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Are you the next
SGA President?

Hours before the 
election, both 

presidential candidates 
withdrew from race

CORY W. PAINE

NEWS EDITOR

Just hours before the 
MCC Student Government 
Association (SGA) elec
tions opened on Blackboard, 
both Presidential candidates 
Malcolm Mariese and Alec 
Bertelli withdrew themselves 
from the race. The general elec
tion was held on May 3 and 
May 4, but the final decision on 
the President will not be made 
until summer. According to 
the current SGA constitution, 
a special selection committee 
will be formed in order to select 
the next SGA president.

The special committee 
formed by the SGA will con
sist of six members of the SGA, 
three students-at-large, and at

least one SGA advisor. After 
being formed the committee 
will accept applications for 
the seat and begin the inter
view process. Through a major
ity vote, the special committee 
will select a replacement can
didate. Afterward, the replace
ment candidate will be ver
ified by the Senate via two 
thirds majority. Upon the veri
fication process, the new SGA 
President will be able to take 
office immediately.

The application process 
begins immediately and will 
continue through May 12. After 
that, the special committee 
will begin their work in an 
effort to appoint a President as 
soon as possible. Director of 
Student Life and Leadership 
Development, Elizabeth

Stewart, indicated in an inter
view that she was hopeful to 
have a new SGA President 
appointed by the beginning of 
the fall semester.

In order to be considered for 
the President’s seat, an appli
cant only needs to be a regis
tered student of MCC and file 
their application by the appro
priate filing dates. The appoint
ment will only last until the 
next election cycle in May 2018, 
when the sitting President will 
have to run for election via 
voter ballot.

For more information, 
contact the Student Life and 
Leadership Office on Brighton 
Campus Building 3, Room 126, 
Phone: (585) 292-2060.

The results are in!Student Government officers for the 2017- 
2018 academic year:

Student Trustee: Maria Isabel Alexander 
Rodriguez

Brighton Campus:
Vice President of Governance: Alyssa 

Hoffmeier
Veterans Senator: T. Bernard Butler 

Clubs and Organizations Senator: Kevin 
Nestler

Diversity Senator: Kevyia Spencer 
Damon Campus:

President: Daniel Skerritt 
Vice President of Programming: Kimberly 

Statt
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• A little bit of recycling goes 
a long way, especially as MCC 
prepares new initiatives to go 
green across all campuses.

• “Purified” water in 
disposable water bottles is 
just filtered tap water-and it’s 
destroying the Earth, one bottle 
at a time.

Turn to pages 4-5

• Bees are officially on the 
endangered species list. Find 
out just how this affects you, 
and what you can do to help.

Turn to page 6

• Comics galore!

Turn to page 7

• ICYMI: MCC hosts 
Compassion Week, sponsors 
Monks to create Unity Mandala 
for the College

Turn to page 8
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New Green Initiatives at Mcc
Building Sen/ices and the Sustainability Steering Committee 
pioneer new programs for MCC

lACOBY GAGLIANO

MANAGING EDITOR

Green initiatives have been sweeping 
college campuses for the past decade. 
To make MCC more environmentally 
friendly, new recycling policies, 
instituted by Building Services, will be 
rolled out in the coming fall semester. 
The Sustainability Steering Committee 
at MCC has also worked with faculty and 
staff to initiate new policies as well.

The new recycling program will affect 
the Brighton Campus and the Applied 
Technologies Center (ATC). The new 
Damon City Campus will be outfitted 
with recycling bins similar to the ones 
Brighton and ATC will receive.

Consistency with recycling has been 
an issue on campus. John Haines, Senior 
Labor Foreman of Building Services, 
decided the change that and wrote a 
proposal initially to Coca-Cola asking 
for funds for a grant to make the college 
more environmentally friendly.

However, SUNY does not affiliate 
with Coca-Cola; therefore, Haines wrote 
another proposal, again, asking for grant 
money. Unfortunately, Pepsi denied his 
grant proposal due to an overload of 
applicants.

