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SGA GETS A RECORD SETTING TURN OUT 
Staff Writer 

A record number of BCC 

students turmed out to vote in 

the student government elec- 

tions on March 22 and 23. The 

number of students that voted 

was 529, which was 322 more 

than the previous high of 202 

voters. 

This year’s elections 

proved to be exciting in that in 

an unofficial result, Larry 

Harvilchuck won the student 

trustee position over Jeffrey 

Brown and Jim Ray in a race 

that was decided by just one 

vote. In the race for student 

government president, Tom 

Nowetener was victorious over 

Bob White and Russell 

Sainsbury. Suzzette Russo won 

the vice- president slot in an 

uncontested campaign and 

Juliet Adams beat Steve 

By: Brian Brannick ma ; gs 

Bauldauf in the race for Vice- 

President of Financial Affairs. 

The smoking referendum, 

which would eliminate smok- 

ing in the cafeteria, was passed 

by the student body. Many 

students cited the smoking ref- 

Me 
Ken Valle and Kimberly Blachek are among the record turn out of over 520 

voters. Peg Wallace assists in voter registration 

erendum as a major reason for 

voting this year, although not 

everyone is pleased with the 

results. BCC student Ed Frink 

said, ‘‘It is sad that the smoking 

referendum was voted in.’’ 

The emphasis on the youth 

vote in the 1992 presidential 
election also seemed to be a 

contributing factor to the large 

turnout. Many students, like 

John Legge, felt that it was 

their duty to vote. 

Although a record num- 

ber of students voted this year, 

the turnout was still only 

about 8 percent of the student 

body. Many students were not 

aware that the elections were 

taking place and many did not 

feel qualified to vote. ‘‘I did 

not know enough about the 

. candidates to vote responsi- 

bly,’ said Jeremy James. As 

in many elections, there were 

a few students, such as Rod- 

ney Soyka, who stated a 

distrust for the fervor with 

which the candidates cam- 

paigned as a reason for not 

voting. ‘‘I thought they were 

all too eager,’’ he said. 

Committee Looks to Remedy Shortfall in Student Activity Funds 
By :Robert Fortner 

News Editor 

Clubs, warring over funds 

for trips, have drained the travel 

money from the Student Activ- 

ity funds, said Dr. John Pierog, 

vice president for Academic 

Affairs. 

Pierog’s comments were 

part of a meeting March 19 of 

the Student Activities Account 

Committee (SAAC). Because 
of the heavy burden on funds 

by clubs requesting travel 

allowances a line item transfer 

is needed to provide financing 

for them. The figures came fast 

and furiously as Pierog read the 

requests. 

Pierog suggested that one 

remedy to the problem would 

be to raise student activities 

fees, which are $33 per semes- 
ter. 

Alan Dixon, chairman of 

the Student Activities Advisory 
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Council, proposed that new 

guidelines for travel allowance 

be imposed, miaking it neces- 

sary for clubs to make their re- 

quests before the year begins. 

Pierog protested this sugges- 

tion, stating that it would be 

unfair to those who wished to 

travel in the second semester. 

The first item of business 

at the meeting was a report by 

Pierog on the present state of 

Student Activity funds for 

travel. Pierog opened the 

meeting by stating that he did 

not know the balance of the 

account. He said the confusion 

was due to chaotic record 

keeping in the office of Dave 
Maslar, director of Student 

Activities. Maslar has been on 
a leave of absence this semes- 

ter and his assistant, Connie 

Hughes, left her position near 
the beginning of the semester. 

The balance was quoted as being 

somewhere between $15,000 and 

$13,019.83. The smaller balance 

was used as reference. 

Pierog also reported an 

attempt to bring night students into 

Student Activities with a recent 

promotional tour through their 

classes where he presented them 

with soda, chips and a talk, at a 

cost of $238. He said the night 

students pay the same activity fee 

as the day students, but benefit less 

from their donation. 

Some of the funds needed to 
balance the gap in the travel 

budget could be taken from the 

**End of the Year Banquet’’ which 

Pierog said has lost money over 

the last few years. Pierog said that 

the money used from the banquet 

fund could be offset by selling 

more tickets and by lowering the 

cost of catering. 

Pierog also said that Video 

King was willing to donate 

movies for student viewing. 

“As long as we don’t charge 

for admission, we’re not in 

violation of copyright laws,”’ 

he said. Presently, Student 

Activities pays for movies it 

gets. The recent showing of 

“*The Mighty Ducks’’ costed 

Students $550. 

An increase in student 

activity fees was suggested to 

relieve some of the problems. 

Pierog said that a survey of 

other colleges revealed that 

Student Activity fees range 

from a high of $48 to a low of 
$30. BCC stands toward the 

low end of the scale at $33 per 
semester. 

Maslar is scheduled to 

return on ‘April 1. A meeting 

of SAAC was called for in 

three weeks, after his return, to 

see if the records could be 
straightened out. 
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Government Beat: 
By: Robert Fortner 

News Editor 

On May 24 there will be 

a new SGA President swom into 

office. This annual changing of 

the gaurd sees current SGA 

President Micheal Platta gradu- 

ate, and new President-elect 

Tom Nowetner step up and take 

over SGA affairs. In the 

recent election the student body 

of BCC chose Nowetner as the 

man in charge of representing 

their interests on campus. Now 

that the election is over with, 

what happens to the promises 

made by the candidate? 

In an office that can only 

be held for one year it would be 

simple, once elected, for a 

president to sit back and make 

life easy on himself. That is the 

reason it is important for the 

student body to select the person 

who will hold this office with 

intelligent and informed insight. 

