly (SAGA) meets to discuss issues and concerns that affect students, college-wide. You may be
asking, what is SAGA? As any other governing body, it is comprised of several different levels of government in order to keep a form of checks and balances.
It consists of the Executive Board, the Student Senate, and the House of Representatives; each plays a significant role in allowing communication between

students, staff, faculty, and adminiscration.
Below are some of the topics highlighted and discussed during the meeting held on Thursday November 13th:

Guest Speaker
Nancy Latour, Associate Dean of Business Administration and Computing, came to SAGA to attempt to recruit students to help with the spring 2009 South-
ern Tier Science Fair. Volunteers will take part of Cornell’s virtual world to help mentor high school students in developing science fair projects in the virtual

world.

In all, 26 mentors are needed. Two mentors will team up after training and help up to 20 students that may be located in one of the many middle schools lo-
cated in the Southern Tier. Once training is complete, mentors must complete one to two hours a week on working with middle school students.

If you are interested in being a mentor, you can see Nancy Latour in C201 and ask for more information. Applications for those that are interested are due by

December 15, 2008.

President’s Reception

Members of SAGA attended a reception held at the Presidencs residence to meet with the President and members of the Senior Staff last Friday. The event
occurred from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. and promoted numerous topics of discussion thar included residence on campus, green campus initiatives, snow removal,
budget cuts, and more.

Smoking Designation Policy
Your SAGA recently voted on the concept of having a smoke-free environment on campus, essentially pushing smoking to the parking lots. This initiacive has
been a continuous topic of discussion at CCC and SAGA voted in favor of the concept by a vote of 16(for):5(against):0(abstentions).

Senator Ratification
Scudent Dan Gustina was ratified as a member of the Student Senate last Thursday.

Gustina is interested in transferring to major in cultural anthropology in three more semesters. Gustina was interested in becoming a senator in hope of mak-
ing changes. His short term goals include crearing a fair and balanced atrmosphere, to be unbiased, and to promote dialogue between faculty and students. His
long-term goal is to gets students interested in activities that occur on campus.

The Never-ending Smoking Ban Debate

By Lindsay Woodruff

It seems that ever since I became a student here at CCC, the biggest issue on this campus has been smoking. There have been discussions in student govern-
ment and the administration, as well as a college roundtable discussion regarding this matter last spring, and much to my dismay as the editor of chis college's
newspaper, it has been the only hot topic throughout the campus that I've had to really publish information about. I've printed opinion pieces from students
about proposed angles to the smoking ban, I've printed the thoughts and some content of SAGA's discussions, and recently T published a more in-depth look at
the zoning proposal, complete with a campus map with pretty red lines on it to signify where the smokers would have to go to in order to smoke.

I've kept my mouth shut uncil this point, but since the concept of sending smokers out to the parking lots has recently been favored by SAGA, I figure I might
as well speak up. Frankly, I think the whole idea is stupid. T am not a smoker, which is surprising if you take a look at the people I spend my time with - seeing
the majority of my friends without a cigarette nuzzled in between their fingers is almost as rare as seeing me without a cup of coffee. I've recently given up cell-
ing them that smoking is bad for them. They know. They might even care a little bit, but my opinion on the matter is not going to affect their personal choice.
As a nonsmoker, I don't particularly like being around smoke, and I certainly worry about the health of these chain-smoking people that I have grown to love,
as well as worry about the health of people in general who are exposed to second-hand smoke, but the fact of life is that you cannot exile ordinary people on
the street to their own corner to smoke. Therefore, I don't think that it is fair to discriminate against people on this campus that just so happen to have a nag-
ging addiction by exiling them to our parking lots. Not to mention that there are a lot of other negative factors involved with pushing smokers all the way out
to the parking lots, such as time limications for students and professors who are in between classes, the piercing cold of upstate New York winters which make
up the bulk of our academic year, and the possibility that actempts to enforce this ban will just lead to conflict. (In case you've never had to deal with a smoker
who'is in a desperate need for a nicotine fix, they aren't always very pleasant to be around...)

[ also feel chat leaving this decision up to SAGA is a bit unfair. As Tony Popkin mentioned in his column “What's Happening in Student Government?’, this
new proposal was approved 16-5. That means that 21 people were in charge of deciding if over 3,000 students have the right to smoke wherever they want.
Since this is a small commuter college, not many students are really aware of the discussions that occur during the weekly SAGA meetings. In fact, a lot of
students don't really know what SAGA is or whar it does, which is one reason why we have a weekly column dedicated to informing the students of Student
Association’s recent work, but even though this information is put out there, it only serves the students if they take the time to read it. I feel this decision may
have been better decided by a vote from anyone on campus, but that may just be because I'm an advocate of fairness and giving a voice to the people who have
to deal with certain decisions. (Democracy is a funny system, isn't it?)

Story continues on page 2...