Haines then reached out to the 
Sustainability Steering Committee at 
MCC for funds. “They [the Sustainability 
Steering Committee] loved the idea of...

doing it in a grand fashion,” stated 
Haines.

Haines hopes that these new initiatives 
have the potential to educate the faculty, 
staff and students about what is recyclable 
and what isn’t by using signs, pamphlets 
and banners around campus.

Artists will also have the chance 
to have their artwork showcased on 
the new recycling bins as well. Each 
recycling bin has a transparent facade 
that can have fliers put into it. Haines is 
optimistic that with people creating art 
for the facade of the new recycling bins, 
they will catch the eye of passers-by and 
be more attractive.

In lieu of the signs currently on some 
recycling bins that outline what people 
can recycle in small, illegible font that 
was not visible from a distance, Haines 
has designed new signs with guides to 
help people decipher what is recyclable 
and what isn’t.

To make things understandable, 
Haines said that the school is going 
towards a mixed recycling system, 
meaning that there are recycling and 
trash, there aren’t a slew of different 
choices that can make people confused.

Mixed recycling is used in the 
Rochester as well. When recyclables come 
into the recycling facility, they’re sorted 
from the bin on different conveyor belts 
and materials such as metal are pulled 
from the conveyor belt by a magnet, and 
paper is pulled by a vacuum until all of 
the contents are sorted correctly.

With mixed recycling, there are 
some nuances. Haines said that “any 
trash within recycling makes it trash.” 
Essentially, it’s the bad apple that spoils 
the barrel. That is a problem Building 
Services faces with their current 
recycling program. Due to garbage bins 
and recycling bins not being placed near 
each other, facilities often finds trash, 
such as food or unrecyclable materials, 
in the recycling. All of the contents are, 
in effect, contaminated and cannot be

What is an EcoDistrict?
The area around DCC will also be known as the EcoDistrict at High 

Falls. Greentopia, a non-profit organization that is starting efforts to pioneer 
Rochester to become a more environmentally sustainable city, received “a 
grant of $240,000 from NYSERDA in December 2014 for planning and orga
nization of the state’s first EcoDistrict,” according to Greentopia.org.

Avalone sits on the committee that plans to do the EcoDistrict. An 
EcoDistrict, according to Greentopia.org, “... is a sustainability framework 
for a self-defined neighborhood with an unwavering commitment to Equity, 
Resilience, and Climate Protection imperatives.”

What can you recycle?
Newspaper
Paper
Construction paper 
Clean plastic bottles 
Clean glass 
Metal

Food waste 
Plastic bags 
Plastic wrap 
Straws

recycled.
With the current recycling program, 

MCC has shifted over 120 tons of 
recyclable materials from the landfill 
to a recycling facility in the city per 
year. With this new plan, Haines hopes 
that this will increase to three times as 
much; however, those numbers are only 
speculative, and the amount of tonnage 
MCC recycles wholeheartedly depends 
on if people are not only recycling but 
recycling properly.

The new plan also ensures that there 
will never be a trash bin separated from 
a recycling bin, they will be attached. 
Haines stated that this will allow people 
to always have the opportunity to throw 
waste into the proper reciprocals without 
error.

Also, recycling is also a better choice 
economically. Haines stated that MCC 
“pays between 50 and 60 dollars per ton 
for trash to be removed. We pay zero for 
recycling.” Therefore, if more people 
recycle, and Haines is optimistic that 
more people will with this new program, 
then the college will save more money.

In some areas in the city, recycling 
is now mandatory, per a pilot program. 
The city chose people and communities 
from various parts of the city to 
better understand the recycling habits 
of citizens. If citizens did not recycle 
properly, they were issued a “ticket.” The 
ticket was nothing more than a warning 
and did not require people to pay a fee, 
but paying a fee could happen later down 
the road.

