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A LOCAL SURVEY OF EARLY SCHOOLS

It is not mown whea the first sehool was established here, Momree
County histery has many pages devoted $0 the resords of the towmn of Bwedmm
and of this village, btut while these inelude a very full and ecaplete acecunt
of Brosckport Collegiate Institute, there is nothing said, exsept insidemtally, -
about elementary sehools. Thess incidental referenses ars rather mystifying, toe.

The Methodists were the first religious socalety here and for a year er twe
before their ehureh was built, on Mariet Street in 1888, they held their meetings
a2t "the icademy, sormer of Main amd Holley Streets.” The Preshytarisas amd
Baptists 414 the same, cnly they called the bullding "the ald briek seheclhouse.”
In 1630 the latter soclety built themselves a elurch om the same lot with the
sshoolhouse, in the rear of it and om the erest of a ridge or mmall hill which was
leveled when their second chursh was Built. Our cldest residents heve 20 re-
eollection of this old sshool and it must have been tora down at a rather sarly date.

Now, there was another very cld briek schooclhouse here, a 1ittle building
osoupying a large lot on the southeast eormer of Erle and Perry Streets. There
is at present a house on the corner of the lot and the sechoclhouse itself wes tora
down only a few sumners ago--after standing all these years] It locked as though
it dated from the sarliest days of setileament, bdaing different in appearance from
all other little old schoolhouses of this vieinity. Do not scme of our members
recall 1%7

Iz true New England fashiom it presented its long esaves side o the road,
while the roof swapt down until it almost toushed the top of the low door segging
open, It had been used as a dwalling house for many years after being shandoned
as a sshocl tut had been stending vacant a lcng time before 1% was wrecked, and the
small panss of the windows wers moetily broken or mizsing.

A rank growth of hollyheoks and weeds obstructed the path to the door and a
story vas told ef how scmecne had almost fallen through the floor into a elsterm
bensath {t. It 4id indeed lock spooky with its uncurteined windows and half opea
door revesling oaly darkmess within, and such consideraticns as these kept the
curious from sntering the bhouse to see how i% looked inside--now it is too late.

Strange that there should have beem two schoclhouses here when the villege was
still in i%s infaney. But we know that the one om Erie Street was an elementary
schoal while the other was called an scademy., 1In 18268 and 18350 referesaces were
made, as existing doeumsnts show, to the village school. (The italies are curs).
Although the one on Erie Street was not sentrally located, it is recelled by some
of the clder gensration as a 1lititle pudlie school and there is one white-haired
lsdy who remembers sttending 1% as a pupdl.

Miss Neney Pixley whose home wes in Eillsdale, Columbia County, ead who had
studied at Budson Asadexmy, had an umtle here, Pelatish Rogers, who wrote her early
{n the spring ef 1829 as follows: "You can have the school in this village this
séascn at a price not less than twenty-two shillings per week. We should wish te
have it commence by the middle of April. Flease write me en the receipt of this.”




There was nothing said about "boarding round” for Namey $o eks cut the
proffared of a 1i%tle more than ten dollars a month., But cne eculd get
exsellent board those days for §1.35 per week. ind Nanoy came and feught

ia
the sehoal and she probablly mads her home at her unele's. We have no part-
fieulars, but 14 15 sextain she Saught "reading, "riting, and reckoning,” set
soples, wsed the switeh when mecessary, and somdusted spelling dees whioch were
an exeiting and plsasurable feature of the early sehool's currieulum, Nenoy,
who married William H. Seymour im 1835, was a very capable young woman.

As to the Main Street sehoclhouse, sarly settlers told how a bear was
treed on the corner wmhere it wes said to be located, and to scms this cld
"seadeny” seems as much of & xyth as the bear, However, 1% 12 a fact that
there wns a perfect rege for scadsmies about this time. Large scadamies were
built and small ones too] some had spasious grounds, others no grounds worth
mentioning--there were many and sll dnds of them. So it seems a ressonable
conjesture that this was & mmall, impromptu scademy which was rented out to e
popaler instructor very scon after its earection.

Nency Fixlsy was at her homs in Columbia County in the =month of Februmry,
1832, when her ecusin, Harriet Rogers, wrote har a letter in which coourred
remarks worth noting.

"Five of us,” said Harriet, raferring to her brothers and sisters--she had
only nine of theml--"attand . Ceverno's schoal. ¥iss Xlizabeth Balch attends
t+he school and spends part of bher time instrueting the small scholars.”

