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Leaders and Leadership

Thomas Paine has been
frequently quoted since Septem-
ber 11th: “These are the times
that try men’s souls.” 1 would
go a step further. Testing men’s
souls is one thing, but revealing
them for what they are at their
core is the trial’s result.

For a long time, President
Bush underwent heavy criticism
about the questionable level of
his intelligence. Comments
about his wasted time in college
flowed along with those about his
many oratory shortcomings. He
couldn’t seem to please anybody
with regard to stem cell research.
Journalists validly stated that his
advisors were on the verge of
overshadowing him. The list of
grievances went on and on.
Then, like black arrows from hell
itself, four jetliners struck terror
in the United States- and George
W. Bush stepped up and took the
helm.

His prime time address to
the nation that day was indeed
shaky. The country held its
breath, wondering if Bush, Jr.
would turn out to be truly inept
after all. Well, we know what
strength has surfaced — unwaver-
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ing yet sympathetic, driven but
patient. America has a leader.

Neither is he the only ex-
ample. Mayor Rudolph Giuliani
has shown himself to be a won-
derful example to his fellow New
Yorkers. As an upstater, [ am nor-
mally wary of downstate person-

It’s the basics that
triumph in men’s
hearts.The belief in
freedom 1is then
seen very simply.

alities. But no one can doubt that
what was considered the brash-
ness of the city has come out as
defiant resilience against the
forces of destruction. And who
was there to rally New Yorkers,
to encourage and console them?
A mayor who had seemed like he
would be remembered only for a
marital affair became the desired
choice to run for office yet again,
despite the city’s term limits.
And finally, we have
Tony Blair. A large amount of
Americans may not know this,
but the British Prime Minister

had been having a rough go of it
on domestic politics in the UK.
According to Warren Hoge, Brit-
ish correspondent for the New
York Times, Blair couldn’t deal
with a fuel price crisis a year ago.
“He was accused of dithering and
of being arrogant and out of
touch... his popularity ratings
fell beneath those of his [Conser-
vative] rival, William Hague.”
But the terrorist crisis has put
something new in the British
Prime Minister’s step, even if it
doesn’t solve problems at home.
He has rushed to support the U.S.
and was the only European head-
of-state to believe as early as
President Bush did that the West
was indeed “at war” and is ready
to help “smash the machinery of
terrorism.”

Reading the stories of
these political leaders should
bring up a very important ques-
tion in our minds: what is it about
foreign crises that proves a
leader’s worth? Why are those
the moments when the Bushes
and Blairs of history stand tall?
There is the practical answer.
Multitudes of things need to be
done and only the strong aspects




(Continued from page 1)
of personality can endure days of

pressure and sleepless nights. It’s
asituation of “lead, follow, or get
out of the way,” as the military
says.

I don’t deny that there’s
truth in that view, but I do believe
that it tends to reduce man to a
level of mere Darwinian creation
— a living being that reacts auto-
matically and almost thought-
lessly to external stimuli. Only
the strong survive. Some got it
and some don’t.

Call me romantic, but I
absolutely insist that the reason
for the difference in leadership in
time of war and crisis with lead-
ership in a peaceful homefront is
love. Love of homeland. Love
of common values. Love of ev-
erything good about the home
nation — whatever nation it is.

Heads of state are usually
always natural leaders. Generally
they focus their energies for the
people’s good, or at least what
they perceive as good. Occasion-
ally, the world sees the deranged
type of leader bring his country
to disgrace. Hardly anyone in
America will say that Osama bin
Laden is right in his beliefs and
methodology. Neither can any-
one deny that he believes that
what he does is good. But
whether we speak of heroes like
Lincoln or despots like Napoleon,
it is in domestic policy where the
gray tones of the world are most
prevalent.

[tis in that sphere that we
try to apply our common values
to various areas in ways that dif-
fer and thus clash. For instance,
is American freedom best ex-
pressed through a lockbox on the
Social Security surplus or in

sweeping tax cuts? It’s more
complicated.