The city learned that if given the 
proper tools, people will recycle; they 
just need the proper education on how 
to do so. The program was deemed 
successful by the city; therefore it could 
be implemented soon. Files outlining the 
city’s initiative can be found online on 
the cityofrochester.gov website.

The Sustainability Steering

Committee, chaired by Valarie Avalone, 
the Director of Planning at MCC has 
outlined new initiatives as well.

MCC, with support from Avalone, the 
Sustainability Steering Committee, and 
faculty and staff members applied to be 
a bike friendly campus.

“In this past year, we went through 
a big study and gathered a lot of 
information, and we applied to be a bike 
friendly campus.” Avalone hopes that 
this will encourage “alternate types of 
transportation.”

MCC has been designated as a bike 
friendly campus at the bronze level, 
meaning that it received recognition of 
being a bike friendly campus.

Avalone explained that Professor 
Jim Downer has classes that help teach 
students how to bike on the road safely 
and appropriately. The classes are not 
classes at MCC; rather, they are classes 
thatDowner takes on his own time.

The new downtown Damon City 
Campus is also becoming more efficient. 
The new building on State Street will be 
outfitted with an eco-roof, a roof where 
vegetation grows on top of the building 
to help decrease stormwater runoff and 
the urban heat island effect.

An urban heat island is an urban 
area that is significantly warmer due to 
more human activities when compared 
to a more rural area. Due to pavement, 
concrete and a denser population, cities 
are typically hotter than rural areas. The 
new eco-roof will help because it will 
not absorb heat as other concrete roofs 
would.

The eco-roof will also serve as a 
learning tool for students. Information 
that pertains to the eco-roof will be 
displayed for students to see.

“We’ve taken a strong sustainability 
focus down there [DCC], and we 
want to make sure the
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A day at the Ballpark

Photo by Rob Korensky

Public
Safety
Report

5/1/2017
• A fire alarm was activated due to cooking
• A student became ill at DCC and was transported to ;

Strong Hospital •
• An MCC student reports that he was slapped in the 

face by another MCC student
• An MCC student reports that she believes she over

heard a conversation that another MCC student may 
be in possession of and air soft gun on campus

• A window was shattered from the contractors working 
on the Sibley Building

Red Wings games are fun, cheap and entertaining for students, friends and families sticking 
around Rochester this summer.

C| PILON
PROVISIONAL WRITER

The Rochester Red Wings Baseball team has 
been a part of this community for over 100 years. 
Founded in 1899, the Red Wings are the oldest 
minor league franchise in history. They hold 20 
league titles as well as 5 division titles, and are the 
main farm team for the Minnesota Twins.

Tickets to a Red Wings game at Frontier 
Field are cheap; eight dollars will get you into the 
stadium, albeit in the topmost row. In the higher 
price range, a whopping 12 dollars, you can sit closer 
to the dugout and the field, where there is a higher 
likelihood of catching foul balls for keepsakes.

The smaller size and horseshoe shape of the 
stadium make for excellent seats regardless of how 
much you’re willing to pay for tickets. The horseshoe 
shape makes accessing bathrooms, and food stands 
between innings more manageable. The setting is 
more conducive to fan involvement, as live images 
of fans in seats streaming live on the jumbotron, 
mini-competitions for fans in between innings, and 
photo opportunities with the Red Wings’ mascot. 
Spikes.

The aroma of stadium food hits you as you 
walk in; hot, buttery popcorn, sizzling hot dogs, 
wood-fired pizza and other gametime scents that 
automatically put you in the mood for a baseball 
game. If you’re hungry and watching the game, there 
are plenty of staff walking around with snacks for 
purchase, so you don’t have to worry about missing 
a play.

Baseball evokes unique sounds as well; the 
enthusiastic cheers from the crowd, the music that 
mirrored the excitement of the fans, and of course, 
that telltale crack of the bat as it collides with a 
baseball. The atmosphere that comes with attending 
a baseball game is much more than the sport itself— 
it’s the experience of being at the game.