Nowy, 1%t may have been this sehool mentionsd by Harriet which ocouplod the
old sehool building on Mein Street. Its instructor was Sulliven Caverno, so we
hed in Brookport a persom who, later, was quite influentiel in educationel
matters ia New York State. Hs was a graduate of Dertmouth College and im 1833,
the same year that Harriet wrote Nanoy, he $oock gsharge of sa scademy st Lewiston
on the Nisgara frontier which was considered "the pride and wonder of its day.”
But the succeeding yeer he removed to Lockport zmd began the practice of law., It
is said of him that he gave much thought %o educatiocnsl matters and evolved the
famous Union Sehool System introdused in Loockport im 1848. *

Harriet also spoke in her letter of a lUr. Lawson's sshool which a young
widow Nanoy kmew sttended. Ko, they didn't laek for schools here in the sarly daysi

Fow have prebably heard that the Methodists cams very near establishing a
seminary in Brookport, And it was due entirely te thelr own short-sightedness
that they stayed away, sccording to the ssustie somment in a Erockport mewspaper
published in 1830,

"Methodl st Semlnary” was the ception of the parsgraph which read; "The
Methodlist Conference have loocsted this establishment at Limsa, ILivingston Ccunty.
The sitizens of this villege and vicinity are entitled to much credit for their
spirited exsrtions and libderal subseriptions to obdtainm its locatiom; but the
Conference conceived thet eleven thousand subseridbed at Lima was preferable
to seventeen thousend here.”

"yho is right? They oleim im Chsutamque County that Unmion Echools
originated there - Sullivan Caverno is mentiomed im an old Broekpors



fow years after Brockport was turned down by the Methodists, the

deeided to uild a sollege here, Hiel
Broskway had offered them six aeres of land and the sum of three thousand
dollars while there were other lideral subseriptiocns. This was in 1853. The
ork was begua the year following and by 1835 or '386 the bullding was enmalosed
and a portion ecmpleted. A sehool was then opsmed in s calleglate course with
Professor Morse as prineipal, but times were hard and the association, feiling
to meet the mortgage due, lost the duilding thremgh a forselosurs sals.

The property fell into the hands of Philemon Allen, a somtrastor, who also
soon failed., There was a finaneial panie throughout the scuntry and =l mes 1%
sould no longer be maimtained, the sehool was ¢losed.

Ercekport's sollege had beeome “"a harbor for beasts,"-- that waz the mourn-
ful way people had of referring to the situation; but the beests wers not wild
and dangsrous--there was only a livery stable in the basement.

Times grew better and im iugnet, 1841, a meeting of the eltizens of Broek-
port was held to eonsider the feasibility of purchasing the building and grounds,
which were offered for the low price of $3,800, and of carrying out the original
design of setablishing a collegiate institute st thie place.

The project was favorably deeided on and setion soom taken.  After the
smount needed had been reised, by issuing shares of stoek at $25.00 sach, which
made every shareholder a pert owner of the property, some buying as meny as
eight sheres, another subseripticn was taken to mset the expense of completing
the tuilding and starting the sehocl.

A1l the officiel history of Broskport Collegiate Institute is given in the
large history of Monroe County compiled in 1886, but the Seeretary of its Board
of Trustees kept a regord of their meetings in a book whieh ceme to light only a
fow years age, and this cld ledger ecntains what you might eall "the inside story”
of Tunning an scademy. Of eourse, "Collegiste Institute™ was only another name
for "Academy,” and ons of our alder residents claims that "Academy™ wes the name
our Instituts went by excep$ on formel cccasions.

Sghools salled scademies were popular in England im the eighteenth semtury
and by the deginning of the ninetesnth had begun to multiply in this ccuntry.
They filled a need of the times, for tax supported schools for higher education
were then out of the question. They have been ezlled & very flexible type of
school for they could usually be sdapted to local conditions, Sometimes they
were sndowed--sometimes not--but in all of them a tuition fee was charged tho &t the
seme time they were not money--making institutions; no profits of a fimangiel

nature were expected.

Acadamies were usually founded by a group of public spirited citizens who
ran them independently or with some assistance from the State. They were alvays
deseribed as "flourishing institutions™ though it somstimes had tc be sdmitted
that their "flourishing" had subsided end belonged only to the past, For, as
time went on, there wers too many of them and competition pushed the weaker ones
%o the wall,
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There were already several academies in Memroe County vhea the Collegiate
Institute here was ocpened. Nost of them were mmall loszl affairs, wut,in
regard to this subject of founding assdemies, a few faets might be mentioned,

The first scademy in all this regica was of Canandsigm—-whieh was for a
while the " jumping off place® where "sivilization" ended-—was that founded at
Middlebury, Wyeming County, im 1817. At least that was the first imesorporsted
asademy., But there was ancther sehool of academie grede duilt neerly two years
eserlier, on the south side of the green, iz Moseow, Livingston Couanty. And this
Moscow school "in the first few years of its existence drew pupile from as great
e distance as Canandaigua and (alse) Puffale.”

In 1824 a large briek sesdemy was built at Leviston om the Hlagara fromtier,
and i3 =211 sincerity, mo doubt, the claim was made that this was the first in
Western New York.

There wers no stetistics evailasble in the eerly days. There ream to be
nons now., But eas the result of "Digging™ in verious county histories, we find
msntion of another scademy in the *far ¥Weet"™ which was insorporated by an aet of
the State Legislature in 1824 and opensd to pupils mearly two years later., This
wes in Fredonia, the ocldest settlement in Chsuteuqua County.

Those esrliest claseicel sochools eppeared iam reather unlikely places, but ia
the lete fall of 18826 Monroe jcedemy in the villege of Fenrietta began its
flcurishing cerser. Tt was conducted on the momitcrial plan which had a great
vogue et that time. In the succeeding year Rochester, Buffalo, Geneseo, Batavia,
the hamlet of Caines on the Ridge Roed - whieh wae then an importand plase, =
end meny other new settlements, were duilding scademies end "pulling wires" for
their incorporetion, to receive financial assistance from the State. The
academie belfry or cupola becams a familiar sight in every prosperocus community.

