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CUOMO: EDUCATION, COMMUNITY COLLEGES KEY
Far-ranging address praises MCC work development programs
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John Z. Walthall
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Governor Andrew Cuomo’s 
January 9 State of the State 
address covered a broad array 
of policy topics. The governor 
said state funding to commu
nity colleges should be tied to 
workplace placement, praising 
initiatives at MCC and Finger 
Lakes Community College. “We

thank Governor Cuomo for high
lighting Monroe Community 
College and om important role in 
workforce development. We ... 
applaud our many business and 
industry partners who help us 
address local workforce needs.” 
MCC President Anne Kress said 
in a statement to media.

The governor made the 
remarks in the context of the 
poor employment and eco
nomic growth in upstate New 
York “When you look at the job 
growth in upstate New York, 
frankly it is sad and it is trou
bling” he said, pointing out that 
upstate’s ten-year growth of 5% 
trailed the state by more than half 
and was well behind national 
growth of 9%.

Governor Cuomo highlighted 
the importance of education in 
today’s employment landscape 
and called various govermnent 
programs such as the regional 
economic development councils, 
property tax cap and agricultural 
programs as crucial to Upstate

success. The governor also 
praised upstate tourist attractions 
such as white water rafting and 
the Adirondacks while calling 
for the state to formally recog
nize that “racinos”, the race track 
industry in New York, are in fact 
casinos and should be regulated 
and promoted as such. The gov
ernor said that casinos, regard
less of their classification were a 
valuable source of employment 
and economic development.

Cuomo took up the cause of 
increasing minimum wage “No 
man can be a good citizen unless 
he has a wage more than suf
ficient to cover the bare cost of 
living.” he said, quoting Teddy 
Roosevelt. The minimum wage 
should be raised to $8.75 per 
hour, he said citing the growing 
cost of transportation, groceries 
and housing among other factors.

The governor also embraced 
the decriminalization of posses
sion of small amounts of mari
juana in “public view” saying 
that these arrests disproportion

ately fall on minorities and stig
matize people unfairly.

Addressing the recent shoot
ings, the Governor urged strong 
gun laws saying that high-capac
ity magazines, direct internet 
aimnunition sales, and “assault 
weapons” should be banned 
and stricter controls should be 
enacted to keep mentally ill peo
ple from obtaining guns, and to 
keep guns away from schools 
although he supported hunting & 
sportsmanship.

In closing the Governor 
invoked the spirit of opportunity 
and equality embodied by the 
Statue of Liberty, “The Statue 
of Liberty ... holds the torch and 
says ‘you are all invited.’ You 
are all invited, and 1 don’t care 
the color of your skin and I don’t 
care how much money you have 
in your pocket. You come here 
and we will invest in you, and 
welcome you, and work with 
you, and we want you to do 
well...” he said.

FA contract followup: 
MCC administration 

in mediation appeal

Monroe Conununity College 
has appealed to the Public 
Employee Relations Board for 
mediation in the faculty contract 
dispute. The Monroe Doctrine 
has learned.

On Wednesday, December 19 
the faculty and admin^tration 
negotiating teams met, negoti
ated and discussed possible dates 
for negotiaticm in January. The 
following day, the administra
tion declared that negotiations 
had reached legal impasse and 
appealed to PERB for mediation.

FA sources say that they were 
surprised by the manoeuvre and 
had expected negotiations to con
tinue this month.

Under the Taylor Law, the N.Y. 
law that regulates public unions 
either parties of a union contract 
dispute may declare negotiations 

continued on page 2

See page 2 for an examination (rf 
how tiw Taylor law aNovitt MCC to 
operate normaly during the diiMiute.

MCC Professor wins new national teaching award

MCC instructor and director of the Mercer Gallery has won a 
newly introduced award for teaching exceUence

New software coming 
for clubs, organizationsKeilen Beck

PROVISIONAL WRITER

Monroe Commimity College 
professor Kathleen Farrell will 
be receiving the John & Suanne 
Roueehe Excellence Award from 
the League for Innovation in 
Dallas, Texas, March 13.

The award is given to League 
Alliance member community 
colleges where a faculty or staff 
member is recognized for out
standing contributions and lead
ership.

With 26 years at the college, 
a professor, artist, and Mercer 
Gallery director, Farrell shows 
her qualifications for such an 
award on a daily basis.

“I didn’t even know,” she said. 
“It was a surprise.”

Farrell was imanimously cho
sen by the MCC Faculty Senate 
for the award and to represent 
the school at the Innovations 
conference.

This is the first time that 
the award is being offered, and 
Farrell is pleased to be one of the 
pioneers for receiving it.

She started at the school part- 
time, working at the Mercer

Gallery, and eventually moved 
into teaching.

“I like to see people get excit
ed about doing things and learn
ing things,” she said.

Every year, Farrell facilitates 
the Art Travel class, where 30 to 
40 students travel to New York 
City to visit art museiuns and 
galleries. In an imfamiliar set
ting, students are pushed out of 
their comfort zones, something 
she describes as necessary.

Photo by Anthony Bristol

In earlier years, she brought 
students to Spain, Paris, London, 
Italy, Montreal, and Toronto.

Farrell works with students 
to run the Mercer Gallery where 
artists’ and students’ works are

John Z. Walthall
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Monroe Community College 
will laimch new web information 
software this semester to help 
manage student life. The new 
software, Orgsync, will replace 
the existing student club and 
organization website system as 
well as offering several new fea
tures like calendaring, forums 
and tools to help student leaders 
track and manage participation 
in their organizations.

