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SUNY adopts anti-sexual assault campaign

photo by Darren McGee- Office of the Governor
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo introduced legislation for SUNY colleges and universities that seeks to provide a clear definition of consent. Also pictured (left to right) Deborah 
Stanley, president of SUNY Oswego, H. Carl McCall, Chairman of SUNY Board of Trustees, Governor Andrew Cuomo, Linda Fairstein, special advisor on sexual assault

BROOKE LADUE
LIFESTYLES EDITOR

The State University of New 
York (SUNY) system adopted a 
universal affirmative consent law, 
also known as the “Yes Means

Yes” campaign, on Dec. 2, 2014.
This law requires a statement 

of clear and ongoing sexual con
sent, meaning a verbal “yes,” 
rather than just an absence of 
resistance. The goal of the affir
mative consent law is to assist in

curbing sexual assault on college 
campuses and to further enforce 
disciplinary policies against per
petrators.

New York follows California 
as the second state to implement 
“Yes Means Yes.”

The SUNY system’s affir
mative consent law will apply 
to more than 463,000 students 
across all 64 SUNY campuses. 
SUNY’s version of “Yes Means 
Yes” includes a uniform reporting 
protocol to ensure timely report

ing of sexual assault cases and 
an amnesty program for report
ing potential crimes. Training of 
campus police and college admin
istrators in the handling of sexual 
assault cases will be conducted
statewide. , , ,

cont a on page 3

New club seeks to boost campus spirit
''"l^I&i/v drg^a^atfon to host cancer initiative, co-host Relay for Life

DENISE LAWSON-KONATEH
ONLINE MANAGER

The Office of Orientation and 
First Year Experience (FYE) at 
Monroe Community College has 
launched The TribMpire, a stu
dent led spirit movement dedi
cated to creating an atmosphere 
of collegiate pride.

The group’s first “Spirit 
Week” was held Nov. 10 through 
Nov. 15 and featured a series 
of events including Pajama Day, 
Super Hero Day, a pep rally and a 
men’s basketball game.

The peer mentors began devel
oping programs this summer dur
ing orientation training. While 
FYE creates programs for fresh
man students, The TribMpire will 
engage the entire MCC student 
body by encouraging school spirit 
and tradition.

“We are hosting these events 
so that students can get more 
involved in school and check out 
other clubs and organizations,” 
said Jeffery Wagman, peer men
tor and TribMpire president. “We 
also see this as a way to get stu
dent athletes involved. We want 
students to want to be at MCC.”

“We agreed MCC lacked

The Mpire rallies behind MCC sports to boost campus vitality
school spirit and tradition 
amongst its student body, some 
even having the opinion the col
lege as the T3th grade.’ Then we 
looked around and realized that 
none of [us] were wearing oiu 
school colors,” he says.

The TribMpire is an umbrella 
organization that maintains both 
TribCrib, a dedicated cheering 
section at all athletic games, and 
TribSquad, a street team of stu
dent leaders dedicated to recruit
ing peers to join the movement.

Marcus Blythers, peer mentor 
and a forward for MGC’s basket
ball team said, “I feel like we are

bringing ‘oneness’ to this cam
pus. We want to change the face 
of how outsiders view the col
lege and we want to help promote 
other student athletics.”

The TribMpire is currently 
examining methods of encourag
ing MCC students to participate 
and become involved in volun- 
teerism and other community- 
based initiatives in the Rochester 
area.

On Feb. 4,2015, the TribMpire 
will host a “Coaches vs Cancer” 
basketball game at MCC against 
Genesee Community College.

cant’d on page 2

Grade exclusion policy 
impacts students' GPA

RACHEL KAPLAN
STAFF WRITER

This spring, Monroe 
Community College will be end
ing the practice of excluding 
grades from a students' grade 
point average (GPA) after they 
change their program.

This practice allows students 
to exclude grades below a C when 
calculating their GPA once they 
have gone through a change in 
program. It was originally imple
mented to give students the 
opportunity to start fresh aca
demically when they change pro
grams.

Recently, it has come to the 
attention of the college that the 
inclusion/exclusion practice has 
created a variety of issues for 
students.

When students transfer, some 
of the transfer colleges are recal
culating the GPA—once again 
counting all of their grades. This 
not only created a misrepresenta
tion of what their “true” GPA is, 
but it also affects their ability to 
receive merit scholarships.

Another problem that this 
creates for students intending 
to transfer is that students are

claiming courses for their State 
University of New York General 
Education requirements that are 
no longer counted in their GPA 
after a major change. This prac
tice has become difficult for 
transfer colleges to understand.

