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Excelsior Scholarship:
pitfalls to 
eligibility

KYLE O’GARA

EDITOR IN CHIEF

When New York State Governor Andrew 
Cuomo signed the Excelsior Scholarship into 
law, it became the first of its kind in the coun
try. Since then, the Excelsior Scholarship has 
been met with its fair share of praise and con
demnation. The scholarship would reward the 
recipient up to $5,500 per year, as long as they 
meet the specific eligibility requirements.

The biggest requirement students must meet 
is if their family makes less than $100,000 a 
year, with that cap increasing up to $125,00 in 
the next three years. This requirement covers 
nearly one million families with college-aged 
students in New York State, 69,000 of which 
are in Western New York. Excelsior would 
cover tuition for full-time students, applicable 
at all SUNY and CUNY two and four-year 
imiversities.

The eligibility requirements go on, as stu
dents must be full-time and take 30 credit 
hours (high school AP credits do not apply), 
uphold a GPA of 2.0, and stay in New York 
State four years after graduating. Returning 
students who did not complete more than 30 
credit horns for any reason are automatically 
ineligible to receive the scholarship.

The Excelsior scholarship is considered a 
“last dollar program.” For programs like this, 
full-time students who are receiving state 
money from TAP and Pell Grants from the 
federal government will get that money first 
and then the Excelsior scholarship to cover 
the remainder of the cost. For MCC, roughly 
4,300 full-time students receive money from 
TAP, which is about 33% of MCC’s student 
body.

Statewide, nearly 75,000 students applied 
for the Excelsior Scholarship this year and 
1,500 of those applications were from MCC 
students. Out of the 1,500 that applied, only

million 
eligible statewide

applied

applied

only 
300
MCC 

students 
received 
Excelsior 

Scholarship^

300 students received the scholarship, accord
ing to Financial Aid Director Jerome St. Croix.

With only a fifth of qualified students 
receiving the scholarship, some students are 
not excited by the results. Matt Simone, a 
qualified MCC student, said “I’m disappoint
ed, but at the same time, they have to give it 
out to all SUNY schools and it’s the first year, 
so maybe it’ll grow more.” Simone added, “I 
tried applying for it, but they just kept ask
ing me for more and more information and at 
some point I just gave up jumping through all 
those hoops.”

Governor Cuomo made the aimouncement 
in April alongside Vermont Senator Bernie 
Sanders, who arguably popularized the idea 
of free college tuition during his 2016 presi
dential campaign. Despite the rocky start to 
the program, Cuomo is still optimistic that 
this program is a step in the right direction, 
stating, “The Excelsior Scholarship will make

college accessible to thousands of working 
and middle class students and show the differ- 
ence that government can make..With this pro
gram, every child will have the opportvmity 
that education provides.” Tyler Mills, an MCC 
sophomore on the Excelsior Scholarship, says, 
“I think it’s a good idea, the whole concept 
of either partially paying or paying in full.” 
St. Croix supported the Governor’s law, stat
ing, “We always appreciate opportunities for 
students to be offered additional resources 
to help them with their educational costs.” 
Currently, there is no word on how many 
students received the Excelsior scholarship 
statewide, as detailed data and statistics have 
not yet been released. Students that current
ly receive the Excelsior scholarship are not 
required to fill out another for the Spring 2018 
semester, but those who have not received the 
scholarship should submit another application 
for the upcoming semester.

MCC s Guardian App: 
Safety, Free of Charge
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The older technology of the campus Blue Lights, can now he 
supplemented with a cell phone app called the Guardian.

DIANE RHODES

PROVISIONAL WRITER

A free safety app was launched 
by MCC’s Public Safety depart
ment earlier this August. The app. 
Guardian, is designed to provide a 
safety plan to students and school 
employees who walk around cam
pus at night or anytime when they 
feel unsafe. The Guardian App’s 
purpose is to replace the Blue 
Light system of telephones scat
tered throughout campus.

The Guardian App has fea
tures such as the Tip Line and 
the Safety Timer, which accord
ing to Charles DiSalvo, a member 
of the Public Safety Department, 
are “the most utilized features 
of the App.” Guardian has been

downloaded by “approximately 
600 members of the college com
munity,” according to DiSalvo. 
Guardian has had a success
ful start, with an average of 15 
calls for service a week for both 
emergency and non-emergency 
assistance. This, in comparison, 
mirrors the call volume received 
from the blue light emergency 
phones placed throughout the 
campus during the Fall or Spring 
semesters.

In order to make the commu
nity aware of the app, the college 
has been trying to raise aware
ness that this is going to be the 
new way to alert Public Safety in 
case of an emergency. One way 
the college has been actively try
ing raise awareness is by educat

ing both “students and employees 
throughout last summer and dur
ing Orientation sessions,” says 
Rosanna Yule, Assistant Director 
of Marketing and Community 
Relations.

More information regarding 
how to use the MCC Guardian 
Campus Safety App is available 
on the Public Safety web page 
at www.monroecc.edu and also 
through the MCC portal.

FCC; Net Neutrality Repeal

• The clock is ticking in the 
internet’s battle to keep its 
freedom. The FCC plans to 
repeal Net Neutrality, which 
means users would have to pay 
multiple prices for different 
websites instead of one.

DOJ vs AT&T, TWC merger

The Department of Justice has 
stepped in to crack down on 
the attempted merger between 
AT&T and Time Warner. The 
DOJ says the merger would 
form a monopoly.