One of the biggest problems 
MCC student organizations 
face is poor communication, 
says Betty Stewart - director 
of the Office of Student Life 
and Leadership Development 
Services at MCC. “We don’t 
always know what you’re doing.” 
she said.

Students will log into the 
Orgsync site using the same

username and password used 
for MCC Email and My MCC. 
Students can then select which 
organizations they are interested 
in or belong to and later along the 
line student leaders can assign 
roles to club and organization 
members allowing student to 
make changes when appropriate.

The Orgsync software is 
designed to be easily updated 
without requiring major tech
nical knowledge. “If you can 
use [Microsoft] Word at a basic 
level, you can use [Orgsync]” 
said Jamie Smith, Publications 
Assistant at MCC Campus 
Publications. While all con
tent posted to Orgsync must be 
approved by the Campus Center, 
student users will create and 
upload content directly, instead 
of going through the Campus 
Publications office as with the 
current website system.

continued on page 2continued on page 2
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EXPLORE 
SUNY Potsdam

> Our transfer process is highly individualized!

> Receive credit evaluation upon acceptance to the College.

> Check out our outstanding interactive Web site for course 
equivalency comparisons at potsdam.edu/admissions/ 
transfer/course_equivalency_tables.cfm

> Applications are evaulated on a rolling basis, so the
sooner you apply, the sooner you will have your decision!

> We’re here to help when it comes to financial aid, we offer 
aid to more than 80% of our students, along with competi
tive scholarships.

To learn more about the transfer process, please call
1-877-POTSDAM or go online:

potsdam.edu/admissions/transfer
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FARRELL (cont'd pi)
showcased. She also designs arthe 
gallery’s advertising. “Teachers 
have to keep their craft,” she said.

Farrell also brings in different 
artists for students to talk to and 
learn from, and to push art stu
dents further into the field.

“Those are the kinds of things 
that I think are fun,” she said.

SOFTWARE (cont'd pi)
Orgsync offers a centralized 

“feed”, like the Facebook feed, of 
postings from all MCC clubs and 
organizations as well as the cam
pus center. Clubs and organiza
tions will be required to participate 
in Orgsync and ensure all informa
tion is timely. “The more you put 
into Orgsync, the more you’ll get 
out of Orgsync” Stewart said.

Orgsync is being rolled out 
during the spring semester with 
fill! deployment over the summer. 
There will be a college advertis
ing campaign to promote student 
usage. There will be a meeting for 
student leaders with a representa
tive from the Orgsync company 
in February. An exact date will be 
announced later.

Explainer: How does MCC operate without a cx>ntract?
John Z. Walthall

EDITOR IN CHIEF

The contract negotiations 
between the Monroe Community 
College Administration and the 
Faculty Association, the union 
that represents MCC faculty and 
professional staff, have stalled 
for quite a long time now but 
MCC has continued operating 
normally regardless of the dis
pute. This is made possible, and 
in fact required, by a 1967 New 
York statute called Taylor Law.

The Taylor Law forbids public 
unions from striking in exchange 
for strong contract rights. Taylor 
Law also created a public 
body called “Public Employee 
Relations Board” to regulate 
relations between the govern
ment and public sector unions. 
In a 1972 case regarding toll col
lectors for the Triborough Bridge

& Tunnel Authority, PERB inter
preted the Taylor Law to require 
that in the event a public union 
contract expires, it remain in 
effect until a new contract is 
negotiated successfully. In 1982 
this legal doctrine was strength
ened and formally incorporated 
into an amendment to the law, 
the “Triborough Amendment”.

MCC is currently operating 
under Triborough provisions, a 
condition that can theoretical
ly continue indefinitely. MCC 
professional staff still are under 
contract, are still being paid and 
must show up to woik and do all 
woik expected of them.

PERB has taken a broad view 
of the definition of “strike” and 
has variously found work slow
downs, work-to-rule, overtime 
refusal and refusal to attend 
meetings to be unlawful strikes.

The Triborough amendment—

as it exists today—has attracted 
criticism that it deprives the gov
ernment of negotiating leverage 
over contract disputes.

In January of 2011, New 
York Assemblyman Robert 
Castelli, Republian of White 
Plains, introduced two bills 
against Triborough but they 
went nowhere and gained little 
traction even with Republicans. 
Castelli has since left office. In 
the same month an advisor to 
Governor Cuomo told the press 
that the Cuomo might seek to 
suspend Triborough. Nothing 
came of that either.

MCC Faculty Association 
President Bethany Gizzi defend
ed the law telling The Monroe 
Doctrine in an email, “without 
it, the College could completely 
wipe out all of the contractual 
provisions that have been devel
oped over the past 40 years.”
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Public 
Safety 
Report

12/9/12
• Three students smoked Marijuana in Tribune Hall

12/10/12

A Female person needed assistance in the third-floor ladies toi
let in building 5.

12/13/12
• A student’s iPhone was stolen from the marketplace.

12/14/12
• Marijuana was found in Canal Hall
• There was an argument in Canal Hall.
• A student was injured when the elevator doors shut on them 
in Building 1.

12/15/12
• Marijuana was found in Canal Hall again 

12/31/12
• A power outage occured in buildings 1,6 & 7.

1/2/13
• MCC Experienced a widespread power outage due to an off 
campus incident at 9:58am. The outage lasted approximately an 
hour and affected the entire brighton campus.

1/4/13

• A prospective MCC student became disgruntled over admis
sion procedures while talking with admissions staff members 
in 1-211. Official intervention was required.

APPEAL (cont'd pi)
are at an impasse, and appeal for 
mediation from PERB, the regula
tor for New York public upions..