This practice also conflicts 
with prerequisite requirements. 
A grade of C- or higher is fre
quently required as a pre-requi
site grade for some classes, yet 
were a student to use the inclu
sion/exclusion practice the grades 
of C- would be excluded from the 
calculation of their GPA.

This means that courses that 
aren’t even counted in the GPA 
could be used as prerequisites for 
other courses.

The inclusion/exclusion prac
tice also has implications for 
receiving financial aid. Financial 
aid eligibility is calculated based 
on courses that have passing 
grades.

A passing grade at MCC is 
considered a D- or higher, which 
means that programs that were 
excluded in the GPA must be 
manually re-included to assess 
for financial aid eligibility.

cant’d on page 3
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College cloud aids students
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Brighton service desk offers many items and markdowns, rang
ing from RTS bus passes to local food establishments and more

Campus 
center desk 
offers student 
discounts

BROOKE LADUE
LIFESTYLES EDITOR

As long as a student holds a 
valid student ID for the college, 
Monroe Community College 
students are eligible for a vari
ety of deals and discounts both 
on-campus and beyond.

Many college discounts 
range between 10% and 20% 
off certain products or ser
vices. Apple, Microsoft and 
Barnes & Noble are among 
some of the most popular plac
es that offer student discounts. 
Apple offers a back-to-school 
discount for students by allow
ing them to save up to $200 on 
a new computer or offering $50 
or $100 gift cards with certain 
purchases, such as a Mac, iPad 
or iPhone. Microsoft competes 
by offering students 10% off 
all Windows PCs and acces
sories and through special 
pricing on software. Barnes 
& Noble does not offer a flat 
rate discount, but they do offer 
textbook deals with savings up 
to 50%.

College students also get 
discounts at certain restau
rants, including 10% off at 
McDonald’s, Burger King,

Subway and Pizza Hut.
Some car insurance com

panies such as Allstate, Geico 
and State Farm offer discounts 
on car insurance to students. 
Chevrolet and General Motors 
give special deals on car pur
chases to college students also.

The Information Desk locat
ed in Building 3 additionally 
offers a variety of services to 
students. Some of the services 
offered at the Information Desk 
include check cashing, locker 
rentals, and the sale of items 
including postage stamps, bus

passes and movie tickets for 
certain theaters.

Sue, an employee at the 
Information Desk, reports one 
of the most convenient times to 
arrive to avoid lines and receive 
quick service is to arrive “first 
thing in the morning or late in 
the afternoon.” She adds that 
some of the most popular ser
vices offered at the Information 
Desk are check cashing and the 
sale of bus passes, but warns, 
“there is usually a rush around 
Christmas time.”

Students' tuition bills mitigate confusion 
of the additional fees on campus

HANNAH WEBSTER
STAFF WRITER

Students at Monroe 
Community College have to 
pay financial aid, health, tech
nology, student life and late 
fees, some of which may be 
added to their bill after their 
initial payment. These fees 
are not, in fact, created by 
the Financial Aid Department 
but are instead created and 
approved by the Board of 
Trustees.

These fees are mitigated by 
the receipt of financial aid. 
Approximately 15,000-16,000 
students apply for financial 
aid each year. Only 11,000 get 
some form of state or federal 
financial aid while others will 
be granted student loans. 60% 
of students at MCC are able to 
receive grants from either the 
state or federal government.

The Processing and 
Enrollment Fee allows for 
the complicated processing, 
recording and filing of all stu
dent documents. In the occur
rence of a student needing to 
re-register, (because they did 
not pay their bill by the due 
date), a $25 Re-Registration 
Fee is required. A tuition 
refund appeal process allows 
students with extenuating cir
cumstances to appeal their 
tuition. Certain criteria must

be met for the circumstance to 
qualify as an exception.

All students pay a tech
nology fee. This technology 
fee assists the college in the 
maintenance and purchasing 
of computers, the storage of 
laptops and service payments 
for computer labs. The ability 
to access the internet and wifi 
on campus also contributes to 
the technology fee.

The Student Life fee is 
based on a student’s cred
its and covers all on-campus 
events. This fee creates funds 
to support clubs and athletic 
facilities. These events include 
Homecoming and the “Weeks 
of Welcome” hosted by Student 
Life. All students are charged 
a $5 “health fee” to assist in 
maintaining the nurses’ office 
on campus.

A mandatory accident fee 
is required which will help 
the college cover any acci
dents students may experience 
on campus. The price of this 
fee varies depending on the 
semester(s) in which students 
are enrolled.

Certain programs have their 
own insurance fees that may 
be required. Health majors 
are charged an addition fee to 
assist the college in guarding 
against liability issues, as the 
campus hosts a dental clin
ic that is open to the public.

