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PRIORITY REGISTRATION ISSUE
Registration for Spring 2023 begins October 31 

Why you need to register now and how to prepare for next semester

MICHALA SCHRAM 
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Taking advantage of 
registering for next se
mester’s classes during 
priority registration, start
ing October 31, may in
crease chances of getting 
the courses an individual 
wants.

Priority registration 
for students who are cur
rently taking 12 or more 
credits starts October 31, 
while students taking un
der 12 credits are availa
ble to register beginning 
November 2. Registration 
opens up to the public and

all new and transfer stu
dents on November 7.

Procrastination in regis
tering for desired classes 
may lead to the elimina
tion of those particular 
classes due to low sign 
ups. Regarding decisions 
when evaluating the Fall 
2022 semester. Depart
ment Chair for Visual and 
Performing Arts, Jason 
Flack, said, “It was about 
five weeks before the start 
of the semester that we 
started analyzing the en
rollment within individu
al classes and looking at 
low enrolled classes, and 
figuring out how we can

move them out to cancel 
classes.” Therefore, this 
shows the Importance of 
registering early.

The first step in the 
registration process is to 
find the advisor that is 
assigned to the specific 
student. To clarify, this is 
not necessarily the advisor 
that originally onboarded 
the student at the start of 
attending MCC. Associate 
Director of Advisement 
and Transfer services, Sal
ly Dingee, said that stu
dents can find their advisor 
by looking at their Degree 
Works, or it is also listed 
on Starfish (See page three

for details on Starfish).
Dingee also stated, 

“You want to make sure 
that you’re getting the 
classes that you want to 
take that you need for 
your program. It is also an 
advantage to participate 
in priority registration 
because you can get the 
times you want...you can 
have [the] first chance to 
grab the classes that work 
best for your schedule.”

Financial aid is pack
aged for the whole year. 
Dingee commented that 
if a student received aid 
in the Fall, they should 
receive aid in the Spring.

She added, “You don’t 
have to worry about pay
ment, that happens later.” 
Registering for classes 
does not mean payment is 
needed at that time.

Students showing inter
est by registering for cer
tain classes can increase 
the amount of those class
es offered. In addition, 
possible cancellations 
may occur if there are low 
sign ups for a course.

Registering for classes 
as soon as possible can 
have major benefits to a 
student and is continually 
encouraged.

Work with the Financial Aid Office to ensure eligibility
MICHALA SCHRAM 
EDITOR IN CHIEF

One of the most important parts 
of applying to college, for a new 
school year, or a new semester, is 
financial aid. As students move 
through the fall semester, an im
portant date is creeping closer and 
closer, and that is early registration 
for the spring semester starting in 
October.

Director' of Financial Aid, Je
rome St. Croix states that in Octo

ber, the FAFSA (Free Application 
For Federal Student Aid) applica
tion for the 2023-2024 school year 
will be available to fill out. St. 
Croix’s top piece of advice is that 
Individuals need to prepare them
selves for college as soon as pos
sible. He stated, “I think it’s very 
important to try to get organized, 
[and] get your information togeth- 
e'r, so apply early.”

The FAFSA form includes 
questions about family members, 
tax information, demographic in

formation, and other various de
tails about an individual and their 
family. This can be difficult for 
someone who may not have this 
information readily available, or 
is unsure how to answer the ques
tions on the form. St. Croix ex
plains, “Reach out to the financial 
aid office if you have questions 
because we’ve got a lab where we 
help students and family fill out 
[their] FAFSA, or any financial aid 
application for that matter.”

continued on page 3

Library 
Hours cut

BRITTANY LAWSON 

WRITER

There’s been conversation go
ing around from students voic
ing their thoughts about library 
hours being cut back. The cur
rent hours are Monday-Thurs
day 8:45am-7:00pm, Friday 
8:00am-4:00pm, and are closed 
Saturday and Sunday.

