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Smoking in cars is still smoking on campus

photo illustration by Amanda Berg

Smoking is prohibited on campus on all accounts, even if somebody is smoking inside their car.

BECKI WALTERS
MANAGING EDITOR

In 2014, Monroe Community 
College adopted a SUNY-wide 
tobacco free policy. Students, 
faculty and staff are not permit
ted to use any tobacco products 
while on campus. This includes 
cigarettes, cigars, chewing tobac
co and electronic cigarettes.

Students and faculty are 
required to go outside of the cam
pus limits to be able to use their 
tobacco products. That means 
exterior borders of the campus. 
Smokers have to leave the cam
pus completely according to 
the policy to be able to smoke. 
Which means if one were at the 
front of the campus, they would 
have to go all the way out to 
East Henrietta Road. If they were 
on the side of the campus, they 
would have to go out to Brighton- 
Henrietta Town Line Road.

Smoking is also prohibited in 
the wooded areas and the areas 
of the ESL skating rink. Those 
areas are technically on cam
pus, according Charles DiSalvo, 
a Community Policing Officer 
at MCC.

Many students walk out of a

building, head toward a parking 
lot and pull out a cigarette, think
ing that counts as off campus.

“It isn’t ‘if you’re smoking on 
campus, but if you go hide in this 
comer, if you go to your car and 
roll up the windows...’ you’re 
still on campus. If you’re smok
ing in your car, the vehicle is on 
campus, [so] you’re smoking on

campus,” DiSalvo said. “So, if 
we follow the letter of the policy, 
which we are encouraged to do, 
then we have to address that.”

Some students go out to their 
cars and roll their windows up to 
smoke, since their cars are private 
property, even though the car is 
still on campus.

“Technically, it is on campus.

Policy enforcement, from that 
perspective, you are in your car, 
you’re an adult, you can own 
the product, the windows are up; 
you’re not affecting anybody else. 
We’ve never targeted those indi
viduals, but we have rolled up and 
given them warnings,” DiSalvo 
said. “Actually, believe it or not, 
individuals smoking in their car

with the windows rolled up is 
such a rare occurrence. It almost 
never happens.”

If someone is smoking in a 
tobacco free area, students and 
faculty are encouraged to speak 
up.

“This is a unified effort. 
Enforcement is done through a 
vast many avenues, including the 
professor walking down the hall
way, the student peer saying ‘hey, 
you really can’t be smoking here,’ 
to Public Safety witnessing you 
smoking where you shouldn’t be 
smoking and giving you friendly 
advisement,” DiSalvo said.

According to DiSalvo, “The 
college community, over time, is 
beginning to accept that this is a 
smoke free campus; you shouldn’t 
be smoking here. It gives individ
uals the opportunity to seek out 
help to quit smoking, get off of 
the product altogether, or at least 
you have a stronger understand
ing [that] you really can’t smoke 
here.”

Anyone who sees another indi
vidual using a tobacco product on 
campus should call Public Safety 
at 292-2911 from their cell phone, 
or x2911 from any campus phone.

Heated side’walks at MCC save money in the long run

photo by Amanda Berg

Tbe stairs at MCC’s main entrance are beated for extra safety measures during winter.

ZIPPY SPANJER
STAFF WRITER

Heated sidewalks were origi
nally introduced to the Monroe 
Community College campus 
when the campus was built in 
1968. The system works using 
tubes carrying heated antifreeze 
embedded under the sidewalk, 
stairway or ramp. Sensors detect 
air temperature on the sidewalk 
and switch the system on and off 
accordingly.

Heated sidewalks are cur
rently located at the accessible 
ramps and stairs at the main front 
entrance. Since then, heated side
walks have been installed in the 
Building 3 plaza stairs and ramp, 
the Building 19 metal ramp and 
stairs and the Building 21 front 
entrance and ramp.

According to Blaine Grindle, 
Director of Facilities Engineering 
Services, the primary reason for 
installing sidewalk heating was 
safety. Given the size of campus 
and available manpower during 
the winter, the campus employs

multiple systems to keep paths 
and stairs clear, including giant 
snow plows, salt-spreading sys
tems and heated sidewalks.

Heated sidewalks are gener
ally used where it is difficult to 
keep stairs and ramps clear of ice 
and snow.

Though not the most energy 
efficient, heated sidewalks are 
fairly financially efficient, as 
money is saved in labor, ice melt- 
er and replacement of sidewalks 
due to chemical melters. With the 
exception of the electric mats by 
Building 19, the heated sidewalks 
have a much longer lifespan. The 
original heated ramps were only 
just replaced a few years ago 
after working for about 40 years. 
The average non-heated sidewalk 
needs to be replaced every 10 to 
20 years.

There are challenges with any 
system, and the heated sidewalks 
are no exception. If tubing is laid 
too shallowly or too deeply into 
the sidewalk, the temperatme and 
amount of time the heating is on

needs to be modified specific to 
that zone.