This fee also takes care of the 
safety of the students in their 
unique studies.

Jerome St. Croix is the 
director of Financial Aid at 
MCC. His job is to make sure 
that students are aware of the 
financial aid programs offered 
by the college, to encourage 
these individuals to apply for 
aid and to work to accom
modate students’ financial 
needs. He recommends that 
students plan for financial aid 
first before paying their bill in 
order to have a better under
standing of how much they 
can expect from financial aid. 
Additional fees may occasion
ally be added to the bill after 
it is paid. When this occurs, 
financial aid makes it their 
responsibility that the student 
is aware of the additional fee 
and its purpose on their bill.

For more information 
regarding these fees or any 
other student financial infor
mation, please contact the 
office of Financial Aid- 
Brighton Campus (585) 292- 
2050 and Damon City (585) 
262-1670. Additional informa
tion can also be found online 
as well as in the yearly Catalog 
and Student Handbook which 
can be purchased for $1 at the 
Campus Services Desk in the 
Atrium of Building 3.

DAN RUSSELL
STAFF WRITER

Students and faculty at 
Monroe Community College 
now have the ability to store 
files on a cloud computing net
work.

Cloud computing is a modern 
alternative to standard physical 
file storage. Instead of carrying 
around a flash drive or CD, files 
are stored on a server that can 
be accessed from anywhere in 
the world with an Internet con
nection.

MCC offers cloud storage 
such as the M and S drives. 
Students can access these drives 
on any MCC computer and can 
map them to their personal com
puter by following the instruc
tions online at monroecc.edu. 
Once mapped, students can 
upload and download files to 
and from their S Drive.

Student email is another 
service the college offers with 
cloud storage. While this can 
be effective at transferring and 
storing pictures and documents, 
this is not the intended use of 
the program. Google Drive and 
Dropbox are free services that 
do not require any additional

MPIRE (cont'd pi)

The women’s game will be 
held at 6:00 p.m., while the men’s 
game will be held at 8:00 p.m. 
These games will be collect
ing donations for the American 
Cancer Society (in conjunction 
with Relay for Life) through a 
raffle. Winners of the raffle will 
have the option to participate in 
a ffee-throw contest to win a 
hoodie. The last winner remain
ing will have a chance at mak
ing a half-court free throw to 
win $100. For more informa
tion, contact Pamela M. Hutton, 
Publications Coordinator at 
the Office of Student Life & 
Leadership Development, at 
(585) 292-2478.

downloads and offer an abun
dance of free space.

The term “cloud”, when 
used in the context of infor
mation storage systems, orig
inated from a diagram scien
tists used to show the interac
tions of networked computers. 
Storing information on remote 
servers is a practice almost as 
old as the Internet. In the 1950’s, 
when computers where the size 
of rooms, it became a popular 
practice to “timeshare” cycles of 
a mainframe computer on sev
eral smaller computers by many 
different companies and corpo
rations.

As time passed, the amount of 
information that could be stored 
on silicon became greater, the 
number of computers increased 
to several per household and 
it became a goal of corpora
tions, such as IBM, to offer large 
scale computing power to any
one willing to pay for it.

Programs like Google Drive 
and Dropbox act as virtual hard 
drives that can be accessed 
from any Internet somce. These 
drives can be shared to allow 
any number of users to access 
the same workspace at the same 
time.

Dr. Lloyd Holmes, vice presi
dent of Student Services, says 
it is extremely important that 
the College continues, to work 
at developing a strong sense 
of school spirit and belonging 
which, in turn, will allow the stu
dent body to “develop a greater 
sense of community.”

“I truly feel those students 
that have a strong sense of com
munity tend to be more success
ful at their institution. They get 
involved and I think it allows 
faculty, staff and administration 
to really see and understand the 
power that students hold here at 
this institution.”

Free to MCC Students, 
Faculty & Staff (with ID) 
General Public $5.00 
TICKETS ARE REQUIRED 
Tickets are available 
through
monroecctickets.com or 
at the Brighton Campus 
Center Service Desk.
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Public safety awareness increases as 
thieves frequent campus locations

DAN RUSSELL
STAFF WRITER

Monroe Community College’s 
Public Safety Department has 
recently received many com
plaints regarding stolen personal 
possessions.

Items have been reported sto
len from the library and other 
campus locations. Students are 
advised by Public Safety to not 
leave possessions unattended for 
any length of time, especially in 
the library.

According to Public Safety, a 
handicapped student at Monroe 
Commimity College was a victim 
of library theft last month. The 
student is hearing-impaired and 
relies on the use of specialized 
software on their laptop in order

to communicate with the rest of 
the community. He went to the 
bathroom, only to find his lap
top missing upon his return. In 
response. Public Safety launched 
a swift investigation that was 
able to return the stolen prop
erty intact through careful use of 
LoJack location software.