A PERB mediator will visit 
MCC at a time to be determined, 
hear proposals from both sides 
and encourage resolution. The

Mediator cannot force resolution. 
Mediation is intended to facilitate 
resolution of the dispute by the ^
parties to the dispute. I

MCC contract negotiations 
have never before lasted across 
more than one academic years.

Montefiore
Inspired Medicine

Egg Donors Needed
Women ages 21-32 interested in becoming 
anonymous egg donors should contact 
Jessica at 914-997-1060 or e-mail 
EGGDONOR@MONTEFIORE.ORG.

Compensation is $8,000 upon completion of cycle.

mailto:EGGDONOR@MONTEFIORE.ORG
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A day of pomp and tradition
With all of the excitement surrounding the 57th presidential inaugmation, it’s easy to forget there 
have been many inaugurations before it. Over the years, the event has become highly formahzed, 
with the day’s scheduled events taking on almost ritualistic significance. -McCiatchy-mbune

HARHY S. TflUMAN LIBRARYiNAflONAL ARCHIVES MCT

President-elect Dwight Eisenhower, center left, and 
his wife, Mamie, leave a church in Washington, D.C. 
on the morning of his inauguration in 1953.

Morning worship service
Officially begun in 1933 with Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt’s attendance of a church service at St. John’s 
Episcopal Church (Washington quietly visited a church 
before his lirst inauguration), nearly every president since 
has decided to participate in faith services on the morning 
of the inauguration. While most presidents went to 
Protestant or other Christian churches, John F. Kennedy, 
the nation’s first Roman Catholic president, attended serv
ices at Holy Trinity Church.

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS/MCT CHUCK KENNEDY/POOL/MCT

President-elect Woodrow Wilson, left, and 
President William H.Taft share a laugh at the White 
House prior to Wilson’s inauguration in 1913.

Procession to the Capitol
Every president has had a form of procession to the 

swearing-in ceremony, but the procedure we see today 
was established in 1849 with Zachary Taylor’s inaugura
tion ceremony. After being escorted to the White House 
by the Joint Congressional Committee on Inaugural 
Ceremonies — commonly referred to as the JCCIC — the 
president-elecL vice-president-elect and their spouses are 
joined by the outgoing president and vice president to 
journey to the Capitol for the swearing-in ceremony. Most 
presidents have ridden to their inaugurations in a carriage 
or automobile. Thomas Jefferson and Andrew Jackson 
both walked to their ceremonies. In 1869, Andrew 
Johnson became the third outgoing president to not 
accompany his successor on the procession; Johnson was 
inside the White House until his term expired at noon, 
signing last-minute bills into law.

Joseph Biden, left, takes the oath of office as vice 
president at the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C., 
in 2009.

Vice president’s 
swearing-in ceremony

The Constitution specifically requires the vice presi
dent and other elected officials to step forward to take an 
oath to defend the Constitution, but unlike the presidential 
oath, it does not specify the form that oath must take.
Also unlike the presidential oath, a variety of public offi
cials can and have administered the oath to the incoming 
vice president. The oath, dictated by Congress, is the 
same one repeated by senators, representatives and other 
government officers, and has been in use since 1884. 
Since 1981, the swearing-in ceremonies have been held at 
the west front terrace of the Capitol.

ARCHITECT OF THE CAPITOLILIBRARY OF CONGRESS/MCT

President Bill Clinton delivers his address during 
his second inauguration at the U.S. Capitol in 
Washington, D.C., in 1997.

President’s swearing-in 
ceremony and inaugural address

Article II, Section 1 of the U.S. Constitution includes 
the oath of the office of president. The president is typi
cally sworn in by the chief justice of the Supreme Court 
in Iront of the Capitol, though this has ftequently changed 
due to circumstance. The oath reads:

“I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully 
execute the office of President of the United States, and 
will to the best of my ability, preserve, protect and defend 
the Constitution of the United States.”

And, of course, the president’s swearing-in ceremony 
is accompanied by the inaugural address, which is often 
the most anticipated portion of the inauguration. Though 
George Washington’s first address was lackluster, other 
addresses have set the tone for the presidency. William 
Henry Harrison gave his inaugural address — the longest 
on record — in bitterly cold and inclement weather, 
which was widely speculated to have caused his death a 
month later.

TANNEN MAURY/POOL/MCT YURI GRIPAS/POOL/MCT

Former President George W. Bush departs from 
the U.S. Capitol in a helicopter after the inaugura
tion of President Barack Obama in 2009.

Departure of the 
outgoing president

The 1889 “Handbook of Official and Social Etiquette 
and Public Ceremonies at Washington” described the cer
emony this Way:

“His departure from the Capital is attended with no 
ceremony, other than the presence of the members of his 
late Cabinet and a few officials and personal friends. The 
President leaves the Capital as soon as practicable after 
the inauguration of his successor.”

But from the start — the 1798 inauguration of John 
Adams, attended by Washington — the public has always 
paid a great deal of attention to the outgoing president. In 
recent years, newly installed presidents have accompanied 
their predecessors to a helicopter waiting to see the for
mer president and his spouse off.

President George W. Bush seats between Tricia 
Lott, wife of Sen. Trent Lott (R-Miss.) and First 
Lady Laura Bush at the 2005 Inaugural luncheon.

Inaugural luncheon
This tradition started in 1897, when the Senate 

Committee on Arrangements gave a luncheon for 
President W^illiam McKinley. Other presidents played host 
in a similar manner — in 1945, Roosevelt hosted more 
than 2,000 guests at the White House. The tradition did 
not begin in its current official form until 1953, when 
President Dwight Eisenhower and 50 other guests of the 
JCCIC ate creamed chicken, baked ham and potato puffs 
in the Old Senate Chamber. The JCCIC luncheon usually 
includes speeches, gifts from the JCCIC and toasts to the 
new administration.