According to Grindle, each 
heating system is individual—it’s

not something easily expand
ed. More heated sidewalks are 
added when safety or other issues 
arise; Building 19 had its heating

installed after complaints were 
made. Initial construction costs 
make it unrealistic to have heated 
sidewalks all over campus.
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Upcoming Events U.S. education lags behind rest of the world
Benefits of a good education
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Despite falling behins in public education, the U.S. has some of the best colleges in the world.

Dec. 14: White House 
Initiative on Education 
Excellence for African 
Americans; 12:30 p.m.- 
1:30 p.ra., R. Thomas 
Flynn Campus Center

Dec. 15: President’s 
Faculty and Staff 2015 
Holiday Reception; 3:30 i 
p.m.-5:30 p.m., Warshof 
Conference Center

Dec. 16: COIL (Collab- ; 
orative Online Interna- j 
tional Learning) Lunch 
and Learn; 12p.m.-12:50 i 
p.m., 12-200 i

Dec. 18: LAST DAY OF r
[classes

I ,
* Dec. 19-23: Final Ex- | 
amination period for day, ;; 
evening and Saturday 

i classes . I

Dec. 25-Jan. 3: Holiday 
vacation, COLLEGE 
CLOSED,,, .

JACOBY GAGLIANO
OPNION EDITOR

The education race between 
other coimtries is something all 
too familiar with most Americans. 
The United States is falling behind 
in public education, and the gap 
is widening between other coun
tries. However, the United States 
has some of the best Universities 
in the world.

The statistics are clear. 
Countries such as Canada, 
Finland, South Korea and the 
United Kingdom are out per
forming U.S. public education. 
However, many students still trav
el to the United States to go to col
lege. Coimtries in the Middle East 
like Qatar offer American degrees 
straight from their own country.

It’s the consensus of most edu
cators that the reason colleges are 
better than public education is 
because of the amount of money 
students spend on themselves 
for schooling. Compared to how 
much the government spends on 
a student in the public education 
system, the amount a college stu
dent spends can be three times as 
much.

As far as public education 
goes, the U.S. spends over $11,000 
on each student, according to an

article published in The Richest. 
This year the United States has 
spent $154 billion on education, 
amounting to 4.2 percent of the 
annual budget.

In countries like Sweden and 
Denmark, the federal budget for 
education is as high as seven to 
eight percent. However, Sweden 
and Demnark rank 35th and 22nd

in education respectively.
Finland is often praised as hav

ing the best educational system in 
the world. Finland spends more 
than $12,000 on each student, 
amounting to over 6.5 percent of 
their annual budget.

According to the Finnish 
National Board of Education, 
there are no standardized tests for

basic education in Finland. There 
is only one test that Finnish stu
dents take, and it is only taken if 
a student wants to pursue high
er education. Focusing more on 
learning than testing, the Finns 
have developed an education
al system that is trying to be 
matched by other developed and 
developing countries.

MCC-specific study abroad 
courses offered Spring 2016

ALAIKIA MILLER
STAFF WRITER

Monroe Community College 
is offering three study abroad 
opportunities for the Spring 
2016 semester to Italy, Spain and 
Iceland.

Each of these programs is 
paired with a specific course. 
Students typically meet with the 
class several times during the 
semester to learn the curriculum 
and then the class travels togeth
er during the summer.

These study abroad programs 
differ from the ones offered 
through the State University of 
New York (SUNY) system where 
students spend the entire semes
ter in a foreign country while 
completing a full course load.

The program to Italy is in 
conjunction with HSP 222, 
which is led by Professor Drew 
Lawrence. Students will be put 
up in a shared apartment in 
Florence for the bulk of their 
trip. Students will earn a total 
of seven academic credits in 
this course and will complete a 
class of their choice while stay
ing in Italy. There are also a 
multitude of planned field trips 
to cultural landmarks and cities 
such as Rome, Parma, Pienza, 
Montepulciano and Siena.

Students that choose the trip 
to Malaga, Spain will complete 
the course load for SPA 221 
with Professor Steve Farrington. 
Students will spend the trip with 
separate host families but will 
participate in events and trips 
with the class. Students are able

to take an immersive Spanish 
class while in Malaga and will 
complete the entire course with 
eight academic credits.

Lastly, the trip to Laugarvatn, 
Iceland is paired with PHO 
182 taught by Professor Jasna 
Bogdanovska. The Iceland trip 
is shortest of the three programs 
being offered, lasting 10 days, 
and will include field trips and 
lectures geared towards intro
ducing students to Iceland’s 
culture through photography. 
Students will receive three aca
demic credits by completing this 
course and are required to pro
vide their own camera.

Students wishing to partici
pate in one of the trips being 
offered must register for the cor
responding class and contact the 
professor.

The trips range in cost from 
around $4,000 to over $7,000. 
Scholarships are available to stu
dents to help alleviate some of 
the cost of studying abroad.

Gale Lynch, Director of Global 
Education and International 
Services, explained that these 
trips are a great opportunity for 
students to take advantage of. 
Lynch stresses the importance of 
being globally aware and being 
globally engaged as a way of 
learning and positively interact
ing with the world.

If students have general ques
tions about the study abroad pro
grams offered by MCC, they can 
contact Gale Lynch at glynch6@ 
monroecc.edu.

