Victoria: Please state your full name. 

Angela: My name is Angela Parisette, my maiden name is Gazzola. 

Victoria: Where and when were you born?

Angela: I was born in Stonybrook, NY, in 1984

Victoria: What is your current occupation?

Angela: I am a New York City police officer.

Victoria: Please tell me about your Italian parent: where were they born? What do they do for a living? And who was born in Italy?

Angela: My father is an Italian American who owns a trucking company and is fluent in Italian. However, his mother, my grandma Laura, your great-grandmother, was born in Italy. 

Victoria: Which of your family members immigrated to the US, how old were they? Did they travel together as a family or separately? Did someone in the family come earlier than the others?

Angela: Laura, who is also my grandma and your great-grandmother, arrived when she was 12 years old, together with her siblings Giuseppe and Dominic and their 55-year-old mother Chiara. In 1955, they traveled here by boat to Elis island. After finding that my grandma Laura was doing well in the United States, Francesco, my grandma Laura's older brother, and his wife Serafina arrived later.

Victoria: Why did Chiara come to the United States?

Chiara initially visited the country when she was 22 years old to locate an American husband. She returned to Italy because she was unable to find a husband. After getting married and having kids in Italy, Chiara eventually made the decision to move back to the United States at the age of 55 to provide her children a better life.

Victoria: What about Laura? 

Angela: Laura eventually found a husband. She married your great grandfather, Grandpa Chuck, in a church. My grandpa was 22 and she was 19 at the time of their marriage.

Victoria: Are they still alive today?

Angela: Domonic and Grandma Laura are still alive. Sadly, Grandpa Chuck, Serafina, her brother Francesco, Giuseppe passed away.

Victoria: Who made the decision to immigrate?

Angela: Chiara made the decision to immigrate

Victoria: Where did they go and live once they arrived?

Angela: They lived in an apartment in the city on 104th street with a relative, Chiara’s sister. 

Victoria: What were their financial resources like when they arrived?

Angela: They were poor when they arrived. Chiara got a job in a sewing factory to provide for her three underage kids: Giuseppe, Dominic, Laura. 

Victoria: Did they immediately find housing to rent or buy?

Angela: Yes, because Chiara’s sister lived in the apartment, they all shared.

Victoria: What was their neighborhood like?

Angela: Their neighborhood was an Italian neighborhood.

Victoria: Did they live close to other family members?

Angela: They all lived together in one apartment 
 
Victoria: Which Italian customs or traditions were followed in your household?

Angela: Every holiday and Sundays were family gatherings. Sunday dinner was always at my grandmas and some sort of pasta with sauce & meatball was served. Growing up my grandmother catered to all her husband’s needs. Cooking, cleaning, pressing his suits, dressing him, and practically doing everything around the house. She never went to sleep until the house was tidy and not a single dish was in the sink. She was like superwoman!

Victoria: Do you and your family continue to practice these traditions and customs? Why?

Angela: Family is very important to me, but this day and age and being a working parent sometimes its impossible to make it to every holiday gathering.  I will try to improvise and have birthdays or holidays gatherings on a different day if I cannot get off work.  I love to cook pasta, but not every Sunday.  Also, I believe in accountability so from when my children can turn the washer on, they had to wash their own clothes and clean their own rooms.  


Victoria: Do you eat Italian cuisine at home? If not, what kind of cuisine do you usually eat at home?

Angela: We primarily eat Italian food. (Baked ziti, lasagna, spaghetti, chicken franchise, pizza, chicken cutlets, stuffed peppers) The other types of foods I cook are usually chicken tacos.  

Victoria: What kind of dishes are part of your family tradition? What is your favorite dish? 

Angela: lasagna is definitely a tradition for every holiday. It also one of my favorite dishes

Victoria: What kind of holidays do you celebrate with your family? What do you eat during these celebrations?

Angela: Christmas and Thanksgiving are my favorites!  There is always so much food and leftovers! (turkey, ham, lasagna, mashed potatoes, salad, yams, green beans, cranberries, stuffing, fruits, and tons of desserts especially cannoli which are my favorite


Victoria: If you go out to eat, which restaurants do you like to go to? What do you like to eat there?

Angela: I don’t really like to go out to each much! But I guess it I would probably go to olive garden if I was choosing something close by and going with the whole family.  I don’t eat any meat so I would eat salad and minestrone soup most likely.  

Victoria: How does food form your identity? 

Angela: Food is Love. When you bring food, you can bring out the best in anyone. A cupcake will make anyone happy! Food has always brought me closer with my kids because we always to this day still bake together.

Victoria: What was the happiest moment in your life?

Angela: My first true love Victoria was born when I just turn 18 and this inspired me to be the best mom I could be.

Victoria: What are your dreams and visions for the future?

Angela: I just want my kids to be happy and live a life they truly love!  I don’t look too far into the future.

