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“Mission” Accomplished
At Old Westbury Campus

by Dolores Engelhardt

Wednesday, March 24, 3 AM - a very special date and time -
because Old Westbury’s original ‘“Mission’” of education for the
traditionally by-passed student was saved by people who cared
enough to fight for the future of their children, my children, and
your children. The agreements have been signed, students are no
longer occupying Building 12, and a delegation of students left for
New York Wednesday morning to present the resolutions at a
Board of Trustees meeting.

This victory is admittedly a very personal one - for I am an
older woman, a mother of four, and a student at SUNY Old
Westbury College. Had the ‘‘Mission” not been saved, older
women among others, would have been locked out under the new
Master Plan.

A few words about the strike itself - it was peaceful, well
organized, and endorsed by students and faculty - and to my
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knowledge. there were no dissenting voices. There was voluntary
absenteeism from regular classes. but *‘education’” continued at
0ld Westbury and students attended on a regular basis.
Throughout the strike there was ‘‘alternative education” being
offered in the way of “‘Instructor Teach-Ins™ and workshops.
which were interrupted only for the continuing stream of up-dated
communication from the negotiating™team which consisted of
students and faculty.

The urgent requests of the Old Westbury negotiating team.
which were neither complex nor outlandish were: 1)
Renegotiation of the Master Plan by Administration. Faculty and
Student team. 2) Establishment of a Bilingual program as
proposed by Angela Jorge, 3) Establishment of housing policy in
tune with the **Mission' of the college, and 4) To implement an
admissions policy which will uphold the “mission" of the college.

It is important, I think to point out that while Old Westbury was
busy fighting for their Bilingual program - Commissioner Nyquist
appointed Jose Vazquez to head Bilingual Education Council at
Hunter College and Bilingual Program grew dramatically at
Hofstra University under grants totalling about $350,000 - a bit
ironic to say the least.

[ am proud to have been even a very small part of a strike that
was in essence, a ‘‘mission of social justice for people of all
origins. Witnessing the increasing awareness, and the high level
of consciousness-raising concerning social injustices has been the
high-point of my college education. Old Westbury is a unique
college not just because of its special **Mission'". but also because
there is such a unique feeling of comaraderig between Black.
White, Puerto Rican, Chinese, Mexican. younger and older
students, which seems to transcend and enhance the usual
student-faculty rapport found on other campuses.

Tuesday evening, poet Etheridge Knight flew in from Min-
neapolis for a reading of his poetry in the Rathskeller on the
campus grounds. Among the anthologies in which his poetry has
been reprinted are ‘‘New Black Voices''. ‘"American Poetry".
“The Norton Anthropology of Poetry”. and many others.In in-
troducing him, faculty member Ellen Cantarow said that Knight
was “‘unified in the spirit of the strike, because he writes about
ordinary people - for whom this strike is all about.™

The victory of the ordinary people, which means the continuing
of the unique goals and special **Mission" of Old Westbury gives
real meaning to a sign that hung from the building being occupied
during the strike which read - *‘Theory turns into a material force
once the masses have understood 1t.