Before the cut in hours, the li
brary was open Monday-Friday 
7:45-9:00pm, Saturdays from 
ll:00pm-4:00pm, and closed on 
Sunday. Those hours prior to the 
cut may have been more bene
ficial, especially to those who 
work throughout the week and 
who have small children. It may 
be the only time where students 
can be in a quiet environment 
to study and stay focused; espe
cially during finals week. Finals 
week is a crucial time for every 
student and with resources be
ing limited, there’s an important 
question to ask...what are stu
dents supposed to do? There are 
neighborhood libraries but they 
may not be open late enough for 
students who work evenings.

Katie Ghidiu, the Director of 
Libraries spoke a little more in 
depth of what the issues are and 
changes will be made to accom
modate students for the upcom
ing semester. Ghidiu stated,“We 
are trying to figure out the best 
way to make sure that when stu
dents do come into the library, or 
when going to students, trying 
to provide resources they can 
access.” These changes are due 
to the shortage of staff, to enable 
the library to offer the hours it 
can.

Students can take concerns to 
the Student Government as they 
have been speaking to the school 
to work on alternatives. Ghidiu 
stated, “Because they are the 
student representatives on cam
pus. They’re able to meet with 
administration and be a really 
powerful avenue for students to 
share with the college what they 
want and what are priorities for 
students.” Ghidiu continued, 
“...student government is plan
ning to survey MCC students on 
when they use the library, what 
they use it for, and what hours 
they vvbuld like, the library to’be 
open.”
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Track your 
academic progress 
in Degree Works

CORINNE RICHARDSON 
NEWS EDITOR

Degree Works is a feature tai
lored to show what a student has 
accomplished towards their major 
at MCC. It can tell students who 
their advisor is, how many cred
its an individual has, a person’s 
GPA, and runs as a checklist of 
everything students need to trans
fer or graduate. Additionally, it 
shows possible transferring plans 
and how credits would transfer 
over.

Without checking Degree 
Works, students may end up tak
ing whatever classes they want 
versus what they need to take for 
their desired degree; and therefore 
resulting in adding extra time at 
MCC. This may also lead to the

decision to change majors.
A few buttons on Degree Works 

can help navigate a students’ op
tions. The “What-if” button can 
show requirements for anoth
er program to help decide. And 
the “Transfer” button can show a 
student’s progress if they were to 
transfer to another college.

All MCC students have a Degree 
Works account. It tells what classes 
each student should take for each 
semester (in their desired path
way) to graduate. In addition, it 
shows what classes can fill certain 
credits. Being aware of the classes 
to take for math and English place
ment could greatly benefit all stu
dents.

To get to Degree Works from the 
portal, click on the Degree Works 
tile.

What is the difference 
between a major, program, 
pathway, and track?

BRITTANY LAWSON 
WRITER

Whether this is the first time a 
student has attended college, or 
the person is a returning student, 
an individual may wonder what an 
advisor means when they use the 
terms, “major, program, pathway, 
or track,” regarding their degree. 
Many may wonder what each sec
tion means, and how it benefits 
them to know.

Vicki Pankratz, School Specialist 
of School of Arts and Humanities, 
stated “.... Program is what your 
degree is going to be at MCC and 
that’s what the actual degree will 
say. The major most of the time will 
match up with the program but

under a few expectations.” These 
expectations may be if a student is 
in the two plus two program.

Pankratz stated, “.... Pathway is 
[the] ... focus of where the stu
dent is going. For example, if a 
student is interested in a compet
itive health program like nursing 
or dental, their pathway would be 
nursing but their program would 
be liberal arts while going through 
pre-reqs.”