¥e had great 4iffioul$y in odtaining ths facts which follow about the cld
© agademy a mile morth of us. Several people remsmber it as a school of high
reputation but 1t is coapletely overlocked ia all the county histories.

Clarkson Academy was Puilt about 1830, It was oftimber construction and
stood a little saat of the present sobool building. In the year 1537 1t had a»
many as one hundred and twenty-sevem pupils, and that wes a time of "depression”™
such as we have just been pasaing through. A catalogue for that year gives a
list of the "fifty-one ladies™ who sttended and the "seventy-six gentlemen~.
Most of them lived in Clarkson or mear by, ut some same from long distances,
There were two beys, -exouse me, "gentlemen”,who reglstered from Fort Ramsey,
Northwest Territory, and ancther from New York City, the Fetion's metropolis.
Theze out-of-toxn students were boarded ia the various homes of the village, so
it was 2ll & sort of commnity enterpriee. BEesldes this, the Hon. Henry R.
Seldsn conducted a law school in Clarksen which weaes one of the Test of 1%s Knd
to be found anywhere. Though only & smell place, this villege wes notable for
the telent and leerning withia its borders.

. On 2 December night in 1852, the old school building burned down., Its
greet beems erashing to the ground so moved one of the omlookers,- & boy who had
recelved his education under this roof, - that he wrote a long poem on Clarkson
Academy which 1s still treasured by his dessendants. PBu$% that was not the end
of this flourishinmg school. It was soon rebullt im briek and still is standing
thers - we have all seem it many times, - fraterniziag with the D.A.R. mommment.



The Co-eds of the sightesn-fifties. Shall we pause $o take a glanee
8% them? There has oome %o light an 1853 copy ef a sehool paper selled The
Magnalia, of which Miss Mary Jewett, who lived in the pieture-book houss wish
the ernameztal fense, now owned and cecupied bWy the Lowry's was “"editress~.
"The Mangolia" was made up of several sheets of tranalusent note paper stisehed
together, and clesely covered om both sides with the most exquisite handwriting
imaginable. It sontained "offerings” by several fair comtriduters and a
sprightly editerial ia which the rival sehecl peper, edited by the young
goatlensn, wvas taken to Sask for some ungallant utteranees.

A eireular dated 1855 salls the attention of parents to the advantages of
sending their childred to this rurel sehocl,"losated in a quiet and pleasant
village apart frem those temptations pesuliar $o largsr places."- ¥Was this a
fling at Broskport and its Colleglate Institute? -

Yea, they still came from afar to $ils "Hall of Learning" whose curriculum
"was thought to be equal to that of Yale or old Union". But it was in the fifties
that the stages were taken off the Ridge Road, besmm e they could not scmpeté
with the "Reil Roed™ a mile away scuthward. It was in the latter fifties too,
that Henry R. Selden moved %0 Rochester and his law scheool in Clarkson was
glvon up, Othsr eminent eitizens retired or moved away, and after the Civil
Wer broks out we hear no more of Clarkson Assadamy. The bullding is still iz
use however, as a locel ashool.

The original gcost of the Collegiate Institute of Broekport was said to s
$25,000, a very large sum in those days. It was Built of sandstone of rsddish
e, brought on the eanal from Medina or Alb on--at both places thers were
quarries--and was five stories high including the basement. Above it rose an
imposing esupols with a dome, but the ald woodouts show what it locksd like better
than any deseription. It really went far absad of any other sschool uilding in
Monroe County, exsepting perhaps the Rochester High School of 188Y. The latter
was not a free schocl tut an scademy like the rest.

Our sehool obtained its charter and was to be governed by a large bdoard of
tTustees shosen by the stoekholders, who would meet at different places in the
village. Here is the list of them, surnemes omitted: Backus, Gould, Holmes,

Devis, Canson, Root, Efner, Latta, Downs, Reby, Seymcur, Nichols, Wllisms, Oary,
Allen, Brewster, Barry, Brockway, Joslya, T. Roby, Fiteh, Skidmore, Sutphen,Starke.

t
A smum of neerly u,mmmmmﬁ-ﬂm the duilding and put 1% in
repair, and while this work was going forward, members of the Board were getting

under way the woark of crganixzing the scheel.

The Prineipel of Gaines Academy, Julius Bates, was called into eonsultation
and gave his sdvice regarding the interior arrangements of the wuilding. This
gentlemen then submitted to the Board a proposal to rent the entire premises and,
with the ald of an expected appropristion from the State, take ecmplete charge

of the scsdenmy himself,

Put this offer wae not sccepted at the time. Everybody likes to rum things

ocoasionally, and the chance o run s large scademy locked quite teo inviting,
perhaps, to be put aside before it had been tried cut. However, kr. Bates was

invited to become prineipal at a salary of $800 a year and he accepted.
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Statenents mede in the seeretary's book regarding fimishing the building
and putting 1% iato & eondition %o use are interesting. Altheugh the school
was opened early in Noevember, work cm the building wes goling on all through
the winter monthe.

