











THE PARTURIENT DUSE OF TRGOT. 203

The conditions of the practice of medicine in the country, the modes
of life, and the disposition and apportionment of time are as dissimilar
to the dispatch and formal routine of the wurban magnate, under the
tyranny of his office hours, as are the tumultuous unrests of Wall Street
to the insipidity ofa country store.

The prudent use of ergot has in it no element of hurry,  On the
plane of utility, where ergot and the forceps meet, the latter represents
the spurring activities of city life, and the ergot is more fitly the symbol
of patient waiting on the processes of nature.

The physicians, whose attention is particularly directed to the treat-
meat of uterine disorder, and whose art has so lately sprung into such
apparent importance, do not hesitate to assert that a very large, if not
the major, part of the cases that come under their observation, are
the immediate results of the accidents of childbirth* The statement
is lamentable eniough, but the imputation on the skill of the accoucheurs
of to-day is terrible. These cases are not relics of past ignorance——they
are contemporaneous history.  If the charge be true, the physical tor-
ture of to-day is from the childbirihs of yesterday.

If, within this quarter of a century, ergot has faded from medical litera-
ture, if the forceps has assumed a prominence that casts a scorn on the
prophecy of the fathers, if assistance from within at the parturient epoch
has been supplanted by the substitution of forces from without, if gyne-
cology (a name unknown in the memory of most of us) has been called
into being by the necessities to which it ministers, and if its growth is a
measure of the widespread necessities, if its imputation on the average
conduct of labor be but a shadow of the truth, who can assert that A
hands are clean? Who that ministers to human suffering, and who
takes a pride in his profession, will not instinctively take a backward
glance, and be impelled to ponder over the problem, whether the
methods of the past cannot be re-studied to advantage ?

% To support this statement by quotations will be wasteful of space, for their name
is legion. The latest, and one of the boldest, may be found in a report of a paper
presented before the Academy of Medicine, by Dr. W, E. Forrest, and published in the
Madical News, Nov. 11, 1882, page g1g.
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THE MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE COUNTY OF
KINGS.

A REGULAR MERTISG of the Medical Society of the County of Kings was held Nov.
zist, 1882, the President, Dr. Jewelt, in the chair, and about one hundred members
present. The minutes of the last meeling were accepted without reading.

The following propositions for mermbership were made : By Dr. Sullivan, Touis De
B, Kulm, M.D., 767 Willoughby Avenue by Dr. Bodkin, J. F. O"Connell, LD, 168
Jay Street; by Dr. Rochester, S, H, Henton, M.D.. 32 Madison Street; by Dr.
Healy, W. F. Millington, M.D., 216 Tenth Street; and by Dr. Fowler, James C,
Kennedy, M.D., 326 Hart Spreet, The Councit reported the acceptance to pnember-
ship of the following : John Bowen, M.D., B. I M, C., 1878 ; B, 1L Knight, M.D.,
L1 C.H., 1882, and W. A. Northridge, L1, C. HL, 1852,

Tue CounciL recommended the passage of the following resolution

Fesotved, That the Medical Sf)qlety of the County of }iip arns with regret that
there is danger that the Surgeon-General’s Library, which is cor ered the most com-
plete medical library in the world, will be merged into the Congressional Library 3
and hereby urgently but respectfully requests thot the Representatives in the benate
and Congress {rom this State will oppose any change in the present administration of
the Surgeon-General’s Library, and that they will nse every justifiable means to pre-
serve and protect that library tnder the same direction that has made it so peculiarly
valuable and instructive to the entire medical profession of the United Siates.
Adopted.

“The regular scientific business of the evening was then taken up, being the Report of
the Committee on Therapeatics and Clinical Medicine :

r. Dr. J. A McCorkle : The Physiological Action and Special Therapy of Nux
YVomica ;

2. Dr. B, H. Bartley : Antiseptic Therapeutics ; and

3. Dr. Alexander Fluiching s Note on the Parfurient Dose of Ergot.

The paper by Dr. Hutchins was read by title.