Pankratz also stated that all 
programs don’t have tracks, those 
that do list them within the ma
jor. If students have questions or 
concerns about their major, they 
should go to their advisor listed in 
Degree Works.
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Don’t Forget: Apply to Graduate
When you finish all of your classes - you aren’t 

quite done yet! You must file your intent to 
graduate to finalize the process

CORINNE RICHARDSON 
NEWS EDITOR

When a student is planning on graduating soon, 
they must complete the “Intent to Graduate,” form. 
Even if all classes are completed, they will not 
graduate if this form is not completed. This form 
prompts a review of the the transcript to ensure that 
all requirements have been met.

The form can be located by logging into the por
tal, via the “Student Home” tile > “Graduation Ser
vices” > “Apply to Graduate.”

You will need the following information:
• Name (As you would like it to appear on your ' 

diploma)
• Mailing address
• Student ID (Your Banner ID “M” number)
• Telephone number
• Program for which you are requesting a de

gree
• Transfer credit you are requesting from an

other Institution that you previously attended
• Expected date of graduation

Afterwards you will receive an email notifying if 
you are on track to graduate for the given date.

If any information needs to be changed regarding 
this form, students may call the Graduation Office 
by phone, (585) 292-2040, or through email, gradu- 
ation@monroecc.edu

The MCC website also adds, “IMPORTANT! 
Please review your Degree Works worksheet report 
before you submit your application for graduation. 
If any areas in your program are ‘Not Met’ you will 
need to register for those classes or see an advisor 
for assistance.”

If you need a paper copy, the website says there 
is an application at the Registration and Records 
Office or the Advisement Center on the Brighton 
Campus or at the Student Engagement Center at the 
Downtown Campus.

Possible graduation dates are May 30, August 
30, and December 30. There is only one ceremony 
a year after the spring semester in the summer. In 
April you will receive all the information you need 
for graduation.

Use Starfish to schedule meetings 
with advisers and professors
BRITTANY LAWSON
WRITER

The Starfish system is an early alert system that identifies what prob
lems students may have and a way to schedule appointments with pro
fessors and advisors.

John Kulak, who oversees Starfish said, “It’s important for students to 
make connections especially within different departments because you 
know firsthand if you have an issue going on, it’ll send you to that per
son.”

Kulak stated this about the percentage of the student body that uses 
Starfish, “....[In] 2020, it went from 40% to 60% during COVID...Be
tween weeks four and eight of the semester, faculty are invited to raise 
flags and referrals and kudos that students might find they’re getting Star
fish related emails.”

Starfish is a tool that many professors utilize to help create appoint
ments to answer students’ questions and talk about any concerns. It may 
be a help to those who are studying in remote classes or online classes.

FINANCIAL AID OFFERS 
LAST SEMESTER EXEMPTIONS

image by HeatherPague 
via Pixabay

CORINNE RICHARDSON
NEWS EDITOR

For a student’s last semester, 
they are able to opt to do the 
“Last Term Exemption^” The 
following has the information 
about the exemption and cre
dentials for it.

Last Term Exemption can 
only be used one time and for 
a class in a student’s degree. 
If a student fails any required 
classes that semester they will 
not be able to have another

last-term exemption.
A student may use their last 

term exemption to repeat any 
passed class from their degree 
for a better grade.

If a student needs less than 
12 credits in their last semes
ter when filling out the “Intent 
to Graduate” form the student 
may register for any other 
course to be a full-time student 
and for financial aid purposes.

A student will know if it was 
granted or not by their financial 
aid package.

rinc.org
mailto:gradu-ation@monroecc.edu
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THE LIBRARY IS MORE THAN BOOKS
Reserve study areas, utilize scanners, copiers, and printers, get research assistance 

from librarians, and technology help from the Student Help Desk - 
there is even a study room for parents with children in tow

MICHALA SCHRAM 
EDITOR IN CHIEF

The LeRoy V. Good library on 
the Brighton campus is a feature 
of the college campus that has a 
plethora of opporhmities, both 
to study and research, along with 
technology help and librarians 
able to answer student’s questions.