Public Safety would like the 
student body to be aware of the 
fact that the best preventative 
measure against campus theft is 
to assist in keeping an eye on the 
possessions of oneself and those 
of one’s friends when asked. If 
someone walks away from a 
workstation and another person 
takes items, immediately call 
Public Safety.

It was also advised that wit
nesses avoid direct confrontation.

as individuals might be aggres
sive if they are caught in the act. 
Public Safety has the resources to 
determine if it was someone who 
was authorized to remove those 
belongings or if it was someone 
with malicious intent.

Public Safety also offers a 
variety of theft-preventative ser
vices, such as an engraving ser
vice and serial munber databases 
that came make the sale of sto
len goods difftcult and are the 
best ways to recover stolen items. 
Location based apps like ‘Find 
my iPhone’ or ‘Airdroid’ can help 
recovering lost or stolen smart 
phones as well.

More Information
0) (585) 292-2900
■ Building 7 room 341.

YES MEANS YES (cont'd pi)

By adopting the “Yes Means 
Yes” initiative, SUNY is also 
tasked with redefining consent 
itself SUNY’s established defi
nition of sexual consent reads in 
part, “Silence, in and of itself, 
cannot be interpreted as consent.” 
This nullifies the notion that a 
lack of resistance equals consent. 
SUNY’s definition of consent 
establishes that “... consent can 
be given by words or actions.”

Many college campuses 
nationwide have their own defi
nitions of consent and their own 
unique policies for the handling 
of sexual violence cases. As 
the “Yes Means Yes” campaign 
serves as one universal policy, 
it standardizes the handling of 
such cases for every student in 
the state.

Another aim of the “Yes 
Means Yes” campaign is to defeat 
the stigma often attached to sur
vivors of sexual assault and to

instead “... shift the conversation 
about sexual assault to one of 
prevention, justice, and healing,” 
according to California Senator 
Kevin de Leon, a sponsor of the 
affirmative consent law.

ProfessorNatasha Christensen, 
who teaches a Sociology class on 
Gender and Sexuality Studies at 
MCC, says that affirmative con
sent laws “[are] a good start in 
raising awareness about sexual 
violence on college campuses.” 
Yet she also believes that before 
“Yes Means Yes” can make a real 
impact, the U.S. culture needs to 
reconsider its attitudes about sex.

“We still operate under a sex
ual double standard in which 
men are rewarded and women 
are stigmatized for having sex,” 
Christensen says. “Until we are 
able to see women as sexual sub
jects rather than sexual objects, 
consent will always be an issue.”

An estimated one in five

JOIN THE MONROE DOCTRINE

women will deal with sexu
al assault while attending col
lege. According to a study by the 
Huffington Post, only one third 
of campus sexual assault cases 
end in punishment or expulsion 
of the perpetrators.

However, consent is not only 
a women’s issue. New York 
Assemblywoman Deborah Click 
says, “Women have faced for cen
turies, ‘she said no but I knew she 
meant yes,’ [so] this is a clearer 
definition and provides clarity for 
all parties involved.”

While some SUNY students 
agree that clear consent is neces
sary, they say that a verbal “yes” 
can add an awkward formality to 
intimacy. “It makes it seem more 
like a business deal,” says a stu
dent at Buffalo State College.

SUNY’s affirmative consent 
laws will go into effect early this 
year.

GPA (cont'd pi)
i There are various reasons tha 
the College will be eliminatinj 
the inclusion/exclusion practice 
though those who switch pro 
grams or withdraw before its 
elimination in fall of 2015 wil 
tetain their originally calculated 
GPAs unless they request that 
the grades be included into theit 
PPA.,. j

I

YOU CANT HAVE A 
CAREER IN MEDIA IF YOU 
DONT START NOW
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Public 
Safety 
Report

11/30/2014

• Student set off smoke alarm with E Ciggarette 

12/1/2014

• Student had 11 coupon books stolen from dental lab 7-203

• A jacket was stolen out of the building 3 room 296 closet

12/2/2014

• A resident student fell asleep in the shower, causing water 
damage in Tribime Hall

12/3/2014

• A student has a temporary order of protection against a 
current active student

12/4/2014

• A residence hall student set off the fire alarm while blow 
drying clothes

12/5/2014

• MCSO on campus to pick up student. Student was arrest
ed and taken off campus

12/6/2014

• A student was foimd on the roof of Building 8 and sub
sequently taken to the hospital as a mental hygiene arrest 
byBPD

12/15/2014

• A 223 caliber bullet was found in lot K by an employee

• An MCC student suffered a seiziue

12/18/2014

• Student had an emotional episode and was ill

12/19/2014

• Vending machine distributer reports being stuck in the 
elevator

Leaving campus late? You may request an escort to your 
vehicle from Public Safety by calling 292-2912.
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Rebecca Y. Smith

STAFF WRITER

T
he flu has been 
very prevalent 
this year, more 
so than in the 
past. Many

people who have received the 
flu vaccination are still con
tracting the flu. The vaccina
tion doesn’t protect against all 
strains of the flu but it does 
protect against some of the 
more deadly strains. There are 
many simple vvays in which 
you can prevent the flu.