Rhinos future in trouble

The Rochester Rhinos are 
in danger of folding for next 
year’s season if they do not 
acquire $1.3 million before the 
end of November. If they do 
not get the money, the fate of 
the club hangs in the balance.

CBS, PBS fire Charlie Rose

After 26 years in the industry, 
Charlie Rose has been fired 
by CBS and PBS amid sexual 
misconduct allegations. Rose 
is the latest big name to be 
taken down in the recent span 
of misconduct cases.

Uber underfire

Uber is taking more negative 
PR this week after they paid 
hackers $100,000 for steal
ing data on users. The news 
is another public set-back for 
the company amidst leadership 
changes and instability.

Check out our 
digital version for more 

stories and features

http://www.monroecc.edu
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Hundreds of professors nationwide urge students 
to avoid U of R amid sexual assault allegations

KYLE O’GARA

EDITOR IN CHIEF

Over 450 brain-sciences pro
fessors and administrators from 
colleges across the world have 
signed an open letter to the 
University of Rochester Board 
of Trustees stating they will not 
advise their students to attend the 
college.

The controversy follows a com
plaint that was filed by profes
sors and graduate students with
in the brain-sciences department 
to the U.S. Equal Opportunity 
Employment Commission this 
past summer.

The complaint brought atten
tion to the the sexual misconduct 
with students by associate pro
fessor Florian Jaeger. Within the 
EEOC complaint, Jaeger’s behav
ior describes he was a “narcissis
tic and manipulative sexual pred
ator” who had sexual relation
ships with his students. Jaeger 
often flaunted this behavior to

other faculty members.
“In present circumstances, 

we cannot in good conscience 
encourage our students to pur
sue educational or employment 
opportunities at the University 
of Rochester,” reads the open let
ter to the Board of Trustees. The 
letter goes on to state, “We are 
deeply concerned that President 
Seligman and his administration 
failed to adequately respond to 
claims of predatory and manipu
lative behavior imtil those claims 
were made public in an EEOC 
complaint.”

With this letter, profes
sors from prestigious univer
sities around the globe like 
Princeton, Harvard, Duke, Yale, 
Brown, MIT, Notre Dame, even 
Amsterdam and Paris, signed 
the letter as a gesture of compli
ance and agreement that they too 
would not advise their students to 
go to the University of Rochester.

Dr. Charles Nelson, Professor

of Pediatrics and Neuroscience at 
Harvard Medical School, believes 
advising students may achieve 
two goals, stating, “it might pro
tect students from potentially 
predatory behavior on the part of 
individuals in positions of power 
and it might send a message to the 
University administration.”

The decision to sign the letter 
comes with its fair share of con
sequences, Nelson continues, “On 
the other hand, it is a world class 
university that has much to offer 
and it may deprive students from 
benefitting from that.” Other 
professors such as Dr. Kenneth 
Dodge, Pritzker Professor of 
Early Learning Policy at Duke 
University, said his reason for 
signing the letter is, “It appears 
that nothing is being done to stop 
the inappropriate and disgusting 
behavior at the school.”

The 450 signees hope that such 
a public display of discontent with 
the college’s response will help

kickstart the change that is nec
essary for a safe college cam
pus. Dr. Nicole McNeil, an ACE 
Professor of Psychology at the 
University of Notre Dame, said, 
“When a university administra
tion continuously responds poorly 
to situations involving potential 
abuses of power by faculty mem
bers and vulnerable students, it 
does not give me confidence that 
there will be a safe and welcom
ing environment that will allow 
all students to thrive in graduate 
school there.”

University of Rochester 
President Joel Seligman has been 
under intense fire and criticism 
following his response to the inci
dent being reported. From hav
ing a petition on Change.org with 
over 40,000 signatures calling for 
Jaeger to be removed to multiple 
articles from national news out
lets such as CBS News and Inside 
Higher Ed.

The main objective that these

450 professors aim to accomplish 
in the open letter is to bring much 
needed change to the university, 
specifically in policy and admin
istration.

Just days after the letter was 
sent to the Board of Trustees, 
the University of Rochester 
announced they immediately 
started an internal investigation 
into the new allegations to the 
EEOC, to be led by former U.S. 
Attorney for the Southern District 
of New York, Mary Jo White.

Along with this announcement, 
UR spokeswoman Sara Miller 
also stated, “The University of 
Rochester is deeply committed to 
a safe and respectful campus for 
everyone, free of harassment or 
discrimination of any kind...It is 
regrettable that the letter is signed 
by many people who do not have 
direct knowledge of the actual 
circumstances here.” Jaeger is 
still on leave.

Instacart Grocery Delivery: 
Luxury or Necessity?

photo courtesy of Instacart

KYLE O’GARA

EDITOR IN CHIEF

This summer, Rochester was the newest market 
for delivery service giant Instacart. Instacart special
izes in shopping and delivering orders from stores 
like Wegmans, Tops, Price Rite, CVS Pharmacy, 
Petco, and Costco. Rochester has experienced suc
cessful start-ups expanding into our area in recent 
months with the arrival of Lyft and Uber in Jime and 
now Instacart.

The announcement of the company expanding 
into Rochester caught many shoppers by surprise as 
Wegmans was the big name on the list of companies 
partnering with Instacart on launch day.