Director of Libraries at MCC, 
Katie Ghidiu, stated, “We’re really 
trying to make sure that we’re up 
to date and we’re matching what 
students are learning and what 
they need.’’ Ghidiu has been em
ployed with the campus for seven 
years, and been director for five 
years.

The library provides materi
als for studying, research papers, 
recreational reading, and readings 
that faculty use for their classes. 
When a student is assigned a re
search paper, they can reach out to 
the library to schedule an appoint
ment to meet with a librarian for 
help, or there is walk-in availabil
ity as well. These meetings can be 
in-person or virtually.

Ghidiu stated, “We help students 
with research papers and how to 
evaluate sources that they’re find
ing; and how to incorporate them 

into their assignments.” Which 
can be a major help to those who 
may not be familiar with citations, 
and the importance of them.

Another feature of the library is 
the technology assistance that is 
provided. Regarding the Student 
Technology help desk, Ghidiu 
added, “The student technology 
help desk moved from another lo
cation on campus into the library. 
So it would be a single stop where 
students could come in, access 
technology, use it, but also get help 
with it.”

If the library is not open, there 
is an option for receiving help at 
any point in the day. Ghidiu stat
ed that the MCC libraries are part 
of a, “national collective of librar
ians,” and can help any time of 
day, any day during the week, and 
is available all year round. Once 
there has been a meeting held, if 
it is with someone who is not di
rectly affiliated with MCC, there 
will be a notification sent to the li

photo by Michata Schram

The library offers several additional features, including gallery space to exhibit the MCC art collection, of which 
many pieces were created by students. ' .........

brarians on campus to give insight 
on the meeting, and how to follow 
up with the student who requested 
further help.

In the LeRoy V. Good library, 
there is another feature for parents 
and guardians that need to balance

both schoolwork and children. Af
ter talking with the students, the 
library team realized that there 
could be a better space for students 
that have to balance both school 
and their children. After walking 
in to the library, turn to the left by 

the computers, and there is a room 
with a white board, a few chairs, 
and toys. This enables the balance 
of school work for the adult and 
playtime at the same time for the 
kids.

Students can access e-books. 

online journals, scholarly articles, 
etc. online through the MCC web
site, or through the portal. The 
library offers so many resources 
to aid in a student’s time attend
ing classes; whether virtually or 
in-person.

FINANCIAL AID continued from page I

This application is not the only way to 
receive aid in college tuition; there is the 
New York State TAP application, Pell grant, 
and Excelsior form. Additionally, MCC has 
many scholarships to apply for. Many of 
these scholarships are not awarded because 
no one applied. Students are encouraged 
to apply for scholarships, as they may be 
eligible for scholarships they may not be 
aware of.

Another tip is to come up with a finan
cial plan. Starting the conversation with 
the financial aid team on campus can help 
start a student’s future plans. Their focus as 
professionals is to help maximize what the 
student is offered. This is an important point 
to know because financial aid money only 
lasts so long.

The length of the aid depends on several 
factors, St. Croix states, “Federal allows a 
student to [receive] grant money up to six 
years to get their bachelor’s degree or the 
equivalent of getting federal grant awards in 
12 semesters... if they go half time, or take 
a summer course, that coimts as a partial 
semester.” He continued, “New York state 
allows students to get TAP awards for up to 
three years at a community college, and up 
to five years total.”

Additionally, money that is borrowed can 
accrue interest as the person is in school. 
This information is important for students 
to know so there is not a shock after com
pleting school. St. Croix said, “Subsidized 
[loans] means the government pays their 
interest while they’re in school. So their in

terest doesn’t start accruing until they start 
repayment six months after they complete 
college.” He then said that an unsubsidized 
loan gathers interest right away.

An individual can do both a subsidized 
and imsubsidized loan. For some, this may 
be their only option to be able to attend 
school; but it’s important to know what will 
need to be repaid in the future.

