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A New Semester Brings
Curiosity

By Anthony Popkin

As the spring semester begins, we welcome new and returning students to the CCC
campus. For many it is an exciting step in becoming independent. To maximize
student’s experiences in college it is imperative that all students have a chance to
know about the important resources available to them.

In the coming months, many students will find themselves becoming familiar with
the Commons building, as it provides a plethora events, activities, and resources
that many students will utilize.

The Commons includes a cafeteria and dining room, two lounges, the Spencer Pub,
and various clubs and organizations that are useful, but there are also many services
located in the Commons building which provide help to students. These include:

Student Life (Upper Level, Rm. 204)

Upon entering the Commons building, taking a left will lead students to the Stu-
dent Life office. A major coordinator of events on and off campus, Student Life
plays a major role in shaping the image of CCC students. Consisting of a group of
dedicated staff and student workers, this is the place to get discount tickets for mov-
ies, bowling, ice-skating, hockey, and more. In addition to discount tickets, Student
Life is the hub for Student Association, clubs, and events to meet everyone's needs.
Many opportunities are provided, so stop by and don't forget your I.D. card.

Public Safety (Upper Level, Rm. 204C)

Also located inside of the Student Life office is Public Safety. Students can get
their ID’s and parking permits at this office. Parking permits cost ten dollars but
are good for an entire school year. Students should ensure that they get park-

ing permits as tickets are given by Public Safety for failure to register vehicles on
campus, among other things. Public Safety also assists students with minor vehicle
problems, including jumpstarts and unlocking doors. Public Safety also deals with
lost and found on campus. All items found should be brought to Public Safety. To
contact the Public Safety ofhce call 607-962-9000.
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Participation in Primary Elections Proves Hopeful

By Michael Coates

We've all heard that the mythical
youth vote can be a deciding factor
in an election, but for the most part,
it's always been just that - a myth.
This year, however, the youth vote
has already amounted to something:
no one can be credited more than the
state’s college students with Senator
Barack Obama’s primary victory in
Iowa.

While Obama’s campaign appeared
to lose ground in New Hampshire,
his victory in Iowa is still significant,
coming in answer to questions of
the Senator’s viability as a candidate
despite his lack of long-term politi-
cal experience. The significance of
Obama’s victory in Iowa has a deeper
meaning for our nation’s youth: we
actually do make a difference. For
the first time in a long, long time,
the fabled youth vote has actu-

ally amounted to something. In the
second Presidential election in the
New Millennium, it may well be the
youth vote that decides who will be
sitting in the Oval Office next year.

Of course, that will only happen if
young people (and especially college
students) actually vote.

With so many firsts in the race- the
first African American, the first wom-
an, the first Mormon - this promises
to be a high tension primary followed
by an even more charged race for the
White House. There are bound to

be many surprises, and even more
bitter and divisive infighting than
usual, before this thing is lost and
won. But after the crushing and mo-
notonous incompetence of the Bush
administration and the controversy
of President Bush's victories in 2000
and 2004, this election is already a
breath of fresh air. After eight years
under the leadership of a consistently
unpopular President, the people seem
ready for some kind of change - even
if it's only the inevitable change to a
new administration.

What does that mean for us at this
early stage? Well, unless you're a reg-
istered member of one of the parties,
it doesn't mean much. New York’s
primary election, held on Tuesday,

February 5th, is closed - meaning that
only party members can vote on who
will appear on their party’s ballot.
While the buzz in New Hampshire
was all about independent voters, in
New York, we have no say. Sadly, it is
too late to register and vote in a pri-
mary if you're not registered already
(the deadline was last week), but it's
not too late to register to vote for a
President next November.

If you're not registered yet, voter
registration forms are available in

the lobby of the Commons, at your
local post office, the offices of the
Department of Motor Vehicles, and
a number of other public buildings.
You can also request a registration
form from the New York State Board
of Elections by calling 1-800-for-vote,
or directly from the Steuben County
Board of Elections at 607-664-2260.
For citizens of other counties and
out-of-state students, information

on where to vote and how to reg-
ister is available at the New York
Board of Elections website at www.
elections,state.ny.us

Opinion: Who Do YOU Think Will Be Next?

By Amanda Morse

School is back. Yippee. I can't tell you how unexcited I am
about that fact. Right now I am in the middle of deciding
which classes to add to my schedule. It is a stressful time.
But despite these irritating facts of life, or rather school
facts of life...I was thinking of the upcoming presidential
elections.

Now, I'm not a very political person. And I tend to stray
from anything that has to do with politics. The very idea -
I'm sorry for those who love it - it bores me to tears. But I

can't help but be drawn to this particular election that will
take place in the fall of 2008, because for the first time a

woman is running for president.

Now in a perfect world, this fact wouldn't be very im-
portant at all, but this is the Presidential election! But
what surprises me more is that I seem to be drawn into
the political hullabaloo more than ever before. It could

be because this will be the first time I'll be able to vote.
This never used to interest me before, but the presidential
contenders never were as diverse, either.

Story continutes on page 4...