• Get a vaccine. Even il you 
still contract the flu, it won't be 
as deadly.

Be obsessed with hand 
washing. You can't wash your 
hands enough during flti .sea-

about hand washing btrt they 
are the ones it can be the most 
dangerous tor.

• Stop nibbling your nails. 
Believe it or not. biting your 
nails can increase viral trans

mission.

• Take symptoms seriously. 
If you have any flu-like symp- 
tom.s, call your doctor.

■ Teach your kids to wash 
well. Many times, small chil
dren are the most careless

■ Keep your house or work 
space clean. This includes 
wiping down your desk after 
you eat and disinfecting your 
phone.

■ Be healthy. This includes 
exercising, getting eight hours 
of sleep a night, and eating 
well. There are many healthy 
foods you can eat.

The flu is a fairly simple 
thing to prevent if you have the 
proper knowledge. Folkswing 
the seven points above is a 
great start in easuring you have 
a healthy flu season. Don't for
get, the flu can be prevented if 
you spend time doing healthy 
and clean things for vourself.
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Strains of Flu
• \ here arc llircc tiiflercnt typos t)f the iunuenza virus:
B and C. 'Types A aiul B are the most common type of flu 
and are the causes of seasonal fJu cpideniic.s. There arc 
also many subtypes and strains oTTiu withiti types A and 
B. 'Type (.’ inlcelion.s cause a mild respiratory illness and 
are not often the source of epidemics. As types A and B 
are the most comnton, strains of A and B arc used in sea 
sonai flu vaccines while type C i.s e.xeluded. Tlio-se v\ho 
get the sea.sttnal flu vaccine arc not protected from type 
influenza.
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Pulling ali-ntghiers to get that essay 
done? Missing out on sleep lowers 
your immune systems ability to fight 

ickness. College student shonld get 
■9 hours rest each night

1
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Nasal Spray vs Flu 
shot
There are very little dilTerences between the fin shot and nasal 
spra\' vaccine other tlian the ingredients and possible sitle-efrects. 
i>ue to the varictv of flu shots, most individuals can receive the 
N'accinalion. Tlie types ol’ t’lu slwts account tt>r different ages and 
ean even be given to clnkiren as young as 6 nuxilhs old. Ijnlike the 
flu shot, the nasal sptay versiv)n is ottlv a viable vaccination method 
for those under the age of .^0.
file flu shot occasionallv causes soreness, redness or swellijtg, 
toughness or itcliing vs'hcre the slu>t was given, and ina> be accom- 
parued by a temporary low iever. Due u> medical leasons, many 
cannot receive the nasal spray vaccine, though children may fmd it 
an easier melluHl if they aic uneomtbrlablc with need:

^Should you get the 
flu shot or just get 
ithe flu?
According to the Center Ibr Disease Control and Prevention, get 
ting a flu shot is much safer than getting the f'lu. The shot contains 
the information the immune sy.stcm needs to fight off the flu, so 
oven if you get the flu after getting the shot, it helps your body 
figlU off the infection dramatically fa.stcr. 'i'he flu can be a serious 
danger, particularly to children, older adults and to anyone with a 
chronic health condition or weakened immune sy.stem. Any case of 
the flu can cause someone to need hospitalization, but the shot can 
keep the infection at bay and reduce the .spread of the flu germs,

QUICK TIPS TO STAYING HEALTHY
Cold Medicine

Frozen Rochester winter weathers can 
increase your risks of getting sick. Best 
way to beat the freeze is to dress in 
nuilliple warm layers e.g., hats, gUwes. 

nd scarves.

At the first sign of a cold, it's important to act 
quickly to prevent that cold from developing into 
something more serious like a sinus inlection.

