
In the 1920’s there were five ports that had records of Lake 
Sturgeon capture. 

In the 1930’s fishing effort for Lake Sturgeon increased 
significantly, reaching a peak of 4,500lbs at the Port of Buffalo.

By the 1950’s landings decreased to 2,500lbs from one port 
(Hamburg).

The pounds per port increased from the 1920’s to the 1930’s but 
then declined in the 1950’s.

The distribution of lake sturgeon in the 1950’s was exclusively in 
the east end of the lake

There was an increase in pounds of capture of Lake Sturgeon in 
the 1930’s likely due to a lack of fishing regulations and increase 
in effort.

Buffalo was the most active port in the 1930’s.

In the 1950’s there were no records of Lake Sturgeon captured in 
the Port of Buffalo, likely due to severe over harvesting.

Distribution of Lake Sturgeon landings moved towards eastern 
ports during the duration of this analysis.

The Lake Erie historical database is a joint funded MOU (memorandum 
of understanding) between the Department of Fisheries, Wildlife and 
Environmental Science at SUNY Cobleskill and the NYSDEC Bureau of 
Fisheries.

The NYSDEC Lake Erie Fisheries Unit has collected and archived 
historical commercial fisheries data from 1929 through present day.  
Prior to this project all data were in paper form. 

The goal of this project was to catalog Lake Erie historical commercial 
fisheries data into an Access database for efficient manipulation and 
visualization of the fisheries data in the digital environment.

Analysis of these records allows us to view how this important fishery 
has changed over the last century.

INTRODUCTION

Commercial fishing records for the 1920’s 30’s & 50’s were recorded.

Data included latitude, longitude, species, pounds and port of origin.

information was manually entered into a Microsoft Access Database 
by SUNY Cobleskill and transferred to an Excel file to create ArcGIS 
maps. 

Histograms from these data illustrate the pounds hauled into each NY 
port over the span of these three decades.
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Figure 3. Pounds per port of Lake Sturgeon for 
Lake Erie in the 1920’s

Figure 5. Pounds per port of Lake Sturgeon for 
Lake Erie in the 1930’s

Figure 7. Pounds per port of Lake Sturgeon for 
Lake Erie in the 1950’s

Figure 4. Distribution of Lake Sturgeon Lake Erie 
in the 1930’s

Figure 6. Distribution of Lake Sturgeon Lake Erie 
in the 1950’s

The Lake Sturgeon (Acipenser fulvescens) is a North 
American temperate freshwater fish. 
They are found in the Great Lakes.
They grow to 7 ½ ft long and over 240 lbs.
They eat benthic (bottom) fauna.

Figure 2. Distribution of Lake Sturgeon Lake Erie 
in the 1920’s

Figure 1. Lake Erie port map

Insufficient data to create a 
distribution map

0
500

1000
1500
2000
2500
3000
3500
4000
4500

P
o

u
n

d
s 

(l
b

s)

New York Port

0
500

1000
1500
2000
2500
3000
3500
4000
4500

Po
un

ds
 (l

bs
)

New York Port

0
500

1000
1500
2000
2500
3000

Po
un

ds
 (l

bs
)

New York Port

Lake Sturgeon

We would like to thank the following contributors:
• New York State DEC Bureau of Fisheries
• NY DEC Lake Erie Unit
• SUNY Cobleskill faculty and staff
• Matt Best for compiling the historical data and

providing us with necessary information to complete
the project.

• Samantha Doolittle for entering the data.

Historic Catches of Economically Important Fish Lake Sturgeon in Lake Erie, NY in 1920s, 30s & sos 
Shane Gulliksen & Danny Skelton 

Department of Fisheries, Wildlife and Environmental Science, State University of New York at Cobleskill, Cobleskill, N.Y., 12043 

VERMONT 

- I .riah 

PENNSYLVANIA 

! 

Ha,Hu,d 
) j \ CONNECTICUT 

- - a,nn , · .. _ ' 

/

0 

~ ' · o,i Oc ,@ 
f ,1tm,:-111 · 

' • I 
( . • 1NewY 

• L • " ~"" ' ' 

; Lake Erie Ports · 
I 
' 

• Dunkirk 

• B arcelona 

• Irving 

19 Wanakah 

• Westfiel d 

• B uffalo 

• H amburg 

Woodlawn 

"' B each 

_ , __ -•- ·--

O Lake Sturgeon 1920's 

-■ 

O Lake Sturgeon 1930's 

O Lake Sturgeon 19501S 


