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Lost Boy Finds H.O.P.E.

By Lindsay Woodruff

On Thursday, December 6, the Triangle Lounge was graced with the presence of Gabriel
Bol Deng, a Lost Boy of Sudan. Gabriel Bol Deng previously made an appearance at Corn-
ing Community College last December to share his experiences with students, faculty, and
staff members, and this year’s presentation was just as inspiring.

Gabriel began his lecture with the background of the turmoil he has been through. Using a
PowerPoint Presentation, Bol Deng explained that he was forced to flee his village of Ari-
ang in Southern Sudan at the age of nine to escape attacks from Northern Sudanese Arab
militiamen in 1987. Without his family, he crossed the Nile River and the Sahara Desert
along with other children who had managed to escape. Many died of disease, hunger, and
dehydration.

The Lost Boys found refuge in Ethiopia for a short while, but were once again forced to up-
root due to political issues in the region. They were then able to make it to a refugee camp
in Kenya, where they were educated. While this education was very basic, it appeared that
learning would be fundamental to Gabriel’s hope for a stable future.

Most people have one cause that they feel strongly about; Gabriel’s became education. He
came to the United States in 2001 to further pursue his education. He began his college
experience at Onondaga Community College, then transferred to LeMoyne College in Syra-
cuse, where he received his Bachelor’s Degree with Honors in Philosophy and Mathematics
Education. He is currently pursuing a Master’s Degree in Education at LeMoyne College.

The year 2006 proved to be very successful for Gabriel as he became a United States citizen
and earned the “Distinguished Student Teacher of the Year” award from LeMoyne College.

This past summer, Gabriel returned to his native Ariang to see what had become of his
relatives and friends. After 20 years, he was reunited with the people of the village, including
many relatives, but he noticed that something was missing.

Many of the Sudanese people are illiterate, and only some children attend school. In a video
clip that Gabriel showed the audience, he speaks to two children who tell him that they will
only be able to attend school when their baby brother has grown. In the meantime, they
must care for him. The Primary School, established in 1993, does not have appropriate
buildings, they use dirty drinking water as they do not have wells, and they also lack ad-
equate materials such as blackboards and basic school supplies.

Story continues on page 4...
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Holiday Spirit Invades the

Commons

By Anthony Popkin

This past Saturday, the President and Mrs. Bud Amann
along with the Activities Programming Committee hosted
the annual CCC Holiday Party in the Main Dining Room
of the Commons Building. Funded by the Student As-
sociation, the Holiday Party was open to CCC employ-
ees, students, and their children and grandchildren from
11:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.

As the Commons began to fill with eager children and
their families, the building seemed to almost glow with
holiday spirit. Upon entering, children were greeted by
Mrs. Claus and one of Santa’s elves. They were then di-
rected towards the Main Dining Room where the hallway
was lined with a blow-up Santa and Snowman and four
Christmas Trees.

This hallway was only a tip of the iceberg of what was to
come. At first glance of the Main Dining Room children
stood in awe. Children were greeted by Rudolph the
Red-Nosed Reindeer and Frosty the Snowman, while to
the right Santa sat awaiting the eager children to find out
what they wanted for the Holidays and to get a picture
taken with them.

about 250 people came, including their children and
grandchildren and each one that came seemed to come
and leave with a satisfaction of the day’s events. The Pres-
ident and Mrs. Bud Amann traveled through the crowded
Main Dining Room greeting attendees and making sure
they were enjoying the event.

As attendees left the event, Mrs. Claus ensured that no
child went home empty handed. Packed for each child
was a bag with 2 snowman that contained a stuffed bear,

a bag of candy, a superball, a magnetic travel game, and a
balloon. Yet the best was to come, the event and every-
thing given out was free to those that attended. It was
quite the score for spending time with family and enjoying
the holiday season.

As the Commons emptied, a silence filled the building,
but the joy that had filled it for two hours seemed to
remain and the various participants could leave happily
as the Holiday Party seemed to achieve much more than
success.

If you or your children/ grandchildren had pictures taken
with Santa, you can come to the Student Life Office lo-
cated in the Commons Building to pick up the pictures.

Tables were set up throughout the
Main Dining Room with crayons,
holiday oriented coloring pages, a
wish list for Santa, and candy to snack
on. A plethora of activities included a
Spongebob moon bounce, clowns that
made balloon animals, carnival games :
(tip the troll, can smash, b-ball, and
tic tac toe) that included prizes and
caricatures.

Bobby K was in attendance to complet
the mood of the party with non-stop
holiday music, which many children
danced to throughout the event.

Throughout the two hour period,

‘The Main Dining Room of the Commons is invaded byboo
joys the festivities of the annual Holiday Party, funded by Student Association and hosted
by President and Mrs. Bud Amaan on Saturday, December 8.
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