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Mad Bookout visits MCC
“Teen Mom” star offers life advice

VANESSA CHEEKS

ASSOCIATE WRITER

Maci Bookout, star of the hit 
reality show Teen mom on MTV 
arrived at Mbnroe Community 
College on April 18. Bookout 
talked about her time on the real
ity show and how it changed her 
life She also talked about how she 
struggled to balance her educa
tion with motherhood but perse
vered, something all teen moth
ers and struggling students could 
relate to.

“Finally being yourself is such 
a relief ... figure out what you 
actually want for your life.” said 
Bookout as she described finding 
the courage to end her cycle of 
bad relationships, buckle-down in 
school and stand on her own.

photo by Marla Karol

continued on page 2

Liberal Arts program 
offers planning benefits
Benefits can become drawback for procrastinators

LEANNA POUCH

LIFESTYLES EDITOR

Benjamin Landau-Beispel, 23, recently graduated from 
Harvard but has found trouble Hnding work in the current 
economy so he works part-time as a janitor in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania.
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The Liberal Arts Program gen
erally allows student to complete 
the first two years of a four- 
year bachelor degree, 
in preparation for a 
transfer.

Students currently 
in the program said 
the program is help
ful because they are 
unsure about their 
career path. The 
Liberal Arts program 
allows these students 
to advance their cred
its, while they make 
a decision. However 
some students pro
crastinate.

MCC Interim Dean 
of Liberal Arts Kristen Fragnoli

said students must avoid a passive 
attitude to gain the most from the 
program and urges students to 
seek advisement early on. “The 
best way is to make the effort 
to work with faculty advisors as 

you go through the 
Liberal Arts pro
gram, getting that 
guidance and input 
on how courses 
connect and how 
to build a degree 
that has coherence 
and meaning as 
you transfer on” 
Fragnoli said.

First year stu
dent, Jesse Moses, 
finds that config
uring schedules 
on her own works 
best.

continued on page 2

■opinion

Competitive job 
market demands 
more than just 
an educated 
worker

VANESSA CHEEKS

ASSOCIATE WRITER

Jobs are hard to come by dur
ing tough economic times, as 
employers look for well-educated, 
highly qualified candidates.

Students looking to succeed in 
the competivie market are find
ing themselves eyeball-deep in 
student loans and still not have 
enough work quialifying experi
ence.

With the job market increas
ingly competitive, it is crucial that 
students unable to find work in 
their chosen field look for alterna
tives to set themselves apart from 
the competition. This is where 
internships come into play.

More than just a point toward 
your GPA or gold star on a tran
script, internships can offer nec
essary real-world work experience 
with the wiggle room to hone pro
fessional skills on an educational 
platform rather than on the job.

At Monroe Community 
College there are many ways

to search and apply for intern
ships. One way is through the Job 
Connection page on the MCC 
website.

Students can also obtain intern
ships outside normal channels and 
apply for independent study with 
a faculty sponsor.

continued on page 4

Jesse Moses, student.
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mention at model UN
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BOOKOUT

The talk comes during a cru
cial time for the show itself. MTV 
has been under heavy fire from 
some teen development experts 
because of the message that they 
say it sends to teen girls every
where.

ABC News aired a report on 
February 11 claiming young girls 
have deliberately gotten pregnant 
to audition for the show, some 
thinking that it could lead to 
fame much like Bookout’s.

Recent studies by the 
Guttmacher Institute show the 
number of teen pregnancies 
dropped steadily over the past 
40! years.

Despite any negative attention, 
Bookout’s message was positive 
and emphasized personal success 
and happiness and how it leads 
ultimately to the happiness of 
one’s children and family “Never 
stop” said Maci,in a phrase that 
summed up her advice perfectly 
and which all students could take 
to heart.

ALEX KATES

NEWS EDITOR

Monroe Community College’s 
Model United Nations program 
won an award on April 2 during 
a week-long conference on global 
issues.

MCC was awarded a presti
gious honorable mention for their 
work representing the Central 
Asian and former U.S.S.R. coun
try of Uzbekistan.

Students competed in seven 
different committees discussing 
topics such as illegal weapons 
trade, sustainable development 
and censorship.

The five-day confer
ence plunges delegations into 
intense debate as each commit
tee attempts to write a resolution, 
a document outlining solutions or 
intent. Students begin by collect
ing allies and forming blocs, and 
later negotiate mergers and alli

ances to gain the necessary sup
port to pass their resolutions.

