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Dion Clark




Alive, my father was not to be ignored.
Dead, he wafts into my mind
in a mist of Brasso, Old Spice
and pride.

With flag-bearer erectness

And the voice of a maple tree

(if God had granted trees voices).

Deep and broad with sweet undertones.

While I played

he worked two jobs

to buy me new shoes.

His were more polish than leather.

His pale blue eyes were strained

from intricate clock repair work.

He often rubbed then, working index fingers
toward the bridge of his nose.

It is late evening.

I've put off yet another chore.

He tells me, “If I'm ever to be hung,
I’d want you to fetch the rope.”

Masked by New England reticence
his motives escaped me for years.
Only now do I understand

what made him tick.

Karen or Lindsey

Jenn Butler

She sits far from me

but not so far that 1 can’t hear her

and the pretzels she eats

or the jock that stopped to flirt

I have not looked at her

but I can tell you her appearance

She is blond with straight hair

tight clothes that are meant to be that way
a haughty look in her eyes

As if she were bored with the world

I cannot guess her name

Perhaps it is Karen or Lindsey

but something sickly sweet

that imbues good girls

gone sour

Her mind would be a maze to me

But probably a simple one

Her heart as black as night

specked with a few small points of kindness

It T were to walk up to her and ask her name
She would only look at me

in that tone of voice they all use

So I will just sit here and listen to her life

Those pretzels

That jock

And the bored tapping she makes with her shoes