The president can not be the 

candidate again. 

In election °93 Nowetner 

ran, and won on the slogan, 

** Accommodation for all! 

Exclusion for none!’’ Now the 

student body of BCC wants to 

know,’ Will you keep your 

promises, Mr. President? Or 

will you play ball by the rules of 

the past?”’ 

The following is what 

other questions. 

Fulcrum: You were 

elected by the largest voter 

turnout ever at BCC. What 

have you to say about the 

election? 

Tom Nowetner: Voter 

turnout was excellent. For 529 

to turn out is phenomenal, 

major. I think it was because 

we were talking about important 

issues, like their money. 

Ful: What about Bob 

White and Russell Sainsbury, 

who ran against you? 

T.N.: I have mixed emo- 

tions about that. They are 

friends of mine, who simply 

hold different views about 

things. Both of my opponents 

are qualified for this job and I 

will consider any council they 

offer over the next year. They 

ran good races, clean cam- 

paigns, and made it a good 

election season, as well as a 

competitive run for the office. 

Ful: How about your 

promises? What is first on the 

agenda for you? 

T.N.: First thing on the 

agenda will be money. I want 

to bring line item budgets (in- 

cluding athletics) into a con- 

crete form. We’ve got to end 

‘*Black Hole’’ budgets. I’ll be 

looking for a fair system of ac- 

countability so that every 

Master Planners Meeting: 

Students Discuss the Problems on the BCC Campus 
By: Brian Brannick 

Staff Writer 

Nearly everyone who 

attends BCC would like to see 

some kind of improvement 

made to the campus. On March 

25, the student population had a 

chance to air their ideas or 

grievances to the coordinators 

of the six- year master plan to 

improve BCC. 

But only seven students 

showed up at the meeting in the 

faculty dining room. This 

included two representatives 

from the Fulcrum and five 

members of the BCC hockey 

team. The coordinators of the 

listen to the student’s ideas. 

Included were the principal in 

charge, Aaron Schwartz, the 

project planner, Scott Page, and 

the project manager, Dick 

Naethway. 

The members of the 

hockey team were at the meet- 

ing to lobby for an on-campus 

ice rink. 

There were other issues 

addressed at the meeting as 

well. These issues ranged from 

parking problems, to student ac- 

tivities, and student services. 

The students agreed that the 

parking situation is a major 

problem at BCC. The problems 

discussed were lack of space in 

SGA President-elect speaks out. 
Tom had to say to this and some 

\ BREAK THE CYCLE 

BROOWE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

TrB.L. Atiwds at Wor’ 

PRESIDENT 

OF THE PAST 

aricature of Tom Nowetener, which he used in his successful spring campaign 

student gets his or her share. 

Ful: What about the other 

new officers? Will you be able 

to work with them? 

T.N.: The executive board, 

elected by the student body, is 

excellent. Some return with 

experience, all bring in new 

ideas. There are a variety of 

views and opinions on the board. 

It will mean that a wide variety 

of voices are heard. No issue 

will be looked at from only one 

side. 
Ful: What is going to be 

the morning, the enormous 

potholes that decorate the roads 

and parking lots, the inability to 

see when leaving the parking 

lots, and the muddy condition of 

the back parking lots. 

The studentsat the meeting 

also felt that the campus should 

be centralized. As a whole the 

students in attendance fel t that 

classroom buildings should be 

closer together, and that more 

study space in a centralized area 

would encourage students to stay 

on campus. The students also 

feel that all student activities 

should be located in the student 

center since most people now 

congregate in the cafeteria to 

your method of administration? 

T.N.: This goes back to my 

campaign pledge ‘‘accommoda- 

tion for all! Exclusion for 

none.’’ Everyone will be heard 

in SGA. We’re going to take a 

look at what works and what 

doesn’t. What doesn’t work 

will be looked at and needed 

changes will be made. 

Ful: One of the other 

candidates claims that you will 

have trouble working with the 

administration. How do you 

(Con'd on page 5) 

talk and play cards. Along with 

centralizing student activities, 

the students feel that all student 

services, including financial aid 

and student accounts, should be 

housed under one roof. They 

also felt that there should be 

more room at the financial aid 

office so that people in line do 

not block the hallways. 

The coordinators of the 

plan stated that they would take 

these ideas into consideration, 

and would have to send the 

final plan to Broome County 

and to Albany to be approved. 

They said that the changes 

would be made with priority 

given to academic affairs. 
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Professor considers law suit after abduction 
by: Maura Sweeny to send Vercolen to the Broome County Jail. 
Staff Writer Even though many BCC colleagues and records con- 

firmed Vercolen was teaching class on Feb. 18, 1992, he still 

BCC professor, Michael G. Vercolen says he is still was held for three days, and it was another week before finger- 
considering a lawsuit against the bounty hunters who mistakenly print evidence finally cleared him. 

abducted him on March 7. The incident has caused Vercolen to take serious 
Vercolen was taken from outside his residence in Vestal by _ action. He said he is writing his congressman to ask for two 

two employees of the Bail Enforcement Agency located in changes in the federal law. The first is that people assumed to 

Mufreesboro, Tenn. They believed him to have jumped bail in be fugitives be presumed innocent and therefore be informed of 
Louisiana on traffic and drug charges. After Vercolen pleaded with their rights. The second is that bounty hunters be required to 
the bounty hunters to take him to the local police instead of taking carry a legible set of fingerprints and certain means of identifi- 
him to Louisiana, they finally decided to take him to the local police cation to determine a persons identity before they can be taken 
station. Vercolen argued that he hadn’t shaved his beard in 15 years to places unknown. Vercolen said that his attorney, Vin- 
and the snapshot the of the bail jumper showed a beardless man. cent P. Accardi, is still gathering information about the case. 