Financial aid can be tricky, and some
times a lengthy process. The financial aid 
office emphasizes to communicate with 
them about any questions, concerns, help 
with scholarships, and overall to help 
know the individuals options based on their 
situation. The office additionally can help 
with any immediate financial needs through 
filling out the MCC Emergency Assistance 

application. Within three days, a student 
will receive help with gas, groceries, car 
repairs, or other help as needed within the 
limits of the program.

Tips to succeed when filing for financial aid:
• Apply for the FAFSA as early as pos

sible.
• Have all the personal information to

gether; if not, pause the application 
and go back to it.

• Apply for extra grants AND scholar
ships.

• Communicate with the financial aid 
office.
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Check out these fun ai
Take a day to have some fun

APPLE PICKING

HALLOWEEN

Wickham Farms 
(14 miles) 

1315 Sweets Comers Rd 
NY 14526

Flower City Arcade Halloween Bash 
October 29, 2022 
3:00pm-11:00pm 
1676 Penfield Rd 

Rochester, NY 14625

Fright Night 2022 
at the AnT Farm 

(19 miles) 
October 15, 2022 
5:00pm-11:00pm 

1803 Ridge Rd Webster, NY 14580

West Wind Farms 
(17 miles) 

928 Manitou Rd Hilton, NY 14468

Stokoe Farms 
(14 miles) 

656 South Rd Scottsville, NY 14546

OCTavern Festival 
(2.2 miles) 

October 15, 2022 
ll:00am-5:00pm

Landmark Society of Western NY;. 
5 Castle Park, Rochester, Y 14620

Children’s Book Festival
(3.1 miles)

November 5, 2022
10:60am-4:00pm

Rochester Institute of Technology 
1 Lomb Memorial Dr 
Rochester, NY 14623

ESTIVALS 
& SHOWS

Greater Rochester Antique Show 
(2.4 miles) 

October 22, 2022 
10:00am-4:00pm 
The Dome Arena: 

2695 E Henrietta Rd 
Rochester, NY 14467

Altitude Trampoline Park 
(3.2 miles)

3333 W Henrietta Rd Rochester, NY 14624

FUN FOR KIDS

http://www.monroedoctrine.org
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war

sa options for the Fall
ound the area this semester .

ACTIVITIES

ACTIVITIESDAY TRIPS

AREA MALLS

A quick internet 
search, revealed that 

the Fall season in 
□Chester offers many great 
tivities that are close to the 

Brighton campus.

Mythic Treasures
(4.5 miles)

727 E Main St Rochester, NY

Public Market 
(5.5 miles)

280 N Union St Rochester, NY 14609

Chimney Bluffs State Park 
(48 miles) 

7700 Gamer Rd 
Wolcott, NY 14590

Letchworth State Park 
(35 miles)

1 Letchworth State Park 
Castile, NY 14427

J list indicates how close the 
:ies are to the campus, in miles, 
well as the dates, times, and 
locations of just a small 

election of things to do in 
October and November.

Greece Ridge Mall 
(9.9 miles) 

271 Greece Ridge Center Dr 
Rochester, NY 14626

Eastview Mall 
(19 miles) 

7979 Pittsford-Victor Rd Victor, NY 14564

Marketplace Mall
(2.2 miles)

1 Miracle Mile Dr Rochester, NY 14623

Hamilton the Musical 
(4.6 miles) 

November 13, 2022 
6:30pm-l 1:30pm 

RBTL’s Auditorium Theatre: 
885 East Main St., Rochester NY

Memorial Art Gallery 
(4.9 miles) 

500 University Ave 
Rochester, NY 14607

Long Acres Farm *
(19 miles)

342 Eddy Rd Macedon, NY 145

Pumpkins in the Park 5k
(4.2 miles)

October 29, 2022
9:00am-12:00pm

100 Norris Dr, Rochester

14605

INDOOR

.............. CotobsMiflPark -
(4.3 miles)

1530 Highland Ave Rochester, NY. 14610

Highland Park 
(2.1 miles) 

171 Reservoir Avenue 
Rochester, NY 14620

e.org
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Mental Health Tips
lor students

Students may be going through a rollercoaster of emotions balancing not only their classes and 
schoolwork, but other daily responsibilities like work, family, friendships, etc. Below are tips 
suggested for college students to gain emotional wellness now, and in upcoming semesters.