Foreign crises put those
issues on the back burner. It’s
the basics that triumph in men’s
hearts. The belief in freedom is
then seen very simply, in terms
like the flag, an afternoon at the
ballpark, being allowed to dis-
agree, and being allowed to yell
about it. It’s the opposites of

these simple goods that are thus
seen as simply evil. That is why
the world and its leaders are
standing to be counted right now.
They know exactly where they
and their people stand and have
no doubt that they’re right. Their
homeland and its values have
been shot at. And they are going
to shoot back.
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A great teacher never strives to explain his

vision- he simply invites you to stand be-

side him and see for yourself.

- The Rev.

R. Inman




Anthrax:
What is it?
What Can be
Done About
it?

By: Paul Swarts

Reports of anthrax at-
tacks have been in the news for
weeks now. With such a large
amount of time being dedicated
to this issue, many American citi-
zens are concerned that their
hometowns may be affected by
these bio-terror attacks. Many
have rushed out to get gas masks
and be tested to ensure their
safety without knowing the full
story about this warfare agent.
Contrary to the hearsay concern-
ing the issue, anthrax is not a
chemical agent, rather a biologi-
cal one available in three differ-
ent strains all produced by spores
of the bacteria bacillus anthracis.
Cutaneous anthrax is a form of
the disease transmitted primarily
by contact with animals, or ani-
mal products, contaminated with
the bacteria. Gastrointestinal an-
thrax is caused by the consump-
tion of meat taken from contami-
nated animals. The final, and the
current threat, is inhaled anthrax,
which is the focus of this infor-
mational article.

As previously noted, inhaled an-
thrax is the hot topic in the news
right now. Many have heard of
people becoming infected but
know really little about how and
why. Infection occurs when the
spores of the dormant bacteria
are inhaled, thus entering the
lungs. These spores rest within

small sacks in the lungs called
alveoli. Once there, they proceed
to germinate, growing into the
infectious bacteria. Regions such
as the lungs are exposed to the
bacteria as it produces toxins that
cause hemorrhaging and fluid
buildup within the lungs of the
infected person. The bacterium
continues to destroy structures in
the immediate area of the chest,
breaking down the body through
hemorrhagic necrotizing medias-
tinitis, which is the killing off of
all surrounding living tissue in
the chest. Symptoms develop in
a time span of between two days
to eight weeks after first contact
with the spores.

The early signs of infection can
last from as little as 2-3 hours to
as long as a few days. In the most
common cases, fever, coughing,
chest pains, and many other flu-
like symptoms have proven evi-
dent. Latter stages of infection
often result in death due to ex-
tensive lung damage and possible
brain damage as well. The usual
time span between the first no-
ticeable symptoms and death in
most untreated cases is only a
matter of days.

There is no certain way to find
out when the initial time or date
of exposure can be found. The
infected person will see no color
or smoke, won’t smell the spores
or even taste them. Most of the
time, the powder is so fine that it
can hardly be felt and can be mis-
taken for dust. This makes the
treatment of inhaled anthrax all
that much more crucial.

In the earliest stages of infection,
more importantly before symp-
toms develop fully, antibiotics
can suppress many of the effects
of the bacteria. Such antibiotics

are being stored in many facili-
ties across the nation in the event
a widespread attack occurs and
can be made available to hospi-
tals within 12 hours of the initial
contact. A vaccine is available
for anthrax, but is currently be-
ing used only by military person-
nel, pending approval for the ci-
vilian use of the product by the
American Medical Association.
Vaccination and the use of anti-
biotics along with early detec-
tion, are the only ways civilians
have of combating anthrax at-
tacks. Common surgical masks
or gas masks commonly bought
on the streets and at army surplus
stores will do little if nothing to
block the small spores. The fil-
ters used in surgical masks have
so many gaps that the dormant
spores can penetrate and enter the
nasal passage and, ultimately, the
lungs. Gas masks require exten-
sive training, a proper fit, and
carefully inserted filters to be
useful. In addition to the previ-
ous criteria, the gas mask has to
be in place and used at the time
of initial attack, so given no way
of detection by human senses, a
gas mask would be ineffective
against the bacteria.

The best way of preventing con-
tact is to use common sense.
Don’t open any mail that you
don’t recognize, stay away from
strange areas that you don’t know
how to navigate through, and
most importantly, don’t panic
and cause careless mistakes if
you think you are infected. See
a doctor and find out if you have
these flu-like symptoms and be-
lieve you have anthrax. It could
be possible that you only have the
seasonable bug that is going
around.