The bounty hunters then took Vercolen to the Vestal police “*There has been no apology or notice that the fugitive charge 
station. After waiting over five hours in handcuffs he was arraigned _ has been vacated,’’ Vercolen said.sr involved in a situation like 
by Vestal Town Justice, Joseph B. Meagher. Meagher then decided like tre never involved in a situation like this 

EARTH DAY -- EVERYDAY RESPONSIBILITY 
by: KATHY THURSTON 

EDITOR IN CHIEF 

April 22 is Earth Day, a day that has been set aside to try to increase awareness of the responsibility of caring for this planet. However, 
one day a year is not even a beginning. This responsibility is something that needs to be nurtured every day. 

Chris Burger, an adjunct professor who teaches the course, Science, Technology and Society, has taken the commitment to heart. He 
and his family have actually made it into the Ripley’s Believe It Or Not column in March, due to the fadt that he and his family throw away 
only one 30-gallon bag of trash every two years. 

Burger, his wife, Cindy, and daughters, Jennifer, 14 and Debbie, 11, have accomplished this feat through careful selection of purchases, 
recyling, re-using and composting. 

Burger, who runs a business out of his 

Whitney Point home, and is the County Legis- 

lator for northern Broome, is very much in- 

volved in the Earth Day project. When he first 

became involved in the project 23 years ago, 

people were protesting and demonstrating 

against the environmental pollution by big cor- 

porations. Burger thought that was all well and 

good but he asked himself, ‘‘What’s our re- 

sponsibility in all this? What waste are we 

producing individually?’’ He also expressed 

that changing buying habits collectively would 

help change industry. In response to Earth 

Day, he and his wife made a commitment to 

reduce, a responsibility that they take care of 

every day. 

Burger said that one way to reduce is to be 
careful consumers. ‘‘To avoid throwing things 

RETIRING FACULTY: Can You Pass This Exam? 
Dept.: Retirement 

Course: REAP 550—Take Control of Your Retirement 

SPRING FINAL EXAMINATION 
Question 1: | When I am ready to retire, how can | gain the 

flexibility to: 

a) Choose my level of income 
b) Receive lump sum withdrawals at anytime, and 
c) Create an estate for my family, 
without making irrevocable decisions? 

TO RECEIVE THE CORRECT ANSWER 
DO NOT MISS OUR FREE SEMINAR: 

away, buy quality products that last, then take Date: April 21, 1993 
care of it,’” he advised. He gave the example of Time: 3:30 p.m. 
the mattress that he and his wife purchased 23 Place: Ramada Inn 

65 Front Street 

Binghamton, New York 

(607) 724-2412 

EDUCATORS Elba ira PROGRAM 

It Is Your Retirement, It Is Your Money 
And Now It Is Your Choice. . . 

REAP WHAT YOU SOW! 
Call Now for more information: 1-800-786-1598 

years ago when they were first married. At 
first, they put it on the floor. It was so comfort- 
able that when the time came to put a bed under 
it, Burger built a platform bed instead of buy- 
ing a box spring. Today, due to the fact that the 
mattress has not become a victim Of gravity and 
pressure, it is still in perfectly good condition. 
Burger hopes that by the time he needs to retire 
the mattress that someone will have found a 
way to recycle it. 

(cont. p.4) 

K 
RETIRING 
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TUTORING PROGRAM GIVES BCC STUDENTS OPPORTUNITY 
by: Maura Sweeny 

Staff Writer 

Union Endicott graduates at BCC are receiving the opportunity to gain teaching experience by tutoring students at Jenny F. Snapp Middle 

School in Endicott. 

The idea to have BCC students serve as a tutor/mentor for the kids was first introduced by David Zandy, the middle school principal. 

Zandy first tried to get the program started by contacting parents. 

When he only received a few responses, Zandy thought of expand- 

ing the idea to include BCC students. ‘‘It gives students wha 

graduated from the Endicott district a chance to give something 

back to the community, and to gain experience in the teaching 

profession,’’ Zandy said. BCC can volunteer up to four or five 

hours a week at the middle school, either during the day, or at night. 

Zandy received help from Anthony Fiorelli, the Director off Kitty Ames, a Nursing student, currently enrolled as a full-time 
Admissions, to get students interested in the program. Fiorelli sent] Student, is a single mother with a 3-year-old daughter. Although she has 
out a letter listing the subjects in need of tutors. There have been] 4 baby-sitter, the hours are not always compatible with her busy schedule. 

at least 18 positive responses from BCC students who are inter. Ames is one of many students who believe expanding day care 
ested, according to Fiorelli. After a list of students is compiled, the] Services on campus is good idea. Last month, administrators announced the 

DAY CARE TO EASE BURDEN 
by: Vega Mosher 

Staff Writer 

tutors will attend a workshop about tutoring, run by Loreta Panic- center will be moved from the Nimmonsburg Church on Front Street to the 

cia of the Learning Assistance Center here at BCC. For more in4 Auxiliary Building by the ‘‘O”’ Parking lot. Its hours will be extended 

formation call 778-5038. from 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., rather than the 3 hours a day it is now open. 

When the new hours of the Child Care Center take effect this 

summer many parents will find it easier to complete their studies. The new 

hours will allow parents to make more complete class schedules. 