NATIONAL ARCHIVES/MCT

Ronald Reagan, left, and his wife, Nancy, wave to 
the crowd from the presidential limousine during 
the 1981 Inauguration Day parade.

Inaugural parade
Going back to the first, the parade is an Inauguration 

Day standby. When the JCCIC has concluded its lunch
eon, the president and vice president will journey down 
Pennsylvania Avenue to the White House amid streamers, 
confetti and general celebration. While the first parades 
were informal affairs, James Madison was accompanied 
by cavalry during his 1809 inauguration, setting the tone 
for the future. Abraham Lincoln’s second inauguration in 
1865 — 148 years before this year’s swearing-in of 
Barack Obama — was the first time blacks were allowed 
to march in the parade.

T“^ITATi¥E SCI'IEOIILH
■ Jan. 19: Just like in 2009. the Obama and 
Biden families — as well as members of the 
president’s cabinet — will dedicate their time to / 
serving others as part of a National Day of 
Service to celebrate the legacy of Dr. Martin 
Luttier King Jr. A youth concert will be held that: 
evening at the Walter E. Washington Convention 
Center in Washington honoring the children and 
spouses of those serving in the armed forces.

■ Jan. 20: For the seventh time in U.S. history. 
Inauguration Day, mandated by the Constitution 
as January 20, falls on a Sunday. In keeping with 
previous Sunday Inauguration Days, President 
Obama and Vice President Biden will participate 
in a private swearing-in.

■ Jan. 21: A ceremonial public swearing-in 
wilt take place at the U.S. Capitol.

After the ceremony, the president attends a 
luncheon organized by the Joint Congressional 
Committee on Inaugural Ceremonies (JCCIC) In 
the Statuary Hail in the U.S. Capitol.

Following the luncheon, the inaugural parade 
will go along Pennsylvania Ave., from the steps of 
the Capitol building to the White House.

In the evening the president attends official 
balls, which are planned by the Presidential 
Inaugural Committee.

■ Jan. 22;The sworn-in president and vice 
president will participate in a prayer service at the 
Washington National Cathedral. The service will 
be webcast live at www nationalcathedral org

a

COREY LOWENSTEIN/RALEIGH NEWS & OBSERVER/MCT

First Lady Michelle Obama, left, dances with 
President Barack Obama at the President’s Home 
States Ball in 2009.

Inaugural ball
Though the practice began informally, with multiple 

balls following Washington’s first inauguration, the grow
ing number of balls necessitated the construction of dedi
cated ballrooms in Judiciary Square. Eventually, the idea 
of a single ball that could accommodate thousands of 
guests was embraced by partygoers who wished to view 
the newly swom-in president. The event was canceled for 
the first time in 1853, when Franklin Pierce wished to 
mourn the loss of his son. Sixty years later, Woodrow 
Wilson firmly canceled the inaugural ball, and the prac
tice of private parties sprang up when Warren G. Harding 
asked for a simple affair without pageantry to mark the 
occasion of his inauguration. In 1949, Harry Truman 
revived the practice of the ball, and Eisenhower’s inaugu
ration in 1953 necessitated a second ball due to great 
demand for tickets. The number of balls reached a high of 
14 during the second inauguration of President Bill 
Clinton in 1997.

SOURCE: YALE LAW SCHOOL’S AVALON PROJECT; INAUOURAL.SENATE.QOV, 201SPIC.ORO
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"Life of Pi is among me nominees for 
Ang Lee's controversial 20C5 Pim "Brokeback Mountain" was 
widely tipped to wh best picture but famously test out to' 
directed by Paul Haggis. "Pi" is nominated for 11 av

Dw

V
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Quvenzhane Wallis is the youngest person ever nominated for 
best actress. She was 9 at the time of her acc-airned perfor
mance in "Beasts of the Southern Wild." Heimer Benn Zeitlin 
IS also norninated for best director

■

Quentin Tarantinos "Django Unchaif.ed" '-s up for besl-picture 
Regardless of its fortunes, you can be sure that wjttim months 
thousands of students wsi! have written pat»rs h^inning 
go Unchained h an example of a postiriortern movie"

The last movie from Katherine Bigelow and writer Mark Boat 
won best picture. "Zero Dark Ttiirty" is nominated in rturrieious 
categories and under Senate review over allcigations tlie fiirn-

Photo aetiits. top to bottom:
» "Life of Pt." (20th Con tut y Fox/MC Tf 
» (Muiy Cylhthki/Counesy Fox Searchliglii/MC0 
» (Andrew Cooper/The Wemtem Comfmy/MCTf 
» ihonyPictutos/MCTj 

For the Monroe Doctrine
» Layout, graphics, design & additional research by John Z. 
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Oscar nominations raise eyebrows
Cary Darling

Ft WO=?TH STAR-TELEGRAM (MCT)

Coniing off a vear of sur- 
pri.singiy hig })o\-<>ffK’e and a 
st-a-^on of inox ie'i that has eren- 
t-rated a fair sharo of contro- 
\‘tr,sy, the* .Academy of'Motion 
Picture .\ris and Sciences 
opted tor unpi'edictabili- 
ty in its list of nominations 
for the s,,oth annual .Academy 
Av% arsis, announced Thursda}'. 
N'o tiouljt there were a lot of 
unexjseeietJ smiles and cuns- 
es acros.s Hollywood as the 
names of the lucky vsei'e read.

