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J Electrical wiring foul-up
® delays union opening
By EMILY GARBER

ditor

Last minute problems in the electrical wiring have delayed the
scheduled opening of BCC’s Student
Union — again.
The union, which was expected to
open Monday on the first day of classes,
may not open for another two weeks.
The delay was caused when college
officials discovered earlier this month
that the electrical transformer installed at the Union was not powerful
enough to heat the building.
A new transformer, which was to be
used in other construction on campus,
is not being installed. It was uncertain
Monday when the remaining electical

work would be completed.
“The Union won’t be opened

|Moved
and pinball
machin
at all. The decision

has angered

several students (who are) circulating
petitions in protest.
November 7, 1983
ee
.., the union will not be demolished
until after the spring semester of 1984 . .
. BCC President Donald W. Beattie . . .

for

student use for another two weeks,’’ said student activities director R.
Bruce MacGregor.
It was unclear why the wrong transformer
was
installed
initially.
Explanations offered by the college and
county officials conflicted.
Apparently the college at first considered using natural gas to heat the
rebuilt union, but decided against it

(said) administrators are leaning
toward a plan to put lounges and
recreation in the student center and
scatter clubs throughout the campus.

because it was too costly. The change,
however, was never made in the

December 13, 1983

sformer stipulated by the work, sources
said.
Jack Kelsey, assistant engineer for
the Broome County Public Works
department, said the first transformer

The Union may be saved after all, at
least the building’s shell, and used as a

garage as early as next fall, said
President Donald W. Beattie .. . “It
would be more practical to use the
Union building as a non-personnel
storage building than to try to rebuild it
to code for human use,” Beattie said.
February 13, 1984
The Union will be torn down at the
end of the spring semester. Earlier
suggestions that the building be moved,
remodeled and used as a garage have
been scuttled. Most of the student activities in the Union will be moved to the
maintenance building to the south of the
present Union.
May 19, 1984

specifications for the electric work,
sources said.
Miske Electric installed the tran-

was not powerful enough to heat the
union.

“There is not enough power to heat it
(the union), no,’’ said Kelsey. ‘‘It has

enough electricity for lighting it, but not
for heating it.’’
However, Helen Veres, vice president

for administration, insisted the original
transformer was just powerful enough

The Union stands empty at the edge of Parking Lot O. The building should be ready
to open within several weeks. (Emily Garber photos)

to heat the union as well as supply
electricity for lights.
“There is enough power to handle it,”’
Veres said, ‘‘but we want something to
handle the surplus, because we don’t
know the future needs of the college.”’

Veres said the college decided

to

make the change now because it would
be cheaper to do the work now.
College president Donald W. Beattie,
who was not expected to return from a
vacation in Europe until this week,
could not be reached for comment.
Veres said she could not give a
precise cost for moving and rebuilding
the union because the work involved
college maintenance workers, as well
as outside contractors.
‘It’s a
debatable number,” she said.
She said some college projects will be
“put on hold” this year because of the
cost to rebuild the union.
BCC has been without a student union
for more than a year. The building was
dismantled in the summer of 1984 to

BCC cancels alcohol at
future student events

... the on-again, off-again Union will

be saved according to the latest plan.
The Union will be taken apart and
moved near Parking Lot 0 at the end of
the Semester. When the Project is
finished it will still be the home for
student activities.
September 8, 1984
The college maintenance department
tore down the Unin .. . in early June.

Beattie said the college hoped to rebuild
it by August, but the plan was bogged
down by committees and paperwork.
The Union will be reconstructed on the
edge of student parking Lot O by
January. Student clubs have been

most cases moved

October 31, 1984

Campus Security will move into the
newly rebuilt Union along with the

See HISTORY, page 2
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Due to a loss in liquor liability
coverageBCC officials have eliminated
alcohol at future student events.
The decision was made after BCC’s
liquor liability insurance carrier,
Occidental Fire and Casualty of New
York, dropped the college’s coverage.
Alcohol will no longer be served on
the BCC campus at student events,
including
clubs,
organizations,
athletics and other student activities,
according to a memo written by college

president Donald Beattie.