The unlikely partnership sparked speculation, as 
the annoimcement was made shortly after Amazon, 
com bought Wegmans competitor Whole Foods 
Market. Following the success of Wegmans and 
Instacart, Tops became partners shortly after to stay 
in competition.

The delivery service is something that has been 
long awaited by shoppers in the Rochester area, pri
marily by students. With no grocery stores in the 
immediate area, students would shop at the Rite-Aid 
across the street. Upon the Rite-Aid closing recently, 
students have had no way to easily get groceries.

Jon Piscitelli, a sophomore, has lived in the MCC 
dorms since the Fall 2016 semester. Piscitelli has 
witnessed the struggles of living in a dorm on cam
pus and how beneficial Instacart’s service would be, 
stating, “I think for people without a car it would be 
amazing.”

While the service is a great alternative for stu
dents to get food, nothing in life is free. Standard 
delivery costs through Instacart cost $5.99 for any 
orders over $35. Additionally, each item has a slight 
increase in price. This presents a problem for stu
dents, as many living on campus without a car do not 
have a job and do not have the money to constantly 
pay for delivered groceries. For some though, the 
price to pay for real food and groceries is nothing 
compared to skipping dinner or eating fast food.

NET NEUTRALITY SEEKS TO 
HAVE USERS PAY AS A UTILITY

THE MORE YOU USE THE MORE YOU PAY

KYLE O’GARA

EDITOR IN CHIEF

Equal access to the internet 
may be a luxury of the past. 
On November 21, the Federal 
Communications Commission 
released plans to repeal rules that 
has preserved the internet’s free
dom. The plans were announced 
by F.C.C.’s chairman Ajit Pai, who 
said in a statement, “the F.C.C. 
would simply require internet ser
vice providers to be transparent 
about their practices so that con
sumers can buy the service plan 
that’s best for them.”

Under the F.C.C.’s proposed 
plan, instead of paying one price 
for internet service from your 
internet service provider, or ISP, 
customers would pay multiple 
prices to use different services 
and obtain access to certain web
sites. This plan, if successful, 
would certainly change the way 
users would access the internet.

Right now, internet is treated 
and charged as a service. Under 
these restrictions, internet would 
be charged like a utility bill, like 
gas, electric, or water. Consumers 
would pay for how much they use 
and would stop users at certain 
data caps.

With nearly 287 million people 
in the United States with inter
net access, the general consen
sus is that consumers strongly 
disagree with the proposal and 
will do anything they need to 
make sure it does not succeed. 
With websites like savetheinter- 
net.com, battleforthenet.com and 
petitions across the internet with 
a combined total of over 600,000,

users are fighting back to keep 
their freedom.

Everyday internet users are not 
the only ones who are speak
ing up for net neutrality. Mega
companies such as Google, 
Facebook, and Netflix have been 
avid defenders of net neutrality 
rules. With companies of this size, 
power, and influence, they pull an 
immense amount of weight in the 
decision, as this is not the only 
time net neutrality has been an 
issue. The most recent proposal 
only comes two years after a sim
ilar attempt was made to put strict 
restrictions on internet usage and 
privacy by the F.C.C. If new rules 
proposed by Pai were to pass, 
ISPs like Verizon and Comcast 
would be able to limit what con
tent users can access. Comcast 
internet users would be restricted 
to using Comcast owned websites 
and Verizon users the same. In 
order to access content not owned 
by one’s ISP, users would need to 
buy access to them. In layman’s 
terms, the internet would not be 
one price gets all anymore.

The fight for net neutrality 
is not only to preserve the free
dom of the internet, but also the 
fight for freedom of speech. Since 
the annoimcement, there has been 
intense debate on whether killing 
net neutrality is also killing free
dom of speech. If access and con
tent is being withheld from con
sumers by ISPs, some say restrict
ing their First Amendment right 
to freedom of speech. Internet 
users have until December 14 to 
voice their opinion to the F.C.C. 
before they decide to kill net neu
trality for the foreseeable future.
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MCC Partners with Foodlink 
to Create Food Cupboard

photo by Paul Ambrose

Food gathered for the food pantry was a result of the efforts of 
the AAWCC’s recent food drive.

PAUL AMBROSE

MANAGING EDITOR

After three years of debate over 
what room 3-125 will become, 
the campus center has final
ly come to a decision. The old 
cereal bar will be taking on two 
new names the first one will be 
DWIGHT (Doing What Is Good 
and Healthy Together). This will 
be the campus’s new food cup
board that will take up the back 
space of the room.

The name DWIGHT she says 
is important because it takes the 
insecurities out of saying you’re 
looking for the food pantry. “... 
You’re looking for Dwight” 
says Betty Stewart, Director 
of Student Life and Leadership 
Development. It is a much easi
er thing to say to someone who 
might not know where it is.

DWIGHT is set to open “when 
school begins in January after 
(the) break”. Renovations are 
already taking place and some 
food has already arrived cour
tesy of the AAWCC, however it 
is not available to be picked up 
yet. Stewart, however, says that if 
you are in need of food, there is a 
small food pantry in the campus 
center for the time being.

MCC will be partnering with 
FoodLink to help bring food to 
our campus and help those in 
need. Foodlink is a organization 
set on helping fight hunger in 
most of western New York. Along 
with the help of Foodlink and 
other student donations the cup
board will have a good variety of

food for people in need to choose 
from.