Students expressed satisfac
tion with the experience. “Model 
U.N. exceeded my expectations 
and gave me a chance to push 
myself to become a better public 
speaker, student and citizen of the 
world.’’ said Karl Moreland, an 
MCC delegate.

Over five thousand students

from all over the world partic
ipate in a simulated U.N. ses
sion. Colleges are assigned a U.N. 
member-state, then delegates rep
resent that country’s interests with 
through rigorous composition and 
frequent public speaking.

The closing ceremonies of the 
conference are held in the General 
Assembly Hall of the United 
Nations Headquarters. The ses

sion’s top preforming schools are 
awarded for remaining in charac
ter through the competition and 
collaborative and cooperative 
work with other nations in com
mittee.

The Model U.N. program at 
MCC offers elements of both an 
honors class and a club. The pro
gram develops students’ leader
ship, research and critical think
ing skills.

Students had theopportunity to 
meet with various U.N. officials 
during the opening ceremonies, 
such as Uzbekistan’s permanent 
representative to the U.N., Murad 
Askarov.

JOIN NEXT YEAR'S 
DELEGATION
Call (585) 292-2534 or visit: 
monroecc.ed/go/modelun at 
the MCC website for details.

LIBERAL ARTS

“I go in to advisement, but 
I don’t really use it as much as 
some people do. I do a lot of the 
research online, looking at the 
courses, professors and times and 
making my entire schedule before 
I go to advisement” said Moses.

Students like humanities- 
major Brittney Wingerden agree 
in describing the advisement pro
cess as confusing. “I keep going in 
there, but it’s definitely easier look
ing it up by yourself at this point. 
A lot of times they’re just trying 
to get you to do regular classes 
... but I feel like you shouldn’t 
be filling your entire schedule 
with required class- ^ 
es, you should at 
least have classes 
on something your 
trying to look into” 
said Wingerden.

Both Wingerden 
and Moses agree, 
the key to utiliz
ing the program is 
to find classes that 
interest you or per
tain to your possi
ble career choices 
and simultaneous- B 
ly fulfill the general education 
requirements.

Frangoli adds that students 
must keep an eye out for the 
future. “The program builds you 
as a well rounded person, pre
paring you with skills you would 
bring out in the work force or in 
your next degree. Skills like writ
ing, critical thinking, speaking 
[and] understanding the world and 
other cultures” said Fragnoli.

Moses said the program also 
allows students to save money 
while they remain undecided. 
“Liberal Arts is specifically for 
students transferring, taking time 
to figure out what you [want to] 
do and not spending $20,000 a 
year at some other college” Moses 
explained.

Though Wingerden and Moses 
alike think opportunity to com
plete the first two years at MCC 
is a more economical solution, 
Wingerden thinks the program’s

"I like the transfer 
office better because 
they make sure you 
have what you need 
to transfer. Making 
sure my classes are 
more applicable to 
what I'm doing."
JESSE MOSES
Liberal Arts & Social Sciences

malleability has the possibility to 
work against students. Fragnoli 
says advisement is the key to com
bat a negative outcome. “When 
students don’t seek that advise
ment , that flexibility, which can 
help build a perfect program for 
yourself, [it] can be a potential pit- 
fall if students try to do the whole 
program without guidance” said 
Fragnoli.

Still, Moses claims the program 
works for undecided students. “At 
first I didn’t know what I wanted 
to do coming into MCC, this was 
my year to figure out exactly what 
I wanted to do, or at least the 

^ next step.” Moses 
said.

For students 
still discover
ing their interests 
Fragnoli suggests 
connecting with 
a faculty advi
sor who can help 
them understand 
the different aca
demic areas. 
“There are career 
transfer advisors 

“ who can work 
with Liberal Arts students and 
Faculty Advisors. If you’re a stu
dent and you know what four-year 
school you want to go to and you 
know what your transferring into, 
then the transfer advisor is going 
to be a more clear path to help 
you with that transfer goal” said 
Fragnoli.

Fragnoli advises student to 
establish a relationship with an 
Advisor in order to fulfill require
ments and investigate four year 
schools to transfer to, be sure 
classes are transferable, and 
research internships and programs 
available.

