
DOCTRINE
MONROE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Volume 63, Issue 11

NEWS
Page 2 - 3
College hour isn’t 
cancelled

MCC App: to down-
load, or not to down-
load, now that is the 
question

FEATURE
Page 4 - 5
It’s a Peep-o-Rama!

LIFESTYLES
Page 6
Dollar Shave Club: worth 
it, or nah?

FUN STUFF
Page 7
Cartoons
Horoscopes

Backpage
Page 8
Club Spotlight: WMCC

THE INDEPENDENT STUDENT NEWSPAPER OF MONROE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

March 21, 2016

#InTheRed: Schumer plans to help students with loan debt

In an effort to stave off the 
rampant accumulation of student 
debt, Senator Charles Schumer is 
pushing the #InTheRed campaign. 

“In today’s uber-competitive 
and globally connected economy, 
a college education is a necessity, 
but it is being priced as a luxury 
– and it is breaking the bank 
for students and families across 
Upstate New York. With tuition 
costs continuing to rise, middle-
class families and their children 
are forced to take on significant 
debts in order to obtain a college 
diploma,” Schumer said.  

“This student debt is 
debilitating, and it is a huge 
burden on the shoulders of 
millions of young Americans; 
it is holding back their ability 
to achieve the American Dream 
and is a significant drag on our 
economy – so it’s long past time 
that we start off on the path 

towards making college debt free 
for every student in this country.”  

Schumer is creating a bill to 
help combat college debt called 
the Reducing Education Debt 
(RED). 

Firstly, the RED Act will allow 
students to refinance their loans 
at lower interest rates than what 
they currently have, allowing 
repayments to decrease by 
thousands. This includes students 
who have been out of school for 
ten years and are still working on 
their loan payments. 

“Federal government should 
not be making a profit on the 
backs of our students who are our 
future of America,” said Schumer. 

Secondly, the first two years 
a student spends in a community 
college will be free, whether 
they are going for an Associates’ 
degree or making strides toward 
their Bachelors’ degree. 

Thirdly, Pell grants will stay 
in proportion to tuition costs 
by tying these grants to the 
Consumer Price Index (CPI), 

Kenneth Goode: In 
Memoriam

Stand with SUNY 

Currently, many students either 
take longer to graduate or transfer 
to a four-year college before earning 
their degree. In an effort to increase 
the number of degrees awarded, 
the State University of New York 
(SUNY) system has come up with 
a plan to help students earn their 
degree.

This initiative, called Stand with 
SUNY, aims to increase the number 
of degrees awarded from 93,000 to 
150,000 by the year 2020. To do 
so, the plan requires a $18 million 
investment of State taxes.

In 2011, New York Gov. 
Cuomo passed the NYSUNY 
2020 Challenge Grant Program, 
which recognizes SUNY as one 
of the biggest economic assets in 
the state. It encourages economic 
development, progress and programs 
to help bring in jobs and progress to 
a better economic standpoint.

As a result, SUNY received an 
$18 million investment from the State 
last year, which was then maximized 
by SUNY, who pooled resources to 
create a $100 million “Expanded 
Investment and Performance 

Fund.” SUNY campuses across the 
state were invited to apply for the 
opportunity to obtain some of this 
investment to improve their campus 
in some way.

As a part of this initiative, SUNY 
plans to “keep the momentum going” 
by increasing the Investment and 
Performance Fund, Increase direct 
funding for SUNY from the State 
and extend the SUNY 2020 bill 
to allow SUNY to make decisions 
about tuition and fees.

“The… pillars that SUNY has 
hung the advocacy efforts around 
are base aid, which basically refers 
to how much money community 
colleges get per student... [which] has 
the biggest impact on community 
colleges in terms of increasing our 
opportunities for students,” said 
Clayton Jones, Acting Assistant to 
the President.

MCC gets an allotted amount of 
money from the state per full-time 
student. For the 2015-2016 school 
year, that number stands at $2,597, 
which is up $100 from 2014-2015, 
and $175 from 2013-2014. Next year, 
MCC will receive $2,882 per full-
time student, which is $285 more for 
the 2015-2016 school year.

This will allow MCC to fund 

more programs within the college to 
help students broaden their learning.

“The next pillar is the SUNY 
investment fund. SUNY has this 
very ambitious goal to increase the 
number of degrees awarded. So 
in 2020, we want to increase the 
annual number of degrees awarded 
to 150,000,” said Jones.

