
In the 1920’s there were two ports that had records of Walleye 
landings. 

In the 1930’s Walleye landings had increased to seven ports. 

By the 1950’s Walleye landings had decreased to four ports.

The pounds per port increased from the 1920’s to the 1930’s but 
then declined in the 1950’s.

Walleye landings were evenly distributed across the 
Southeastern Ports of Lake Erie.

Catch rates increased from the 20’s to the 30’s, due to an 
increase in fishing efforts. 

By the 50’s, catch rates had declined and were concentrated 
around two ports, Dunkirk and Barcelona. 

Catch records were the highest in the 1930s concentrated mostly 
at the Port in Barcelona.

Barcelona and Dunkirk remained the two most important 
Walleye ports through the 1950’s.
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The Lake Erie historical database is a joint funded MOU 
(memorandum of understanding) between the Department of 
Fisheries, Wildlife and Environmental Science at SUNY Cobleskill and 
the NYSDEC Bureau of Fisheries.

The NYSDEC Lake Erie Fisheries Unit has collected and archived 
historical commercial fisheries data from 1929 through present day.  
Prior to this project all data were in paper form. 

The goal of this project is to catalog Lake Erie historical commercial 
fisheries data into an Access database for efficient manipulation and 
visualization of the fisheries data in the digital environment.

Analysis of these records allows us to view how this important fishery 
has changed over the last century.

The Walleye (Sander vitreus), is a freshwater perciform fish native to 
most of Canada and the Northern United States.

Walleye on average are 20 inches and weigh around three pounds.

Walleye are a piscivore and feed exclusively on other fish.

INTRODUCTION

Commercial fishing records for the 1920’s 30’s & 50’s were recorded.

Data included latitude, longitude, species, pounds and port of origin.

information was manually entered into a Microsoft Access Database 
by SUNY Cobleskill and transferred to an Excel file to create ArcGIS 
maps. 

Histograms from these data illustrate the pounds hauled into each NY 
port over the span of these three decades
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Figure 3. Distribution of Walleye Lake Erie 1930’s

Figure 4. Distribution of Walleye Lake Erie 1950’s

Figure 5. Pounds of Lake Erie Walleye 1920’sFigure 2. Map showing no catches recorded 1920s

Figure 1. Map showing Lake Erie ports
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Figure 6. Pounds of Lake Erie Walleye 1930’s

Figure 7. Pounds of Lake Erie Walleye 1950’s