“I like the transfer office better 
because they make sure you have 
what you need to transfer. Making 
sure my classes are more applica
ble to what I’m doing” said Moses.

MCC Career and Transfer 
Center is located in room 3-108. 
The Advisement Center is located 
in 1-231.

March for Trayvon Martin held Downtown
NIAMBE TOMLINSON

ASSOCIATE WRITER

The Million-Hoodie-March 
for Trayvon Martin was held at 
the Liberty Pole in downtown 
Rochester on Sunday, March 25.

Over one thousand 
Rochestarians gathered in 
honor of the 17-year-old African 
American boy fatally shot in 
Sanford, Florida.

The march opened with 
a prayer and a scripture read

ing. Afterwards, hooded attend
ees formed a large crowd and 
marched from Liberty Pole 
Way to City Hall Voices rang 
through the crowd with renditions 
of African-American folk songs 
while others chanted slogans and 
held signs reading “Honk if you 
want justice.”

At City Hall Mayor Tom 
Richards thanked protestors for 
participating. He said the march 
was one of the largest gatherings 
that ever occurred in Rochester.

Young participant holds sign.
photo by Niambe Tomlinson

Rustic Village 
towing parking 
violators

JOE GIRO

GUEST WRITER

Rustic Village Apartments 
issued a statement to Public 
Safety regarding illegally parked 
vehicles at their complex.

Parking violations at Rustic 
Village occur in the three park
ing lots closest to East Henrietta 
Road where a growing number 
of unauthorized student vehicles 
forced Rustic Village to take 
action.

Grounds Dept. Supervisor 
Greg Carr was placing “No 
Parking” notes warning students. 
“So far it’s 60 since January 23, 
and I’ve spent a lot of man-hours 
up there,” Carr said. “It’s a lot of 
money out of our pocket because 
I get paid to do a job here, not 
[to] monitor parking.”

Facilities Manager Matt 
Elliott said it has been frustrat
ing, “It is complete and utter 
frustration in our part to monitor 
a problem we didn’t create. Cars 
are starting to be towed because 
the enforcement of someone 
else’s problem should not be our 
responsibility.”

In Fall 2010, MCC raised 
the price for parking permits 
from $30 to $70 to park in the 
Brighton campus lots.

Montefiore
inspired Medicine

Egg Donors Needed
Women ages 21-32 interested in becoming 
anonymous egg donors should contact 
Jessica at 914-997-1060 or e-mail 
EGGDONOR@MONTEFIORE.ORG.

Compensation is $8,000 upon completion of cycle.

mailto:EGGDONOR@MONTEFIORE.ORG
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Resume writing a key aspect 
for a succesful hiring process

VANESSA CHEEKS

ASSOCIATE WRITER

Once again students are com
pleting their education at Monroe 
Community College and head
ing toward graduation on June 2. 
Some are going on to four-year 
universities while others are pre
paring for the workforce armed 
with hope and hopefully, a great 
resume.

Students often overlook the 
importance of a resume and 
cover letter and many go on 
to apply for jobs without really 
knowing how big a role they play 
in the hiring process. “Anybody 
going into work right now is 
going to have to know how to 
write a resume because the job 
market is such you’ll be chang
ing jobs every two, three, five 
years. Not knowing how to write

a cover letter or resume will 
put someone at an extreme dis
advantage,” says Pam Miller, 
career counselor and assistant 
professor at Monroe Community 
College. While there are many 
tools out there to help you easily 
list your work history and edu
cational information, very few 
of those tools actually assist in 
the creation of a resume that 
grabs the attention of potential 
employers.

The most common mistakes 
are often the smallest. It is 
important to remember to always 
have a cover letter that is spe
cific to the job and company 
you are sending your resume 
to. The cover letter allows your 
personality to shine through, 
while your resume highlights 
your work history or job skills 
learned. Proof reading and revis

ing are essential, as is organiza
tion and honesty when detail
ing your accomplishments and 
duties at previous jobs.

Correct contact information 
and format are key for both. The 
Career Center at MCC offers 
resume workshops each semester 
as well as an online guide. Career 
Coach, on the MCC webpage. 
One of the most valuable servic
es offered is the resume review, 
allowing students to bring in 
their own personal resumes to 
be revised and corrected by the 
Career Center staff.

