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Preface

The theme was life and death, so stakes were high for both
the weeping mother and stoic husband. The conflict was a tug-of-war
over deeply-held convictions, and so giving in meant betraying
something dear and vital, one’s heart. The main character couldn’t
speak for herself, only increasing the pathos. We saw the courtroom
drama, the medical drama, and the newsroom drama. One event,
countless stories.

And while Terri Schiavo was fading, the Pope too was
passing from us. His death, also public and slow, had little conflict. He
embraced suffering as a redemptive act and death as part of life
everlasting. One event, countless meanings.

We often think of imagination as a rare gift of only a few
people. However, sifting these situations for meaning, we all exercised
our creative potential. It is a power we all share to connect what seems

~ unrelated and to see what is possible. Simone Weil said, “Imagination

is always the fabric of social life and the dynamic of history.” One gift,

- many expressions.

All the writers in Scop 2005 exercise this power in various
ways, exploring powerful and ordinary moments for the dynamics of
our entwined life. You’ll also see that their greatest tool in that work is

~emotional honesty, for as George Orwell put it, “For a creative writer

possession of the ‘truth’ is less important than emotional sincerity.”
This publication would not be possible without Student

~ Government and its advisor Woody Knowles, for essential financial

support; Barnes & Noble Booksellers, Consumer Square, Big Flats for
matching the awards; the Communications/Humanities faculty for

E judging prizes, soliciting manuscripts, promoting the whole effort, and

protecting crucial funding; and Joyce Hallenbeck of Printing Services,

~ who always creates a fine document each year.

Edward A. Dougherty

Renée L. Gross

A - Assistant Professors in English
- Comning Community College




2005 K enneth Miller Litcrary Awards Winners

The contest for the Kenneth Miller Literary Awards is open to all full-
time and part-time students at Corning Community College during the
2004 — 2005 school year. Entry into the contest gives permission for
publication in SCOP. Judges read the entries anonymously, and their
decisions are final.

roctry

First Prize

“Philosofigment” Mary Nangle

Second Prize

“Sacrifice to the war god” Victoria Di Ana Murphy
Third Prize

“The Grand Slam Hustle” James Doherty
Honorable Mentions

“hey blue eyes” Brooke Wilder

“Perspective” Mary Nangle

Fiction

First Prize

“The Man in her Closet, The Boys in her Jewelry Box™ Holly Baker
Second Prize

“The Bottle Cap” Dutch Sturdevant

Third Prize

“Silent Cry” Katie Gray

Honorable Mention

“The Consummation” Mary Nangle

E_ssag

First Prize

Joey’s Boom Box John M. Meaney
Second Prize

Cherished Memories Michele Rodnquez
Third Prize

The Chess Game Drinald Bilcari
Honorable Mentions

Locker Room Lessons Stephanie Specchio
It’s Only Water Nancy Woodworth

Cover Art
Holly Baker
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