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Do Tattoos and Piercings
define and/or change who

we are?

By James E. Reed

Creative Individuality should be the
norm in our society. As tattoos and piércings
become more popular even among the profes-
sional world, there seems to be a resistance by
specific groups of people. I started attending
C.C.C. in the Fall of 2009 with no visible tat-
toos or piercings. Because no one knew that I
had them, there seemed to be no issues with it.
I spent breaks speaking with students and
forming a network of what I thought would be
new and valued friendships. Mid way through
the semester, I decided to get a visible tattoo
and add two piercings. Now I wasn’t expect-
ing all positive reactions, however, I also was-
n’t expecting to be shunned by those same
people whom had no issues with speaking to
me just days before. Why? Why do we as a
society allow differences to separate us and
take away from possibly valuable relation-
ships. Why do we unfairly judge people rather
it is a tattoo, a piercing, a person’s weight,
skin color, sexual orientation or whatever else
comes to mind. I myself experienced what I
considered to be a form of prejudice. I heard
some very degrading and personal comments
made towards those of us who choose to use
this form of expression such as “Did our fa-
thers beat us too much” or “Did our mothers
not love us enough”. I look at people on our
campus and see a variety of styles and indi-
viduality from conservative, athletic, punk,
maybe even some who be considered nerds
but does this bother me, no! I chosen to form
my relationships and/or friendships based on
who the person is inside, also and their will-
ingness to accept not only myself, but true to
who they are as well. Someone who I can
trust, who can accept me for who I am, some-
one who can be themselves and not care what
others think oh them. So I ask this question
Do Tattoos or Piercings define who we are, |
think not. Just like the decisions made regard-
ing the clothes we worn or style of music we
listen to, these things are more of a statement
of our style not the person that we are. I know
those who are very conservative and dress
very professional that I would trust less than
someone who dresses gothic or punk. I also
know those who dressed Gothic or punk that I
trust less than those who dress conservative. It
goes both ways. So my question remains- Do
Tattoos and Piercings define who we are?
Why are there those who judge based on a
difference, but ignore their own ?
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The class of 2010

By: Brittany Young

: As we all come to a close in our college education here at Corning Commu-
nity College, we need to always remember what has brought us here in the first
place. We came here to try to be what we need to be to get good paying jobs and to
fill our personal and impersonal dreams. Do you remember the opening days when
you would walk down the halls and look at one another with apprehension and won-
dering to yourself whether or not that you actually belong here in college? Have you
ever woke up late and wondered if you would be to class on time? As the semesters
rolled on through the year, did you realize the changes to you body and mind?
Slowly, did you recognize the fact that from the opening of school to the end your
dress apparel had changed dramatically? All these beginning thoughts are what
made us ready to face the trials of college and life to be ready to become a hard
worker. As we transition from place to place we all may feel as though we aren’t cut
out for one particular thing or not, but the main thing is to remember that we need to
have faith in ourselves, our dreams, and know that we can do it. Please, look at your-
selves now and realize that you have done everything that is needed to do in order to
be you’re very best. With the knowledge that our instructors have given us, is what
we need in order to survive in the real world beyond college. Take that knowledge to
heart!!!

Well, you made it, earning all those hard earned credits in order to become
who and what you want to be in life. Attending college is one of the most important
obstacles in your life in order to become the person you dreamed to be. With the
education that you have successfully earned and completed, you are now able to go
down your destined paths, and make the most out of it. I want to say, on the behalf
of the Crier, CONGRATULATIONS to the Class of 2010!!! You now have the op-
portunity of a lifetime to expand your horizons and be what you will. As you either
go directly to jobs, or go to a four year college, we wish you the best of luck. Study
hard and work hard to be the best you can be. When in doubt, think back to this mo-
ment of graduating at CCC, and think to yourselves that you can do it. Nothing is
impossible if you put your mind to it!!!

Interested in joining the crier??

We accept articles, photographs, poetry, or artwork from all students, faculty, and
staff, and pay

$10 for all articles and $5 for any photographs.

Crier meetings are held every Tuesdays and Thursdays at 12:15 in
the Crier office.

(All members are not required to attend a meeting to make there contributions)