Every academy had to have a library. 4 few suitable books wers bought of
¥r., Bates while cnes of the trustees, Aihirs Fiteh, sold thex a "Terrestial Globe<
and a "Celestial Globe”, each priced as $10.00. Then, with State aid, they
parshased more books and an "Apparstus® which all the acaderdes hod or zepired
to have, It was called, when i%s whole name was given, a "Phileosophical and
Chamical Apperatus”. (Can you imegine what the thing lecked 1like?) All
rexidents of the village who made a yearly donation of $2.00 were entitled to
draw dooks from the lidbrary.

The building bhad on the first floor two large sehoolroems and apartments
for the prineipel eand his family; on the seccnd floor were recitation rooms,
while the third was to be used for dormitories. Perhaps there were also
dormitories on the second floor. A large room on the fourth floor, 55 feet
by £6, wae for a chapel, "exhibition" room, end "weekly declamations*. The
culinary department was in the basement, so recently the "habitation of beasts,”
and Mrs Julius Bates had charge of it.

Thers wers three terms in the school year and there seem to have been
short vacations betwesn them with a "long vaceation™ of a month or siz weaeks
in the summer. Students wers expected to eomplete the course in three years.

‘r. Bates with several male sssistantstzught the doys, or rather, the
"young £sntlemen,” while a "precepiress” or lady prineipel had sharge of the
femele department, and che had assistants too. The trustees appear to heve
Zlven Mr. Bates a free hand in seleoting his staff of teschers and arranging the
oscurses of study, and he apparently was well worthy of the responsibility.

E¢ was able to obtain the serviees of scme teachers who were quise above
the average. Our first precepiress wes Miss Mary Mortimer, a person important
encugh to have her dlography written. Borm im England, Mary was brought to this
country shen a child. £he was educated at a female seminary in GCeneva where the
advanced branches, seldom introduced ia young ladies' schools, were mnsaked in
scmehow and taught by iiss Clarissa Thurston who was one of the learned ladies
of her tims. Mary exhibited such a thirst for kmowledge that 'dass Thurston
toock a spesial interest in her and it was through her influence that Mary's
first post as teacher was this important ons at Brockport. But, unfortunately,
her health began to suffer under such new and umusuel responsibdilities and M ss
Thursten, fearing she might break down, promptly came %o the rescue. Taking
over the post of preceptrsss at ths beginning of the fall term of 1842, she made
it possible for Miss Mortimer to stay and contime to teach some of the advanced

alaspen,

The bensveolent and Hpdly Mises Tiurston wes an suthoress whose books and
negezine and newspeper articles were published though they did not win for her a
place in Azericen literature. Her home was in Elmira. After teaching here
gearly two years, she returned there and soon afterwards she established Xlmira
Female Seminary of which Elmire College is sald to be the direct cutgrowth.
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2 sonsidershly younger woman than Miss Thursten
t7pe of mind, She fsught three years here and then
goed beczume her health again failed, Making the sequaintanee of Miss
s an glder sister of Harriet Bescher Stowe, she was iadueed

latter %o jein her in her great work of orgamizing and leunching sem-
inaries and sclleges for wemen iz the West, After mmeh perscnal assosiatieon
with iflss Bescher, zhe becams a2 founder of oms of the earliest sclleges for
the sountry, that of Milwsukes, Wisconsin,

f
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As for the spurse of study at the Institute, it seems toc have beem quite
liberal for the period. This was not a strietly elassieal sechool az so many
esedamies then were, drilling their studenta in the dead languages and methematiss,
and 3ot much else. We knew 1% was not, bessuse our Board of Trustees paid
Julius Bates a very nies little ecopliment which they had their seeretary sopy
in the dook and which reads as follows: "We $ake great pleasure in saying that
iz all the dspartments of sclience” (the italies= are ocurs) "tsught in this
Institution, mach pains has evidently beem taken to make the students thoroughly
soquainted with elementary prineiples, to make the instruetion thorough and
practical, to inform both the intelleet and the heart.” To this was shrewdly
added: "It {s therefore with much gratifisetion that we cocmmend the above
named Institutes to the confidence and patronage of ell who wish their eshildrem
to enjoy a course of assdemieal instruction.” As for the sclences tsught im the
Iastitute, 1t2 sarly catalegues tall what they were so we do not need to guess
ot them, The liest is quite eomplete and need not be gquoted here except to say
thet some of the $itles, such as, "Watts On The Mind", scund rather cld-=fashiomed.
But "Bookiseping,” the last one mentioned, sirikes quite a mondern note.

The Bs C. I. bocame almost at omce a popular and flourishing school. O0Oh,
it really did flourish under Julius Bates and his corps of sble teachersi--and
the following spring the boarding department was lsunched.

The young gentlemen apd young ladies were %o be lodged under the same roof,
but the plam of the bduilding was such that the two depertments wers entirely
separate, And we do not deudt that the young ladies were well chapsroned by
Miss Thurston and her asslstant teachers while the young gentlemen wers equally
well supervised, Indeed, the latter, as an eerly ecatalogue of the Imstitute
sarefully stated, were not evea permitted "$o enter” the portion of the building
assigned exclusively to females.”