According to Marvin Behr, assistant

of

Nimmonsburg. ‘I am
g can be up
permitting, that the buil
ain and refurbished by the individual
clubs between semesters,’’ said
Beattie.

ARCHives

By EMILY GARBER
Editor

%

to the president, insurance companies
in New York state are no longer making
alcohol liability coverarage available
to college campuses.
Theoretically, by law, liquor can still
be served at student events, on campus

or off,-if a vendor, with hiw own liquor
liability insurance policy, is willing to
assume responsibility.
‘
But, according to Behr, vendors are

also having increasing difficulty
acquiring liquor liability insurance at

reasonable rates.
Behr said some private vendors, such
as bar or tavern owners, go without
liquor liability insurance altogether,

and just take the chance.
Luquor liability insurance is optional
and is a safeguard primarily for tavern
owners. If a patron of a drinking
establishments gets drunk and causes
harm to others, the insurance protects
the servers of alcohol against costs that
could be incurred by lawsuits.
Even before the insurance company
dropped coverage, the number of
college events where alcohol was
served had been severely curbed in the
last several years, because of the rise in

the drinking age from 18 to 19. College
officials were hesitant to take
responsibility for proofing students.
That problem was solved last spring
when the college decided to allow liquor
at events where the vendor agreed to
take .responsibility for proofing

students.
But the increase in the drinking age
to 21 on Dec. 1 was expected to curtail
“drinking’’ events on campus.
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This new transform er is being installed

this week.

make way for the new high technology

building.
College

officials

had

planned

to

rebuild it and open it by the fall of 1984.
Because of delays, the reopening was
pushed back to the 1985 spring semester

and then again to the fall 1985 semester.

When the union reopens, it will house
The Fulcrum, The Citadel (the year-

book), the Student Government
Association, the Program Board, the
Student Activities director, a game
room and a television room.

Bus stop is moved
to Student Center .
The campus bus stop has been moved
this fall. Broome County Transit buses
will now pick up riders north of the

me iiepong
at ththe
past
the bus stopped at
flagpole

in

front of the

Wales

Administration Building.

Marvin Behr, assistant to the
digacepion said the bus stop was moved
several reasons. He said at the new

ie
”
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Welcome back
Welcome and welcome back.

Here we are again ready to start another semester whether it’s
your first stab at college life or your last. We hope everyone enjoyed his or her vacation, but as always it flew by way too fast.
Those of you who don’t know how you’re going to make it through

the next few months, calm down. Your first long weekend is just
days away, so hang in there!
In any case, it’s time to put our noses to the grindstone and get
working. We'll be soon experiencing the sleepless nights, impossible homework assignments and countless cups of coffee. The
washed-out, dazed look will soon be on our faces.

If you’re a returning student, you know what we’re talking about.
If you are a new student, you'll find out soon enough.
It really sounds hard to face doesn’t it? Yes, in a way, it does.
But when the going gets rough remember what we’re here for.
The education which will hopefully help us land that job we want or
at least be a large stepping stone in the right direction.
We paid for the education so lets get our money’s worth.

Letter from the editor
Dear Readers:

are a small bunch we have to»

We hope the next time you
read a letter in this space it will
be from one of you readers. We

hope you will become a regular
reader and let us know what you
think about what we say or what
is going on around you.
Letters to the editor is just
one of the ways you can participate in The Fulcrum, the
BCC student newspaper. There
are several others.
First, we need help.
We have immediate openings
for reporters, (especially sports
writers) photographers, artists,
advertising salesmen and a
business manager. There are
stipends (money) available for
some editor positions, and
advertising salesmen receive 10
percent of anything they sell.
You can earn up to a semester’s

tuition in commissions.