• Take action within the first 8-12 hours of e.xperi- 
cncing vour I'irst symptom.
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Iceplex boasts events, dining

photo by Alea Jones
Located on the Monroe Conununity Coll^ Brighton campns, the 
Bill Gray’s Iceplex is an indoor athletic facility with 4 ke rinks used 
by local teams onv several levels

College programs shelter, 
aid LGBTQ youthARIANA HIGHSMITH

PROVISIONARY WRITER

In 2013, Bill Gray’s started 
sponsoring the Iceplex at the 
Brighton Campus of Monroe 
Commimity College. This build
ing is home to four National 
Hockey League (NHL)-sized 
ice rinks, Bill Gray’s restaurant, 
Abbotts Frozen Custard and the 
Locker Room Sports Hockey Pro 
Shop. Various activities and pro
grams are held there daily.

The Iceplex has a diverse set 
of teams and programs. Access 
to certain activities and bene
fits go through the Membership 
Program. Varying hockey 
leagues use the Iceplex, such 
as Rochester Youth Hockey, 
Spencerport High School 
Hockey, Nazareth Hockey, 
Rochester Americans Junior 
Hockey, Rochester Americans 
Tier 1 Hockey and Rochester Ice 
Cats Hockey. The Broomball and 
Roller Derby leagues host events 
throughout the year.

The Iceplex’s Learn to Skate 
Program offers entry-level les
sons for anyone. Sportopia 
Mission, a summer camp head
quartered at the Iceplex, offers 
multiple weeklong activities cov
ering different sports.

There are a variety of events 
going on year roimd. Arcade 
games, roller-skating and ice- 
skating are offered. Summer 
events The Flour City Drive In

and Summer Fest host family- 
friendly activities.

The Iceplex schedules public 
skating for each of the rinks. The 
price varies from $4.00 to $7.00 
depending on age and an addi
tional $4.00 when renting skates. 
Special packages are offered for 
field trips, day care programs, 
birthday parties and holiday 
events. The packages vary for 
certain events and group sizes. 
Parking is available for buses and 
large events.

The Bill Gray’s Regional 
Iceplex offers services locat
ed around the Iceplex. The 
Bill Gray’s restaurant is sports

themed, giving visitors the option 
to watch sports on one of the 
18 televisions within the build
ing. Abbott’s Frozen Custard is 
offered both in the restaurant and 
within the “Snack Zone;” where 
different choices of snacks and 
beverages are offered. The Locker 
Room Sports Hockey Pro Shop 
offers various hockey equipment, 
clothing, accessories and blade 
sharpening.

For more information about 
programs, scheduling and the 
membership program at the Bill 
Gray’s Regional Iceplex, call 
585-424-4625 or visit www.bill- 
graysiceplex.com.

TEMPEST YORIO
GUEST WRITER

Gay marriage gets a lot of 
buzz in the press, but LGBTQ 
(lesbian, gay, bisexual, transsex
ual or questioning) youths have 
things other than marriage on 
their mind.

On Oct. 6, the Supreme Court 
of the United States denied 
requests to review appeals of rul
ings against gay marriage bans 
in five states, making gay mar
riage legal in Indiana, Oklahoma, 
Utah, Virginia and Wisconsin. 
With five more states allowing 
gay marriage, it seems that total 
marriage equality is not far from 
happening in the United States.

However, there are many 
LGBTQ youths that consid
er marriage to be amongst the 
least of their problems. Kaleena 
Hill, the president of the Monroe 
Community College Pride 
Alliance, said, “Our first goal 
should be acceptance and educa
tion of the gay commimity. We 
shouldn’t be trying to change the 
view of each religion’s view on 
marriage, just like homosexuals 
don’t want to be harassed for 
being who they are.” She said 
“Personally, as a student [who 
is not] religious [I] feel no need 
to interrupt the teachings of a 
church for my own rights.”

At MCC, the Pride Alliance

club is working hard to provide 
visibility and sanctuary for gay 
youths who are often still strug
gling to find acceptance in a col
lege environment. According to 
the National Gay and Lesbian 
Task Force (NGLTF), 20% of 
LGBTQ college students fear for 
their safety due to their gender 
identity or sexual orientation. 
The Price Alliance Club hopes 
to make MCC create a safe place 
for LGBTQ youths. Hill says, “I 
hope to see the Pride Alliance 
promote equality for all sexu
alities, romanticisms and gender 
identities.”

Last year was the Pride 
Alliance’s first year as a club, 
yet the formation process was 
marred with trouble. Hill stated, 
“The first few semesters had a 
lot of drama, so it kept changing 
hands. Past leaders hadn’t done 
anything to make the club offi
cial.”

However, the future is opti
mistic. Last year membership 
peaked at 15, but membership 
for this year is expected to dou
ble. Hill has a lot of plans for the 
Pride Alliance at MCC. “This 
year our goal is to put on a 
MCC drag show and gay prom,” 
she said with a smile. “We also 
want to do more campaigns for 
anti-rape, mental health and reli
gious equality acceptance for the 
LGBT community.”