Janice Swartout is currently enrolled as a full-time student at 

Broome and has a 2-year-old son. Next year Swartout is planning to take 

classes from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m., “‘If it wasn’t for the Child Care Center, I 

would not be able to take this schedule school next year,’’ she said. As an 

Early Childhood Education major, Swartout is counting on the admission 

of her son at the center. This will influence her decision to attend school 

next semester. 

Swartout does not have a baby-sitter but she does have her own 

transportation, a fact that makes other child care provisions accessible to 

her. However, this is not an option available to all students in need of child 

care. 

EARTH DAY 
(cont. from p.#3) 

To enforce the idea of responsible consumerism Burger 

said, ‘“The overall principle is to look at the material coming 

to our lives. We have no business bringing it into our lives 

we are not going to take care of it.’” He asks whether we are 

illing to take the responsibility for it. 

Burger believes that he and his family are a spiritual part 

pf the earth and that has become their motivator on a personal 

evel. He said that people have to work at the problem ona so- 

ietal level and that everyone should start being as responsible 

ns their different circumstances allow them to be. He stated 

at some people will respond only if it’s made convenient for 

em. He has been recycling for 20 years and says that it is a 

ot easier to recycle now. 
Finally, he said, ‘“We have to try to influence the societal 

structure. It’s important to be an advocate in society. Weneed 

people voicing that.’’ Burger and his family are certainly 

Hoing that, calling attention to the needs of the planet, not just 

pne day a year, but every day. 

The plans for the opening of the new facility on campus are being 

eagerly anticipated by students who need to take advantage of such a 

program. 
Students needing more information may contact Nancy Seliga at 

the Learning Curve, 722-8625.ore information may contact Nancy Seliga 

at the Learning Curve, 722-8625. 

THE FULCRUM is Broome Community 

College's Student Newspaper. Any student is welcome to 

join our staff or just contribute articles. As are all 
members of staff and faculty at BCC. We also will 

consider articles from persons who are not part of th:. BCC 

campus. 

For information either stop by our office located in SA 

113B, or call (607) 778-5110. Feel free to drop by. 

For information on advertising call (607) 778 5110 and 

leave your name, company name and address. 
EDITOR - Kathy ‘Thurston 

NEWS EDITOR - Robert Fortner 

LAYOUT/PRODUCTION MGR - Seth Plavner 

OPINIONS/EDITORIALS EDITOR - Joe Santangelo 

SPORTS EDITOR - Jason Falank 

PHOTO EDITOR - Kathleen Fletcher 

BUSINESS MANAGER - 

ADVISOR - Tom Wilber 

STAFF - Brandi Atkinson, Brian Brannick, Ken 

Buchanan, Zoe Forrester, Michael Kalb, Melissa 

Keesler, Kieth Lamoureux, Maggie Laskoski, 

John Lawton, Bill Mitrus, Vega Mosher, Nikki 

Neiss Scott, Nancy Orlinski, Gary Pullis, Janice 

Swartout, Maura Sweeney & Marcus Zappia. 

Term I: June 7 - July 2 

Term II: July 12 - August 20 » 
Term II: Various Dates 

This summer, we are offering over 250 courses, 

undergraduate and graduate, in 39 areas of study. 
Summer housing is available. 

For more information or to request our Summer Session Bulletin, 

call 607-777-2793. 

"You'll find our campus a green and pleasant place to study 

this summer. Our outstanding faculty, extensive library and 

computer resources, and reasonable costs have placed Binghamton 

University in the top ranking of Money Magazine's Guide to the 

Best College Buys for each of the past three years.” 

— Lois B. DeFleur, President 

BINGHAMTON 
UNIVERSITY 



Fulcrum 
Page 5 

Small Business Resource Fair Aiming To Help 

Student Start Out In The Business World 
by: Nancy Orlinski 

Staff Writer 

Ann Blakeslee believes that 80 percent of small businesses fail because of lack of education and poor management skills. Blakeskee, 

an Associate Professor in the Business Division of Broome Community College, was one of six speakers at the Small Business Resource Fair 

held March 3 on the BCC campus. 

The fair was co-sponsored by BCC’s Center for Community Education, M & T Bank, and The Small Business Development Center at 

Binghamton University. A total of 75 participants were given information about writing a business plan and financing a business, acquiring 

business services such as accounting, insurance and legal representation, and special tips on how to succeed in the business world. 

Blakeslee described a six-part plan she uses to help prospective business owners. She said they must decide if they really want to go into 

business, search for a product and research the market, decide if they want to buy an existing business or open a new one, write an acceptable 

SGA PRESIDENT 
(cont. from pg 2) 

business plan, secure financing and implement the plan. 

Ninety-eight percent of businesses in New York State are small 

businesses. Blakeslee foresees her program being expanded at BCC 

to meet the growing needs of small business owners. Blakeslee cur- 

rently teaches courses in accounting and in small business manage- 

ment. She consuls small businesses in start up, planning and research, 

as well as working as a consultant in bookkeeping, accounting, and 

general management for existing businesses. 

Thomas Mullen, Acting regional Director of the NYS Depart- 

ment of Economic Development, supported Blakeslee’s beliefs. He 

said that a thorough business plan with a knowledge of proper man- 

agement of capital is essential. He referred to his experience as a suc- 

cessful real estate broker and commercial appraiser for 25 years. 

Mullen said that his success was due to community education 

programs and seminars that he attended on a regular basis during his 

years as a small business owner. 