Ninth Annual
Sixth Act Student Playwriting (^mpetition

Call for Original 
One-Act Playscripts

Submission D/radline 
Friday, April 8,2016

Mo^is reaimi staged re^i^s at Awards Ceremtmy om S, SOI ft 
Wimth^pl^ymri^x noww cash mmrds.
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y Playwright must be an MCC student during the Fall S» IS w 2016 semesterAll submissions mijust be eme-set stage plays, maxiniimi §000 words 
^ Ail *dbmisMic«8 nuist include a tide page with author’s name, M-nurntMir, home address, 

campus address, e-nmil widress, and phone number 
S' All submissions must he original and uopubEshed in may but college pubiications 
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Please dar^t questions to Maria. Brandt at mbrandl@nionroec5c.eclH.
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Study shows stress and anxiety levels 
increase during intersession courses

BROOKE LADUE
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Intersession classes are 
offered at Monroe Community 
College during the period 
between the fall and spring 
semesters.

Courses during intersession 
can earn a student the same 
amount of credit as a regular 
15-week course over a period of 
only three weeks. Intersession 
classes maintain the same aca
demic standards and the same 
amount of class hours as a tradi
tional course.

Since intersession classes are 
15 weeks of material condensed 
into three weeks, students must 
be in class for three to four hours

a day multiple days a week. 
Students must also keep in mind 
that since the same amount of 
material is covered, there is also 
the same amount of work to do 
outside of class during an inter
session course.

Financial aid is available 
for courses taken during inter
session, but despite the short
ened length of the course, all 
costs remain the same. During 
any term, financial aid awards 
depends on how many credit 
hours a student is taking.

Covering such a large amount 
of work and material in such a 
short time can call into ques
tion the quality of education that 
intersession students are receiv
ing. A study by Dr. James Bell

at the University of Central 
Arkansas found that students 
had significantly higher stress 
and anxiety levels when taking 
a short term course such as one 
during intersession. Stress and 
anxiety levels remained average 
during a regular 15-week course.

Students register for interses
sion courses the same way they 
register for courses during a full 
semester: online. Registration 
for the January 2016 interses
sion term is open until Jan. 3, 
2016. Any students who register 
for intersession after that date 
will be charged a late registra
tion fee.

For more information and 
contacts, visit http://www.mon- 
roecc.edu/depts/intersession/.

Session III - Jan. 4-21
(Online, Hybrid & Face-to-Face Courses)

Courses offered online, on campus, and at the Rochester
MetroCenter.

■A Internships and study abroad opportunities 
★ Undergraduate and graduate courses 
A Financial aid available to qualified students 
A Catch up, get ahead, explore new topics

The College at
BROCKPOKT
State University of New York

Office of Special Sessions and Programs
www.brockport.edu/speciaLsessions/winter • (585) 395-2900 • winter@brockpoi1.edu
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Public
Safety
Report

11/16/15
• A student was assisted in Building 9.
• A student reported a larceny of a cell phone.
• Graffiti was found in the men’s bathroom on Building 

5.

11/17/15
• An MCC student suffered a minor injury to his right 

elbow.
• MCC Publicity policy was violated.

11/18/15
• A resident hall student was arrested for stealing food 

from the Marketplace.
• An MCC student passed out during class and fell out 

of his chair.
• A non-student’s MCC check was stolen and cashed.
• R/O was dispatched to the MCC Dental Clinic for a 

report of an MCC Dental Program student suffering 
an injury to her right index finger.

• Girls were being videotaped and did not want to be.
• A student was in the library videotaping two other 

students.

11/19/15
• A student and member of student government was 

upset because she was terminated from her position.

11/20/15
• ~Ah e'ffi|5Kyee^ jdfiehd’was

ing to speak with her.
• A pouch with prescription drugs was found in the visi

tor lot.
• An MCC student was caught concealing contraband 

by an NDA and fled the scene.

11/21/15
• A resident hall student was reported for harassing a 

suite mate.
• A red fire alarm was activated by students smoking in 

their dorm room.

11/23/15
• Unknown person(s) wrote graffiti on the wall in 

5-495A.
• A student took a water from the Marketplace without 

paying for it.
• A student was sending another student annoying text 

messages.
• Two students had an arugment over a card game.

11/25/15
• A faculty member was injured during a campus activ

ity.
• A student was caught stealing a product from the 

Sodexo Marketplace.
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MOVIE REVIEWS
Spotlight

photo courtesy of Kerry Hayes/MCT

Spotlight has received excellent critic reviews and has already won several independent fllm 
awards on top of generating widespread Oscar buzz.

BROOKE LADUE
EDITOR IN CHIEF

It’s a large feat for any film 
about journalism to be ealled 
“this generation’s All The 
President’s Men.” However, in 
the case of Thomas McCarthy’s 
Spotlight, that may very well be 
the case.

Appropriately named, the 
film follows the Boston Globe’s 
Spotlight team of investigative 
reporters as they uncover the 
massive systemic cover-up of sex 
abuse by priests in the Catholic 
Church. It’s an uncomfortable 
topic, but also one that needs to 
be talked about, which is exact
ly the point that the Spotlight 
reporters were trying to make.