Students are encouraged to 
take full advantage of the ser
vices offered at MCC before 
they graduate. A complete list 
of future workshop dates can be 
found online or at the Brighton 
Campus’ Career Services Center 
located in the atrium.

Talent show shows MCC’s diversity
KELLY BYNES

ASSOCIATE WRITER

Students exhibited their talents at True Expressions 
through the Arts, in the MCC Theatre April 24.

The Dialogues on Diversity Committee hosted 
the event to encourage the MCC community to cel
ebrate its similarities and differences through self- 
expression.

Students and faculty auditioned to expose their 
unique gifts and compete in two different categories: 
Performance and Voice.

With a total of 20 participants, the diversity was 
both audible and visible. “One of our goals as the 
Dialogues on Diversity Committee is to highlight 
how diversity is in everything and everywhere,” 
stated Nicole Williams, member of the Dialogues on 
Diversity Committee. “They are universal.”

“I love talent show audiences because they’ll 
cheer halfway through your song,” reflects Fiona 
DePaul, first place winner in the Voice category. 
“It’s cool. They’re so interactive.”

It wasn’t just the crowd cheering the contestants

on. “It was interesting because when it’s a competi
tion, people have a tendency to be more aggressive,” 
commented Shalym Nater, student committee mem
ber and performance judge. “Even during the audi
tions, everybody stayed to encourage each other.”

Two outside performances were featured during 
the event. FuturPointe displayed incredible talents as 
six dances moved effortlessly across the stage. The 
culturally diverse group, led by Guy Thome, is known 
for a fusion of art forms, namely contemporary dance.

The Eastern Travelers also amazed the audience 
with Native American Pow-wha singing and dmm- 
ming, including men’s and women’s traditional danc
ing. Every footstep claimed pride in their culture.

Second place winner in the Performance cat
egory was Angel Perez with a break dance called 
“Levels.” In first place in the Performance category 
was Joneice Smith with a dance tribute to Michael 
Jackson’s “Billy Jean.”

In the Voice category, the second place winner 
was Shatrece Cordero with “Your Daddy’s Son” 
from the show, “Ragtime.” The first place winner in 
the Voice category was Fiona DePaul with an origi
nal vocal and keyboard piece, “Happy Endings.”

AUTO CLUB UPCOMING SCHEDULE
May 19 -Open Shop
June 16 -Open Shop
May 16 -Visit, South Paw Design
May 2 -At Spring Fling
May 5/6 - Mahany Welding (SOLD
OUT)

Every Wednesday in May - Meetings 9/2 
for 1955 Chevy BelAir Restoration.

Public 
Safety 
Report
4/1/2012- Violation of MCC Policy: Access Control
• A Resident room was searched for marijuana.

4/1/2012- Violation of MCC Policy: Code of Conduct
• A Resident room was searched for marijuana

4/1/2012- Unlawful Possession of Marijuana
• A Resident was searched for marijuana

4/2/2012- Harassment in the second Degree
• A Res Hall Student was the target of a mob of stu
dents that were attempting to physically fight with her.

4/2/2012- Field Information
• Public safety notified by Brockport Campus police 
of an arrest of a MCC student on their campus.

4/2/2012-Violation of MCC Policy
• A faculty member gave the parking staff a hard 
time over tickets

4/3/2012- Petit Larceny
• Several resident students reported property stolen 
from their residence suite.

4/4/2012- Domestic Incident
• A Boyfriend and a girlfriend were arguing and 
chased each other through parking Lot G

4/5/2012- Violation of MCC Policy: Residential Life
• Two Residents were found smoking marijuana in 
Tribune Hall.

4/5/2012- Motor Vehicle Accident: Hit and Run
• A MVA hit and run occurred in Lot G

4/5/2012- Illness
• Non-Resident student had what appears to be 
a seizure while in class. Student transported to Strong 
Hospital by ambulance.

4/6/2012- Dispatch: Room Search
• Possible Marijuana

4/6/2012-Criminal Nuisance: Criminal Nuisance
Investigation
• A resident student was in possession marijuana 
and drug contraband and tampered with a smoke alarm in 
Pioneer Hall.