Currently, the campus center is 
working on ways to also shade the 
windows so people from the out
side cannot look in and see those 
inside. Stewart would like to let 
students know that DWIGHT will 
be a safe and non-discriminatory 
place that anyone can go.

Students will be thrilled to 
hear as well that the Parking 
Services office will be holding a 
drive called “Food for Fines” dur
ing December 4th - 7th;

Students will be able to bring 
in canned food in order to get 
deductions off outstanding park
ing tickets/ fines.

Something else to be on the 
lookout for will be a wagon car
rying small snacks attached with 
information slips about the food 
pantry to help raise awareness 
for DWIGHT. Stewart says they 
will also looking for volxmteers to

help cart the wagon around dif
ferent routes around the school. 
If you are interested in volunteer
ing, visit room 3-126.

Along with the new food cup
board a new volunteer center will 
be built in front of DWIGHT to 
help those looking for volimteer 
hours. COVE, the acronym for 
the new center which stands for 
Center for Outreach and Volunteer 
Experience, will compile a data
base for any organizations that 
would like student helpers to vol
unteer. This will be a great way 
to promote volunteerism at MCC 
and help do-good organizations to 
grow. Students will also be able to 
sign up through here to volunteer 
in DWIGHT.

The entrance into both COVE 
and DWIGHT will be through the 
same door allowing for anony
mous entry from the outside. Both 
centers will be open 8:45-4:45 on 
days school is open.

JOIN THE MONROE DOCTRINE
WRITERS, EDITORS, COPYEDITORS, PHOTOGRAPHERS, 

AND VIDEOGRAPHERS ARE NEEDED

MEETINGS HELD WEDNESDAYS, NOON - 1pm
IN THE DOCTRINE OFFICES IN 3-134

Public

11/4/17
• A student was grabbed and pushed by an employee 
11/7/17
• MCC student was involved in an MVA while on a 
bicycle
• MCC student was vaping in the residence hall 
11/8/17
• two resident students caused a yellow fire alarm when 
they were vaping in their bedroom
11/9/17
• A pedestrian was struck by a vehicle leaving the 
downtown campus
• Public Safety arrested a non student for harrassment
• MCC student discovered a puncture in her tire 
11/10/17
• A male was observed in the women’s bathroom 
11/11/17
• Basketball referee passed out during game 
11/12/17
• Grease fire in resident hall caused minor damage to 
property, no injuries reported.
• A baggy containing a green leafy substance formd in 
the PAT quad was turned in to Public safety
• Two resident students had a physical altercation with 
each other
11/13/17
• A student’s vehicle was involved in a Hit and Run 
accident
• a college employee received a threatening message on 
her voicemail
• MCC student fainted and was foimd semi-conscious
• A student reported that someone broke the mirror of 
her vehicle
• Professor states that a student made an inappropriate 
comment during class
11/14/17
• a student and visitor were involved in a verbal alterca
tion involving their vehicles
• Public Safety assisted FBI task force officer with 
CCTV in regards to an investigation
11/15/17
• Public Safety received a delayed report of a suicidal 
student
• MCC student refused to show her bag to the NDA on 
duty
11/16/17
• A student burned her thumb in culinary class
• Public Safety responded to a yellow fire alarm caused 
by vaping in Canal Hall
11/17/17
• Verbal dispute between students and a non student 
11/18/17
• An MCC student was intoxicated and on stage during 
a play

... .............. ...

Safety
Report
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the trials and tribulations of sharir

What kind of dorm mate are you? Some prefer to create a coordinated look that elevates 
a simple dorm room to an oasis, some prefer the minimalist approach, while still others 
have a room that looks like an episode from Hoarders. Some students like to sleep in, some 
are studious, and others like to jam. Noisy, quiet, messy or neat—everyone has to get along 
while living practically on top of each other.

EMILY PFLEGER

ONLINE MANAGER

SIZE
SHOULD \ 
MATTERwhy pay the same for 

the smallest room 
in the suite?

Those familiar with the resident halls know 
that each building has its differences, though 
the cost of each remains the same. While each 
resident hall student pays the exact same for 
housing, it is not guaranteed that each student 
will receive the same quality.

Canal, being the newest, has the most updat
ed appliances and furniture as well as the most 
space. It has the largest pantry, hall closet, and 
the largest common area of every other resident 
hall. Overall, it is visibly newer and cleaner 
than the rest. Just this year, however. Canal has 
been open to freshman students only.

The PAT quad consists of Pioneer,

Alexander and Tribime. Each suite in the PAT 
quad is much older and smaller than the suites 
in Canal. For a second-year student who is able 
to choose which hall they live in, these three 
halls are their only option. The common area, 
which includes the living room and kitchen, is 
smaller than the common areas in Canal. The 
pantry and hall closet is about half the size of 
those in Canal, and the fourth bedroom, known 
as the D room, is significantly smaller than any 
regular sized single. Bottom line, being put in 
the D room means a student is paying the same 
amoimt while getting less square footage.

Luckily, resident hall senator, Ashley Price,

has acknowledged this problem and would like 
to make some changes. “People who live in the 
D room should instead be charged the same 
price as someone who lives in a double, since it 
is so much smaller than the normal sized single 
bedroom”, states Price. It is possible for those 
living in the D room to be charged a lower rate 
in the future. Some, however, have a more posi
tive response regarding the D room.