The film begins in 2001 just 
as the Boston Globe brings in a 
new editor, Marty Baron (Liev 
Schreiber). The Spotlight team, 
made up of editor Walter “Robby” 
Robinson (Michael Keaton) 
and reporters Mike Rezendes 
(Mark Ruffalo), Sacha Pheiffer 
(Rachel McAdams) and Matt 
Carroll (Brian d’Arcy James) is 
at a standstill, chasing a dead-end 
story until they are reminded of 
a column written about a Boston 
priest accused of sexually abus
ing a minor. Despite initial hesi- 
talibh Efem the Spotlight report

ers, Baron insists that the team 
put their current project on hold 
and investigate what appears 
to be an abuse cover-up by the 
Arehdiocese of Boston.

After some initial pushback 
when trying to gather infor
mation from attorney Mitchell 
Garabedian (Stanley Tucei) and 
other sources, the Spotlight team 
discovers that the scandal is 
much bigger than they eould have 
imagined, involving close to 95

priests in the Boston area alone.
Like the investigation itself, 

the film gets off to a slow start. 
However, while that may normal
ly be a fault for some, it’s only yet 
another testament to how closely 
the film adheres to the down- 
and-dirty, nitty-gritty nature of 
traditional journalism. It picks 
up quickly, though, and the audi
ence is soon just as immersed in 
the investigation as the reporters 
oh screen.

For a movie that is so incred
ibly detail-oriented and focused 
on the facts. Spotlight follows 
closely in the footsteps of All The 
President’s Men by finding a way 
to string together scenes of end
less research and findings and 
make it actually exciting. Much 
of the Spotlight team’s work is 
definitely unglamorous, and the 
film doesn’t shy away from it in 
the slightest. Creative cinematog
raphy manages to make a word

less montage of reporters reading 
Massachusetts priest directories 
exhilarating when it could have 
easily fallen flat.

Part of what makes Spotlight 
so thrilling is the brilliant and 
dedicated performances of the 
ensemble cast. There is no real 
“lead” actor in the film—all of 
them support one another, and 
each of them has their time to 
shine. Schreiber stuns as the soft- 
spoken yet tough-skinned editor 
in ehief, and Ruffalo is so believ
able as a nosy, rough-around- 
the-edges reporter that we might 
even forget that he actually isn’t 
one. John Slattery as the Boston 
Globe’s assistant managing edi
tor at the time, Ben Bradlee Jr, is 
another standout, acting almost 
as a reminder of his father’s role 
at the Washington Post during 
the investigation of the Watergate 
scandal.

Spotlight takes an uncomfort
ably deep investigation into a sen
sitive topic and turns it into noth
ing short of a cinematic master
piece. Beyond the movie lights, 
however, it’s a film that inspires 
conversation about something 
that needs to be talked about, 
and sheds light on how powerful 
journalism truly can be.

Streaming services offer different content for similar prices
Streaming video services
Monttily subscription prices

14.99

Huiu
What you get:
$7.99: Limited commercials 
$11.99: No commercials

Graphic: Tr^ne Nev^ Service 
Source: Huiu, Netflix, Amazon, HBO

Netflix
What you get:
$7.99: Watch videos 
on one screen at 
a time
$9.99: 2 screens at a 
time, in HD
$11.99: 4 screens at a 
time, in ultra HD

Amazon Prime HBO NOW
What you get:
Access to Amazon Prime 
video, as well as other 
benefits on Amazon, 
such as free shipping.

What you get:
Access to HBO 
shows and movies, 
the same collection 
as HBO GO, 
included with an 
HBO cable 
subscription.

infographic courtesy of MCT

Many competii^ streaming services are around the same price, but all offer different content.

BROOKE LADUE
EDITOR IN CHIEF

With winter break rapidly 
approaching, chances are stu
dents will be looking to fill the 
free time that was previously 
taken up by classes. Many turn to 
what is called “binge watching” 
movies or television, which raises 
the question of which streaming 
service is best for which purpose.

Some of the most popu
lar streaming services include 
Netflix, Huiu, Huiu Plus and 
Amazon Prime Instant Video. 
Each is a subscription-based ser
vice, and each brings something 
different to the table in terms of 
content.

Netflix is consistently rated 
as one of the top streaming ser
vices across the United States 
and even the world. On aver
age, a Netflix subscription is $9 
per month, but the price can be 
adjusted depending on how many 
different features the customer 
wants or doesn’t want (includ
ing multiple-device streaming or 
DVD rental).

Netflix boasts a wide selection 
of movies and television shows, 
but titles often come and go and it 
usually takes a while for Netflix 
to add current content. For 
instance, Netflix will only add 
television shows when the entire 
season is available, and entire 
seasons aren’t usually added until

well after they’ve finished airing 
on television.

For those who care more about 
catching up on the latest episode 
of a television show, Huiu Plus 
may be a better option. New epi
sodes of current shows are added 
to Huiu Plus the day after they air, 
and the service often has a selec
tion of entire seasons or series. 
However, fewer movies are avail
able on Huiu Plus, and another 
drawback is frequent advertise
ments during a program.