More than 100 people were on a waiting list or tumed away 

at the door due to a reservations limit. Because of the overwhelm- 

ing response the sponsors have scheduled another fair for June 9. 

BROOME 'S PHI THETA KAPPA 

CHAPTER WINS BIG AT NATIONAL 
CONVENTION IN ALBANY 

by: Kathy Thurston 

Editor 

At the state Phi Theta 

Kappa Convention in Albany, 

March 19-21, the Broome 
Community College Mu Eta 

chapter received the four Star 

Chapter Development Award, 

the highest achieved by any 

chapter in New York State. 

They also received Distin- 

guished Chapter for outstand- 

ing performance in the four 

Hallmarks of PTK, Scholar- 

ship, Leadership, Fellowship 

and Service. The Scholarship 

Hallmark Award was given in 

recognition of the chapter’s 

comprehensive program re- 

lated to the Phi Theta Kappa 

national honors study topic 

for 1992-93, ‘1492-1992: 

The Dynamics of Discov- 

”? 

The Distinguished Chapter 

President was awarded to Peter 

Mizera for his role in stimulat- 

ing membership participation in 

PTK, on campus and in the 
community. The Service Hall- 

mark Award was given to Janet 

Betts, vice-president, for her 

successful organization of com- 

munity volunteer projects. The 

Freeman Science Award went to 

Gail Speakman for her original 

research in meteorology con- 

ceming the accuracy of local 

weather and forecasting serv- 

ices. 

Phi Theta Kappa is the 

International Honor Society for 

Two-Year Colleges and cur- 

rently has over 1,000 chapters in 

the United States, Canada and 
Europe. 

ery. 

answer this accusation? 

T.N.: ..I plan to be a 

voice to the administration. I 

want students to know, I’m 

making changes, and I’m not 

waiting till May 24. By the 

time the student body is reading 

this I will have expanded SGA 

office hours to include evening 

hours on Mondays and Tues- 

days, to accommodate those 

students who attend evening 

classes. They need a tangible 

return on the money they spend 

too. I’ve already kept one 
campaign promise, by ripping 

down the campaign flyers, the 

day after the elections. 

Ful: What are you going to 

do about student grievances? 

T.N.: We’ve already 

started dealing with this prob- 

lem. Mike Platta and I have 

drafted a written initiative that a 

student with a-problem can 

come and fill out. On it the 

student will write down the 
steps they have taken to resolve 
this problem. Then we will take 

them and walk them through the 

system, helping them resolve 

the problem. This way they can 

leam how to deal with the 

bureaucracy, and it also makes 

for a paper trail which insures 

no misunderstandings. Potholes, 

and an additional bus stop, with 
crosswalks and a flashing 

yellow light will be priorities. 

We will be looking into these 

problems, for solutions. Also 

handicapped parking is a prob- 

lem that must, and will, be ad- 

dressed immediately. 

Ful: You’ve been accused 

of wanting to cut the athletic 

budget, because they take up so 

much of SGA funds and serve so 

small a number of students. 

How do you answer this charge? 

T.N.: I never said anything 

against the athletic department or 

their budget. What I did say was 

that I want accountability, and 

any department that gets over 

half the funds and serves a 

minority of students needs to be 

looked at. We can expand on 

this. I also said that if money 

goes to any club, organization, 

or department the students 

should get a retum. An example 

would be the cheerleaders, who 

went to the national competitions 

and got national recognition for 

BCC. I think it should be the 

same for clubs and organiza- 

tions. If they do something, the 

college should get a return. 

Ful: In closing...? 

T.N.: On May 21, when I 

take over. Student Government 
will represent the students and 

their views. The SGA office 

will always be open, I’m ex- 

panding to evening hours, two 

nights a week (Mondays and 

Tuesdays), and will have office 

hours over the summer, 778- 

5152 is the phone number. If 

you feel like I do, get involved. 

Come talk to me, or other SGA 

members. Act now and act as- 

sertively. You have to be in- 

volved in initiation and implem- 

entation. We, together, have to 

get the work done, and there’s a 

lot of it to do. If you wait until 

September it will be too late. 
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Following are winners of the 1993 BCC Essay Contest. The theme was "Pathway to Discovery." 

FIRST PLACE WINNER 
THE BRAIN: PATHWAY TO DISCOVERY 

by: Diana C. MacKenzie 

My brain is not a pathway. I do not walk on it and even speaking metaphorically, a pathway takes only one route, which does not 
apply in my case. I can speak only for myself; I do not know how other people’s minds work and will not presume to speculate here. I 
do know a little about how all human brains are set up, however. The brain is a mass of specialized nerve tissues permeated and fed by 
blood vessels and located in the cranial cavity of the skull. The peripheral nervous system permits communication between the brain and 
the body and, through it, with the outside world. Wonderful and complex as the brain is, it is not identical with the mind any more than 
a house full of furniture is a family or a tub full of organic chemicals is a meal. My brain and peripheral nervous system enable me to have 
a mental life but it is the conscious sense of self, the mind, which directs, experiences and assimilates the mental life. In the brain, neurons 
fire electrochemically, paths of biochemical molecules are created, memories are stored. But it is the mind which produces the thoughts, 
travels these paths at will, sorts through and uses the stored memories. 