Despite these discrepancies, each resident 
hall does provide the same furniture, appli
ances and utilities, so no matter which hall you 
choose, each will have a bed to call your own.
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Ing living space
HOME AWAY FROM HOME ,

NOT ALWAYS SO HOMEY
Deciding between moving into the dorms on 

campus and staying at home can be a big decision for 
new students and returning students alike. On one 
hand, the freedom of being a dorming student can be 
enough to sway a student’s opinion but on the other 
hand, the luxurious life provided by family at home 
can also be a rivaling choice.

Multiple topics can be addressed concerning the 
quality of the dorms- whether they’re clean enough 
for self-proclaimed ‘neat freaks’ or the kitchen is big 
enough for the culinary student that hides within all 
of us. The truth about the dorms, according to cur
rent residents, is that neither of those wishes will 
come true.

According to Jake Fratina, an Alexander Hall res
ident, the dorms should be cleaned more often and 
most importantly before move in day as he recalls, 
“right before move in day the bathrooms were dis
gusting, the shower was lined with filth as well as 
the toilet bowl.”

Kayla Robinson, another Alexander Hall resi
dent, believes that the kitchen ratios differ in size 
depending on which hall you may be assigned to 
in her experience she states, “Alexander has a good 
kitchen-to-living room ratio, whereas Pioneer Hall

has very large kitchen spaces and too small of a liv
ing space to enjoy your downtime in between class
es. Robinson and Fratina both believe that the room 
for food storage (refrigerators, pantries and freezers) 
is miniscule as they can barely fit the majority of 
their food into the commonly shared space claiming 
that “a mini fridge is a must when moving into the 
PAT Quad halls.”

Other components of the rooms are also sub-stan
dard, for instance, the bathrooms are too small if you 
take the C and D room assignments. Whereas the A 
and B rooms get a full bathroom fully equipped with 
a tub and double the space of the C and D shared 
bathroom. Robinson feels that she “cannot borrow 
time in the A and B bathroom without feeling her 
roommates will feel as if she’s encroaching on their 
space.” Lights are also stated by multiple residents to 
be too obnoxious due to their fluorescent bulbs that 
don’t emit natural lighting, often giving residents 
headaches, according to Robinson.

Tydarious Young, a new resident of Alexander 
from Canal, does not feel as if the halls are not too 
badly furnished as he finds the couch “more comfort
able than the beds on most days.” Fratina also feels 
that the singular chairs in the living room are nicely

AUSTIN ENDERS

LIFESTYLES EDITOR

broken in and have their own type of comfort to them 
and doesn’t mind “spending downtime playing video 
games and listening to music with friends while 
waiting for classes.” All three residents have also 
expressed pleasure with the response to last year’s 
Wi-Fi occurrences, stating that MCC’s Wi-Fi pro
vider and technical team has improved due to less 
drop zones in the campus Wi-Fi that sometimes 
would last anywhere from 20 minutes to 2 hours. 
Therefore, these three residents also can appreciate 
the affordability of the dorm rooms as Young states, 
“they’re more affordable and easier to live in than 
any other alternate living situation in New York.”

Lastly, the social aspects of the dorms can be 
an issue depending on the type of student you are. 
Young finds it “difficult to find new people because 
nobody really attends the events hosted by RA’s.” 
However, a few alternatives to this problem could 
be using the PAT Quad Snap Story to find new and 
interesting people you may discover share the same 
interests or hobbies as you.

While some have concerns about quality and 
layout, the overall consensus is that the dorms are 
affordable and decent enough to spend their years at 
MCC living on campus.

Every day, we are completely surrounded by trash on 
campus. It’d be a difficult task to take a stroll through the 
campus without finding a generous amount of trash on 
the ground. The highest concentration of garbage can be 
found in the Canal Hall parking lots, which, oddly, lack 
a trashcan. Many students, when asked, have expressed 
ftnstration with the lack of a trash can.

Patrick Gower, a student who lives in Canal Hall, said 
“considering they only have one (trash can in the building), 
it doesn’t do a lot of good for the excessive amount of trash 
that’s found in the parking lot.” Gower added, “empty beer 
bottles, broken glass, McDonald’s bags, etc. I feel we could 
use at least one more down there, by the parking lot...” In

addition to the excessive clutter, the entire campus is lit
tered with cigarette butts, showing how nearly impossible 
it is to enforce the school’s smoking policy.

In order to combat the garbage, the facilities team 
makes their rounds every at aroimd six o’clock and rou
tinely pick up the trash on campus. This reportedly takes 
hours but it doesn’t completely clear the campus. The facil
ities team currently uses a modified sedan to sweep the 
campus in the morning. This cannot clear much smaller 
areas such as a sidewalks and lawns. When asked to com
ment on the high volume of trash on campus. Facilities 
Director Douglas Ford insisted that the litter was more 
of a student issue than a college issue. Ford stated, “it’s

everyone’s responsibility to find a trash receptacle.” Ford 
also mentioned the reluctance of adding more trash cans 
outdoors, pointing out how they can attract a large amount 
of bees that can generally be a nuisance to passersby. 
Interestingly, Ford did not know about the lack of a trash- 
can in the Canal parking lot, stating he would look into it.

With the increasing problem of trash on campus, it has 
become incredibly hard to enforce policies to effectively 
combat littering. That’s why, as a community, we should 
be as focused as possible as taking the matter into our own 
hands and cleaning up after ourselves. Unless we all pitch 
in, litter will continue to pack our campus.