That’s

$520 a semester.
In addition, you can receive 1

hour of academic credit for
your work on The Fulcrum by
enrolling in English 163L11. But
remember you have to sign up

depend on you to keep us up on
what’s going on on campus.
If you are a member of a
student group, you also have the
option of a free ad. We will give
student

column

groups

a

free

two--

by two-inch ad if we

have room on a first-come, first-

serve basis. Sorry, this offer
does not extend to teachers or
administrators. This is an old
sore spot, but we still think this
is a student newspaper and
should stay that way. We will,
however, write a news story if

that’s appropriate.
If a 2 by 2 isn’t big enough,
we'll sell you more space at a
reduced price. Regular advertising rates are $2.50 a
column inch, with reductions
for ads over a quarter page.
You can also buy classifieds
ads at a campus rate of $1 for 40
words so you can tell yoursweety
just how serious you are or sell
your old Ford. Watch for our
tables in the Union or stop by
the office.

The new Applied Technology building is currently under construction, and should be completed
next fall. (Emily Garber photo)

Construction on schedule .
The
sounds
of
heavy
machines and the sight of
construction
barriers
are
common sights on the BCC
campus this fall.

In case you are wondering
what all the action is, here is a
rundown:
eThe new Applied Technology
Building, in the center of the
campus west of Wales, is the
most ambitious undertaking.

When completed in the fall of
1986, it will provide space for
the electrical engineering,

computer
studies
and
engineering science. Helen
Veres, vice president for administration,

said the second

floor deck is being poured and
the walls poured.
eA 10,000-square-foot addition
is being made

to the Science

Building and is expected to be
completed by mid-1986. The
chemistry
and _ chemical
engineering
technology
department will use the space.
The two projects will cost an
estimated $8.8 million.

¢ Although you can’t see it yet,
a major expansion of the
Student

Center is being plan-

ned. Bids for the expansion are
expected to be let in January
with ground breaking targeted
for next spring and completion
in the fall of 1987. The $2.14

million expansion will include a
new gymnasium, weight rooms

and lockers.
eThe Y Building, the red brick
building across from the Alms
House, has been condemned
and will be torn down.. Veres
said the demolition date has not
been set. Faculty office that
were in the building have been
moved to other offices around

campus.

We hope to publish twice a
month. I hope you will find

Two retire

by Friday.
If you are interested, call me
at 754-5461 or call our advisor
Anita Doll at 648-4361. We will

something in The Fulcrum that
will inform you, make you smile
or stimulate your brain.

Two long-time BCC faculty
members retired last spring.

have twice weekly meetings in
the faculty lounge in Titchener

Sincerely,
Emily Garber
Editor

at 1:30 p.m. Tuesdays and
Thursdays. Eventually, we will

They are Edward Troicke and
Dorathy Saeger.
Troicke taught for 22 years in

the

have an office and phone in The
Union (we hope). Until then, we

have to make do.
If working on the newspaper
doesn’t appeal to you, there are
several other ways you can
make it a part of your life. You
can write a letter to the editor
as we already said. We will
print it for free as long as it has
no cuss words and doesn’t get
too nasty. We may trim it a little
if you get carried away.
If you (this means

teachers

Checking it twice
Students checking
campus last week

Friday, Aug. 30
Last day to add courses, and last day
for 100 percent refund on tuition for
those who withdraw.
Monday, Sept. 2
Labor Day. No classes.
Tuesday, Sept. 3 - Thursday, Sept. 4
Tickets on sale in Student Center for

Freshmen Picnic from 9 a.m..to 4 p.m.
on Tuesday and Wednesday and 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Thursday.
Friday, Sept. 6

President Beattie’s annual reception
on the patio of the student center from 3
to 5 p.m.
Last day for students to withdraw and
receive 50 percent refund on tution.
Freshman picnic at Elliot Reitz farm,

over computer lists was
as students went through

a common
the annual

registration. (Linda Ruspantini photo)