4/6/2012- Violation of MCC Policy: Residential Life
• Three students were smoking marijuana in 52-302
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OPPOSING 
VIEWPOINTS

FLAT TAXESTOPIC
Keep the taxes fair Stop taxing already

SARAH ADAMS

OPINION EDITOR

Currently, the U.S. income 
tax system is proportional, 
meaning that people with high
er incomes are taxed at a higher 
rate. The benefit of this is that 
(almost) everyone gets taxed 
fairly, based on what they can 
afford. This way, those who 
earn more have more money 
taken in taxes but are being 
taxed fairly compared to those 
who make less money and have 
lower taxes. The tax-burden 
scales proportionally to every
one.

There is another method of 
taxation that some countries 
have adopted, the flat tax, in 
which all people are taxed at 
the same rate. This flat tax 
could put many lower income 
people at risk of being burden-

somely taxed at rates only those 
with higher income can afford.

With a 15% flat tax, for 
example, somebody making 
$10,000 a year would pay the 
same rate as someone making 
$200,000, for whom a 15% tax 
liability would be far less wor
rying than for a lower income 
person.

Furthermore, flat tax offers 
us a dilemma. Should we dis
mantle many popular Federal 
programs, which is politically 
untenable, or substantially raise 
the base tax rate, which is also 
politically untenable?

Keep the tax proportional. 
It’s really the only logical way 
to keep taxes as fair as they can 
be. We have to get over this idea 
of giving tax cuts to the wealth
iest of the wealthy while impos
ing an undue burden on those 
who can least afford it.

SOCRATES MAURA

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Any simplified tax system, 
such as a flat tax, would be a 
godsend. Frankly any sort of 
tax system that requires zero 
brainpower to comprehend and 
still supports our infrastructure 
would make sense.

One of the great benefits of 
a flat tax system would be the 
end of filing. Today we have 
income, sales, property and a 
host of other forms of taxation 
and their onerous, respective 
deductions and refund mecha
nisms.

The problem is that the tax 
system is too convoluted. This 
year alone the IRS report
ed over $1 billion in uncol
lected refunds and a total of 
$318.5 billion were refunded 
last year. Many people know 
about the tax refund checks, 
yet knowledge of other refunds 
like those of on your property, 
investments, tax-free expense 
accounts, etc. are only privy 
to a few. This game of cat and 
mouse has allowed many to 
simply game the system and

even go as far as to have (ille
gal) double books.

Just stop! Implement a sys
tem of sale and property taxes, 
period! I am outraged every 
time hard-working entrepe- 
neurs are forced to choke-up 
millions of their hard-earned 
dollars when they invent some
thing; this form of taxation is 
simply anti-capitalist.

State and Federal fund
ing is fundamentally entwined 
with taxes. Therefore a feder
ally mandated flat-tax would be 
legally and practically difficult 
to implement, as it would face 
significant political opposition 
and must survive the wrath of 
all accountants.

Accountants would be the 
ones up in arms at any real 
overhaul of the tax code. Just 
imagine the re-certification 
hoopla, as it basically means 
having to get a new degree.

Needless to say, the topic of 
government revenue from taxa
tion is as complex as the tax 
system itself, but if you have 
to pay taxes that you can later 
refund, why pay them in the 
first place?

JOBS (CONTINUED)

The internship market can be 
just as competitive as the job 
market. To make it easier stu
dents can be flexible and take 
jobs close to their field of study, 
even if they are not exactly what 
they were looking for.

Volunteer work for an orga
nization that works in a fielf of 
interest also offers real world 
experience and looks great on 
any application, even if it doesn’t 
yield course credit.

More information on avail
able internships can be found on 
the Monroe Community College 
website by searching for “inde
pendent study program”.

Beautiful can also be very painful
VANESSA CHEEKS

ASSOCIATE WRITER

With warmer weather creep
ing in and summer vacation just 
five-short-weeks away, summer 
fashions are making their way 
out of closets and into Monroe 
Community College campuses. 
However, it might be time to eval
uate how far we are willing to go 
to be one of the beautiful people.

No matter how we rationalize 
it, it is for our own self esteem 
that we participate in abrasive 
activities that alter our bodies.

The kicker is that it is all relative.
What may be the hottest new 

trend in one group is way off in 
another. Many don’t understand 
the pain of a new pair of heels, 
or any heels for that matter. And 
it seems silly to deliberately get a 
sunburn, just to be a little bronzer 
come beach season.

From relaxers to piercings 
many go through a little pain to 
become more aesthetically pleas
ing. Students in general, though, 
may not understand the perma
nent effects these alterations can 
have on their bodies.