Sure, as expected. Sttnen 
Spielberg’s ('nil War saga, 
■'Lincoln" 'which received 
12 nonunathjns;, Kathryn 
Bigelow’.', rhromrie of Osama 
bm Laden’s takedown, "Zero 
Dark Thirty." arid Ben 
Afflet k’.s Iranian-tiristage 
thriller. ‘.\rgo," are three of 
the nine films up for best 
j'licrure. But tiiey’ie compet
ing agam.st the low-budget 
inrJie "Beast.s of the Soiitltern 
Wild"-—-the fust k-atiire from 
din»rtur Benh Zeithn- and 
the French-latigijage dratna 
aboiit <dd age and de< line, 
"Arnoiir.’’ from .Au.striaii direc
ts a .Miehe.d Hrmeke

And, while it’.s ntH a shotk 
that .Ang Lee’s eoiorfiii lak* 
of .surtHai at sea. "Life of Pi." 
1' also a contejider," I hat it is 
nearly nmiiiog net k-and-neek 
with ‘Lincoln" bv nabbing 11 
norriiijatiorw. is noteworthy.

Th<-n iheres "Silvt'r Linings 
Pi-ijbook" vshlt h wa,-. espei ted 
to rn <-ive some praise hut it s 
up m all the major rategoiies 
Hi* iudliig lH'»t pleture, b«'^f

actor (Bradley Cooper), best 
actress (.Jennifer Lavvi'ence), 
best .supporting actor (Robert 
De Niro), best support
ing actress (Jacki Weaver), 
and best director (David O. 
Rus.sell),

“Beasts” not only shocked 
with its best picture inclu.sion, 
U-year-old star Quvenzhane 
Wallis is up for best actress 
and Zeitlin is now in the run
ning to pick up a best dii'ector 
statue on Oscar night. In other 
year.s, a film like “Amour” 
might has'e just lieen relegat
ed to the Foreign-Language 
(.ategory, where it is indeed 
nominated. Yet it’.s also up tor 
Lmmanuel Riva for actress.

Just as eyebrow-raising was 
what was left out. No best 
director mentions fiir .\ff1<’ek. 
Bigelow, or Tom Hooper ( "l.e.s 
Miserafiles") even tiiough 
their films are in the run
ning fill' best picture. No act
ing nomination for .John 
Hawkes in "’rhe .Sessions” 
as many thoutdit he would 
h<‘ a lock. No Ix-si picture or 
director acknovvledgment liir 
"The .Vla.stcr," (.inly an orig
inal SI, reenplav nominal ion 
ff)f "Moonri.se Kingdom," and 
zilcli lixr "Pile Dark Knight 
Rises" It wa.s e\en .sliut oul 
in the techniial lategories 
That's gotta hurt.

Tile Ai'ademv didni let 
the raiiai < (introvi'r.sy o\er 
Duenlln Tai ant mo’s .slat e- 
era r«’vengt< action-inovie, 
"Django I'nchained," d<‘ter It 
h’oin nominating it fi>r best 
picture bill ev Indcd il from 
most of the other majoi cat

egories except for Christopli 
Waltz for supporting actor.

Other nominations went 
just as expected: Daniel Day- 
Lewis for Itest actor, Sally 
F'ield for be.st actress and 
Tommy Lee Jones for sup
porting actor in “Lincoln”; 
Joaquin Phoenix for laest actor 
and I’hilip Seymour Hoffman 
f<>r supporting actor in “ rhe 
Master"; and Naomi Watts as 
a traumatized tsunami survi
vor in “The Impossible.”

When it ctimes down to it, 
it’.s doul'tful that the Academy 
will lie quite as adventurous 
when it names the winners. 
This .seems to be the year fiir 
“Lincoln.’ It’s a lag, stately 
Spielberg film, steeped m his
torical importance yet basing 
rolesance to s\hat's going on 
today. It’s already been named 
the film of the year by tlie 
National Board of lies iesv and 
,\l’l Let's see lioss it fares 
•Simdav at the (Jolden Cdohes.

As wonderful as "F.ineolrr 
is, it’s a safe ihoii'e, frei’ 
from the raging jiolitical 
deliate.s stiiToimding' "Zero 
Dark ’rinrty” and "Django 
l.incliained," the dejiressmg 
mes'italiilitV ol “Amour," and 
the coufiaiiKlmg magic;al-real
ist fesvr dream' of "Bca.sl.s uf 
the Soutiiern Wild,”

W(>’ll see it the Academy 
.still lias the aliility to surpiise 
when the .statues are handed 
out I'el), '2T‘.

More information;
* hifp://()Kc:;ii ()o corn 

I Fob 24 /{■! /4pm 
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Best .Supporting Actor
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1,1111 (ihi
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Naomi Waft's 
7 hr hti^iinMh/r
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/ llurdn
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/.,)/(’ (»/ / V
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Make your connection with student clubs, organizations
John Z. WaHhall

EDITOR IN CHIEF 
Student clubs and organiza

tions are the missing link to get
ting ahead in life. If you want to 
succeed in your career you really 
need to join a student organiza
tion. It’s not optional.

If you want to work in media

and you don’t work on the 
Monroe Doctrine or at WMCC, if 
you want to be a deaf interpreter 
and you don’t join the ASL club, 
if you want to work in the hospi
tality industry but don’t join the 
hospitality club, etc, the first thing 
prospective employers are going 
to think is that you’re not serious.

You are serious, aren’t you? 
The landscape right now is very 
competative. To get what you 
want you have to reach out and 
get off your seat and do some
thing to get it. Besides, you’ll 
enjoy it, after all you’re here to 
learn how to do what you already 
love, right?