Going to boarding schoal eor scllege often means, in these days, something
of a lark, but the young people who attended scademies nesarly a sentury age were
never allowed to farget that life is a seriocus btusiness. Diseipline was striet,
end in all the schools of that period provisions for the comfort of the students
were very limited indeed.

The B. C. I., 1% is psdd, did as well by its puplls &as any other academy
end a good deal better then some, but the world has been shanging rapidly amd
dome of the items jotted down in the old secretary's book afford us glimpses
inte the livesz people lived before the pace begen to quicken.

Acoording to Mr., Bates, the bullding eould scoomodate nearly seventy board-
ing pupils, They were tc sleep two in a room, and the rooms must have beea
small and without elosets, judging from the mumder of them and the faet that
bedroom elosets were considered an unnecessary luxury a hundred years ago. The
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secretary recorded an order for "strips of wood, about three inches wide," to
be *"nailed to the walls of the bedrooms"; and what purpose could these serve
other than to provide rows of pegs on whiech the students could hang their
wearing apparel? Anocther order given out was "to whitewash all the walla.®
We suppose the floors were peinted and they might have been "yellow or marble-
color” as in another scademy tuilt and fitted ocut sbout this time,

We mow without any guessing that every room was supplied with a washbowl,
pitcher, and peil, the latter for carrying water beck and forth from the pump
in the yard; and above each washstand, we suppose, hung a locking-glass.
Candlesticks or lamps were other necessities of the times, sc there must have
been tablesto put these on end to hold the school books. Of course there were
chairs, but we doubt if they were rocking chairs.

The only real luxury these B. C. I. Students had in their rooms was heat,
for in those days icy cold bedrooms in winter were the usuel thing. If the
outer walls of the building hedn't been of stone, the trustees, in this particular
instance, might not have been #o magnanimous. But the building weas heated by
stoves, and each student's room had its own with & woodbox beside it. What
remificayions of stovepipe there mmst heve been! The young folks hed to fetch
their own wood as well as their water supply. There wes no troop of servents
to wait on them in this or in any other American school. This meant a good many
trips up and down three flights of stairs. And the rooms must be swapt deily
and wz2lls and ceilings scrubbed as often as reguired. Seo, even though "wrestling
and ethletic games® were "not allowed in the building," the students did get

some exarcise.

Students boarding in academies were ususlly required to rise at six A.M.,
sunmer and winter alike, end gather in the chepel to begln the dey with devotional
exercises, The day was pretty well filled out with séudy hours and recitation
periods, and there were slso study hours fram seven to tem P,M. Think of iti
The students had to spend the whole evenlng poring over the next day's lessons
in their rooms. One wonders if the boys, who were not ellowed to wreetle indoors,
were not granted time during the daylight bhours for ball playing or other active

sports in the open.

You cen be sure Mss Mortimer was one who would believe in plenty of outdoor
activity for her charges, but like the Prinecipsl, Mr. Bates, she was hempered in
many weys by tradition. And one of the things the Preceptress of the Female
Department was expected to do was to marshal out her young ladies every fair
afternnon to promenade ercund the villege streets. Two abreast they tripped along,
in & long cavalcade headed by lady teachers, scmetimes with other lady teachers
bringlog up the rear. Of course, 1t was & decidedly conventional way to take an
airing, but it was a favorable ad for the school, and how "fetching" the damsels
must have loocked in their close-fitting bodices end spreading skirts, their poke
bonnets and reticules; the younger girls wore shorter skirts with pantalets.

A characteristie feature of life in the old acedemies were the Public
Exeminetions or "Exhibitions" which were held in the large hall or chapel of the
building et the close of every term. These lasted here three days and consisted
chiefly of en examination of the pupils in their studies, conduected by leading
citizens end the clergymen of the villege. Eerriet Beecher Stowe in "0Oldtown Folks"
told of how persing contests enlivened the examinations in one New England academy,

and the scholars who took part in them began preparing for them weeks and weeks



beforehend. There may have been "parsing bees" here under Mr. Bates; we cannot
sey as to that, but we know there were declamations and speeches and musical
seiectiona. It wea a showing off time for the young ladies end gentlemen!

Some of them enjoyed i1t immensely tut for timid souls what an ordeal 1t must

have been!

There was no doubt about the popularity of these events with the towmspeople.
Although there were long flights of stairs to c¢limb to reach the chilly fourth-
story chapel, there was alwaye a crowd on hand and on all the three Exhibition

evenings a door fee was charged.

After Julius Bates had been teaching here one year, and in that shert time
hed made our academy rank high among the institutions of ite kind, the trustees
decided to accept his offer, made when he first took the post, snd turn the
entire management of the Institute over to him. If we consider whet his cares
and responsibilitles were from the beginning, and how they were added to by this
new arrangement, we might wonder why he eonsented to do it as the fineneisl
returns could not have been much larger then when he had a fixed selary., ind
speaking of finances, the debit and credit side of running an academy, taken by
itself with nothing else to do, would be enough to wreck a sturdy constitution.