Huiu Plus costs $8 per month, 
but customers can upgrade to 
commercial-free Huiu Plus for 
$11.99 a month.

Amazon Prime Instant Video 
is a feature of Amazon Prime, 
which costs $99 per year (there 
is no monthly plan for this ser
vice). Amazon has a fairly wide 
selection of movies and televi
sion shows, however all videos 
on Amazon (unless upgraded) 
are in standard definition, while 
high definition video is a staple 
for Netflix and Huiu Plus.

Since Amazon Prime is more 
than just a video streaming ser
vice, some customers are drawn 
to Amazon Prime for other fea
tures such as free shipping on 
purchases and unlimited cloud- 
based photo storage. If a student 
signs up with their college email 
address, students can get up to a 
60 percent discount on Amazcm 
Prime.

When choosing a streaming 
service, the decision depends on 
an individual’s personal prefer- 
ence--whether they would prefer 
a wider selection of movies or 
TV, if they care about fi^equent 
advertisements or if they want 
more than just streaming.

Budget is also a factor. Netflix 
and Huiu Plus are both month
ly subscriptions while Amazon 
Prime is only available as a year

ly fee of $99. A year of a stan
dard Netflix subscription at $9 
per month would cost roughly 
$108 per year. Huiu Plus at $8 
per month will cost $96 per year, 
and the upgraded, commercial- 
free Huiu at $11.99 per month is 
about $144 per year.

The benefit of monthly sub
scriptions such as Netflix and 
Huiu is that the membership can 
be cancelled at any time, hassle-

free. Amazon Prime can also be 
cancelled, but since it is a yearly 
subscription, a full refund is only 
given if the customer hasn’t used 
any Prime features after their 
account was charged for the sub
scription fee.

For more information on any 
subscription-based streaming 
services, be sure to visit their 
official website and read over the 
terms and conditions.
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This Week in 
History: 

Dec. 14 - Dec. 18

Dec. 14,1819: Alabama ad
mitted to union as 22nd state

Dec. 14,1969: Jackson Five 
make their first appearance on 
the Ed Sullivan Show

Dec. 14,1988: NBA’s Miami 
Heat wins first game ever, 
89-88 against Clippers after 17 
losses

Dec. 14,2003: President 
George W. Bush announces 
capture of Saddam Hussein

Dec. 15,1917: Armistice 
reached between new Russian 
Bolshevik government and the 
Central Powers in World War I

Dec. 15,1964: First time that 
four people are in space at the 
same time

Dec. 16,1773: Boston Tea 
Party incident; Sons of Liberty 
throw hundreds of tea barrels 
in the Boston Harbor in protest 
of Tea Act

Dec. 16,1913: Charlie Chaplin 
begins his film career at Key
stone for $150 a week

Dec. 16,1969: British House 
of Commons votes 343-185 to 
abolish the death penalty

Dec. 16,1993: Shannen 
Doherty, who played Brenda 
Walsh, is fired from popular 
series Beverly Hills 90210

Dec. 17,1944: Green Bay 
Packers win NFL champion
ship with an 8-2 record

Dec. 17,1944: United States 
Army announces end of ex
cluding Japanese-Americans 
from West Coast, detainees 
released

Dec. 17,1962: The Beatles 
have first British television 
appearance

Dec. 17,1965: Largest news
paper ever published, Sunday 
New York Times at 946 pages

Dec. 18,1777: First national 
Thanksgiving Day

Dec. 18,1787: New Jersey be
comes third state to ratify the 
United States Constitution

Dec. 18.1796: Baltimore 
Monitor is the first US news
paper to appear on Sunday

Dec. 18,1799: George Wash
ington’s body buried at Mount 
Vernon

Dec. 18,1966: Dr. Suess’ 
“How The Grinch Stole 
Christmas” airs for the first 
time on CBS

FBI offers tips to avoid internet scams during holidays
ALAIKIA MILLER

STAFF WRITER

The holiday season is in full 
swing and with it comes an 
increase in scams and frauds 
created to target online shop
pers.

There are three major ways 
cyber criminals can target 
consumers online: by sending 
fraudulent offers via e-mail, by 
creating fake website address
es and by soliciting personal 
information with pop-up win
dows.

Scammers use e-mail to send 
unrealistic deals and fake cou
pons to consumers. Customers 
that follow the links provided 
in these e-mails are subject to 
their credit card information 
being stolen and having their 
identities compromised.

To protect oneself, do not 
open emails from unknown 
site and be on the lookout for 
offers promoting extreme dis
counts on items. If an offer 
seems too good to be true, it 
most likely is.

Another scam comes in the 
form of fake website address
es. Shoppers should be careful 
of which links they click when 
searching online for products 
or stores. Scammers can cre
ate website addresses that are 
slightly altered from a trusted 
retailers website address, giv
ing the illusion you are shop
ping at the real site.