INFORMATION PROVIDED BY
KRISTEN KILLION, INSTRUCTOR, HEALTH EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

Strive to get at least 7 hours of sleep a night. Sleep recharges the body and quality 
sleep can assist us with managing emotions, www.cdc.gov (Center for Disease Con
trol)
Find a support system. Identify individuals in your life who are supportive of your 
goals. This can be a friend, family member, partner, or classmate. Research shows 
that having a positive support system plays an important role in emotional wellness. 
(National Council for Mental Well-Being)
Do one thing every day that is just for YOU. This does not have to be expensive or 
time consuming. Choose an activity that allows you to celebrate yourself. This may 
be drinking coffee from a favorite mug, watching an episode of your favorite show, 
or going for a 10-minute walk.
Tidy your living space. Cluttered living areas can lead to stress and anxiety. Take a 
few moments each day to tidy your living areas; it often makes us feel more produc
tive and motivated having that completed. (Journal of Environmental Psychology, 
2021)
Create a system for time management and organization. Use an app on your phone, 
a calendar, or lists to record what you hope to accomplish each day. Be sure your list 
is realistic and not overwhelming. Cross out items that you complete. This can lead 
to feelings of satisfaction, productivity, and help manage stress.
Exercise has been shown to decrease symptoms of anxiety and depression in individ
uals who struggle with mild to moderate cases of these conditions. Even a short 15 
minute walk can be beneficial. (Harvard Health Publishing, 2019)
Express your emotions in a way that is comfortable and healthy for you. Bottling up 
negative emotions can lead to long term damage to our physical and mental health. 
Find an outlet for expression. This may be through art, listening to music, journaling, 
or calling a friend.
Turn to a professional when needed. Mental health professionals are specially trained 
in strategies for managing .stressors and difficult emotions and ca^n play a pivotal 
role in helping us heal frbm*'sTtB§!ionsTRarffmglnger, fear, guilt and other negative 
feelings.

Image by Gerd Altmann from Pixabay

Eat a balanced diet. Nutrient rich foods fuel the body and mind. Consuming fhiits, 
vegetables, and lean protein has been linked to lower levels of anxiety and depres
sion. Foods rich in magnesium and Omega-3 Fatty Acids can be especially helpful. 
(Harvard Health Publishing, 2019)
Set specific and realistic long-term goals. Setting goals for ourselves can be motivat
ing. Choose goals that are important to you, align with your values, and are attain
able. Meet with a college advisor or career center staff to assist with this if needed.

Register to vote by October 14 through the portal

MICHALA SCHRAM
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Throughout any media, whether it’s social media, 
movies, television, or even music, individuals can 
hear about different political viewpoints of other 
people. The question is, are people today taking ad
vantage of their own right to vote, and be a part of the 
decision of who is in office? Now, students at MCC 
are able to take control and register to vote with the 
help of TurboVote.

Turbo Vote can be accessed through the portal, by 
selecting the “Campus Resources” tile > “Turbo Vote” 
This enables a student to register to vote locally, 
within New York, or nationally.

Paula Barlow, President of the Student Govern
ment Association (SGA) said that the conversation 
with Democracy Works (the organization that cre
ated Turbo Vote) started this past smnmer to roll out 
this system starting in the fall semester.

The primary goal of Turbo Vote is to have a plat
form that creates an easier path to register to vote. 
Barlow explained, “Democracy Works is a nonparti
san nonprofit organization...it’s not trying to push 
any certain political agenda.”

