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Congressman John Lewis 
Called by Roll Call magazine “a genuine American 
hero” and often referred to as the “conscience of 
the U.S. Congress,” U.S. Representative John Lewis 

Lewis was a founder and became chairman of the 
historic Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee 

and played a central role in the fight for civil rights 

throughout the 1960s and beyond. His impact on 
American society has earned him numerous awards, 
including the highest civilian honor granted by 
President Barack Obama, the Medal of Freedom, the 

Lincoln Medal from the historic Ford's Theatre, the 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Non-Violent Peace Prize, the NAACP Spingarn Medal, and 

the only John F. Kennedy “Profile in Courage Award” for Lifetime Achievement 

ever granted by the John F. Kennedy Library Foundation. Congressman Lewis 

is also the co-author of the #1 New York Times bestselling graphic novel memoir 

"March," written with Andrew Aydin and illustrated by Nate Powell. “March” 

served as the common reading assignment for all members of the fall 2015 

entering class of first-year students at SUNY Old Westbury. 

  

Mr. Bill Moyers has been recognized as one of the 
unique voices of our times. His career in broadcast 
journalism has spanned over four decades and earned 

him more than 35 Emmy Awards, nine Peabody 

Awards, two Alfred |. DuPont Columbia University 
Awards, the National Humanities Medal from the 

National Endowment for the Humanities, the PEN 

USA Courageous Advocacy Award, the Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the National Academy 

of Television Arts and Sciences, and the Honorary 
Doctor of Fine Arts from the American Film Institute. 
Prior to his journalism career, he worked in the 

administration of U.S. President Lyndon Johnson and 

played a pivotal role in the development and passage of the Civil Rights Act of 

1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 

  
Mr. Les Payne is a Pulitzer Prize winning 
journalist who has experienced a nearly 50-year 
career covering domestic and international affairs, 

most frequently for Newsday. His assignments have 

included the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.; 

the 1976 Soweto Uprising; and the rise and fall of the 

Symbionese Liberation Army. He is also a founder 
and former president of the National Association 

of Black Journalists, Payne has worked to improve 
media fairness and employment practices.   
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Allin attendance are asked to remain in their seats for the duration of the 

program. As this program may extend into the 3:50 p.m. class period, students 

are advised that the College faculty has been asked to allow for late entrance for 

those attending this event.
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MPOWERMENT 

SUNY Old Westbury is proud to be holding its soth Anniversary, 
“A Celebration of Educational Leadership and Empowerment.” Hosted 
by College President Calvin O. Butts, Ill, this year-long schedule of 
events and activities represent and seek to build upon Old Westbury’'s 
historic role as an institution that brings people of all races, cultures, 
creeds, and socioeconomic backgrounds together. 

Running through May 2016 and with presenters representing all 
walks of life and varied points of view, “A Celebration of Educational 
Leadership and Empowerment” seeks to show what those who study, 
learn, teach and work at SUNY Old Westbury have always known: that 
men and women from all backgrounds share in our humanity and must 
take responsibility in our relationships with each other. In doing so, the 
program meets the College’s stated mission: 

SUNY College at Old Westbury is a dynamic and diverse public 
liberal arts college that fosters academic excellence through close 
interaction among students, faculty and staff. Old Westbury 
weaves the values of integrity, community engagement, and 
global citizenship into the fabric of its academic programs and 
campus life. In an environment that cultivates critical thinking, 
empathy, creativity and intercultural understanding, we endeavor 
to stimulate a passion for learning and a commitment to building 
a more just and sustainable world. The College is a community 
of students, teachers, staff, and alumni bound together in mutual 

support, respect, and dedication to the Mission. 
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