When looking at a website 
address, make sure everything 
is spelled correctly and the 
correct .com or .org is being 
used. Another way to know a 
website is secure is by looking

at the beginning of the web
site address. Sites that begin 
with https:// are secure and 
will protect your credit cards 
and other personal informa
tion. Fraudulent websites also 
tend to be missing a Terms of 
Service link or a Contact link. 
Companies that do not provide 
a physical address and a meth
od of contact are likely fake.

Lastly, scammers can create 
pop-up windows that appear 
during or after the process of 
purchasing an item. Pop-up 
windows that promise free gift 
cards, money towards a future 
purchase or a special member
ship offer are used to create 
urgency and confusion to steal 
the consumer’s personal infor
mation.

The FBI offers general tips 
to stay protected during the

holiday shopping season:

o Comb through bank and 
credit card statements often to 
check for unauthorized pur
chases

o Do not respond to or 
click links within e-mails from 
unknown websites

o Confirm the legitimacy 
of any website that asks for per
sonal information

o Log on to official web
sites directly rather than use 
a link that is provided in an 
e-mail

Consumers that believe they 
have been the victim of an 
internet scam may be able to 
dispute charges with their bank 
or credit card company and can 
report the scam at www.IC3. 
gov to the FBI’s Internet Crime 
Complaint center.

SuM
NOW OPEN AT CITYGATE!

390 E. Henrietta Road

http://www.IC3
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A commercial is not a 
political statement

r

Open letter to the College community
To the Student Body of Monroe 

Community College:
I am writing to you today on 

behalf of the larger body of student 
leaders on the Brighton campus 
with an important message that 
most of us stand firmly behind. 
In the days following the terrorist 
attacks on Paris, MCC has expe
rienced a growing trend of highly 
inflammatory anti-Muslim peri
odicals and graffiti being spread 
around the campus. Some of them 
have gone so far as to promote vio
lence against Islam and Muslims. 
The student leaders of MCC would 
like to make the following state
ment to those parties responsible

for the spread of these pro-violence 
messages: please stop.

One of our nation’s founding 
principles was the right to fi'ee- 
dom of expression—both freedom 
of speech, and freedom from per
secution for one’s religious beliefs. 
While the right to free speech is 
held to be one of the most sacred 
examples of American ideology, 
so too is the right to security from 
personal harm. No one has the 
right to threaten the life or well
being of another. No one should 
ever have to feel afraid to attend a 
school or public function for fear 
of bodily harm.

This is, however, precisely the

effect that these message are hav
ing on some of the student body. 
These messages serve only to 
frighten, to ostracize, and divide. 
If we are to progress as a soci
ety, and yet remain true to the 
ideals that the United States of 
America were founded upon, then 
we have an obligation to reach 
out and embrace our fellow man- 
-regardless of their race, ethnicity, 
national origin, religion or per
sonal creed.

Thank you for your time,

Matthew Vineyard
President of SWORD

San Diego Sea World in harsh waters

photo by Hector Amezuca/Sacremento Bee/MCT

Campbell’s soup stirs up controversy with its new “real life” ad.

photo by K.C. Alfred/San Diego Union-Tribune/MCT

Orcas have significantly shorter lives in captivity.
JACOBY GAGLIANO

OPINION EDITOR

Recently, Campbell’s released 
a commercial sponsoring the 
upcoming Star Wars film. The 
commercial portrays a man feed
ing his young son telling him 
“I am your father.” The camera 
then pans over to another man 
telling his son “...No! I am your 
father!” Here we have two—obvi
ously homosexual—men feeding 
their son, and people from both 
sides are making too much of an 
issue over it.

Obviously, something like this 
isn’t new. It wasn’t too long ago 
that a Cheerios commercial fea- 
tmed an interracial couple and 
their daughter, and of course, 
people made a fuss about that. 
Even as a gay man, I couldn’t 
care less how people viewed my 
lifestyle or the lifestyle of others. 
The only time I have a problem 
is when people say it interferes 
with their own lives and prevents 
them fi-om living their “normal 
life.” I’m not trying to seem like 
a bleeding heart liberal, but it 
does make me feel great to see a 
society that has progressed from 
being gay is taboo to being gay 
is fine... well, to most people at 
least.

I found it even more interest
ing that people from the “left” 
and people from the LGBT+ 
community felt that Campbell’s 
exploited them so they could 
create a “racy” ad to promote 
controversy. Really? Exploited?

Honestly, if that’s their motive 
I’d rather be exploited than perse
cuted for my sexualtiy. One isn’t 
really greater than the other, but 
if it means I won’t have to take a 
beating for being who I am. I’ll 
take gay soup any day and put $3 
into Campbells pocket.

Gay marriage has been legal
ized, therefore, as Dan Savage 
put it, “I can die now.” The peo
ple in the LGBT+ community 
couldn’t have gotten anywhere 
we are today without the help 
and support straight people, so 
if “exploiting” us was a motive, I 
thank you. Without the “exploita
tion” of us in their TV shows and 
commercials people wouldn’t be 
aware of the new “normal life,” 
whatever that means. Generations 
will come and go knowing that 
it’s not that big of a deal to be 
who you are. Now, I do say “us” 
loosely because the people who 
are complaining about “they’re 
exploiting us” are just like the 
people crying about the commer
cial itself They are the minority 
in this, the majority of people are 
accepting of the commercial.