Should we say my mind is a pathway? I should hope not! Is the United States a superhighway? My mind is permeated with pathways, 
byways, culs-de-sac, some well-traveled secondary roads, some major highways - many under construction on any given day - and, yes, 
some limited-access superhighways. The superhighways, fast, efficient habits of thought, attitudes and behavior, develop when I find a 
path that works for a situation and keep following it each time that situation arises. This is fine for solving quadratic equations, doing routine 
household and grooming chores, any situation that can safely and productively be put on automatic pilot. For dealing with people, real 
problem solving, or any activity which calls for creativity, I try to stay off those limited-access expressways. I know I am on one when 
I find myself pre-judging a person, developing an opinion on a new idea before giving it due consideration, or slipping into a passive, 
negative attitude toward life in general. This is the antithesis of the productive and satisfying mental life I wish to enjoy. What do I do 
to get that quality of mental life? I have some methods that work for me. They include plenty of permission, maximized experience, 
omnivorous reading, and seeking out really bright and interesting people with whom to exchange ideas. 

I give myself permission, first of all, to travel the little country roads, to take off on foot cross-lots, to make my own paths, blaze my 
own trails; to be inquisitive, to try anything my survival instincts do not absolutely forbid and my reason will allow. This leads to adventures 
which I have permission to enjoy, deplore, succeed at , fail at, laugh at or take to heart as I see fit. I have permission to associate with 
whomever I please, regardless of their social class, color, politics, style of life, or religion - subject, of course, to their willingness to 
associate with me. I have permission to learn about anything my 

magpie mind finds interesting and I do not require myself to be 

brilliant or even good at a subject in order to enjoy it. I have 

permission to enjoy an abundance mentality and to share the good 

things with others. I find this often, though not always, reciprocated. 

Traveling these routes, my motto is, ‘‘Sure, it takes longer - but the 

road is worse.”’ 

Iuse all this freedom to collect experiences, both quantitative and 

qualitative, which give me material for my thought life. Books are 

wonderful things and I read a lot of them, but a person who his lived 

only through books had lived only a fraction of life. Books are, in our 

culture, abundant, painless, safe and informative, but the communica- 

tion can be only on one direction, after all. I would give many books 

for an afternoon spent in conversation with Tacitus, Francis Bacon or 

Mark Twain. Real experience can be uncomfortable, frightening and 

inconvenient at times, but the memories are worth it, not to mention 

lessons learned. 
I store these treasures in my brain and I live there, sorting, 

classifying, rearranging, admiring and inventing to my heart’s con- 

tent. I am in no danger of running out of storage space and the more 

inventory I have on hand, the more relationships among my materials 

I discover and the more inventions I can make. Often I will take a 

product from my mind and use it practically in the real world, for 

instance when I need to write a paper for some course, choose a goal 

and decide on a method to accomplish it, define a problem and find a 

good solution for it. Much of my mental life, however, if for my own 

enjoyment and had been invaluable when standing interminable 

military formations, driving cross- country at night, cooling my heels 

in an occasional jail cell over some minor infraction, or standing in 

line at the supermarket - in short, whenever the content of the event is 

incommensurate with the time required for it. I find I am never bored. 

Earth Share <u 



Fulcrum Page 7 

by: PAUL CUTTER 

Every mile brings me closer to an event 

I’ve been looking forward to for four months. I light 
another cigarette. Nervous energy. Chris’s car is 
cold, typical of the compact four-cylirider he is 

driving. We all wear coats. The sun is brilliant but 
odd too in its lack of warmth. When I’m not 
smoking, I keep my mouth full of the lemon drops 
I got for Christmas. We don’t talk much. 

Chris, the driver, keeps the air full of music. 
He has copied his favorite albums onto high quality 

cassettes and keeps them ina leather zip-up carrying 
case. Laura, the only other passenger, sways to the 

music in what room she had left in the back seat. 

Occasionally she hums along. It’s music from ‘‘The 
Big Chill,” songs we had all come to know well that 

summer as co-workers at a children’s camp. I can’t 
hear the music without thinking about Marcia, my 

first true love. 

Marcia, by her regular playing of ‘‘The 
Big Chill,’’ infected the rest of us with her love of 

the soundtrack. Beyond serving as an informal 
anthem for the staff members that summer, it was 

the background music to which Marcia and I met 
and fell in love. In my memory, those songs carry 

a whiff of bug spray and suntan lotion, evoking 

pictures of the dusty playing field where I cajoled 
this week’s crop of kids to participate in my 

recreation class; the friendly chaos of the mess 

hall at suppertime: the campfire sending a stream 

SECOND PLACE WINNER 

THE BIG CHILL 
of variously short and long-lived sparks into the 

night; Marcia and I snuggling up for warmth on 
the of the decrepit couches in the staff lounge 
after the ‘‘kids’’ had gone to bed. Ah, sweet 
summer! 

Things were great until August came to an 
end and we prepared to go our separate ways: I to 

school in New York and she to the University of 

New Mexico. We would not see each other until 
New Year's eve when Marcia’s younger sister, 

Alice, planned to hold a party in their parent's 
unoccupied house. We had left our plans vague on 

purpose but I expected a bittersweet lonely autumn 

to give way to a joyful Christmas reunion. Things 
didn’t go quite the way I expected. 

As like-minded as we may have been all 

summer, our reactions to being on our own were 
very different. This was reflected in the letters we 

exchanged that fall: 

Dear Paul, 

..All I am is happy when I look back 
on the summer and think about the good times we 
had... 

Dear Marcia, 

..I miss you. All I do is think about 

you. I think I’m going to break apart. How are you 
holding up?... 

Dear Paul, 

I’m so excited about my classes. 