“I really like dying my hair, 
but I have done it so much it won’t 
grow back in its natural color 
anymore” Says Keri Dingy, for
mer MCC student on campus for 
an appointment. “It’s fun—being 
able to change your look so eas
ily—but it has sort of ruined my 
hair and I do wish sometimes 
it would just grow in the way 
it used to.” Sometimes question
ing if what one is doing is worth 
the pain and even possible health 
risks can make one see just how 
silly that new barbed wire tattoo 
or five-inch heel might be.

Colombian Geese
SOCRATES MAURA

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The uproar over the Colombia 
scandal involving Secret Service 
men and legal sex services may 
seem a tad overblown.

The case is somewhat rem
iniscent of former New York 
Governor Eliot Spitzer and his 
the scandal due to his relation
ship with a prostitute. However 
both cannot be compared.

Spitzer was married, lived 
under a flag of moral rectitude 
and prostitution is illegal in New 
York. The Servicemen did not 
face these ethical dilemmas.

This problem is puzzling. 
From a security standpoint, 
the line is that a “questionable” 
action can open the door to a 
compromised agent. But if one 
would follow that blue-nosed line 
you would think that the ser
vicemen somehow compromised 
national security through their 
legal action. Yet are they guilty 
here of nothing but using their 
own money on their own time?

Now, prostitution is not a pro
fession to condone, but the fact of 
the matter is that the only thing 
open to moral scrutiny is why the 
serviceman in question was will
ing to steal $50 from a prostitute.

New program 
facilitates
travel time for 
frequent flyers

The TSA is now trying a 
new program to facilitate 
ease of traveling for fre
quent flyers.

photo by Joe Burbank/MCT

SARAH ADAMS

OPINION EDITOR

The TSA has always had a 
sort of controversy surrounding 
it, ever since its establishment 
“upgraded” airport security pro
cesses post-9/11. While some say 
“It’s better than having a gun 
on the plane!” Some, including 
myself, say the security screen
ings go too far.

I would say security goes too 
farwhen they pat down a three- 
year-old with a cast in a wheel
chair. While I am aware that peo
ple do some screwed-up things,
I am also aware that there are 
pretty slim chances of someone 
hiding a bag of illicit drugs in a 
three-year-old’s cast, while his 
parents, grandparents and sib
lings are ordered to not touch 
him.

Working with the U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection’s 
Trusted Traveler program, the 
TSA is testing out a pilot-pro
gram called “TSA Pre-Check”.

With this program, flyers on 
certain airlines can opt to send 
personal information to the TSA 
before flying and expedite their 
security screening, including the 
option to keep their shoes on and 
not take their laptops out of bags.
The TSA says this would help 
them focus on finding actual sus
picious activity and make it eas
ier for those who aren’t threats.

This is a great idea, although 
it’s disappointing only a few air- ; 
lines are currently participating.
It would make traveling much 
quicker if we were able to cut |l 
down the lines. I would be will- ■ 
ing to go through a background I 
check weeks before I flew if I did I 
not have to fear going through I 
a full-body scanner or being I 
picked for a “random” pat-down. _

Should the program go as | 
planned, maybe it could be an ■ 
option for those of us who don’t ■ 
see fit to walk barefoot on a dirty | 
airport floor.



ZACK DECLERCK

PHOTO EDITOR

The desire for a new or renovated downtown campus has 
been discussed for several years, but politics among other 
delays haven made it a lengthy process. MCC administra
tion has made the State St. site its final choice and are wait
ing for the approval of county government.

Over spring recess, representitives from both Kodak and 
MCC gave a guided tour of the proposed campus, which is 
currently part of Kodak’s World Headquarters.

At first glance, the massive complex looks like one large 
building. In actuality, Kodak’s HQ is ten buildings. Kodak 
is hoping to sell five of those buildings to MCC.

There is a privet alley that runs between Plymouth Ave 
and State St. that divides the campus into noth and south 
complexes. MCC would buy the south complex and Kodak 
would continue to operate in the northern five buildings 
which includes the tower. MCC’s five buildings are inter
connected much like the Brighton campus, but the bridge 
to Kodak’s HQ would be sealed off.