C
Monthly meeting of the BCC Board of
Trustees. 7:30 p.m. in business building
faculty lounge.

electrical

Friday deadline

too) have something you want
publicized, let us know and we
will write a story on it if we
think it’s newsworthy. Since we

Thursday, Aug. 29

college’s

engineering
technology
department. Saeger taught for
21 years in the secretarial
sciences department, which is
now called the Department of
Office Technologies.

sight on
ritual of

Friday is the last day students
can add courses for the fall. It is
also the last day to withdraw
from school and receive a 100
percent refund in tuition and
fees.
Friday, Sept. 6, is the last day
for students to withdraw and
receive a 50 percent refund on
tuition and fees.

HISTORY
Continued from page 1

Johnson City, from 3:00 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Vans will shuttle students to and from
campus.
Friday, Sept. 6 - Sunday, Sept. 8

Theatre-BCC presents Waiting for
Godot, 8:15 p.m. in Little Theater.

Saturday, Sept. 7
Varsity
Men’s_
Soccer
Morrisville Tech at 1 p.m..

reopen Thursday, Jan. 31. “‘Once the

November 14, 1984

development.

BCC administrators have scrapped
earlier plans to put Campus Security
and the weight room in the rebuilt
Union.

March 13, 1985
The completion
date for the
rebuilding of the student union has not

December 5,1984

hosts

The mid-January promise
the completion of the rebuilt
getting closer and according
president
Donald
W.
everything is on schedule. . .
energies are on the Student
said Beattie.

Tuesday, Sept. 10
Varsity Soccer at Alfred Tech at 4

p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 12
Varsity Soccer at SUNY Binghamton
JV at 4 p.m.
;
Saturday, Sept. 14

date for
Union is
to BCC
Beattie,
‘‘All our
Union,”

January 23, 1985
The Student Union, which was to have
reopened Monday, is not expected to

Varsity Soccer at Jefferson Community College at 1 p.m.
BCC Women’s volleyball tourney at
11 a.m.
Cross country Bronco Invitational at
Delhi Tech, 11 a.m.

college officials still maintain it will

student groups that had called it home.
The plan has already drawn criticism
from some student leaders.

reopen at least until March, according
to some college sources and even then

may

not have plumbing.

However,

\

bids are approved, the work will be
done in no time,’’ said Helen Veres,
director of planning, research and

been set, though electric and plumbing
contracts have been finalized.

May 8, 1985
Although no official date has been set
for the completion of the new Union, the
main concern right now is getting the

electical services completed, said
Helen Veres, BCC vice president for
administration. ‘What we’ve done is
washed out an entire group of
students,” said R. Bruce MacGregor,
director of student activities. “The
students who are going to be seniors
next year have never even seen the
union.”
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Get cash back for those unwa
If you change your mind
about taking that history class,

on new books only if they are in
perfect, re-salable condition.

but have already bought the
books, don’t panic if you have no
interest in keeping the Mliad
and the Odyssey on your
bookshelf.
The Campus Store allows you

_or damage
to the binding. You
can get a 75 percent refund if
the book has been written in,
stained or damaged, but is still

That means

no writing, stains

in good condition. You also can

to return books for a full refund,

get a 100 percent refund on used

as long as you meet

books if the book is in good
condition.
5. You will get all your money
back or a new book if the book is

several

important requirements:
1. You must have your
receipt. Without it you get
nothing. There are no exceptions to this rule.
2. You must return textbooks
you bought after the first day of
classes within 14 calendar days

after you bought the books. If
you bought books before classes
started, you still have 14 days
from the first day of classes to
make a return.
;

3. You won’t get any refund on
new books that cannot be
returned to the publisher.

nted books

‘defective.

After the refund policy ex-

pires (within two weeks after
you buy your books), the buy

back

policy goes

into effect.