People here are really great! I've joined the swim team... 
Letters to her got harder and harder to write. She 

was happy about the summer we'd spent together and now 

was getting on with her life. I clung to the past I wanted 
badly to return to and viewed the increasing distance 

between us with alarm. Despite my feelings, I was deter- 
mined to carry the torch for her until we could get back 

together in December. I could imagine myself riding to 
Rochester with my friends and how great it would feel. 

I'm lifted out of my thoughts by the decreasing 

pitch of the engine, a sound I had not heard while it was a 
steady drone. With a shiver, I realize where I am and what 
I’m about to do. While I had daydreamed, Rochester 
cropped up around us. 

There’s the skyline, a sight that since childhood has 
always gotten a tingle of excitement and fear going in my 
stomach. It is almost as if we are a nomadic tribe, approach- 

ing a medieval walled city and there is some question as to 

the friendliness of the natives. I'm glad Chris knows the 
way there. The highway ramp joins a cloverleaf and 

quickly becomes a maze leading God knows where, con- 
necting a million people I've never met and who know 

nothing about me. Winter has a sterilizing effect on the 
scene. It is as bleak as a moonscape. 

We enter a residential area. Marcia may be no more 

than a few blocks away. Why do I feel so uncomfortable 
about meeting someone I used to love? I wish there were 
more trip left, longer to go, more time to get myself ready. 

I’ve been looking forward to this day for months but now 

that it's actually here, all I feel is an icy pit 
in my stomach. 

The car rolls up a driveway and 

crunches to a halt in front of a small ranch 
style house. I want a cigarette. Time 
hangs for a moment as the engine ticks in 
the sudden silence. | force myself no to 

light up as we pile out of the car. We slam 

doors, yawn loudly, kick snow from the 
fenders - subtly announcing our arrival. 

I've got one eye cocked warily at the door. 
No one is in sight yet. 

Suddenly the door opens and I 

feel my face flush as Marcia steps out. She 
crosses her arms in a shivering gesture 

and tip-toes sockfooted down the slate 

walk. Something in me flutters. ‘*If this is 

going to be the end,’’ I say to myself, *‘let 
it be abrupt.”’ 

“‘Hi.”’ I open my arms for an 
embrace. 

**Hi."’ We embrace. 

“Cold, isn't it?"’ 

“*Yeah.’’ And she moves on to 
someone else. 

And with that, the ember I had so 

carefully fanned for four months winks 

out like a campfire spark in the night sky. 

by: ROSEANN MERELL 

Referring to Ann as just a friend is a terrible understatement. We met when I was 
Ann was an only child whose mother had passed 

THIRD PLACE WINNER 

A LOSS UNDERSTOOD 

I was 10 years old when my best friend was killed because of a drunk driver. 

away, I was, of sorts, her only ‘‘sibling.’’ 
five and she was six. We became instant friends. She was my long awaited ally against my two older brothers 

My mother was always home to care for us while Ann’s father was away at work, so it was a natural progression for our house to become Ann’s second home. We played everything, from dress up to beauty parlor, to house to dolls - all the thin, 

she taken from us - from me? There were no 

My parents agreed that I could go to Ann’s wake if I wanted to. I didn’t reall 
Ann would be there. I had to see her one more time, and 
I still couldn’t believe she was dead. 

We arrived at the funeral home and a kind of slow building terror started at my feet. The closer to ‘the room’? we got, 
y might. Several people were standing in the doorway of ‘‘the room,”’ 

ying inside a pretty wooden box lined with smooth 

the more my legs shook. I held my Dad’s hand with all m: 
and when'we approached, they stepped aside. there she was. She was la 
material and she was very still. So very still. 

Mom took my hand and we walked forward and knelt by the casket. I looked straight at Ann’s face. I could see black and blue marks on the side of her face even though someone had tried to hide them w’ 
come home with us where she would be safe. 

answers. 

I wanted to hug her but I was afraid to touch her. 
she have to die. How could she be forever gone from my life in just a matter of hours? 

Mom gently squeezed my hand, signaling me to stand up. I quietly said, ““Good-bye,"’ and as I looked at Ann for the last time, my tears began to fall. I cried harder than I ever had before. So this was death. 
my being. 

After Ann’s death I vowed never, ever to look at another dead 
by saying I wanted to remember her face smiling 

seeing a dead body still terrified me. 
I systematically avoided all further wakes until I reached m 

work was planing on attending the wake to pa 
hurt feelings. After all, no one really wanted 
I wouldn’t embarrass myself. 

We arrived at the funeral home and that familiar apprehension grew as we approached 
heart pounded and my palms were more than a little sweaty. We walked in, two at a time, to kneel at the casket. My plan was not to look at the dead body. When I knelt down, a sparkle from the casket caught my eye. Curiosity ove: 
my eyes to slowly move upward toward the casket. Draped over this lady’s hands was a set of rosary 
look terribly frightening. My eyes braved onward and upward, and I looked at her face. It wasn’t h 

she was still a dead person. 

The realization came over me that I was staring at a dead body 
monstrous fear for most of my life and [had finally won. It was suddenl 
the lives they were given, and then they died. 