Barlow commented on how the members of Tur
boVote are staffed with, “researchers and adminis
trative workers,” to help students with any questions 

they may have. She also explained that Democracy 
Works was working with the SGA to have MCC uti
lize Turbo Vote to “get students more engaged and 
use their civic duty to vote.”

According to Statista.com, the number of regis
tered voters nationally has increased even in the last 
ten years; 137.26 million in 2010, and 168.31 million 
in 2020. However, the website did not elaborate on 
the age group of the registered individuals. The plan 
for TurboVote with MCC is to highlight the impor
tance to college students of their responsibility to 
vote.

Anyone on SGA, or Mark Sample faculty advisor 
for SGA, can assist those who need help using Tur
boVote.

Another perk to registering on Turbo Vote, is the 
competition for MCC clubs and organizations that 
the SGA started in September. Barlow explains, 
“Whenever their club and their members click on 
that QR code and they register, it automatically tal
lies up with TurboVote.” Anyone can sign up under 
a club’s QR code, they don’t have to be regular mem
bers or attendees. “The top three clubs or organiza
tions that get the most members registered will win 
a $ 100 Sodexo gift card,” said Barlow. Whether utiliz
ing Turbo Vote to vote now, or in the future, it enables 
students to have access to having an impact, and be 
able to use their voice and vote.

http://www.cdc.gov
Statista.com
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PRISM Center: a welcoming place for all, 
in the center of campus

The PRISM center is a multicultural, 
inclusive, empowering resource 
that develops a community of 

various perspectives

MICHALA SCHRAM 
EDITOR IN CHIEF

As students walk to Deja Brew 
from building three in the campus 
center, they may see a welcoming, 
colorful center, encouraging all 
students to enter. This Multicultur
al Center is called PRISM. Their 
hours are Monday through Friday 
9:00am-5:00pm.

According to the MCC website, 
the center was founded in 2016 
and focuses on supporting students 
through activities, communication 
and other resources that allows for 
an exchange of different thoughts, 
ideas and perspectives.

According to licensed thera
pist, Nicky Edwards, “Perspective 
helps us to understand situations 
from other positions, to consid
er other beliefs, experiences and 
viewpoints. This gives us a better 
understanding and greater empa
thy. It reduces bias, judgement and 
reduces conflict.”

Edwards additionally stated that 
a clearer perspective can also help 

individuals, “respond construc
tively not impulsively, develop 
deeper empathy, gain greater clari
ty [and] personal growth.”

Along with personal growth, an
other key element of PRISM’s pur
pose stated on the college website 
explains, “We are committed to 
recognizing the dignity and worth 
of every individual by providing a 
warm, welcoming and supportive 
environment for students, faculty 
and staff.” The center is invested in 
supporting every student’s growth, 
and experience on campus.

Some topics listed on PRISM’s 
brochure that are sponsored are: 
Health issues (mental, health care 
disparities, psychology), ethnici
ty and nationality, gender issues, 
race, safe zone program, religious 
beliefs, sexual orientation, etc.

PRISM offers a variety of activ
ities, workshops, programs, events 
with speakers that present diverse 
topics, and cross-cultural conver
sation.

One way to start those conversa
tions, and learn more can be with

photo by Michata Schram

a new PRISM event starting in 
October. “FREE Coffee and Tea” 
starts all day on Tuesdays at the 
center as stated on MCC’s web
site. This can start conversations 
with fellow peers, make friends, 
and get to know the diverse back
grounds of the students and faculty 

on campus.
PRISM is not just for events and 

activities, they also encourage stu
dents to stop by their space, get to 
know who’s there, do homework, 
and be yourself. Any clubs or or
ganizations are also encouraged to 
team up with PRISM. Whether it 

is booking space in the center for 
an event or meeting, or to collabo
rate on an event.

All are welcome to the center. 
Aliy questions may be directed to 
the Assistant Director of Diversi
ty and Inclusion, Shirley Battis
ta-Provost.

