
  

April 1, 1976 

To all Old Westbury Faculty 

Dear Colleaque: 

We believe t is urgent that faculty respond as positively to the needs of 
students in this post-strike period as you did during the strike. The students 
have stressed the need for faculty to move now on a number of matters: 

1) During the strike the Faculty had stated that class time would be de- 
voted to alternative learning for the duration of the sit-in and that such work 
was part of the educational program. It would be reasonable now to make the 
normal adjustments that flow from a situation like this. That implies. we 
believe. that-- 

--a) syllabi may have to be readjusted, as they normally are fn the course 
of the term in response to changina student needs or the weather: it would 
obviously be desructive of the objectives of the strike for these last three 
weeks of classwork to be forced into reduced time: 

--b) as Emilia Doyaga'kas pointed out in her memo of April 1. ¢tudents and 
faculty alike will need time to reintegrate themselves into classroom work. 
Students have suggested, and we agree, that it would be reasonable for all of us 
to hold until after the spring vacation mid-term exams and papers that might 
otherwise have come due now. Students are very insistent that the course syllabi 
not be interrupted but that they have a reasonable period to catch up. It is 
important that faculty discuss with students their need for tutorial assistance 
in this process of catching up. 

2) The Faculty also committed itself to spending extra time, when necessary, 
to complete course work. We believe that faculty should now discuss with their 
students the use of the spring vacation and of the exam week at the end of the 
term to extend term time if necessary. ——~ 

3) The strike reemphasized our commitment to the needs of the histerically 
by-passed. We believe that tutorial work has always been a key to transforming 
that commitment into practice. We are asking faculty to provide sufficient 
opportunities for review and tutoring. We suagest that you circulate to your 
students a simple form asking them which work in the course they need tutoring 
on and when they can meet with you for tutoring sessions. We urge you to make 
such arrangements at the next class session and to encourage hesitant students 
to take advantage of this opportunity. These suagestions should, we think, 
be seen as efforts to build on the work of the Tutorial Center and of the peer 
tutors. 

A fresh spirit and new energy have emerced from the strike. We want to 
take advantage of these to move the educational program forward with renewed 
unity. 

Signed, 

The Faculty Council 
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