Organi2:ations
MONROE DOCTRINE
Student Newspaper
■ 3-134 (Brighton)
(3) 585 292 2540

CabbagesTERARY AND ARTS O jLITERARY AND ARTS

MAGAZINE Kings
Literary Magazine
a 3-131 (Brighton) 
0) 585 292 2575

Student Government
3-127 (Brighton)

0) 585 292 2546

Student Radio
I 3-137 (Brighton) 
CS) 585 292 2541

^PHiTHFJA KAPPA
HONOR SOCIETY

Honor Society
a 3-133 (Brighton) 
0) 585 292 2567

tF-
Human Rights Advocacy
a 3-138k (Brighton)
0) 585 292 3654

Brighton Clubs
Wrica United
\merican Sign Language
\nime Club
\uto Club
WVARE
3ASIC (Brothers and Sisters in 
hrist)

liology Club 
Slack Student Union 
ireakdance Club 
abbages & Kings 
ampus Activities Board 
ampus Ambassadors 
eltic Society 
hinese Culture Club 
inema Society 
omic Creators Club 
lectronic Gaming Society 
ngineering Leadership Council 
lobaJ Union
rupo de Capoeira Mandinga 
ealth Information Technology 
olocaust Genocide & Human Rights

By joining a student club or 
organization today you’ve in one 
act put yourself ahead of almost 
everyone else. You’ll develop per
sonal and leadership skills and 
sharpen your talent.

We’ve included this list of all 
clubs and organizations chartered 
at MCC, join one (or more) today!

Contact Info
Because clubs can be 

assigned new offices each 
semester, see the office of 
Student Life and Leadership 
Development for club contact 
information.

Organizations have the perma
nent offices and phone numbers

Honors Council 
Hospitality Club 
Math Club 
Mini Baja 
Monroe Doctrine 
Muslim Student Association 
Outdoor Activities Unlimited 
Peer Assistant Network 
Phi Theta Kappa 
Philosophy Club 
Psychology Club 
Radiology Club 
SciFi & Fantasy 
Spanish Club
Student American Dental Hygienist's 
Association (SADHA)
Student Art Organizaton 
Student Government Association 
Student Music Association 
Student Nurses' i 
THE Club 
Travel & Tourism 
Veterans' Club 
WMCC

Campus Ambassadors Club 
Criminal Justice 
Honorable Women Club 
Human Service Club 
Men Of Excellence 
Paralegal Club 
Pride Alliance Club 

^ SEGA

.Student Li

1
Student life day is on 
February 6.

I Learn more about how 
i to join a club, what 
the clubs are and how 

I they can help you get 
jahead.^ ^

FROM THE DOCTRINE TESTING LABORATORIES
Touchscreen gloves, do they work?

John Z. Walthall

EDITOR IN CHIEF

One of the worst frustrations 
of modern life comes from the 
proliferation of capacitive touch
screens. Although far more pre
cise than resistive touch screens 
which require applying more 
physical force, capactive touch 
screens depend on the conduc
tivity of the finger. Gloves block 
the electrical field and prevent 
the touch screen from working.

One way to cure this problem 
is by using a stylus, easily lost 
or forgotten and definitely not 
in vogue.

Enterprising manufacturers 
have come up with gloves that 
have conductive thread sewn or 
woven into the fingertips.

In our testing the Isotoner- 
made gloves did basically work, 
we were able to slide and swipe 
and type, albeit slowly and with 
a higher than average number of 
typing errors.

The key problem was getting 
the patch of conductive mate
rial to line up with the area 
on screen. This was, of course, 
much more difficult with small 
icons and keys, broad motions, 
like turning the pages of a digi
tal magazine tended to work 
better.

The gloves can be had for as 
little as $19.99 from many area 
big-box and department stores. 
However, deluxe models such 
a model from Gasper Gloves 
made ftom super-premium cash- 
mere-lined “hairy pony skin’’ 
leather and the entire palm and 
finger leather made of the sen
sitive can go as high as $295. 
Although, it did look like an 
oven mitt.

The basic technology works 
however precision is iffy so 
we don’t recommend investing 
major money, particularly con^ 
sidering how many gloves turn 
up in lost-and-founds each year.

photos by Jim Batchelder
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LETTER TQ THE EOITOR
Don’t yet call it “Impasse”, negotiators say

Mr Editor:
Bethany Gizzi and I serve as 

chief negotiators for the Faculty 
Association and the College, 
respectively.

We wanted you to understand 
that the headline used in today’s 
MD may create some confusion 
for your readers.

The headline, “Faculty 
Negotiations at Impasse” is inac
curate. Impasse is a legal term in 
contract negotiations that is used 
after one or both parties official
ly invoke a legal process found

[Editors Note: Shortly after 
Mses. Cecero and Gizzi contacted 
the paper, MCC Administration 
declared impasse as described in 
the letter and appealed to PERB.

The Doctrine stands by the 
original wording. The Monroe 
Doctrine is a generalist newspaper 
and written in vernacular English. 
Headlines are always written in a 
compressed style.

In terms of common usage

in NYS law, seeking the assis
tance of the Public Employees 
Relations Board.

Of course, as you know, 
impasse can also mean a situation 
in which no progress is possible. 
We would also suggest that since 
both sides are still meeting, that 
definition is also not accurate. 
We remain committed to work
ing to get a fair and sustainable 
contract.

— Diane Cecero and
Bethany Gizzi, 121 101 12

“impasse” is often used rather 
more liberally than in the diction
ary, consistent with overall trends 
of contemporary English.

“Impasse” is and was, there
fore, a fair assessment regardless 
of these concerns. We do not at 
all feel that the readership will 
be confused by false compari
son against arcane legal terms nor 
constrained by excessively literal 
reading.]