Daniel DeVona, book store
supervisor, said the Campus
Store will buy back current

books that are still being used
on campus at a half to a quarter

of the original price.
DeVona said it is better for
students who want to sell back
books to wait until the end of the

Refunds also won’t be given on
required special order books
bought after the store has

semester, but he said students

returned its unsold inventory to
the publisher.
4. You will get all your money

usually don’t want to wait that
long or need the money by that
point.

who are dropping out of school
A student buys supplies in the Campus Store in preparation for the heavy work load ahead. (Linda
Ruspantini photo)

Lee appointed to BCC board
By EMILY GARBER

Editor

Binghamton
High School
principal James E. Lee was
appointed to BCC’s board of
trustees by the Broome County
Legislature last week.
Lee’s appointment to the 10member board is for a 9-year
term to expire June 30, 1994.
The position is non-paying.
Lee succeeds Robert Landin,

who had been on the board for
almost 15 years.

Lee has been connected with
the Broome County government
since 1981, when he served for
one year as deputy executive
and administrative assistant to
Broome County Executive Carl
S. Young. After a one year leave

of
absence
from _ the
Binghamton school system, he
returned to the district to
become assistant principal and
eventually became principal of
the city’s high school.
BCC’s board of trustees has 10
members—9
trustees and a
student trustee. The student
trustee serves one year. All
other

trustees

serve

9-year

terms. One trustee’s term
expires each year, creating a
frequent rotation of board
members.

Because of a law passed this
summer, the student trustee
now has the right to vote, according to Marvin
Behr,
assistant to the president of the
college.
1
:
This year, the student trustee

is Patricia Tabor, who was
elected last spring.
The chairman of the board is
James Bishop, who is a local

CPA and graduate of BCC.
Other members of the board
include Dr. John Manzari,
director of pulmonary services

at Wilson

Hospital;

Judith

Peckham, executive director of

the Hoyt foundation; Barbara
Kramer, an adult education
teacher at BOCES;
George
Sarkisian,
president _ of

Sarkisian

Bros., local con-

tractor and developers; Holmes

Somers,

manager

of

power

systems development at IBM
Owego; Barbara Sterns, who
works at E.F. Hutton Co.; and
Alan Cave, who works at IBM in
the personel department.

New programs await approval
BCC is awaiting approval
from the state to offer two new

Fill in the blanks
What would college be without filling out forms. (Linda
photo)

Ruspantini

Sports Shorts
New basketball
coach named
Stuart W. Elliott, a Windsor
School District coach and
teacher, has been named coach
of the BCC women’s basketball
team.
He succeeds Wes Van Dunk,
who coached the BCC women’s
team for the last four seasons.
Van Dunk will continue to coach
the BCC women’s softball team
and direct the Educational
Opportunity Program at the
college.
Elliott has coached
the
Windsor Junior High School
basketball teams for three
years. The girls junior high
team posted a 73-9 win-loss

record

under

Elliott

during

three seasons. He also handled
the junior high school boys team
last season when they posted 113 record.
Elliot will continue as a fulltime social studies teacher at
the Windsor Junior-Senior High
School.

Soccer needs

more players
The BCC Men’s Varsity
Soccer team is facing a season
of rebuilding with only two
players returning from last
year’s squad.

Coach

Denton

Covert

said

anyone who is interested in
playing should drop by during
the daily practice from 3:30 to
5:30 p.m. or contact him at his
office at Titchener. “There is a

definite

need

for players,’’

Covert said.

Covert said 14 to 15 players
have turned out so far for the
team. They include last year’s
defensive players Scott Benscoter, back fielder, and Eric

Nester, midfielder.
Covert said it is too early to

tell who will be the standouts for
this season.
;
Hornet soccer gets underway
Saturday, Sept. 7, when
hosts Morrisville Tech.