So this was death. I could finally face it. It no longer paralyzed me, and my innermost fears were transformed into an 
understanding that death is a natural part of | ife. 

igs the boys hated or wouldn’t play. Ann spent countless nights 

ly know what a wake was - I just knew that 
yet, I was afraid to see her because I knew she wouldn’t be the same. 

ith makeup. I wanted her to wake up and 

She didn’t look right. Why did 

Thated it. It terrified me to the depths of 

body. When I was 13 I avoided my favorite aunt’s wake 
as she had when she was alive. At 17 I thought I could handle it, so I went to the wake of a friend's father. I walked into the funeral home but couldn't go into ‘‘the room.’’ My body literally shook and I began to cry. I apologized and waited outside. I renewed my vow to never set foot in another funeral home. The prospect of 

y carly 30's. A co-worker’s mother died and everyone from 
y their respects. I didn’t know how I could justify my absence without causing 

to go, but it was the adult thing to do. I decided to give it another try and I hoped 

“‘the room.’’ My pulse raced, my 

beads. Her hands didn't 

urt. As a matter of fact, she looked very pretty and peaceful, as though she were having a pleasant dream. There was even a hint of a smile on her face. But 

, yet I was not incapacitated. Thad been fighting this 

ly not so horrible to accept. Ann and this lady had lived 

skeeping over in my room. We would share our innermost thoughts and fears and 
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Women’s Softball Team Looks to Repeat Last Year’s Success 
By : Marcus Zappia 

Staff Writer 

The massive snow storms 

that covered much of the country 

delayed the start of spring and the 

start of the softball season. 

Because consistently poor 

weather has made fields unplay- 

able, the BCC woman’s softball 
team will open its season on April 

10 at home against Sullivan CC. 

They were originally scheduled 

to open April 3 against Jefferson 

CE. 

Coach Dick Oakley and his 

club are anxious to improve on 

their outstanding 14-4 mark from 

last year. The Homets were 13-2 

Sportitorial | 

et There be Ice at BCC 
By: Seth Plavner 

Layout /Production Mgr. 

On March 25, due to the ‘‘Blizzard of ’93", the postponed 

meeting of the Master Planners and the students, faculty and staff of 

BCC, took place to discuss the important issues and concerns of all 

who attended. The reason for these meetings was to communicate 

the needs and wants of the college, to the committee in hopes of 

acquiring the necessary funds. 

At the general student session, attendance was minimal. A total 

of seven students attended, five of which were members of the 

Broome Ice Hockey Team. Their main reason for attendence, was 

to express their need for an ice facility on the BCC campus. 

The team members gave several reasons for the rink and 

possible uses for the facility. First and foremost is that it would help 

the Broome Ice Hockey program tremendously, both financially as 

well as physically. The money saved on ice time for games alone 

would reach over $10,000 a season, not to mention all the ice time 

needed for practices which are held five days a week. Second, the 

closeness of the ice would give the team the added advantage of 

being able to set their own practice times and make it possible to 

practice as often as they can. Additionally the added feature of the 

home rink makes Broome a more attractive option to new recruits 

who could help the program flourish. 

The facility itself would also be a nice addition to the campus. 

The option of using the rink for gym classes or even for the child care 

children to use as a means of physical fitness, is also open for 

administration to implement. The facility could also be opened to 

the public on weekends for such events as public or open skating, 

public hockey and the BCC hockey games, all of which are means 

of revenue for the school. Ice time can also be rented out for parties 

and if the facility were big enough, graduation could be held inside 

rather than having to rent out the Boome County Arena. 

The thought behind these ideas is that Broome Community 

College is just that, a community college. This facility will help get 

the public on our campus to see what it is like; it brings the 

community to us. This is the same reason why we have the Science 

fairs, Convocation days, and open houses every year. This facility 

can do what they do every weekend, without a designated day to do 

it. 

One more issue that makes this idea honorable is that it would 

also bring the athletics more in touch with the school. Most of the 

major sports of BCC have there home games here on campus. 

Basketball and Volleyball use the gymnasiums, and the baseball and 

the soccer teams use the fields behind the Student Center. 

In order to see a BCC hockey game people have to drive to the 

Polar Cap Ice Rink in Chenango Bridge where the team currently 

plays. It would be much easier for both team members and 

spectators to either on campus in order to get their hockey. This 

facility could be one of the best moves for the college if all the above 

options were implemented.’’ 

during the regular season but made 

a quick exit from the regional 

playoff tournament. 

The Horets are looking for 

a repeat performance from some 

of last year’s key players. Pitcher 

Kari Smith was a flawless 6-0 on 

the mound. She could also handle 

the bat, hitting .500 out of the 

clean-up spot. At third base, 

Katrina Andrews was an All- 

Region selection, partly for her 

.426 batting average. 

Oakley praised two incom- 

ing freshmen on the club. Dar- 

lene Daloisio, a pitcher and out- 

fielder, joins the team from Owego. 

Emily Coleman, a pitcher and first 

baseman, played at Maine-End- 

well last year. Both girls were 

All-Division II in high school last 

season. 

Hornet’s Baseball Swings Into Action 
By: Jason Falank 

Sports Editor: 

The Hormets baseball 

team was ready to take the field 

for another season with an 

opener against Schenectady, 

originally scheduled for the 

first weekend in April, but 

postponed because of wet 

weather. The Homets, coming 

off an 8-12 season, anticipate 

bouncing back with ‘‘an out- 

standing pitching staff and 

defensive depth,’’ said coach 

David Michalak. ‘‘This is 

going to be an exciting team to 

watch, we’re going to make 

things happen.”’ 

The Hornets line-up con- 

sists of versatile players like 

Andy Clapp. Also, the pitching 

skills of Anthony Abbadessa 

and Jason Cronin combined 

with the batting of the Captain / 

Chris Vanderbunt and Chris 

Hovancik give the Hornets hope 

for a Division IT Champion- 

ship. 
Broome has not won a 

Division III title since 1983 and 

Coach Michalak has confidence 

that ‘‘this team could win the 

whole thing.”’ 