Tales of a 44-year old freshman
Stephanie Leary

PROVISIONAL WRITER 
For the first couple of weeks of 

the spring semester, I didn’t know 
what all the double takes and 
strange looks I was getting from 
some of the other students were 
about. Was there a piece of meat 
in my teeth? Did I forget to use 
deodorant? Was there a foreign 
object hanging from my nose? On 
more than one occasion, I found 
myself stealthily slipping into the 
bathroom to make sure I wasn’t 
committing a social faux pas.

Then it suddenly dawned on 
me. OMG! They think I’m old. 
How could I have missed it? I’m 
as old as most of their parents 
and probably have more gray hair 
than some of their grandparents. 
But am I old??!!

Shortly after that revelation, I 
began to notice the looks some 
of my professors were giving me. 
After telling a story about the 
‘70’s or ‘80’s, they’d throw a 
slight head nod or smile my way 
like we were members of the 
same geriatric secret society or 
club. Unbelievable. They saw me

as one of them. Wow. How did I 
get here?

I’ll admit it: I’m not as hip as 
I used to be. I don’t like Drake 
and I didn’t even know who Trey 
Songz was until a girl in PHO 
106 lab disbelievingly and slow
ly explained it to me. Not to 
mention, I am definitely not the 
most computer savvy individual. 
I thought enabling cookies was 
when the Oreos let the Chips 
Ahoy drink too much. But am I 
old??!!

It may seem strange to the 
younger generation but I don’t 
feel old. I mean, sure, I don’t 
move as fast as I did in my 20’s 
and I take a lot more naps but I’ve 
noticed a positive change since 
coming to MCC. When I walk 
into a classroom or raise my hand 
to voice my opinion, unstoppa
ble creative juices are flowing 
through my body. I feel young 
and spry and I have no doubt that 
I’m right where I belong.

So, when you see me walk
ing down the hall, carrying a 
backpack full of knowledge, don’t 
hate. I’m gettin’ my education on 
and loving every minute of it.

B \Fi nriTiN I ur of

Letters to the editor should be submit IcJ bv email or puper mail I'nirn (imetolinie The f 

Doclrii^ may publish a selection of leitcr'; 1 ciicrs nia\ be edited lor stvle. brevi

ty and publication standards. All subnnssions become property of 1 he Monroe Doctrine. 

Letters should pertaiti to topics oi'interest to ihc MCC Cmnmumtv.

Gun Control talk is mere distraction
)ohn Z. Walthall
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Gun control is a political fanta
sy. I do not mean merely that “gun 
control” is wrong. “Gun rights” 
are also wrong. The entire thing 
is a wrong-headed non sequitur 
and has nothing to do with reality 
at all. It is very unlikely that wish
ing guns away will have much of 
an effect on gun ownership and 
it will probably have even less 
effect on violent crime.

Although this seems paradoxi
cal, consider various other social 
ills we have tried to wish away 
through banning: child pornogra
phy, gambling, alcoholism, pros
titution and drug abuse all come 
to mind. In each case, there have 
not at all been the desired results 
and the latter three cases, there 
have resulted terrible, pernicious 
effects far more destructive than 
the original problem; banning 
has unnecessarily engendered 
horrific violence, destroyed per
haps millions of innocent lives 
and contributed to the partial or 
complete corruption of civil soci
ety at home and abroad. Alcohol 
prohibition was so horrendously 
destructive that we repealed it 
and it seems probable that a simi
lar fate awaits the war on drugs 
within our lifetimes.

There have been various 
efforts to scientifically correlate 
gun control laws with a reduc
tion or lack of a reduction in the 
rate of violent crime. The results 
are ambiguous; as is typical of 
politics, the left and the right 
construe exactly the same data to 
mean opposite things. The entire 
question falls outside the scope of 
science, though. Both the left and 
the right are guilty of deliberately 
ignoring reality in favor of scor
ing partisan points.

This political dysfunction 
has now moved into danger
ous territory. Real gun control 
would require repealing or mod
ifying the second amendment. 
Regardless of all other consider
ations this is a very risky thing 
to do. The first ten amendments 
are supposed to be sacrosanct. 
We call them the “bill of rights” 
for a reason. They are supposed 
to be inviolable. Attacking the 
second amendment establishes a 
lethal precedent. If the second 
amendment falls other, far more 
important amendments like the 
first, fourth and fifth which pro
tect against the establishment of 
a totalitarian state are cast into 
doubt. Even if gun control was 
certain to be effective this would 
be a compelling argument against 
establishing it in the final calculus.

If all questions of gun con
trol are so fundamentally irreal, 
why do our politics fixate on 
them? Because it is a “thing”. 
Addressing the real causes of 
school shootings, or any other 
type of violence, is horribly dif
ficult. Whenever a crisis occurs, 
the public wants politicians to “do 
something about it”. Some types 
of problems cannot be addressed 
effectively by public policy at all 
but declaring that the rational 
decision is to do “nothing” has 
never been an effective re-elec
tion strategy.

The unfortunate reality is that 
there is no black and white rea
son why mass shootings happen. 
They are a general symptom of 
21®* century American culture 
with its rampant consumerism, 
disengagement with public life 
and widespread egocentricity to 
a degree that would make Ayn 
Rand blush.

The television screen is the 
mirror of a culture, what is seen 
there could alarm anyone. The 
way News covers these shootings 
should terrify everyone. Harris 
and Klebold established a tem
plate that has been used over and 
over. If you were desperate for 
personal validation, what would 
you do to attract the attention of 
the television eye?

ODIN. ifciaiaf/aam

About that Trillion Dollar 
Coin... Suppose the Treasury 
decided to mint a platinum coin 
that actually was worth a trillion 
dollars as opposed to be merely 
denominated as such?