Like most semi-professional and professional 
sports games, the food can get upwards up $10 
a person, but on Wednesdays at the Red Wings 
Stadium, most snack foods (pizza, hot dogs, chips, 
etc.) are offered for only one dollar apiece. Grab 
one for yourself and a friend, and you’ve laid the 
groundwork for a fun day and a good conversation.

Whether going with friends or flying solo,Red 
Wings games are fun and affordable for everyone 
staying in Rochester for the summer.

5/2/2017
• A “Stall Talk” in 3-195c had offensive comments 

posted on it
• An employee was getting into their vehicle when the 

wind caught the door blowing it into a vehicle that was 
parked adjacent to it causing a scuff mark to the door

• Reporting Officer responded to a suspicious conditicm 
at Pioneer Hall

• Contraband found in campus restroom
• Verbal dispute between two residents resulted in one 

of them being transported to the hospital per Mental 
Hygiene law

• An employee was observed smoking outside of 
Building 3

5/3/2017
• A resident student jnade ,djscriininator remarks regard

ing the religion of another resident student
• A male came into the bookstore and asked the cashier 

to look up benzoic acid to see what food it is compat
ible with

• A MCC student became ill on campus
• An unknown male exposed himself to a female stu

dent in Building 5
• Information received that an MCC student was 

involved in a sexual assault
• Suspicious baggies were found in the garbage in the 

Everybody’s Restroom Building 5-195b. This would 
be the same location where numerous Hypodermic 
needles and baggies on 5/2/2017

5/4/2017
• Two students were involved in an off campus physical 

altercation
• Two employees had property stolen from their cubicles
• A student stole a cellphone that was dropped in the 

hallway on the second floor of Building 9
• 5/5/2017
• Public safety assisted Brighton PD with an investigation 

dealing with Grand Larceny in the fourth degree
• There was a motor vehicle accident involving two 

pedestrian students struck on East Henrietta Road

Share your stories with us.
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It costs three times the amount of 
water to produce the bottle than it 
does to fill It, meaning for every 16.9 
ounce bottle, 50.7 ounces are wasted.

1

"*N
Plastic litter builds up in oceans and 
tricks fish into thinking that the indi
gestible plastic Is a piece of food, 
causing fish (and their land-inhabiting 
counterparts) to slowly waste away. .

■

mt

The cost of residential tap 
water is 2.96 dollars per 
1,000 gallons (not including a 
quarterly meter charge).
That means, at an average of 
3.50 dollars per 16.9 ounce 
water bottle, tap water is 40 
times cheaper than bottled 
water.

It takes 17 million barrels of oil 
to produce the number of plastic 
bottles sold yearly...

T
I
I*
I
I

M •

BECKI WALTERS
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Disposable plastic water bottles are com
monplace in today’s world. A quick drink while 
at an event, a much-needed thirst-quenching sip 
from the vending machines in between classes, 
these bottles are available everywhere.

Monroe County sits right next to Lake 
Ontario, one of the Great Lakes. The Great 
Lakes make up 21 percent of the entire world’s 
fresh water source by mass, wdiich means those 
living in a state near any of the Great Lakes 
has access to top-quality tap water, but still pay 
retail prices for bottled water.

According to goodhousekeeping.com, “In all, 
2.5 billion gallons of municipal tap water, which 
taxpayers pay to treat, is bottled and sold...” 
This means that the water running through your 
house is being paid for by taxpayers and then 
sold back to taxpayers at an enormous markup, 
and then the plastic casing is discarded to slowly 
but surely destroy our environment.

Plastic bottles are made from oil, and the 
manufacturing process pollutes the air and per
petuates the process of human-made climate 
change. Plastic also does not break down natu
rally, so it remains in landfills, pollutes cities 
and contaminates oceans. According to plastic- 
pollution.org, eight million metric tons end up 
in the oceans, polluting the waters and disrupt
ing wildlife. Some areas of the world are liter
ally swimming in bodies of disposed-of plastic 
water bottles.