What’s up with Dunkin’?
The MCC 

Toastmasters 
Club

invites you to 
our Open House

Tuesday, October 11th 

6:00 -7:15pm 

Empire Room 
Brighton Campus

Watch what happens at 
meetings and learn how 

Toastmasters can help you 
improve your speaking 
and leadership skills!

ALEX MILSTEAD 
WRITER

The Dunkin’ Donuts on campus has been 
closed since the pandemic’s beginning, and it 
might not reopen again.

The Dunkin’ Donuts has been on the Brigh
ton campus for about 14 years, being added 
along with the Subway by Sodexo, MCC’s food 
subsidiary. The two restaurants were doing 
well until the pandemic started, and then both 
restaurants were closed. Subway reopened, but 
Dunkin did not.

There are two main reasons why it did not 

reopen. According to Executive Director of the 
MCC Association, Virginia Geer-Mentry, she 
said, “...the first is that we currently do not have 
as many face-to-face students and staff on cam
pus on a daily basis as we did before the pan
demic... we’re still trying to work out whether 
we have enough sales to operate those units.”

The restaurants on campus are businesses, 
and they need money to run. Dunkin’ hasn’t 
been prioritized to reopen;

At the moment there is no predicted time
frame for when it will reopen, though there is a 
possibility that it might be replaced. According 

to Geer-Mentry, the current contract with the 
food service vendor ends in 2023, and a new 
request for proposal will be sent out. They will 
be looking for student and faculty feedback in 
January about what food services they’d like to 
see on both campuses.

Of course, that isn’t to say that Dunkin’ is off 
the table. “I would just like people to know that 
we would love to have [Dunkin’] back open,” 
Geer-Mentry says.

All we can do is wait to determine the fate of 
the Dunkin’ Donuts, and it may be in the peo
ples’hands.

Contact llene Benz 
for more information

i.. •.

ibenz@monroecc.edu

292-3116

https://mcc.toastmaster- 
sclubs.org/

■
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Burt-Nanna
Inaugaration
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Dr. Deanna Burt-Nanna was officially 
inducted as the sixth president of 
Monroe Community College on 
September 22, 2022. She is the 
second female president, and the 
first of color.

Several local dignataries, including Mayor Malik Evans, County 
Executive Adam Bello, and Lieutenant Govenor Antonio Delgado, were 
in attendance for the Inauguration.

The ceremony also featured several speakers who were previous 
colleagues and friends of Burt-Nanna who reflected on her passions and 
strengths, though the audience was most taken with the heartfelt speech 
given by her family members including her children and her mother as 
pictured above.

The butterfly theme was predominant as Burt-Nanna is fond of 
butterflies as they symbolize transformation.

all photos courtesy of Jamie Smith, MCC Marketing and Hl^h
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Dr. Burt-Nanna greets SUNY Chancellor 
Deborah F. Stanley

A student’s seat at the inaugaration
CORINNE RICHARDSON 
NEWS EDITOR

The Inauguration of DeAnna R. 
Burt-Nanna was held on September 
22,2022. She is the sixth President of 
MCC and the first African American 
president MCC has ever had.

Student-athlefes and alumni were 
alongside her as she entered, and 
everyone stood for the national an
them. Student Government leader 
My Linh “Mia” Le and Paula Barlow 

spoke at the event and wished her the 
best. Dr. Burt-Nanna had many guest 
speakers that talked about the great 
accomplishments she’s already made 
in the past 16 months. One accom
plishment mentioned was how she 
established a first-class team of ad
ministrators and managers.

After an emotional speech from 
her family and longtime friend, she 
came up to the podium to speak. She 
stated, “One .decision at a time we 

transform...” into a school and com
munity. She told the audience, “You 
remain our why,” and the audience 
cheered.

Lacey Hartman, a student at MCC 
said, “I am excited to see the changes 
she will make here. She seems like a 
very strong leader who cares deeply 
for others success.”
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