In the fell of 1845, when the Brockport Colleglate Institute was riding on
the crest of the wave, known for miles around as a populer and high eless school,
death ceme suddenly to the beloved Principal. We wes stricken in the prime of
life, and hi= widow wae left slmost pennilese with mmell children to care for.
There was gloom throughout the school and the whole community. But the crisis had
to be met, and two committees were formed, one to confer with Mrs. Bates sbout her
contiming the boarding establishment, and the other to see what Oliver Moorehouse,
one of the temchers, could do sbout serving as temporary prineipal. Both accepted
their opportunity to continue service here.

One of the things which made running an acedemy such a camplicated affeir was
the way the boerding department had to be managed. Resident students had the
privilege of boarding themselves if they wished, but many chose to pay for board
since they were allowed to furnish from one-fourth to one-half of whet they must
pey in provisions at market prices. Our ocut-of-town students were not drawn from

eities but from rural distriets.

And so Mrs, Bates, who wented to start enew with a clean slate, was emberr-
assed in her caleculations by having on her hends a mountain of fire wed, 21 cordsl
--that also was received in peymsnt; 70 bushels of potatoes; 30 of beets; 400
pounds of butter; 3 barrels of soft soep; one of piekles; "a lot of squashes, -
the sum totel of squashes was not given; and literally heeps of other things. Why
it was thought expedient to do it, we cannot say, but the trustees purchased all
these articles of Mrs. Bates end then immediately scld them back to her.

And after they had settled all the bille reletive to Mr. Bates' illnese and
death, for poor Mre. Bates was uneble to do it, the trustees begen to look about

for a new principal.

They found him in Mr, Jacob C. Tooker, A. M. We do not know where he csame
from or who recommended him, but we notice a change in the tone of the secretary's
recbords after MIr, Tooker tock the helm. There is dissatisfaction expressed, not
merely with =mokey chimmeys or the difficulty of ralsing money, or other such
familiar pleints, but withsituations wherein personaelities figure.
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Velued teachers resign, and the time-stained records indicste that for
some reason the Professor is "after the scalp® of Mrs. Bates. He has tried
to get the lady custed from Iver post but the trustees, after appointing a
committee to investigate her "boarding establishment®, deeide to keep her,
Then Mr. Toocker let it be known that he is weary of "the business of providing
scholars with lights, wood, washing, ete.," and would like to tremsfer this
burden from his own to the plump shoulders of Mrs. Maria Bates.

But the trustees have regerd for the technicalities of the situstion. If
Mrs, Bates is to do it, then she must be asked to rent the building and grounds
and be the proprietor instead of the principal. They choose to give the lady
& chanee to strengthen her position which she promptly aecepts.

Does 1t look as though the Professor is getting the worst of it? Appasrently,
80 and that mey explsin why his zeel for reforming everybody's weys but his own
suddenly took & new directiom.

In the Prineipal's room at the Institute on a Saturday morning in February,
a special meeting of the Boerd of Trustees has been cslled, the object of the
meeting being to bring that august body face to face with certain echolars whom
Mr., Tooker has discovered were guilty of "greve misdemeasnors.” He has the oul-
prits summoned and they listen to a solemn warning which 1s 1ssued to all the
students as a result of this meeting, for the Board resclves:
"That any member of the Broeckport Colleglate Institute who shall be convicted
of playlng cards or heving playing cards in his possession hereafter in said
Institute, shell be publiecly expelled therefrom forever,™ and, "That all similar
institutions in Western New York will be notified of such expulsion and furnish
with nemes of individuals so expelled.”

A devastating blow to strike at "Fleming Youthm! What next, Frofessor Tooker?

At succeeding meetings of the Board, the Tooker-Bates coentroversy fille all
the minutes. The boarding depertment is investigeted anew, but the scle result
seems to be that Mrs, Beates is given a donation perty. And this lady, now prop-
rietor of the establishment lays down ecme rules for her former boss.  ™Mr.
Tooker may not give music lessons on the plemo in the perleor® she declares, and
"He must Keep the Gate Shut ;"™ otherwise he cannot have the use of & portion of

the grounds or the use of the barm.

A pew comnittee welts on Mr., Tooker to hear him recite his grievences while
snother small group confers with Mrs. Bates. But it's of no use for harmony can-
not be restored. And since & good cook is of more value than a poor prineipsl,
they decided to motify Mr. Tooker that a change in his department would be

acceptable.

Teaching in an academy was an occupationwhich made great demende on the
eonstitution of the tescher. This may have accounted for the faet that they
chenged sbout pretty often; for, with so many acedemies-~in 1850 there were 6,085
of them in the United States--the ¢ompetition for teachers as well as puplls

was brisk.