ONROE DOCTRINE NOVEMBER 24, 2017 PAGE 6

EA Faces Star Wars: 
Battlefront II Backlash

AUSTIN ENDERS

LIFESTYLES EDITOR
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On Sunday, November 12th, EA had 
made internet history. In a matter of hours 
a comment they had left on a Reddit post 
coneerning the development of Star Wars: 
Battlefront II (2017) has now been deelared 
the “most downvoted eomment in Reddit 
history.”

So what made this comment so contro
versial? Microtransaetions, EA not only 
pandered to a diverse audience with the 
story writing but they also hid their famed 
hero characters behind a sturdy pay wall. 
When EA first aimounced that charaeters 
could be unlocked via microtransactions 
the fanbase was irritated, but not in sham
bles. It was then when they found out that 
it would take 40 gameplay hours to unlock 
a single hero, that made fans put their foot 
down.

EA had also gone onto say that if 
you want to skip the gameplay then you 
can purchase the characters as mentioned 
before. But what is the cost of all hero 
unlocks if you choose this option? The 
total amount as reported by the game's 
player base was upwards of $2000.

The communities reaction to this mas
sive pay wall was simply to not buy a copy. 
Customers had started returning their cop
ies of the game for refunds, some even 
canceled their pre-orders which had been 
fully paid off. Websites were established

in the hours following the announcement 
with one simple purpose, to cancel your 
preorder and get a full refund.

EA’s eustomer serviee line did nothing 
to combat this issue at first, as even their 
sales representatives knew the reasons for 
the pre order eancellations when using the 
help line for PC returns.

Some players who kept the game had 
posted about how they couldn't even play 
the hero’s only game mode simply because 
they didn't have a hero unlocked, making 
the game mode virtually useless.

EA took immediate action on their state
ment since the game's release on Friday, 
November 17th, EA had announced that 
they have “paused all microtransactions” 
for the time being.

The question remains, for how long and 
what changes will be made. Will the pay 
wall return and will it only be put back 
after enough copies have sold to make a 
profit? Or will it remain removed, in turn 
making their previously annoimced ‘free 
DEC’ become ‘priced DEC?’

However, EA couldn't stop at just that. 
Instead on November 17th, EA had also 
announced that the final campaign mission 
of the game will now be locked behind a 
DEC release in December. Whether or not 
this DEC will need to be paid for, is it ethi
cal for EA to push a game out with finish

ing the story mode on top of a flawed mul
tiplayer game mode?

The last issue that has not been 
addressed or fixed yet however is the loot 
erate system in which players feel as if 
they’re gambling. This is resulting in play
ers believing the game could have addic
tive gambling-like consequenees similar to 
a casino or poker game.

The addictive qualities come from the 
uncertainty and chance of unlocking ran
dom items such as weapon and character 
skins, guns. Star Cards or buffs. Through 
the unlocking of these items the brain pro- 
duees dopamine similar to when a gambler 
at a slot machine wins $10 after twenty 
spins of the wheel.

The concern comes from the children 
that will play Star Wars: Battlefront II 
since the game is rated T for Teen. Some 
fear that if children are exposed to gam
bling habits at such a young age then they 
are more likely to gamble when they are- 
grown up and not seeing gambling as a

negative thing. One can only hope EA 
completely removes this loot crate system 
that has been plaguing games for the last 
5 years.

It has been predicted by gamers that 
few years. Over time games could eventu
ally be sanctioned off into separate enti
ties, all hidden behind microtransactions. 
No game has yet to use this marketing 
strategy until Star Wars: Battlefront II.

The theory was that eventually games 
would allow you to only pay for the ele
ments of a game that you care for, separat
ing story and multiplayer modes. EA did 
not do that however, instead they made you 
pay for the base game (story and multiplay
er) and locked every completing aspect to 
their respective modes behind microtrans
actions, essentially wasting and abusing 
the consumers money.

The hope is that EA can learn from 
their mistakes with Star Wars: Battlefront 
II and bring the consumers great content 
despite these setbaeks.

MOVIE REVIEWS

Thor: Ragnarok
Rating: 7.5/10

AUSTIN ENDERS

LIFESTYLES EDITOR

Thor: Ragnarok is everything 
that Marvel Studios should have 
been striving for. Humor flourishes 
during on screen charaeter relation
ships between Thor and his multiple 
‘side kicks’ including The Hulk, 
Eoki, Valkyrie and Corg.

The action feels as if it's right 
out of a comic book with flashy and 
overly CGI’d fight sequences, most 
notably the final fight for Asgard.

The character developments 
established in Thor: Ragnarok 
prove that the anticipated Infinity 
War film will have a completely dif
ferent feeling from other Avengers 
films.

This Marvel film suecessfully 
seems to break out of the standard 
formula that has been used for the 
last 16 films, with an over abun- 
danee of humor, delightful imag
ery, beautiful set pieces, well driven 
eharacters and fight sequences that 
live up to the hype Thor: Ragnarok 
has been building for the last two

photo courtesy of Jorge Figueroa 
via https://www.flickr.com/photos/ 

jiffOl/10412961916

years.
However what Thor: Ragnarok 

does lack is the well driven villains 
that have seem to been missing 
since the brand’s infamous Eoki. 
Kate Blanchett did an outstand
ing portrayal of Hela the Goddess 
of Death but sadly, the director 
just couldn't hit the nail on the 
head. From a motive so overused 
it should be retired, Helas quest 
for the throne and the elimination 
of Asgard stands ultimately hypo- 
eritical.