We all have to take note of 
the overwhelming support people 
from all walks of life have given 
others who were oppressed. But 
let’s be real for a second, it’s a 
commercial about soup. Move on 
with your lives, we all have big
ger fish to fry. No one is pushing 
anyone’s agenda down anyone’s 
throat, we’re all just living our 
lives.

BROOKE LADUE
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Next year, Shamu will take 
his final bow at Sea World in San 
Diego.

Sea World announced Nov. 9 
that it will be phasing out orca 
shows at its San Diego location in 
favor of replacing the theatrical 
shows with an experience that is 
more informative and focused on 
a “conservation message inspir
ing people to act,” Sea World 
confirmed in a company docu
ment.

Orca shows in the Orlando and 
San Antonio locations will con
tinue even after they are phased 
out in San Diego. However, that 
raises the question of why it’s 
okay to continue orca shows in 
two out of three locations, and 
why it’s okay to even hold orcas 
in captivity at all.

Phasing out orca shows is defi
nitely a step in the right direction 
for Sea World, especially after the 
harsh criticism directed towards 
the company in the 2013 doc
umentary Blackfish. However, 
there is reason to believe that the 
only reason Sea World made this 
change in San Diego is because 
of the overwhelming pressure the 
state of California has put on 
stopping the use of orcas as show 
animals.

In October, California banned 
the breeding of orcas in captivity, 
and with that proposed an expan
sion of Sea World’s whale habitat 
in the San Diego location. Sea 
World said that these decisions 
were an overreach of the state’s 
authority, which would explain 
why nothing is changing at the 
other two loeations in the United 
States.

So why is Sea World so bit
ter about stopping orca shows? 
They’re moneymakers, yes, but 
shouldn’t the well-being and live
lihood of wild animals be more 
important than making a buck off 
seeing a killer whale do a back
flip?

Apparently not for Sea World, 
despite the irrefutable evidence 
that animal captivity seems to 
look like something pretty close 
to animal abuse.

Orcas have been captured and 
held in captivity since 1961, and

as of October 2015 there is a total 
of 58 orcas held in captivity across 
the globe, according to Whale 
and Dolphin Conservation. Since 
1961, 151 orcas have been cap
tured from the wild, and 127 of 
those whales are now dead. In the 
wild, the average life expectancy 
for an orca is roughly 30 to 50 
years. In captivity, an orca’s life 
expectancy drops to nine years.

Not only do orcas die far soon
er when held in captivity, but 
many whales at Sea World are 
said by experts to display unnat
ural behavior. Such is the case of 
Tilikum, the largest whale ever 
held in captivity who allegedly 
killed three people. Tilikum was 
the focus of the Blackfish docu
mentary.

Since Tilikum killed Sea 
World trainer Dawn Brancheau in 
2010, he has idly floated, waded 
and swam circles in his lone
ly tank. Naomi Rose, a marine 
mammal scientist, says that 
Tilikum’s behavior is unnatural 
and clearly a symptom of being 
taken from his natural habitat.

Sea World claims that keep
ing whales captive will allow 
us to better understand orcas 
in the wild and perform better 
research on the whales them
selves. However, despite constant 
access to the whales at various 
locations, researchers affiliated 
with Sea World have published 
a remarkably small amount of

studies. Other scientists say that 
the psychological and physiologi
cal problems associated with ani
mals in captivity continue to per
sist despite Sea World’s supposed 
“efforts” to give the whales a safe 
and comfortable life.

If anything. Sea World’s claim 
falls flat and appears to be noth
ing but a cover-up for the real 
answer: orca shows make a lot of 
money. In 2013 alone. Sea World 
raked in $1.4 billion. If that’s not 
an incentive to keep capturing 
and training innocent animals, 
then what is?

Sea World president and chief 
executive Joel Manby insists that 
the pressure from animal activ
ists did not influence the decision 
to end orca shows. And of course 
they didn’t—if that was the case, 
then orca shows would be ending 
in all three locations rather than 
just one. No, Sea World ended 
the shows because the state of 
California pressured them to, and 
that’s the bottom line.

Ending theatrical orca shows 
in one location isn’t the worst 
thing Sea World could do. Yes, 
it’s a step in the right direc
tion, but the fact is that even 
if the orcas aren’t backflipping 
and bowing, they’re still being 
held in too small tanks with too 
few reminders of what their lives 
would and should be like in the 
wild.
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Mindfreeze, by Kadeem Blackman

cartoon by Glenn Tolle

State Building. He’ll understand.”
cartoon by Amanda Berg

Sudoku
9 4 7

5 8 6 4
6 7 9 5

6 A 9 2 '•1

7 4 6
1 9

9 7
6

8 5 2

How to play Sudoku:

Fill in the blanks with 
numbers between 1 and 9.

Each number can appear 
only once per column, 
once per row and once per 
3x3 grid.