MCC would occupy all seven stories, totalling 549,000 
sq. ft. The complex includes a steet level entrance, full ser
vice kitchen and cafeteria, an abundance of parking, dock 
acsess conferece rooms, acsess to the Highfalls neighbor
hood, stunning views of the city and Frontier Field, and 
a growing amount of affordable housing to name a few. 
Several of these things are lacking at Damon.

While ownership comes with the cost of utilities and 
infrastructure maintance, the move would still be cheaper 
than continuing to pay rent at Sibley’s. The reletivly simple 
layout will make for more flexable floor plans and room for 
future growth. Other plans include the installation of larger 
windows along the south and west sides of the complex, the 
removal of suspended panel ceilings, a large main entrance 
on Morrie Silver Way, and a totally renovated facility both 
technically and asthetically.

T Proposed MCC Campus from street level

Downtown Rochester from 7th floor of proposed MCC campus i
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• 250+ undergraduate and 
graduate courses

• General Education courses
• Day and evening courses 

that fit your schedule
• Three convenient sessions with 

courses on campus and at the 
Rochester MetroCenter

• Over 40 online courses

Live “suite” this summer.
On-campus housing is avaiiable in the 
Student Townhome suites for oil three 
sessions.
Visit www.brockport.edu/s$p/$ummer for
costs and additional information.
Or, contact the Office of Residential Life/ 
Learning Communities at (585) 395-2108 or
www.brockport.edu/reslife.

To register, visit www.brockport.edu/ssp/summer.

Session I May 14-25
Session II----------- May 29^ June 30---------
Session ill July 2 - August 4
Special Sessions Dates vary
Contact the Office of Special Sessions and Programs at 
(585) 395-2900 or email summer@brockport.edu for more 
information.

The College at

BROCKPOKTState University of New York

mx)TX)erlg§§ioD 1,
□Q

PLAYWRITING COMPETITION CEREMONY
The Sixth Act will host an awards ceremony 

celebrating Pam Howe, Ben Lawler, and Daniel 
Doyle, the winners of our play writing competition 
at 7 p.m. May 3.

This is a chance for MCC students see these 
works performed and hear the writers speak about 
their writing process and experience.

If you plan to attend, the venue has limited 
space so please RSVP to Gail Bauk (gbauk@mon- 
roecc.edu) by Friday, April 27. For further infor
mation, please contact, Thomas Blake, (tblake® 
monroecc.edu).
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French director brings vivid 
characters to life on screen 
in tale of sensory experience

ALEX KATES

LIFESTYLES EDITOR 
Thursday, April 19, MCC was 

host to French actor, screenwriter 
and director, Mathieu Simonet, 
for the screening of his newest 
work, Prunelle et Melodie.

The short film tells the remark
able story of two women, Prunelle, 
who’s blind, and Melodie, who’s 
deaf. Their friendship leads them 
on an emotional journey of dis
covery, the perception of which is 
formed by the unique way the two 
communicate as the result of their 
different sensory abilities.

“When I was young I thought 
people with disabilities ultimately 
led lesser emotional lives. I was 
wrong. I wanted to make a movie 
that.. .enlightens people,’’ said 
Director Mathieu Simonet dur
ing the question and answer ses
sion that followed the screening. 
“I wanted to make a movie with a 
new look on disability... through 
emotions and feelings.”

It’s this idea Simonet said he 
was attempting to convey in both 
his writing and directing. We are 
all as humans, all capable of lead
ing joyous lives regardless of dis
ability.

This goal is brought to life in 
the vivid acting of Julie Voisin, 
Prunelle, and Maud Forget, 
Melodie. In fact, their perfor
mances are so emotionally capti
vating, their once considered dis
abilities are forgotten very early 
in the film. Surprisingly, the most 
powerful moments of the film are 
those that demonstrate the range 
of other senses available to each 
character. The ones so often over
looked in both film and real life.

Actress Julie Voisin trained for 
a month with a blind instructor to

learn how to negotiate the world, 
both physically and mentally, 
without her sense of sight. Her 
training period provoked contin
uous reassessment of what she 
thought blindness to be. During 
this time she learned the many 
methods those without sight navi
gate their surroundings and the 
accuracy with which they’re able 
to do it.

After undergoing that learn
ing experience I wasn’t playing 
a blind character, I was playing a 
person that was blind, said Voisin.