BCC

degree programs—travel and
tourism and communications
and media arts.
Marvin Behr, assistant to the
president, said approval is
expected
by
the
spring
semester, but that students can

begin taking courses in the new
programs this fall. “It’s still
possible. for students to be
enrolled
during
the
first .
semester and take the basic
requirements while waiting for
the approval,” Behr said.
The college is waiting for
formal approval from the State
University of New York, which
supervises BCC’s academic
offerings,
and
the
State

. Education

Department,

which

registers all BCC programs.
Both the programs were
approved by the college’s board

of trustees last spring.
The travel and tourism
curriculum will lead to an
associate in applied science
degree and is designed to
prepare graduates for immediate employment in the
travel field, with some op-

portunities for transfer to fouryear colleges. The Business
Department will be responsible
for the curriculum.
Use
of
the
computer,
marketing
techniques
and
travel planning are some of the
skills that will be taught.
The communications
and

media arts program will train
students for immediate employment in such jobs as audiovisual technicians, media sales
representatives and radio and
TV production assistants or to
transfer to a four-year college.

BCC is the first college in the
area to offer such a program,
which will be supervised by the
Liberal and General Studies
Division. The program will lead
to an associate in science
degree.
Demand for the program is
expected to be heavy. More
than 50 students were enrolled
in communications courses last
year, despite
ferings.

the

limited

‘Godot’ first production
Theatre-BCC will begin another full
season with a performance of Samuel
Beckett’s Waiting for Godot on Sept. 6-

8

Performances begin at 8:15 each
night. Reservations can be made by
calling the theater box office at 771-5191
or in person backstage. Tickets are $4
for staff, faculty and students and $5 for
the general public.
;
The Sept. 8 Sunday night per-

formance will be interpreted in sign
language for the hearing impaired. A
-TTY-TDD Box Office phone number for
the deaf and hearing impared is also
available.

Performing in Waiting for Godot are

Dennis McKeon, L.B. Rinkle, Jim Hull,
H. L. Butts and Angelo Zuccolo, who is
also directing the production. Scenic
and lighting design is by George

Litynski.

Theatre-BCC plans four productions
this year.
Oct. 18-20
The Jilted Lover of
Campobasso by Pietro Miele will be
performed. It is a romantic comedy

about a young beautiful willful woman
who meets her match in southern Italy.
In the spring Son of Winter Fantasy,
an offshoot from last season’s Winter
Fantasy, will be performed. It will
feature excerpts from Edward Albee’s
“The American Dream” and Eguene
Ionesco’s Frenzy for Two or More.
Performances are slated for Feb. 14-16.
On March 14-16, A Night of Mystery is
planned. Three bone-chilling tales set in
a crypt-like atmosphere will be performed in the round.
Season tickets are $15.

of-

Goodbye College Inn

The
8
Fulerum

The College Inn, which has been a popular BCC student
hangout for many years, closed June 17, as a result of the
recent hike in New York State’s drinking age to 21 years.
According to Dick Froiseth, owner of The College Inn, the
bar closed because the new drinking age left only a small
percentage ofBCC students still able to legally drink.
Casey’s Cantina, which opened August 22, now occupies the

Entertainment

Front Street location.

According to Froiseth, Casey’s is primarily a restaurant,
serving lunches and dinners, although it also has a bar.
“Casey’s is not just a college bar,” said Froseth, who now
owns Casey’s. “‘There is a full menu, catering to a crowd of 25
or more. The College Inn promoted BCC, which we’re not
doing anymore.’

August 28, 1985

Freshmen picnic set
By EMILY GARBER
Editor

Students can look forward to a
freshman picnic, and a possible
Halloween Dance ‘this fall,
according to student activities
director R. Bruce MacGregor.