Solution:
1 9 P £ 6 S 8 I Z
8 S E L 9 I P 6 Z
£ I 6 P Z 8 9 S £
P 6 S I L 9 £ z 8
9 Z I 8 £ P 6 L S
£ 2 L Z S 6 I P 9
S £ 8 6 I Z L 9 P

6 P Z 9 8 1 S £ I
T 1 9 S P £ Z 8 6

<@201S Harry Biias. Oiatributed by Tribune Corrtent Agency, LLC Ail Righte Rea^ved 1 S^17

“Rudolph with your nose so bright, how about giving 
the nose a rest so I can get a little shut-eye?”
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Lady Tribunes finish best season in program history
JAMIE MALLOY

PROVISIONAL WRITER

The 2015 Monroe Community 
College Lady Tribimes Volleyball 
season was an unforgettable one, 
filled with a lot of memories and 
highlights throughout the whole 
year. The Tribunes finished with 
a record of 44-3, and capped off 
their season with their best fin
ish at nationals, coming in fourth 
place. Leading the Team was 
Sophomore Dayle Taber with 466 
kills, followed by Rose Ayala 
with 337 kills and Candice Greer 
with 218. Freshman Rachel 
Nicholls had 333 digs for the 
Tribunes, leading the entire team.

MCC’s journey to Nationals 
kicked off in the 2015 NJCAA 
Region 3 Tournament at NCCC 
Halloween weekend in Sanborn, 
N.Y. The number one seeded 
Tribunes opened up with a three- 
set sweep over Finger Lakes 
Community College, winning 
25-8, 25-16 and 25-14.

Then, it was onto the Regional 
Semifinals where the Tribunes 
dominated Fulton-Montgomery 
Community College, blanking

them 3 sets to 0. In the champion
ship match, the Tribunes defeated 
Genesee Community College, to 
capture their second consecutive 
Region 3 Championship. They 
were going back to Nationals 
the weekend of 11-13-11-14 with 
more wins than they had last 
season.

In the first round, the 
Tribunes had a commanding 
opening match against Central 
Lakes College-Brainerd, sweep
ing them 3-0. Montana Vescovi 
had 15 assists and 10 digs, while 
Rose Ayala had 16 digs for the 
Tribunes. The winning streak 
came to an end, as MCC lost 
their semi-final matchup against 
national power Brookhaven 
3 sets to 1. Dayle Taber and 
Chelsey Luce each had 16 kills 
for MCC. In the 3rd/4th place 
match, the Tribunes finished the 
tournament with a 3 sets to 0 loss 
to top seeded Madison College. 
Rose Ayala and Chelsey Luce 
each had 12 kills.

Hopefully, the ladies will 
build off of this historic season, 
and make even more history for 
years to come.

SOCCER SEASON PHOTO
- 1 ■ ■ ■ I I ■ I ■!

photo courtesy of MCC Athletics

The MCC Lady Tribunes Volleyball team finished the season with record-breaking wins.

MCC recruitment of 
international athletes gives 
students new opportunities

GALLERY

DEVON WITHERS
PROVISIONAL WRITER

Over the past decade, well 
over 11,000 individuals have 
immigrated to the United 
States in order to play the sport 
they have a passion for. Even at 
Monroe Community College, 
many students have the oppor
tunity to do what they love, as 
well as receive an education.

One individual who spoke 
about her experience of play
ing soccer for MCC was Maria 
Flores Tome. Originally from 
Spain, Tome noted that she 
chose MCC because of the 
prestige it contains, such as the 
facilities, which allowed her to 
improve on and off the field.

She added that there weren’t 
a lot of opportunities for wom
en’s soccer in Spain, even 
though she played for nine years 
before coming to America.

Tome said that MCC pro
vided her with a sports schol
arship, making her decision to 
come to America a little easi
er. For those not familiar, the 
school attempts to stay with
in the budget when it comes 
to handing out sports scholar
ships.

Nelson Cupello, Men’s 
Soccer Coach, spoke more on 
the financial status of recruit
ing international students. The 
coaching veteran let us know 
that in all of his years at MCC, 
he continuously looks to find 
the best available players, no 
matter where they are located.

The school chooses not to 
hire scouts to recruit students

from outside the United States 
becauses of finances, but Coach 
Cupello has different methods 
around that. Cupello claimed 
that he has other coaches at 
showcases recruit for him, stat
ing that he trusts their instincts 
completely.

Cupello also said that there 
have been times that recruit
ment has gone poorly. He noted 
that there have been instances 
in which he has been forced to 
let players go based on “not fit
ting in the system”, but coun
tered claiming that the process 
is fairly successful.

Budgets play a huge role in 
how many international stu
dents we can allow to play 
at MCC, and Coach Cupello 
agreed. He stated that he would 
like to see a decrease in the 
amount that out of state stu
dents would need to pay to 
attend MCC.

Countries such as Spain, 
England, and even the 
Caribbean seemed to be where 
a lot of the recruitment was 
taking place for soccer, but why 
not other countries? Cupello 
agreed that there are many 
other countries that he has not 
looked into, but responded that 
he solely looks into the places 
in which the showcases take 
place.

As international students get 
recruited into going to MCC, 
it is important to note that this 
process is just one step in order 
to broadening our understand
ing of how individuals adapt 
into different sport cultures.