There are many parts of the world that don’t 
have clean, safe drinking water, but we do. 
Limit the number of water bottles you dump into 
our environment, and use a reusable bottle that 
won’t end up in a landfill.



The energy wasted 
producing these water 
bottles could effetively 
power 190,000 homes, 
according to a PBS 
investigation.

— 1.3 million 
cars
for a year. J
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IN THE HUIEL^
bees declared an 

ndangered species

Insects contribute

3 billion
dollars in agricultural 
services in the U.S.

..i . -ijsSir'

87%
decrease in rusty 
patched bumble 
bee population

lACOBY GAGLIANO

MANAGING EDITOR

Bees. They are the biggest pollinators 
on planet Earth, and recently, the rusty 
patched bumble bee was labeled as 
an endangered species. The decline 
of pollinators not only hinders parks 
and farmers but the national and world 
economy. Things such as climate change, 
use of pesticides and deteriorating 
habitats are responsible for the decline.

Over twenty years ago, the rusty 
patched bumble bee populated 28 states 
and two Canadian provinces. Since 
the late 1990’s, the population of the 
rusty patched bumble bee plummeted 
87 percent, which left small, scattered 
populations across 13 states and only 
one Canadian province.

The rusty patched bumble bee is the 
first bumble bee—and the first species 
of bee—to be labeled as endangered in 
the United States.

Endangered species are determined

by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
under the Endangered Species Act for 
species that are at risk of becoming 
extinct throughout all or portions of 
their population.

“Our top priority is to act quickly 
to prevent extinction of the rusty 
patched bumble bee. Listing the bee 
as endangered will help us rnobilize 
partners and focus resources on finding 
ways right now to stop the decline,” 
said Service Midwest Regional Director, 
Tom Melius.

Rusty patched bumble bees are not the 
only pollinators that are experiencing a 
decline. According to Melius, Monarch 
butterflies have declined in numbers 
across the country.

It’s not only the rusty patched 
bumble bee that is seeing decline in 
their numbers. Last year, the U.S. 
Government used Naled, a pesticide 
that is banned in Europe, to wipe out 
mosquitoes. While it killed mosquitoes 
on contact, it also ravaged local honey

bee farms—some farmers lost over 2.5 
million honey bees. Farmers were forced 
to burn most of their equipment because 
the equipment had Naled all over it, 
further cutting into their losses.

Poison raining from the sky is not the 
only problem for bees. Intensive farming 
from huge farming conglomerates also 
threaten the bees natural habitat.

Another factor in the declining 
number of bees is climate change. Due 
to the climate not being favorable for the 
bees or the flowers they pollinate, many 
bees die due to extreme weather such as 
heavy precipitation, drought and early 
and late frost.

Insects, mostly bees, each year 
provide over 3 billion dollars of 
agricultural services in the United 
States. Worldwide, pollinators provide 
between 235 billion and 577 billion 
dollars worth of annual global food 
production each year; therefore, their 
survival is not only vital for crops, but 
for large portions of the economy.

Bumble bees can pollinate much 
more efficiently than honey bees due 
to the way they pollinate. When pollen 
sticks to bumble bees, they can “buzz” 
it off and go from flower to flower much 
quicker than honey bees.

Crops such as blueberries, cranberries 
and clover grow mainly due to pollinators 
like the bumble bee. Tomato crops rely 
almost entirely on bumble bees as well.

Due to the decline of pollinators, 
scientists have engineered bee drones. 
Each drone is the size of a small bird and 
has strips of fur coated in an adhesive 
gel for pollen to stick to.

Unfortunately, each drone has to be 
piloted by a human, therefore the next 
step of innovation will be unmanned 
drones. Of course, the drones do not 
produce honey, but hopefully, if human 
innovation can lessen the load on bees, 
they can still produce the honey that 
humans enjoy.