There was no debate upon either of these contributions,

The following resolutions, which had been made a special order for this meeting,
were adopted by a ballot vote of 5T yeas 1o 40 nays.

Whereas, 1t is known through the delegates of this, The Medical Society of the
County of Kings, to the Medical Society of the State of New Vork, that the latter body
did, al the annual meeting in Febrnary Tast, first discuss the abrogation of the entire
Code of Ethics, and, that proposition having failed, didl adopt thz report of its Com-
mittee on the Code of Ethics, whereby that part of the Code which relates to eon-
sultations was not only practically abrogated, but a clause was substituted declaring
hat * members of The Medical Society of the State of New York, and of the medical
societics in affiliation therewith, may meet in consultation legally qualified practitioners
of medicine,”” which is in divect opposition to the former Code and to the Code of the
American Medical Association; and

[ ereas, This Medical Society of the County of Kings is in affiliation with, and is
represented in both the Medical Society of the State of New York and the American
Medlical Association, it now finds itsell with two Codes of Fthics which are in dir
opposition upon the important aubiect of consultations, and with a by-law enforcing
the Codes of both these bodies, If this County Society obeys the legislation of the
State Society, it must give up its sfiliation with the National Association; while if it
holds to the Code of the National Association, it must subject itself to e admonished
by the State Society for this rejection of its by-law; therelore, be it

Rosolved, That this Society earvestly desires Lo retain its relations with both the State
Sociaty and the National Association, and, if possible, will do nothing to sac ifice its
right {o representation in either body.
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Resofved, That this Society deprecates the principle of the State Society taking rev-
olutionary action upon matters of general and important professional interest without
consalting the wishes of its constituent county medical societies directly upon the points
to be legislated upon.

Resolved, Thal this Society regrets the action of the State Society in regard to this
change in the Code of Ethics, and respectfully asks that the action may be reconsidered
and reversed at the next annual meeting.

Resolved, That this Society is in favor of having a Code of Ethics, and of having
one that may be in substantial accord with the principles of the old code of the State
Society and the present code of The American Medical Association.

Kesorved, That a copy of this preamble and resolutions be forwarded by the delega-
tions of this Society both to the State Medical Society and the American Medical Associ-
ation, and that the said delegates be nstructed to vote on this bject in the interest of
these resolutions, upon whatever issue may arise concerning Codes of Ethics or their
abrogation, because these resolutions express the will of a majority in the Society to be
represented by said delegates,

The Crarr announced that Dr. Westbrook would give two apatomical demonstra-
tions upon the female pelvis on the first and second T uesdays in December, at 8,30
P. M., at the Amphitheatre of the Long Tsland College Hospital. The subject of the
tirst lecture, “ The female pelvic floor,” and of the second, ** The female pelvic or-
gans.”  The members of this Society were cordially invited to attend,

The CHatr also announced a report of the surgical committee for the next meeting.

The following named gentlemen were declared members of the Society-—viz. : J. A,
Blake, M.D., David Myerle, M.D., and C. N. T). Jones, M. D,

Adjourned.