Following Mr. Tooker as Prinecipal here was Frofessor J. G. K. Truair who had
been heed of the academy &t Norwich, Chemango County, before he accepted this more
important post. We know that the B. C. I. proespered under his mensgement. The
preceptress, or head of the female department at this time was Miss Carcline




Menning, and associated with her were other ladies who taught the "ornamental
branches,” such as, "fine pemmenship,” music, both plano-forte =nd vocal,

drewing, peinting, French. The age-old prejudice against leerning for women had
abated in the eighteen forties and eighteen fifties to a gratifying extent, but
there wes quite emough of it left, and most parents liked to have their deughters
"take a course in art® instead of puckering their brows over Latin and higher
mathematies,

The prospectus of the Institute for 1853 announced that ifr. Trueir, the
Prineipal, would leave at the close of the term because of impeired health,. He
gave up teaching when he left here and went into the newspeper business. You
wouldn't think that publishing a large dally newspaper would be relaxation
from teaching, but he undoubtedly was one of the Truairs who owned and edited
the Syracuse Daily Journal for a mumber of years. And in the Centennial History
of Onondega County you can see a full pege portreit of & benign and pleasant
locking elderly gentleman whose neme was J. G. K. Truair.

The next Prinecipal here was Mr. N. F. Stanton of Buffalo. He was well
equipped in training end experience for the post and we suspect that he was a
hustler. The achool catalogue stated that "Mrs. Stanton, as Matron of the
Institute, will give such special care to young lads and misses from a distance
as parents may desire.” There was enough for this ledy to do, as the school
was growing rapidly, without encroaching on the sphere of Mrs. Bates,

The top floor had been cut up into many new rooms for boarding pupils, while,
by putting "sliding sashes and panels™ between two of the recitation rooms so
they could, on occasion, be thrown together, they accommodated chapel exercises

on tha first floor.

Tuition without "extras"” remesined about $5.00 a term, but the price of
board had to be raised to keep up with the "mounting cost of living"--=yes, it was
raised to $1.50 per week! Even at these prices some could only afford to send
their ohildren to academies for & single year or even less, and remarksble
improvement within & short space of time was anxiously looked for by many of the
school's patrons. What wonder that instructors end pupils alike were animated
by & great desire to meke the publie exhibitions a sucecess] It was "up to them"

and they knew it.

The examinations =2t the end of the first winter the Stantons were hers-were
"highly gratifying" to the Board of Trustees, On the final evening, FProfessor
Raymond, who taught elocution in the new Rochester University, end the Honorable
Mr, Houghton of Buffelo were here assisting the usuel committee of gentlemen of

the village in awarding the prizes.

There were declamations and speeches. The golden age of academies colincided
with the golden ege of orstory. Prize easays were read, sentimental balleds were
sung, and there must have been hearmty applause for: "While we desire to make
no dispareging comparisons,” the secretary wrote down, "we do sincerely express
the belief that rarely has eny exhibition of this kind been s0 universally
Approved and Admired by the Aundience.” There may have been something contagious
about rhetorical flourishes for so much fine language wes used in describing thie
event thet it spreads over & page and a half of the old ledger.
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The next entry is deted a month later. Like a blow in the face, it has
a stinging brevity—"The building of the B. C. I. was destroyed by fire April
2, 1854, at 11 4. M." 11}

There are those still residing in Brockport who, though only small ehildren
when the tragic event occcurred, still remember it vividly.

The day happened to be Sunday. Indeed, if it handn't been the Lord's Day
there wouldn't have been such an awful erime committed. One of the boarding
pupils, whether a boy or a girl we cannot say, but oblivien is mereciful, dis-
cbeyed the rule that everyone must go to chureh, and on $hat Sebbath morning
stayed in his or her room to make candy!

It must have been molasses taffy, for chocolate fudge wes unknown at that
date, end it boiled over before it was noticed, and articles in the roam caught
fire. There was a sheet of zine under each stove, but there must have been great

carelessness; and the fire spread!

While all the good people were sitting quietly in church, there wes a
sudden great uproar ocutside. Alarm ceused a general exodus. And the panie
stricken citizens, as they poured into the streets, saw the Collegliate Institute,
their proudest possession, going up in flames]

One of our residents who was only a very smell lad when he viewed the lurid
spectacle was afraid the whole eerth was going to burn up. His mother reassured
him on that point but took occasion to drive home & moral. "Those who practice
deceit,” said she, "and break the Sabbath, are likely to bring down some terrible
puni shment from Above,"

Almost immediately after the fire the trustees passed & resolution to rebuild.
It appeared a resh undertaking in view of the finaneial difficulties certaln to be
expected, and a few dissented and dropped out. But thelr places on the Board were
promptly filled by others. It seemed as though the townspecples could not face
the prospect of doing without their Collegiate Institute,

0f course, the students all scattered. Those who lived in Brockport were able
to continue their education here, for there were small schools in the wvillage
where the higher branches were teught. ™It's an {11 wind that blows nobody good."
Those small teacher-owner achools hed a great chance when they did not have to meet
the competition of the Collegiate Institate.

We have tried to give a history of the latter in considersble detall--the
source materiel being aveilable--for this school was typleal of thousands of others
thet flourished at that time. You remember, they aslways "flourished."™ The old
academy of Victorlan days was a grand institution in spite of ite defects, and
has an aurs of romence,

But in regard to the contemporary lesser schools of the village, we need to
sey and are sble to sey very little. We can herdly do more than give a few aide-

lights on the subject.