What is a fidget spinner, and why you’ll want one
lACOBY GAGLIANO

MANAGING EDITOR

They’re being called the hottest toy 
of 2017, and they’re not much of a toy. 
Simple in their creation, spinners are 
toys that do just that—spin. Claiming 
to help with kids and adults who need 
help focusing, fidget spinners have 
already drawn the ire of many teach
ers in public schools who called to ban 
them.

Initially invented in 1993 by 
Catherine Hettinger, an inventor from 
Orlando, Florida, fidget spinners 
didn’t hit the market en masse until 
very recently. Originally, Hettinger 
patented the device in 1997, and soon 
after marketed them at her statfe fairs, 
she found that adults enjoyed them as 
well.

Ranging from $4 to 
over $1,000, fidget 
spinners and other 
fidget toys are among 
the most popuiar toys 
bought on Amazon.

Spinners are not complex devices. 
They’re made of plastic and metal and 
have multiple bearings on the outside 
and denter of the spinner. No one knows, 
even Hettinger, why they’re popular. In 
a Time article, Hettinger thought that 
due to the 2008 recession, more people 
needed a way to relieve stress. Spinners 
have been lauded as being helpful for 
people that have ADHD, ADD, anxi
ety, stress and other related disorders— 
however, there isn’t much evidence cur
rently to back that up.

Regardless if they help or not, many 
teachers in public schools across the 
nation have banned them from their 
classrooms, claiming that spinners are 
more of a distraction than anything else. 
Others dismiss that notion entirely, stat
ing that it’s a better alternative to things 
such as clicking pens or bottle flipping.

Unfortunately for Hettinger, the pat
ent expired before the spinner mania 
took hold of the nation, meaning that 
she is not making a penny off of her cre
ation, though Hettinger plans to sell the 
original spinners online.

Spinners can be found online, at 
superstores like Wal-Mart and Target, 
or gas stations like 7-Eleven. There 
are also websites devoted to just sell
ing not only spinners, but other fidget 
toys, such as addictivefidgettoys.com 
and bestgeek.myshopify.com. Spinners 
range from four dollars for basic, plastic 
models to over one thousand dollars for 
more extravagent models.

If you’re a fidgeter, these are the per
fect toy for you. They’re simple to use 
but, due to their design, have multiple 
ways to use them—just don’t get too 
distracted.
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Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

ACROSS
1 “Handle__care”
5 Bums with hot 

liquid
11 Ex-Florida 

governor Bush
14“__Ben Adhem”
15 Reacts facially to 

a bad joke, say
16 Chopping tool
17 What snowbirds 

seek In winter
19 “Mamma__!”
20 Mecca’s peninsula
21 Heat in a 

microwave
22 Indy service areas
23 “Do__others... ”
25 Most doubtful
27 Ready-to-send 

correspondence
31 Network with 

regular pledge 
drives

32 D-Day French city
33 Steak orders
37 Calm under

pressure
39 Since Jan. 1, in 

accounting
41 Folksy account
42 “Bewitched” witch
45 Buster Brown’s

dog
48 Jamaican music 

genre
49 Uqueur holder
52 Last word of a

verbally cited 
passage

55 “Doctor Zhivago” 
heroine

56 Potpie veggies
57 Hydroelectric 

facility
59 Quik maker
63 Dad, to grandpa
64 Ideal party 

thrower described 
by the first words 
of 17-, 27-and 
49-Across

66 Cutoff point
67 C to C, in music
68 Richard of “A 

Summer Place”
690rg. witha 

PreCheck 
Program

70 Sets free
71 Facts and figures

DOWN
1 Electric guitar 

effect

By Gail Grabowski and Bruce Venzke
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2 Letter-shaped 
beam