One way SUNY is looking to do 
this is by reverse-transfer degrees. 
If a student transfers from MCC 
before they earn their Associates’ 
degree, they can complete the 
coursework for the Associates’ while 
still working toward their Bachelors’ 
degree. Once they’re completed all 
of the credits for the Associates’ at 
MCC, they can send their transcripts 
back and MCC will award them their 
degree. “This legislation is crucial to 
the University, and I want to be 
sure we do our best job explaining 
NYSUNY 2020, and how and why 
it works,” Chancellor Nancy L. 
Zimpher wrote. “There are two core 
purposes of this critical legislation. 
One, to protect SUNY students from 
unpredictable changes in tuition, and 
two, to provide reliable funding that 
SUNY can count on so we can 
provide the world-class education 
New Yorkers need and deserve.”

Board of Trustee member 
Kenneth Goode passed away Mar. 
5 2016 at age 83. Trustee Goode 
joined the MCC Board in 2007 
and served as the Board’s chair 
from the years 2009 until 2013.

Leading the search for MCC’s 
president, Goode helped guide 
his fellow Trustee members in 
one of the most challenging tasks 
any college has to face: electing 
a leader. 

During Goode’s time as 
chairman, MCC expanded their 
faculty and programs which 
included renovating Gleason Hall 
and selecting the site for the new 
Damon City Campus.

Much of Goode’s later life was 
spent working for the betterment 
of higher education. Goode 
served as a faculty member 
or administrator for SUNY 
Geneseo, University of California 
at Berkeley, Laney College, 
Merritt College, Golden Gate 
University, SUNY Brockport, 
RIT and Nazareth College. 
Goode eventually worked his 
way to Assistant Vice President 
for Student Services and Staff 
Relations at SUNY Geneseo. 
That position brought Goode 
to Western New York where he 
stayed and eventually worked on 
MCC’s chair. 

Not only was Goode a chair on 
MCC’s Board of Trustees, he was 
also active with the New York 
Community College Trustees and 
the Association of Community 
College Trustees.

Trustee Goode is survived by 
his wife, Etsuko, and two sons.
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 Sen. Schumer is currently working with other state senators to help make student loans more affordable
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College Hour is not cancelled

Known as College Hour to stu-
dents and faculty, the break from 
12 to 1 p.m. was traditionally free 
from class registration for stu-
dents. However, despite enroll-
ment being down, increases in 
enrollment years ago has created 
a trend that left this hour occupied 
by classes.

College Hour was free for stu-
dents to meet with their advisors, 
their professors for extra help, 
seek out tutoring in the tutoring 
centers, meet with their clubs and 
organizations or attend campus 
events.

Elizabeth Stewart, the Director 
of the Office of Student Life & 
Leadership Development at 
Monroe Community College says 
that “college hour isn’t ‘cancelled’ 
per se,” and that there seems to 
be a “perception” that more class-
es are being scheduled during 
College Hour. 

Stewart says that in 2008-2009, 
there was a huge boom in stu-
dent enrollment. During that time 
the economy was in a recession. 
MCC typically sees an increase in 
enrollment when the economy is 
doing poorly.  

Due to the increase, the classes 
on the Master Schedule could not 
accommodate the large number 
of students, and popular class-
es such as introductory English 
and mathematics courses began to 

be offered during the traditional 
break.

Offering classes during 
College Hour also allows students 
with a non-traditional schedule—
such as those who must get to 
work right after class or home to 
care for children—the freedom to 
complete a lecture before the late 
afternoon.

The problem seems to not be 
that the classes are now offered 
during College Hour, but that 
incoming students do not know 
about College Hour or the events 
that happen during it. Stewart 
speculates “…with fewer stu-

dents now, we meet a lot of stu-
dents now who end up or taking 
a College Hour class who didn’t 
know clubs meet during College 
Hour did not know College Hour 
was a ‘thing.’”

Offering classes during 
College Hour may hurt or hin-
der a student’s success, depend-
ing on the track the student is on. 
A student who needs to take a 
class during their lunch break or 
who works from mid-afternoon 
into the evenings would find them 
beneficial. 

The traditional college student 
who takes classes from morn-

ing to early afternoon may find 
options limited when needing 
advising, tutoring, extra help from 
a professor, or may be unable to 
attend one of the several career 
and transfer fairs on campus 
because of classes spanning the 
entire College Hour. 

Typically, professors have 
office hours outside of class for 
additional help, but if a student 
has class during that time, the 
only time the student may be able 
to get help might be during the 
traditional College Hour.
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Many students take advantage of this time to get involved on campus by joining various clubs and organizations, 
participating in events, and studying for classes.
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It’s the Career Fair! 

April 13th    11:00am - 1:30pm 
Flynn Campus Center Atrium 

Terrace and Brick Lounge 

The Rochester Public Market 
will be renovating and expanding its 
premises, with construction sched-
uled to begin in April 2016. The 
Market Director James Farr hopes 
that this will bring more people into 
the already diverse crowd.

The project is estimated to take 
16-18 months to complete, and the 
market will remain open while 
under construction.