In the year 1843, the "deputy Superintendent of Common Schoole of the County
of Orleens,"™ fissued to Miss Christiana Thoms & small but beautifully enmgraved
certificate which l1icensed her to "teach Common Schools in any Town and Distriet
of the sald County.™ A teacher's certificate of that date in Lionroe County would




probebly show the same wording. The public schools were then called "ocommon®
schools, either because they were common to all or teught only the common
branches., But they were not free schools for the rate bills persisted in this
State until after the Civil War.

We heve spoken of the little village schoolhouse out on Erie Street that
belonged to the days of long ago. It wes still in use as a school &t the middle
of the last eentury, but there was aleso another small villege or "common® school
on the east side of the village. One of our older residents remembers it, but it
was torn down, we suppose, about 1850. For that was the yesr when land was
bought adjoining this older school, on the cormer of Park Avenue and Union Street,
for the ersction of a larger and finer distriet school building which is standing

there today.

On Feyette Street a North District School, now transformed into a dwelling
house, wes built. Then, on the cormer of Holley and Utica Streets, where the
modern Grammar School now stands, was erected a West Distriet School. It 1s
supposed that these three schools were all built about the same time.

When the large union or grammer school, just referred to, was projected in
1915, it waes et first designed to have it on the eest side of the village, but the
discovery was made that if the lend on which the West Distriet School then stood
wes to be used for other purposes, it would revert to the Brockway heirs. So it
was decided, very naturslly, to bulld the Grammar School rTight there.

The old East Distriet School bullding is &ll that remsins of our former
Dietriet system, and when its shabbiness is overlooked and only its architecturael
lines considered, it 1s a good-looking edifice. A= it was to a2 limited extent a
grade school, for it had two schoolrooms and two teachers, a few data regarding

it may be of interest.

One of its esrliest teachers was Ir, 411is. Others were Nathaniel Palmer,
Mr. Merrill end Mr. Thorp.

At nine o'eloek every schoolday morning, the head teacher, always & man, in the
fifties, rang a bell at the entrance., The older scholers were taught in the south
room of this East District School and the smaller omes in the nerth room. When the
tyrant picked up his ruler and drove some boy before him inte the front entry, every-
one knew what was going to happen., This seems to have been like an early sechool in
Eris County of which it is recorded: "Mr. Sturgeon taught the older echildren and
did the whipping for the whole school."

There were very large sliding doors, perhaps eight feet wide, between the two
schoolrooms end these were finished on both sides as bleckboards. During "morning
exercises” with which the school day began, these were thrown wide open, but at
other times they remeined e¢losed and the two departmente were completely separated.
There were also "literary exercises" occasionally in each room, end a moveble plat-
form or stege wes set up which the children who hed to "speak pleces" or resad
compositions were obliged to mount to do the thing in proper style.

0ddly enough there is & composition still in existence thet wes written by one
of the young hopefuls in the primary department of that school. Its title is,
"Description of a Schoolroom,™ but 1t doesn't describe the room, it only contains a
brief description of the school itself., The youthful writer, after naively
morelizing on the value of "Enowledge," sald, without any punctuation:
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*There ere 42 in Mr. Allis room and in Miss Barnetts room there are 50. We sing
sometimee and we have two recesses a day then we play as hard as possible., If
‘we Whiaper we have to stay in at recesses and that I do not like"----(more
moralizing--even the infantas took it up)----signed: "Dora."

This "literary effort® was marked "Very Good" by the teacher, and maybe that
was why 1t was tucked away in a drawer of the old secretary where it remsined,
dusty and forgotten, until now.

We have mentioned the little "select"™ schocls. There were surprising number
of them here, but that seems to have been the case in Rochester a=nd perhaps every-
where then. No schools being free,the select schools cost only a little more than
the others, snd teesching weqs ebout the only genteel occupation a young lady could
engage in. She could gather a few neighborhood children together in her own home
and teach them the rudiments, with little more in the way of equipment needed than
tact and the abllity to make her small charges "toe the mark."

However, one or two of ocur private schools in the eighteen fifties seam to
have been more ambitious. In that of Miss Harriet Skidmore on Mein Street, both
ancient and modern languages were taught.

This peper hes become peerly twice as long && it was intended to be. Of the
fice new Collegiete Institute that was slowly rising where the fcrmer one hed stocd
we will sey little for its history is well known. Although the building was not
eompleted in November 1885, the school was then reopened. It had proved to be
impossible to retein Mr, Stanton end Devid Burbank was the first Principal.

Shortly efter the Civil Wer, Brockport, by turning over the Collegiate Institute
building to the State, secured the location here of & State Normal School, but

there wes an express understanding that the Academic Department was to be continued
under the seme roof. It is still & school that really "flourished”.

FPerheps it should be mentioned that all that is said in these pages asbout the
B. C. I. (with the exception of the last two persgrephs) reletes to the first
Collegiate Institute which wes destroyed in 1854. What is set down here is the
result of an intensive study of the old record book of that school and of old
documents in the possession of the present Normel School. Other valuable sources
of information were the large Monroe County History, published in 1877, a life of
Mary Mortimer by Minerve Bruce Norton memories of old residemt s who received their
eerly educetion here, and some old newspepers, newsclippings, end letters, which
were kindly lent me by their owners. It seems impossible to write of past times
understandingly without the aid of socurce material.
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