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Cessation of Time

A stack of old newspapers
sits in the corner of the front room
tied together with fraying twine
A pile of rusty tin cans
rests against the side of a bookshelf
A basket of coupons
remains on the table by the front door
their expiration dates long since passed.

The faded flowered curtains
were hung back before the war
The raggedy edged quilt that adorns the sofa
was pieced together from a ruck of old clothes
The once ornate game table
is now covered in a lasting layer of dust.

The television console
is something no longer in existence
The dial telephone stays on the telephone stand
along with a pad of paper
and a telephone book circa 1950.

The many paintings on the walls

have become washed out with colors muted

in need of a good restoration

The Club cookery hangs from a rack
over the stove

while the table is set for four

the canisters once overflowing are completely
barren.
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This house is as aged
as the dirt in the front yard
and the white picket fence is no longer white
it is a jaundiced form of its former self.

By Darcey Anne Farrow
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