“When completed, the ren-
ovation of the City of Rochester 
Operated market, will provide 
improved facilities for both shop-
pers and vendors and increase the 
number and variety of products 
available,” Farr stated.

The project begins by addressing 
infrastructure and utility work, and 
then moves on to the construction of 
a new covered D shed. D sheds are 
the pavilion like structures that ven-
dors sell their products under.

Expansion into the new D shed 
allows for the addition of 50 new 
vending spaces at the market, and 
the rebuilt B shed will provide ven-
dors with better access to water, 
storage and cooking facilities. 

What is currently the indoor B 
shed will be demolished and rebuilt. 
Vendors currently located in B shed 
will be temporarily relocated to the 
new D shed until construction on 
the new indoor shed is complete. 
D shed will be enclosed and heated 

during this temporary relocation.
Due to more spaces being avail-

able, Farr expects that these projects 
will “Increase the number of shop-
pers of all ages … the Market has 
become a destination for entertain-
ment and a great place to people 
watch and just hang out.” 

Farr states that the demographic 
of shoppers is “evenly distributed 
throughout the age spectrum.”

Farr expresses that more young 
students should get involved in the 
market, “Don’t be afraid to interact 
with the market. This is a place to 
touch, smell, feel and experience.  
Relax, enjoy yourself, put away your 
electronic devices and feel the vibe.”

This project intends to bring 
back architectural elements from 
the original public market, which 
was built in 1905. The new D shed 
is being built where the Public 
Markets original A shed once stood. 
The original building was demol-
ished in 1963 to make room for 
parking, which has been a prob-
lem at the Public Market for many 
years. Many customers are unable 
to find parking spaces on Saturday, 
the Market’s busiest day.  

There is a total of $8 million slot-
ted to fund the renovation.  Funding 
was supplied by the New York 
State Department of Agriculture 
and Markets, the New York State 
Regional Economic Development 
Council, State Legislator David F. 
Gantt and by City of Rochester capi-
tal dollars.

Public Market begins new changes

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

Mansfield University Day

Keuka College Day

Visiting Author Sheryl 
St. Germain

Utica College Day

Mansfield is hosting a day 
dedicated to learn about 
transfer requirements, 
financial aid options and 
scholarship opportunities! 

	  Atruim (Brighton)
	  Mar. 23 10:30-1:30 p.m.
	  Free

Keuka is hosting a day 
dedicated to learn about 
transfer requirements, 
financial aid options and 
scholarship opportunities! 

	  4th floor atrium (DCC)
	  Apr. 5 10:30-1:30 p.m.
	  Free

A native of New Orleans, 
Germain has won many 
awards including two 
NEA Fellowships, an NEH 
Fellowship and many more!

	  Monroe A (Brighton)
	  Apr. 7 7:00-7:30 p.m.
	  Free

Utica is hosting a day 
dedicated to learn about 
transfer requirements, 
financial aid options and 
scholarship opportunities!

	  4th floor atrium (DCC)
	  Apr. 19 10:30-1:30
	  Free

Information about events 
at or of interest to MCC 
should be submitted to 
monroedoctrine@me.com

which will allow the grant to 
increase yearly. This will give 
more students more money 
to put toward their college 
education. 

Finally, this campaign will 
also encourage colleges and 
universities across the country 
to keep their costs from 
increasing.  

“Rather than introducing a 
bill, forcing a vote, and having 
it fail, Senate democrats all 
across the country will be 
ramping up the pressure on 
congress using the In The Red 
campaign. Senators will be 
travelling to their home states, 
having round table discussions, 
making sure students’ voices 
are heard. That is how we’re 
going to get the Republicans 
in Congress to support this 

campaign and help us pass the 
legislation,” said Schumer.  

“We need our students 
across New York- across the 
country- to get... the students 
in their states to email, blog, to 
tweet, to petition, to write, to 
their senators and congressmen 
to support the In The Red 
campaign. No excuses.”  

“History has taught us that 
the voices of young Americans 
can change things… Students 
have power to mobilize. We’re 
simply asking our students to 
email, to tweet, to support our 
in the red campaign and get the 
word around.” 

“College should create a 
lifetime of opportunities, not 
a life sentence of debt and 
financial strain,” said Schumer. 

High-Tech Exploration 
Night

Learn about STEM in 
Rochester- Gorilla Glass, 
Mars Rover lenses and 
more. Incoming and current 
students can attend.

	  Monroe A & B	
	 ) 585-292-3725
	  Mar. 23 7:00-9:00 
	  Free

Visiting Playwright John 
Cariani

VaPA students will perform 
a scene, and Carianin will 
present from his work. 
Open to the public.

	  8-200	
	 ) 585-292-3725
	  Mar. 24 7:00-9:00 
	  Free#InTheRed, cont. from page 1
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