The

freshman

picnic,

presented by the Program
Board, will be Friday, Sept. 6,
from 3-7 p.m.
at facultv
member Elliot Reitz’s farm off
Reynold’s Road in Johnson
City.
“It’s a beautiful spot,” said
MacGregor,

‘and

it has

a

wonderful view. There will be
plenty of action and fun things
to do.”
MacGregor said there will be
hayrides every hour, sporting
events, tug-o-war, a 3-legged
race, games, plenty of food, a

pond to swim in, and a 220-yard
‘suicide slide,’’ which runs over
the pond.
There will be hot air balloon
rides given by pilot David
Berke, on his 78 story balloon
Genesis.
The band Brotherhood will
play from 3-6 p.m. at the picnic.
The college may have to buy
liability insurance to cover any
injuries or problems for the
day, MacGregor said.

Tickets will be on sale from 11
a.m. - 1 p.m. in the Student

MacGregor said the Program
Board

hopes

to rent

several

vans to transport students from
campus to the picnic.
Tentative plans are
underway

for

a

also

Halloween

Dance later this fall, although
plans for the party still have to
be approved.
“The Halloween Dance is one
event that we can have on
campus without alcohol and still
have it turn out successful,”

MacGregor said.

Center lobby, Tuesday, Sept. 3

through Sept. 5, from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m., Sept. 3 and 4, from 9 a.m. 1 p.m. Sept. 5, in the student
activities office in the Union.
Tickets will be $2.
“‘We’re going to have a lot of
fun,” said MacGregor. “‘It’ll be
a good way to break the ice.”

MacGregor said he’s trying to

line up Jon” David’s Mood to
play at the party.
In addition to the freshman
picnic

and

MacGregor

the _ dance,

said he’d like to

have Dr. Ruth Westheimer, host
of Cable TV’s Good Sex.

The Dire Straits are back after a two year absence with their new

album

‘‘Brother’s

In Arms.”

Pictured from

Straits album

Pai

in Greenwich
Village
so
perhaps it was meant for her.

The last time we heard from
Dire Straits was in 1982. The
iast time Dire Straits toured the
U.S. was back in 1980. Well it’s
the summer of 1985 and, yes,
Dire Straits has a new album
out entitled Brothers in Arms
and a U.S. tour on the way.
Mark Knoplfer the band’s
lead (talk) singer, guitarist,

“Your Latest Trick’ is okay.
It’s another lover’s song—the
mood given is of a guy who is

of Dire Straits. Although not as
popular in America, D.S. enjoys
great popularity in Europe,
Asia,

Australia

and

Latin

America. Perhaps that is why
we don’t hear very much from
the band.
Brother’s in Arms contains a
couple very good tracks and a
couple of so, so ones. In fact, if it
weren’t for a few decent guitar
licks and lyrics, the second side
s

Esta

tm

Sy) ae

of the LP wouldn’t even need to

:

Inventor Doc Brown, (Christopher Lloyd), and time traveller Marty McFly (Michael J. Fox)
exchange concerned looks when Marty’s future mother (Lea Thompson) pays them a visit in
Steven Spielberg’s latest movie ‘‘Back To The Future.”’

;

-

Another Spielberg gem
By EMILY GARBER

revolves around Marty McFly,
who is cast back 30 years in

Editor

time, and meets his parents as

movie, when everything about it

teenagers. Stuck in 1955, Marty
is faced with the problem of
trying to return to 1985. To

is good. Sometimes you can’t
pick out one particular scene or
line, you just remember the

make matters worse, he has to
ward off his future mom, who
has fallen madly in love with

It’s often difficult to explain to
someone “‘what’s good”’ about a

whole

package

as

being

one,

great big bundle of suspense,
comedy and sorrow.