Overall, Thor: Ragnarok will 
please fans in theaters looking for a 
good time with mindless action and 
absurd humor.

CONCERT COVERAGE

Dangerbyrd,
Naked Giants &
Ron Gallo at the Bug Jar

photo by Joeseph Massaro

lOESEPH MASSARO

PROVISIONAL WRITER

Dangerbyrd, a Rochester-native blues 
and hard rock quartet, took the stage 
first. Easily out of place with what was 
about to come, Dangerbyrd shredded 
to the music, in which our dads would 
be fond of: Humble Pie and Buffalo 
Springfield. However, nobody at the 
event seemed older than thirty. It was 
nothing grand or new they were play
ing. It was completely different genre of 
music of what was soon to come.

Naked Giants, garage and punk rock
ers from Seattle, took the stage around 
10:00 p.m., and that is when the night 
took off into a vortex of mayhem. With 
highly amplified distortion and fuzzy 
guitar effects, it was hard to look away. 
Performing songs such as - “Slide,” 
“Dead Alien,” “Twist,” and “Ya Ya,” 
Naked Giants showed their style into 
becoming one of the hottest and aggres
sive bands playing music today. They

moved like Devo, looked like Nirvana, 
but played like MC5.

Ron Gallo and his band appeared on 
stage around 11:00 p.m., and opened 
with an overture, transitioning “Kill 
the Medicine Man,” a sister-track of the 
classic “Corporal Clegg.” He also played 
some of his signature tracks such as “Put 
the Kids to Bed,” “Please Yourself,” 
and“Young Eady, You’re Scaring Me.” 
At one point during the set, Gallo liter
ally busted out the backdoor and played 
his solo on the sidewalk, bringing in a 
couple of pedestrians. Gallo was later 
joined by Naked Giants to close out the 
show, playing songs from a recent 7” 
single, they recorded together entitled. 
Sorry Not Everybody is You/The Age 
of Information. They also elosed out the 
show covering the ever popular Beatles 
track “Helter Skelter” and The Stooges 
“Search and Destroy,” embedding that 
true Iggy Pop spirit by playing shirtless 
- showing nothing but raw power.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/bagogames/20014465563
https://www.flickr.com/photos/
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Does CW’s Arrow Compare to the Original Comics?

photo courtesy of FanAboutTown via https://www.flickr.com/photos/fanabouttown/15801880163

PAUL AMBROSE

MANAGING EDITOR

The CW show Arrow has 
become a huge hit, but how accu
rate is the show to it’s respective 
comic book counterpart?

Arrow, the TV show based 
off of the Green Arrow starts 
off with former playboy Oliver 
Queen leaving on a boat with 
his dad, sneaking his girlfriends 
sister on board. His ship is then 
caught in a storm that kills the 
girl and leaves him, his dad and 
the captain on a lift raft.

His father eventually kills the 
captain and himself in order to 
leave enough rations for Oliver.

He later floats to an island 
called Lian Yu. A man then finds 
Oliver on the island and teaches 
him how to use a bow and arrow 
to himt for food. He also finds 
that the island is a base for a com
pany selling tons of drugs and an 
assortment of weapons.

After this he returns home 
determined to kill a list of people 
on a book his dad left him that 
had been doing scummy work 
in Starling City. He keeps his 
identity a secret from friends and 
family in case people try to go 
after them.

He also becomes the CEO of 
his father’s business and with 
this, gains the help of I.T. special
ist Felicity Smoak to act as mis
sion control for him.

After a while he also reveals 
his identity to Roy Harper, a 
orphaned boy on the streets who 
wants to fight criminals like 
Oliver does. Oliver is very reluc
tant to take on a protege because 
of how dangerous the job is. Soon 
Oliver has a change of heart due 
to Roy being so persistent and is 
taken in by Oliver and trains like 
him to become “Speedy”.

In the DC silver age of com
ics, a time where most characters 
were created, Oliver Queen is

also a playboy prior to the Island.
In the comic books however 

Oliver gets heavily dnmk and 
falls off his boat and washes up 
on Starfish Island.

On the Island he is forced 
to learn how to use a bow and 
arrow in order to himt for food 
and learns simple bow tricks to 
help him outsmart animals on the 
island. He creates a green cloak 
to help him blend into the forest 
on the island.

Eventually a large ship pass
es the island and Oliver swims 
out to it hoping to get off the 
Island. He discovers that the ship 
is actually full of pirates that had 
taken over the crew. Oliver then 
disguises himself using a small 
green mask he pieced together 
and frees them using the tricks he 
learned on the island.

Green Arrow was then bom 
and realized he could use his 
skills as a way to help soci
ety. This turns the heads of the

Justice League and he becomes a 
very important member.

Roy Harper, in the comics, 
was bom on an indian reserva
tion and was trained to be a very 
skilled himter and archer imder 
Chief Thunderhead who later 
became Brave Bow.

When Brave Bow was begin
ning to be very sick, he was 
sent out to be further trained 
and mentored by Oliver Queen. 
After many attempted to con
vince Oliver to take in Roy, he is 
eventually persuaded and gives 
Roy the name “Speedy” due to 
his high agility and swiftness.

Overall, the CW’s version of 
the Green Arrow stays true to its 
comic book origins for the most 
part. Writers change a few details 
for the TV show to make sense 
yet leave easter eggs for true fans 
of comic books to enjoy. Arrow 
is definitely a show worth watch
ing for comic book and action 
fans alike.