Mondnmios ‘0 Zwrnp

Kapna uéy’ arbiproict, xosce beduriip’ o8vvamy,

Hymins ol Howeer, No. YV,

PROLIFERATIONS,

———Mare Trirrers.  Dr. Joseph Healy reports that on Nov. g he
attended at the birth of triplets, males, well developed, weighing about
four pounds each; vertex preseniation. The labor was about two hours
in duration; no unusual circumstances attending it; good recovery.
The boys are living. According to the doctrine of chances, Dr. H.
may expect his next case of viable triplets in 1982,
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amaurosis, or than those who turn back a mental disease or act as pre-
ise interpreters of the meaning of the dread symptoms of cerebro-spinal
maladies. In other words, he who is most familiar with the special
senses and the most important viscera—the brain and the cord—is rele-
gated toa position inferior to the expert of an abdominal or thoracic
viscus; thus blindly holding to tradition, the average ruling faculty
refuses to do what business men in every walk of life are doing—-reward
superior knowledge and skill. It is a curious contradiction that in
republican America the monarchial medical college faculty should
thrive, wherein the government consists of a few grandees, whose indis-
creet and superfluous boast it is that they are in no sense specialists,
whilst in despotic and bayonet-ridden Europe the Universities are so
republican that a tutor’s vote is as weighty as a professor’s, It is a rank
and manifest injustice that this should be so in this country of democ-
racy. For the continuance of such a tyranny of caste, no reason can be
assigned that will not look hideous in the light of day. Time will right
it, and before long.  We hail then, the first rebels | "—(dmer. Four. of
Newrology and Pscyehiatry, Aug., 82, p. 309.)

~SupseQuEnT Hisrory or Nerve-Strercmine.,  Dr. L. Co Gray
forwards the following very candid note for publication:

“In my recent article on Stretching of the Facial Nerve, in the Sep-
tember number of Tae Procrepings, my second case, the young man
of 2z years, was reported as cured, Since the publication of my paper,
this patient, I regret to say, has relapsed. The relief was only obtained
for two months and a half. Whether his present condition is as bad as
it was when he first came to me, I have no means of knowing, for I
have not seen him since the first days of the relapse.

“ 1 hope this addendum will travel co-extensively with my article and
correct it. I have always suspected, and have frequently stated my suspi-
cions, thata very material difference would be made in the percentage
of nerve-stretching cures, were the gentle hand of correcting time not
inhibited by hasty publication.”

e CrEDIT 0 Waonm Creprr 1s Duve. Philip Doddridge (1y02-
1751}, spoke of nerve-stretching, and recommended it as a religions
stimulant in his Zeal and Vigor in the Christian Race.

““ Awake my soul: STRETCH EVERY NERVE,
And press with vigor on.”

eePurvis Dovert.  People whose “inward griefs and peristaltic woes”
have been relieved by the powder of Dover, do not generally know to
whom they are indebted for this excellent compound. Doctor Dover
was a friend and probably pupil of the great Sydenham. He com-



208 PROLIFERATIONS,

menced practice in Bristol, where, having made some money, he longed
to make more. The Roll of the College of Physicians tells us that he
joined with some merchants in fitting out two privateers for the South
Seas, in one of which, the Duke,” he himself sailed from Bristol, 2nd
August, 1708, On the passage out they touched at the Island of Juan
Ternandes, where Dover, on the 2d Tebruary, 1708-g, found Alexander
Selkirk, who had been alone on the island for four years and flour
months, and whom Dover brought away in the “ Duke.”  In the April
following, Dover took Ginaguil, a city or town of Peru, by storm. In
December, 1709, the two privateers took a large and valuable prize, a
ship of twenty guns and 190 men, in which Dover removed from the
«Duke,” taking Alexander Selkirk with him as master, and finally
reaching England in October, 1711 After this cruise, Dr. Dover re-
moved to London, where his practice soon became great. His patients,
and the apothecaries who wished to consult him, addressed their letters
to the Jerusalem coffee house, where at certain hours of the day he re-
ceived most of his patients.—Can. Jour. of Med. Sci.