Economy, lack of awareness blamed for animal abandonment
HECTOR MEDINA
ASSOCIATE WRITER

The current economic condi
tion in Rochester, as well as a 
lack of awareness as to the basic 
requirements of animals, are both 
contributing to a greatly increas
ing level of abandoned animals. 
Inflating prices combined with 
decreasing household incomes 
creates a variety of difficulties, 
including increasing the continu
ous cost of owning and taking 
care of a pet.

These costs are not always 
immediately apparent to those 
interested in purchasing a pet 
and, as a result, buyers can often 
be surprised by the total upkeep

A DOCTRINE
INTERVIEW

*'What is your 
family holiday 
tradition?”

cost of owning an animal. Pets 
also generally need to be trained 
by their new owners to act appro
priately in a household, which 
requires the time and effort of 
these owners. Pets need routine 
visits to veterinarians and they do 
sometimes get hurt or sick. This 
all adds to the cost of owning a 
pet, though many often do not 
consider all of these responsibili
ties and costs when making such 
a purchase.

Those who regret their pur
chase often leave their animals at 
a shelter, but irresponsible own
ers sometimes leave animals in 
boxes, crates or baskets tied to 
objects in public areas thinking 
that they can simply give the

Name: Scott Mayall 
Age: 21
Major: Information Technology 
Tradition: “We go to our grand
parents house and have snowball 
fights.”

responsibility of pet ownership 
to someone else. Some owners 
euthanize their pet, yet there are 
also those who are cruel enough 
to toss kittens out of car windows 
while speeding down highways 
or leave them dumped in a field.

There is no real reason for 
treating animals in such a way, 
particularly as there are local 
organizations that care for these 
animals in our community. There 
are places such as Lollypop Farm, 
Verona Street Animal Shelter and 
no-kill rescue operations such as 
Another Chance Pet Rescue that 
will take in such abandoned and 
unwanted animals.

file photo by Zack DeClerck

Name: Jessica Ayers 
Age: 24
Major: Psychology 
Tradition: “My mom gives 
us pajamas every year on 
Christmas Eve.”

Name: Danielle Constantino 
Age: 19
Major: Dental Hygiene 
Tradition: “Every year, we open 
one present on Christmas Eve.”

Name: Chad Greenly 
Age: 25 
Major: English
Tradition: “On Christmas Eve 
night, we’ll hang out in the liv
ing room, open gifts, and watch 
Christmas movies.”
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Butterfly effect confounds winter forecasting

photo by Christian Ramirez
Harsh Rochester weather conditions make it imperative that students are flexible in coordinating their commuting schedules

DAN RUSSELL
STAFF WRITER

While smart-phone applica
tions now allow individuals easy 
access to a variety of sources of 
weather predictions, the excep
tional difficulty inherent in fore
casting weather conditions has 
not diminished.

Despite the technology avail
able today, predicting the weath
er more than two weeks in 
advance is very challenging. This 
is because most of the weather 
changes are caused by the butter
fly effect: tiny fluctuations in the 
atmosphere. Many of these small 
variations magnify and become

REBECCA Y. SMITH
ASSOCIATE WRITER

Shopping within a store and on 
a website are both viable methods 
of acquiring goods, but each has 
distinct advantages and disadvan
tages.

Shopping within a store allows 
shoppers to carefully examine 
items before making a purchase, 
while shopping online rarely 
allows a firm understanding of 
the conditions of items because 
defects may be concealed. Online, 
product information is only pro
vided by pictures and descrip
tions from vendors and previous 
customers.

Still, shopping through online 
locations is often simpler, quicker 
and cheaper for those willing to 
take time to ensure they locate 
the best deals. Such shopping also 
avoids gas costs and the travel 
time involved in checking a vari
ety of locations for the best deals 
by vehicle.

This is particularly useful for 
those on a short budget, those 
who cannot drive or parents with 
children. There are a great many 
websites that can be used, includ
ing Amazon, Ebay and even 
Overstock.com. Many of these 
websites are eliminating shipping

noticeable weather patterns only 
after a few days have passed. It 
is due to this process that predict
ing the weather far in advance is 
almost impossible.

While many institutions 
would like an accurate indication 
of what the near future of weath
er looks like, it seems unlike
ly that such a method will be 
possible soon. Many organiza
tions with an online presence, 
including sites like accueather. 
com, study global weather trends 
and use super-computers to fash
ion models that simulate reality 
in an attempt to predict weather 
patterns. This winter, many of 
these websites predict a situation

costs with the specific amoimt of 
a purchase to attract an expansive 
audience.