MUSIC REVIEWS
In Tongues EP

joji
Hip-Hop 

Rating: 8.5/10

Heaven Upside Down
Marilyn Manson 

Goth/Industrial Rock 
Rating: 9/10

AUSUN ENDERS

LIFESTYLES EDITOR

THINGS 
TO DO IN 

ROCHESTER

Winter
Edition
EMILY PFLEGER

ONLINE MANAGER

If you happen to be an out
doors person and wish to seek 
out some fun winter activities, 
you’ve come to the right place.

MCC students have access 
to Bill Gray’s Iceplex here on 
campus. Typically, Bill Gray’s 
is open Monday through Friday 
from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m. and week
ends from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. 
Adults pay $7.00 to get in and 
$4.00 for rentals.

If you’re willing to brave 
the elements, there is an out
door ice skating rink in Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Park. 
Adult skate, for those over 18, 
is Monday through Friday from 
1:50 to 3:20 p.m. Open skate 
is available every weekend 
from 12:00 xmtil 8:50 p.m. on 
Satmdays and 12:00 xmtil 7:00 
p.m. on Sundays. Admission is 
$5.00 for adults.

Skiers may take a trip to 
Bristol Mountain Resort in 
Ontario Coimty. For those with 
less coordination. Glacier Ridge 
Snow tubing could be a fun 
alternative. Glacier Ridge is 
$16.00 for an all day pass and 
is open Friday through Sxmday.

Mendon Ponds Park is the 
largest park in Momoe County. 
The park has two sledding hills 
and nximerous trails for cross
country skiing, snowshoeing 
and hiking.

Keep warm and enjoy your 
winter vacation!

AUSTIN ENDERS

LIFESTYLES EDITOR

Internet sensation, joji 
(AKA Filthy Frank) displays 
a sensual voice for the heart 
broken on this 17 minute 
long EP. Through heavy bass 
over symphonic Hip-Hop 
beats, joji manages to convey 
his deepest emotions, com
pared to his satirical release 
at the begiiming of the year. 
Pink Season imder his alias 
Pink Guy.

The short track lengths 
make the EP cohesive and

well structured where no 
track overstays its welcome 
despite simplistic lyricism 
and euphoric yet repetitive 
beats.

Stand outs on this album 
are the title track “Will He” 
and “Pills.” “Will He” is a 
ballad to the girl in joji’s life 
who's managed to break his 
heart and despite the misdo
ings still cares and questions 
her well being through com
parisons to his own relation-

photo courtesy of Genius via 
https://genius.com/albums/Joji/ 

In-tongues

ship with said female.
“Pills” however is joji 

taking back those promis
es of being over this female 
and perfectly describes the 
depression following the 
‘over it’ stage of a break up.

joji treats the listen
er through in and through
out with delightfully magi
cal production and melodic 
singing that will leave even 
the most serious listener in 
a trance.

Aggressive guitar riffs, hard 
hitting bass distortion and the 
haimting vocals of the Antichrist 
Superstar himself all lead up to 
the exhilarating masterpiece. 
Heaven Upside Down.

. “We Know Where You 
F***ing Live” boasts off of the 
gore and horror that Manson dis
tributed throughout the 90s with 
his projects Antichrist Superstar 
and Holywood.

“KILL4ME” channels the 
grxmge driven soxmd of his last 
album The Pale Emperor by sam
pling a stellar guitar riff from 
The Pixies, a huge influence on

photo courtesy of Robin Murray via 
http://WWW. clashmusic. com/news/ 

mott-the-hoople-re-union-shows

Manson’s work.
Lastly, “SaylO” is a new adven

ture for Manson, while proving he 
can channel his past self he pro
ceeds to delve into the new Trap 
influence of the 2010’s, with hard 
hitting synthesizers, hi-hats and 
prominent 808s.

Mansons newest album is defi
nitely for the books as Manson 
tackles what may be his most 
mature, concise and fortuitous 
album to date.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/fanabouttown/15801880163
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LIGHT UP THE NIGHT
NIGHT
ANG

•• alii-

CLAIM: snap on coverplate with integrated LED 
nightlight; easy install; keeps both outlets free

PROS: easy install, does leave both outlets free to 
use, three individual LEDs shine below outlet

CONS: did not create as much light as a traditional 
nightlight, would not sit flush with outlet while LEDs 
were activated, only available in white, takes quite a 
bit of daylight to turn off the LEDs

BOTTOM LINE: meh - pluggged the traditional 
nightlight back in the kitchen; moved the Night 
Angel to the bedroom so as to not trip over the dog 
sleeping on the floor in the middle of the night, better 
products available that do the same thing

ACLIGHT

compare the beam 
of a regular 
flashlight at left to 
the intense light of 
the Taclight below

CLAIM: durable, lightweight, super bright 
flashlight with 5 different modes including a 
zoom feature.

PROS: definitely brighter than the average 
flashlight, has a high, medium, low setting as 
well as a strobe and SOS feature, uses 3 
standard AAA batteries, zoom feature 
pinpoints objects in intense light while the 
wide mode bathes a large area in bright light

CONS: must click through all 5 features to 
turn off

BOTTOM LINE: worth it! impressive amount 
of light for such a compact flashlight, could 
probably land a helicopter at night