ConstipatioN.—Where constipation is due to torpor of the mus-
cular layer of the intestine combined with defective secretion of the
mucous membrane, Dr. Bartholow uses gither one of these formulee :
R Te. nucis vomicz.
Te. belladonnz.
Tec. physostigmee. aa f. 3 1. M.
Spg.—Thirty drops in water, morning and evening, or,
R. Fx. physostigmee.
Ex. belladonnze.
Fx. nucis vomice. aa gr. v.
M. et ft. in. pil. No. =
Sya.—One pill at bedtime.

o FasTiNg ¥ AcutE RurumaTism.—Dr. Wood, professor of chemis-
try in the Medical Department of Bishop's College, Montreal, reports in
the Canade Medical Record a number of cases in which acute articular
rheumatism was cured by fasting, usually from four to eight days. In
no case was it necessary to fast more than ten days. Less positive re-
sults were obtained in cases of chronic rheumatism. The patients were
allowed to drink freely of cold water, or lemonade in moderate quanti-
ties, if they preferred. INo medicines were given. Dr. Wood says that
from the quick and almost invariably good results obtained by simple
abstinence from food in more than forty cases in his own practice he is
inclined to believe that rheumatism is, after all, only a phase of indi-
gestion, to be cured by giving complete and continued rest to all the
viscera.

A puvsician falls into a fit while making a round of visits, and is
carried into a drug store.
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““Send for Dr. X—-." says somebody.

““No, no, not for him,” says the dying man feebly, at the mention of

bis rival’s name ; “*if he brought me round it would advertise him ! 1
prefer to die”

——A Prince or Scrence.—He has been called in to give his opinion
on a case wherz the patient complaing of a severe pain in the hip, which
several other princes of science have identified as indicating divers dif-
ferent complaints.

‘“There’s nothing wrong in there!” says the new comer, positively,
after examining the patient.

¢ But, doctor——" protest the other surgeons, sach reciting his diag-
nosis.

“Oh, perhaps you know better than I do?” screams the prince of
science, who does not tolerate contradiction. ., “1 tell you there’s nothing
wrong with the man, and T’ll prove it. (Seizes 2 knife, and with the
speed of thonught excavates a trench in the patient, laying bare the bone.)
There, gentlemen, you can see for yourselves there was nothing the
matter with him 17

Iwwanrine Convursions.—The adopted and regular treatment of
M. Jules Simons, of the Hospital des Enfants Malades, for infantile con-
vulsions, is as follows : On arrival, the first thing he orders is an injec-
tion of salt and water, salad oil, or glycerine, or honey, which he ad-
ministers himself, as he has too often observed that the parents or the
nurse have already lost their wits. If the teeth can be opened suffi-
ciently, a vomitive is given, which clears the stomach of any food that
could not be digested—the most frequent cause of convulsions. How-
ever, the attack continues but soon ceases on applying a handkerchief,
on which a few drops of chloroform are poured, to the mouth, which
the child inhales Jargely. If the convaisions reappear the ansesthetic is
renewed, and the child is placed in a mustard bath for a few minutes,
and then wiped dry and placed on his bed properly wrapped. Chloro-
form might be again administered if, after an interval, the child was
seized again, and before leaving the nurse, M. Simon prescribes a four
ounce potion, containing sixteen grains of bromide of potassinm, one
grain of musk, and a proportional preparation of opium, for he does not
believe that the brain is congested in these attacks, it is rather excited,
and the opium acts as a sedative. A teaspoonful of the mixture is
given several times a day. On the following days the child is generally
restless and irritable and ready to be attacked again, but a small blister
about an inch square is applied to the back of the neck, and left on
about three hours, when it is replaced by a poultice of linseed meal, and
gives vary savidlaciony results, M. Simon, in teymiraling, says, *“ such
is the treatment that 1 bave jnstituted in my practice of every day.”
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——Tur Recursr Mowtary Mrerives of the Medical Society of the
County of Kings are held at 8 P. M. on the third Tuesday of each
month, at Everett Hall, 368 Folton Street.

The December meeting will be held on the rgth.  The papers will be
as follows: 1. Amputation at the Knee-joint; IL Some Points in the
Reduaction of Hernia, by Dr. J. S, Wight.

Fssentials of Success in Ovariotomy, by Dr. AL J. C. Skene.

Napthaline as a Wound-dressing, by Dr. (. R, Fowler.
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