3 __Bora: Afghan
region

4 Scrooge’s 
“Nonsense!”

5 Worry about 
something, 
slangily

6 Clocik-and- 
dagger org.

7 Animated bug film
8 Bar mitzvah toast
9 What fries are 

fried in
10 Ukr. or Lith., once
11 Actor Foxx
12 Freeway off

ramps
13 Savage sort
18 Tipplers
22 Cockpit figure
24 “I’m__human”
26 Little lie
27 First fairy tale word
28 Second fetiry tale 

word
29 Trampled (on)
30 ’80s-'90s crime 

boss John
34 Mission Control 

org.
35 Benevolent 

fraternal group
36 Salty expanses

38 Center of power
40 Bygone phone 

feature
43 Pal of Piglet
44 Fiadio Cify Music 

Hall design style
46 Cursory looks
47 Long-legged 

wader
50 "... near and__

myhearf
51 Availed verbally, 

with“ouT

52 Surprise win
53 Bri^t signs
54 Press conference 

format, briefly
58 0egs. for

choieogtaphers
60 Old Roman robe
61 Future DA.’s 

exam
62 Sicilian volcano
64 O.C. big shot
65 Morn’s 

counterpart

^20lfi>Mrry Sires. Otsbttrutetf 1^ Tritatm Content Agency, ULC All RiiE^

Y our man
I 5' v^c'5 ouK GuyI -y LIES LESS
1'':% THOSE OTHER Guys

lave a good idea for a comic? 
[mail your comics to the MD at

Fionroedoctrine@me.com for 
onsideration in the next issue
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In case you missed it: MCC Organization hosts compassion 
week, sponsors Monks to create unity Mandala for College

Photo by Cory W. Paine Photo by Cory W. Paine

AMANDA BERG

PRODUCTION MANAGER

The Holocaust, Genocide, 
and Human Rights Project of 
MCC recently put on a week of 
“remembrance and compassion” 
via their Yom HaShoah 
Commemoration week during the 
week of April 24- April 28, 2017.

According to a posting on the 
MCC Tribune on April 20, 2017, 
the organization teamed up with 
MCC’s Diversity Council, the 
office of Global Education and 
International Services, the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Rochester, 
and Brighton Pathways to host 
a series of events dedicated to 
remember the lessons of the

Holocaust and “be compassionate 
towards all people.”

The events hosted included 
a photo series done by MCC 
students called 1 Told You, Now 
You Tell the World, featuring 
portraits and biographies of 
local Holocaust survivors. There 
was also a screening of the film 
“Every Face Has a Name”, a 
Yom HaShoah commemoration 
event, and a performance called 
“Joy over Suffering”, which was 
presented by the performing artists 
Elementz of Cincinnati, Ohio. The 
performance featured two special 
guests. The Millennium Robots 
and Napoleon Maddox.

The highlight event of the week

was the creation of a Mandala Sand 
Painting by Tibetan Monks. These 
Monks came from the Namgyal 
Monastery in Ithaca, New York. 
According to the Tribune, the 
monks placed “millions of grains 
of sand to form a visual prayer and 
symbolic universe within the heart 
of the Flynn Campus Center.” The 
Mandala was “released” to the 
public on April 28, 2017 during the 
closing commemorative ceremony.

The Monks can be found online 
at www.namgyal.org, which 
details the process of making 
the sand mandala. The site says, 
“Millions of grains of sand are 
painstakingly laid into place on a 
flat platform over a period of days

or weeks before ultimately being 
dismantled in order to release and 
disseminate the deity’s blessings 
into the world to benefit all sentient 
beings. Formed into traditionally 
prescribed Tibetan iconography 
that includes geometric shapes and 
a multitude of historical Buddhist 
spiritual symbols, the sand-painted 
mandala is used as a tool for 
consecrating, or blessing, the earth 
and its inhabitants, and provides for 
the practitioner a visual framework 
for establishing the enlightened 
mind of the Buddha.”

The Monks have created these 
masterpieces for institutions 
worldwide at a variety of museums, 
galleries, universities, and more.

http://www.namgyal.org