Such is true
Spielberg’s latest

of Steven
sci-fi flick,

Back To The Future.
One never knows what to
expect next from a man who
had alien beings telephoning
other planets. But this time
Speilberg’s
gone
cosmopolitan—this time a time
machine’s been built out of a
DeLorean.
In Back To The Future
Spielberg takes the concept of
time travel and builds amazing
things from it. The movie

him.
What makes Back To The
Future even more exciting is
Michael J. Fox, who plays
McFly, and whose only major

outlet until now has been his
role as Alex Keaton on NBC’s
dull-humored
Family Ties
series.
At 24, Fox still has the boyish

good looks which enable him to
land the hip teenager roles. But
Fox is not, by all means, all

looks and no

brains.

For a

young actor, whose acting
experience, all told, is next to

none, he certainly has the
charm, natural charisma, and

talent

of

an _ experienced

professional. Unlike many other
teen dreams, Fox makes McFly
seem real, not artificial. Let’s
face it—there’s at least one
good apple in the bunch.
Back To The Future may be a
youth genre film on the
forefront, but its backbone is
pure Spielberg. The building
suspense, the tender moments,

and

of course,

machines

with

the
the

flying
flashing

lights, are all there.

But Back To The Future is

also like a giant jigsaw puzzle.
No strings are left untouched,
and all the scenes smoothly
weave together in the end.
There aren’t many movies
these days that make an impression you just can’t seem to
shaek for days after leaving the
theatre. This is one of them.
Back
To The
Future
is
definitely one you don’t want to

miss.

‘so-so’

By APRIL ACKERT

and writer is the soul and breath

Nh

left are Straits foun-

ders John Illsley and Mark Knopfer.

be turned over.
“Money for Nothing” is the
definite No. 1 song off the
album. With the background
singing that Sting adds, not to
mention the massive plug that
is given for MTV, it can’t help
from becoming a commercial
success. Knopfler is said to
have been inspired to write the
song after overhearing an
employee in an appliance store

mocking the MTV rock stars
shinging down on him from a
row of display televisions.
Knopfler changed a few comments made by the employee so
as to keep the song from being
too obscene.
“Walk of Life” is destined for
singlehood—it’s the only one on
the album really left as well as
worthy of being singled out
from the rest of the LP. ‘Walk
of Life’’ is perky, lively and the
music reminds me of something
played when you go on a
carousel ride—it just makes you
feel happy. That’s the end of the
REALLY GOOD stuff.
“So Far Away” is a pretty
good blusey, miss you tune. It is
good for dedicating to that
special someone that’s off to
college. Knopfler
was
in
Montserrat
recording
the
‘album and his wife was at home

down and out of love. It’s almost
depressing.
“Why Worry” has a long
introduction that turns into a

disappointing

song

and

ends

strangely by fading in and out.

All that can be said is that its
interesting?
One thing for certain is that
Knoplfer has a strange way of
singing. He doesn’t really sing.
Instead he talks with melody.

Dire Straits big hits ‘“‘Sultan’s of
Swing” and ‘“‘Skateaway”’ are
classic examples of his talking
style.
“The Man’s too Stong”’ is an
irritating song. I don’t mind
settling down to mellow sounds
but why ruin mellow with
sudden outbursts of guitar
blasts. Knopfler palys well, by
why the stupid outbursts. This is
a definite pick the needle up and
move it to the next song candidate.
“Ride Across the River’’ like
“The Man’s too Strong” has
anti-war theme’s but the difference between the two are like
nightmares and daydreams.
Knopfler gives us crisp clear
guitar slides, twangs and a
bongo jungle beat that sets the
stage and a lyrical picture of a
war without a purpose.
Everything worked well for
the song. It makes turning the
album over something more
than a habit, but side 2 still isn’t
worth much.
“Brother’s In Arms’ from

which the album is titled is easy
to listen to and conveys a
message for peace. It’s peaceful
easy listening cut.

After listening to the single
“Money for Nothing’ I figured
the rest of the songs on the
album would be similiar.
Wrong! Knopfler made one,
perhaps two, commercial tunes

and then did what he wanted
with the rest of the album.
Loyal Dire Straits fans will eat
it up. As for the rest of us,
buying the single would be good
enough.