At time of writing, platinum 
is worth $l,597/troy oz. A tril
lion dollars worth is 626,174,067 
troy ounces. That’s 21,496 tons. 
If the coin were one foot square 
it would be over six miles thick.

On the plus side, it wouldn’t 
need a security detail. Space 
permitting you could park it on 
the national mall and the big
gest concern would be it falling 
through the pavement to China.
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Rise above your peers with 
MCC’s Honors Program

Kirsten Fragnoil

DEAN, LIBERAL ARTS

Have you wondered how, 
in this very competitive world, 
you can stand out among your 
peers and “be seen” by poten
tial employers and transfer col
leges? Are you trying to prepare 
to transfer to a selective four 
year institution that expects you 
to be ready for a challenging 
program? The skills and experi
ences you need to open doors are 
offered through the MCC Honors 
Institute. Taking Honors courses 
will give you the opportunity to 
develop your skills in a small 
class setting that lets you make 
strong connections with other stu
dents and with your faculty so 
that you can realize your poten
tial.

Honors courses set you apart 
because they help you develop the 
skills that employers and selective 
colleges are looking for: com
munication skills, research and

analytical skills, critical thinking 
and adaptability, leadership, cul
tural awareness, organizational 
skills, problem solving and team- 
woric. Plus, Honors courses offer 
opportunities to learn in active 
and exciting ways - some courses 
include travel, attendance at cul
tural and community events or 
interesting guest speakers.

All Honors courses guarantee 
you the individual attention and 
mentoring you need to get ahead 
and help you to connect to a com
munity of talented, creative stu
dents and faculty who will chal
lenge you to be your best self and 
help you to reach your goals.

Stand out among your peers! 
Contact the Honors Office and 
find out how to enroll in an 
Honors course!

More infomnation:
® monroecc.edu/go/honors 
(3) 585 292 3351

honorstudies@monroecc.edu

Student & institutional 
discounts are crucial, 
underrated money saver

Stephanie Leary

PROVISIONAL WRITER
In today’s economy, with 

job security coming down and 
prices going up, a lot of con
sumers have had to resort to 
not only penny pinching but 
also to extreme couponing 
and couch digging for change. 
Unfortunately, one tool to com
bat the high cost of living isn’t 
highly publicized and remains 
largely unused: discounts.

An easily accessible source 
for discounts is the internet. 
According to blogger Joel 
Heifer, all types of hidden dis
counts can be found online for 
almost every product or service 
that interests you. While visit
ing their website, check for dis
counts or either contact them 
by email to inquire about spe
cial deals.

AAA, the American 
Automobile Association, sup
plies their members with a print
able directory which lists over 
200 participating local, nation
al and international business
es that offer discounts. Extra 
savings can be found wheth
er you’re shopping for clothes.

need a carwash, desperate for a 
cup of coffee or splurging for a 
night out on the town.

MCC and Damon City 
Campus Center Services have 
discounted movie tickets for the 
Little, Regal and Tinseltown 
Theaters. They also offer kids 
and adult seasonal tickets for 
Seabreeze and Darien Lake. As 
students, you can get an addi
tional discount at some area 
movie theaters, like the Little, 
which has $5 tickets, Sunday 
through Thursday.

The almighty dollar may not 
be worth what it once was but 
it’s still as important as ever to 
get your money’s worth. 
American Automobile Assn 
® westerncentralny.aaa.com 
(D 800 836 2582

Brighton Campus Center
® is.gd/nebeva 
0) 585 292 2517

Damon City Campus Center
(?) is.gd/tixomo 
0) 585 262 1740

The Little Cinemas
(?) thelittle.org 
(3) 585 258 0444

• You can purchase meal 
plans with financial 
aid? Call 292-2517

• Auditions for the MCC 
spring play, “Picasso 
at the Lapin Agile” 
are January 29-31 Call 
Heather Fox at 292- 
3317.

• Chartered MCC Clubs 
and student organiza
tions advertise in this 
paper for free? Call 
292-2540 for info.

COLLEGE

SUITES

THIS WAY
to the

Suite Life
Designed with today’s student in mind, 

College Suites offers an atmosphere 

where residents can sit back and 

live, learn, and relax. College Suites 

provides the convenience and quality 

of life you need to focus on balancing 

your academic & social life.

Attention Students Transferring to 
SUNY Brockport 
SU NY Cortland 

SUNY Plattsburgh
Need a place to live? WeVe got you covered!

Now Accepting Applications 
for 2013-20141

■

APARTMENT AMENITIES
_ Fully-Furnished Rooms 
_ Private Bedrooms 
_ Fully Applianct’d 
_ Spacious Baths 
_ Free Cable & Internet 
_ All Inclusive Utilities 
.Central Air*

Energy Star Appliances

COMMON AREA AMENITIES
_ Fitness Center 
_ Cafe*/Student Lounge 

_ 24-Flour Group Study Areas 
_ Game Room & Media Room 
_ Laundry Facilities 
_ 24-Flour On-Site Security 
_ Wi-Fi Internet 
_ Free Printing

PHONE 1.877.MYCS.101 
WEB MyCoUegeSuites.com

College Suites at Plattsburgh

THE SUITE STUFF YOU’RE SURE TO LOVE
_ Affordable Option 
_ Apartment Style Living 
_ Free Parking
L Summer Hold-Over & Storage*
_ Shuttle Service*
_ Close Proximity to Campus 
_ Community Manager Program

*Vary by Location

facebook.com/mycoUegesuites

mailto:honorstudies@monroecc.edu
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