Shopping in-store allows peo
ple an opportunity to directly 
examine any object that they 
would like to purchase. This 
is advisable when purchasing 
expensive items, to ensure the 
quality and other specifications 
are as desired.

Shopping in-store allows those 
who fluctuate in clothing sizes or 
enjoy trying a variety of items to 
browse extensively and directly. 
This can also grant the oppor- 
ftmity for an in-store shopper to 
pursue a larger and more diverse 
clearance selection. Local malls.

similar to last year—including 
incredible amoimts of snowfall 
and freezing temperatures, both 
potentially significant enough to 
set new records.

The harshest winter weath
er is reserved for January and 
February.

There is also a potential this 
year for the El Nino climate 
phenomenon to occur. This is a 
weather pattern that results in the 
warming of the Pacific surface 
temperature. These warm waters 
are inhospitable to fish and might 
directly cause a rising price for 
seafood this winter. This phe
nomenon also causes more mois
ture to settle across the United

plazas and consignment shops 
are often favorite destinations for 
such shoppers and continue to be 
a growing trend throughout the 
United States for the added con
venience.

Both online and regular 
stores offer the best deals dur
ing the clearance events of the 
year. The most notable of these 
are both Black Friday and Cyber 
Monday (which occurs on the 
Friday and Monday directly after 
Thanksgiving, respectively).

These events offer exception
al savings on a great variety of 
items, but the quantities of items 
sold under these sale prices are 
also quite limited.

States. While experts are doubt
ful this will break the California 
drought, they are confident this 
will be another banner year at 
Bristol Moimtain.

Snow tires and chains are 
recommended for the anticipat
ed rough weather. MIT profes
sor Edward M. Lorenz suggests 
remembering proverbs (such as 
“red sky at night, sailors delight”)-

This year may not be as poor as 
anticipated, as predicting weather 
patterns even beyond a few short 
weeks in nearly impossible. It 
may be too soon to depend on 
such predictions, yet taking pre
cautions is advised.

Shopping online often causes 
a shopper to wait a long period of 
time for their item to be shipped, 
but one does not have to wait at 
a store and in a line to purchase 
an item.

During these sales, shoppers in 
stores quite often find themselves 
waiting considerable amounts of 
time in order to ensure a pur
chase. The benefit of doing so 
is that such shoppers are able to 
receive the item immediately and 
not wait on shipping.

The benefits of each are based 
off the perception of the custom
er, but as studies show, the public 
still prefers to purchase items in
store for the tangible element of 
their purchase.

Societal 
awareness of 
gender vio
lence

ADELINA JOHNSTON
STAFF WRITER

Gender violence is defined 
as any violence that is physi
cal, mental, emotional, or sex
ual toward women or men as a 
result of their gender. Women 
are the primary victims of such 
actions, which is why many pro
grams, such as “Stand Up Guys”, 
are trying to not only educate 
women on what is and what is 
not violence towards them, but 
to also inform both men and 
women that violent behavior is 
unacceptable.

One of the greatest difficul
ties in confronting gender vio
lence socially is that many wfro 
experience it do not report it to 
others. Victims often believe that 
they are alone in their suffer
ing or that they can change their 
abuser’s behavior. If a relation
ship is suffering from gender 
violence, it is often best to end 
the relationship quickly and to 
report the abuse. Future abuse 
can be avoided through this act, 
allowing others to be aware of 
the nature of such a person.

Anybody can fall victim to 
gender violence—both hetero
sexual and same-sex couples can 
be affected by it. However, it is 
not only women who are affected 
by these violent acts. Women can 
also perpetrate violence.

Anyone can help to end gen
der violence by informing people 
of what gender violence actually 
is, how to prevent it, how to deal 
with the emotions it invokes and 
how to get out of relationships 
that are abusive.

Gender violence needs to stop 
now before it ruins the minds 
of the next generation. Children 
who witness gender violence in 
or beyond their homes can be 
traumatized or gain a variety 
of potential mental disorders. In 
some scenarios, children may 
also become abusive later in life 
if they are not taught that such 
behaviors are unacceptable.

Be the first to speak out about 
gender violence. As more people 
know about gender violence it 
becomes more likely that it will 
be stopped.

INTERESTED IN 
LEARNING MEDIA?

Experience is worth 1000 lectures
There is no better way to learn than to do. Our hands-on, 

fast-paced professional environment gives you real world train
ing that you just can’t get in a classroom.

Build your portfolio with us. Everything that you see on the 
page is created by students. Layout, photography, writing and 
reporting. Learn Adobe creative software, news writing style, 
photojournalism and more!

JOIN THE MONROE DOCTRINE

photo by Gary Reyes
Many prefer to shop in-store due to the hands-on experience
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