This seemingly simple obser
vation is the reason the women of 
Prunelle et Melodie feel so real. 
They’re portrayed as people, not 
characters. That depiction brings 
every moment of the film to life 
so fully and colorfully, Prunelle 
et Melodie is an experience hard 
to shake.

A screening attendee, who is 
in fact deaf herself, remarks 
through her interpreter 
how accurate Simonet's 
(right) film is to the actual 
lives of both blind and deaf 
people.

photo by AIh.k Kutes

Cheap Eats!
Rochester’s inexpensive 

but delicious eateries
ZACK DECLERCK

PHOTO EDITOR

We all know that budgets are tight for most students. 
While the cheapest route for fueling up is likely to be 
a PB&J and some Ramen Noodles, there isn’t always 
enough time in the day to spread jelly and boil water. 
Maybe I’m just lazy. I would like to take this opportunity 
to spread the word about some spots around Rochester that 
can make eating out affordable on a student budget. While 
I can’t promise all of these places will be organic and low- 
calorie, they sure beat Mickey-Dee’s seven days a week.

This week:
Pat’s Coffee Mug

Pat’s is open Monday through Thursday 6 a.m. to 2 p.m., Friday 6 a.m. to 7 p.m., and Saturday 7 
a.m. to 11 a.m.

photo by Zack DeClerck

It’s time for our “Cheap Eats” column to include a breakfast spot! If you take the MCC 
shuttle, you ride past Pat’s old-fashioned neighborhood diner everyday. Pat’s is something 
of a secret compared to the better known and more expensive diners further down Clinton 
towards Goodman Street.

This cozy family diner is probably the cheapest worthwhile place to grab breakfast in 
Upstate New York. This might be the only “mom & pop” style diner in the area where 
you can start the morning with unlimited coffee refills and a full stomach from a hearty 
breakfast for fewer than five bucks including tax and tip.

The intimate setting is growing in popularity among the increasingly large population 
of college students in the neighborhood of Southwedge.

Pat’s is located at the comer of Averill Avenue and South Clinton Avenue in a mostly 
residential neighborhood. The menu is concise but the breakfast specials are unbeatable 
and the serviee is very personal. Pat’s is on the No. 11 bus line, only a block away from 
the No. 5 and less than a mile’s walk from the Damon City Campus. For those driving, 
free on street parking is available. Pat’s Coffee Mug only accepts cash but that minor 
inconvenience shouldn’t stop you for trying this excellent cheap eat.

http://www.brockport.edu/s$p/$ummer
http://www.brockport.edu/reslife
http://www.brockport.edu/ssp/summer
mailto:summer@brockport.edu
mailto:gbauk@mon-roecc.edu
mailto:gbauk@mon-roecc.edu
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Snow White redone, but not reimagined

Director Tarsem 
Singh’s Mirror Mirror is 
a disappointing, but not 
horrible, take on a famil
iar story. Snow White 
(Lily Collins) must find 
her inner strength to 
save her people from the 

extravagance of the vain Queen (Julia Roberts) with the 
help of Prince Alcott (Armie Hammer) and seven renegade 
dwarves. Mirror Mirror delivers a sugary, polished rendition 
of Snow White and the Seven Dwarves where the evil Queen 
is more interesting than the heroine.

Julia Roberts is superb in this film; watching her play 
evil and crazy is a treat. The Queen’s obsession with beau
ty leads to some of the funniest lines and most intriguing 
scenes. Roberts is a natural comedian and she gives life to 
the character while remaining menacing. The Queen says at 
the beginning this is not Snow White’s story and the amount 
of time devoted to the Queen compared to Snow White sup
ports that claim. Overall, she has more screen time, the best 
lines, and her magic scenes are entrancing.

CARYS COATES MARTIN

ASSOCIATE WRITER

Armie Hammer’s Prince Alcott was a welcome surprise. He 
was arrogant, he was funny, he took his shirt off, and he played 
off Julia Robert’s evil Queen wonderfully. The character inter
action between the two, especially the prince’s reaction during 
and after the love potion catastrophe, was truly entertaining.

With all the work put into this film, the stunning visual 
effects and the wonderful performances by the actors, this 
should be a light and fun fairy tale. However these elements 
cannot save the movie from very odd pacing and a script that 
is slightly flat. The process is beautiful and unique but the out
come is predictable.

The movie starts and stops, obstacles are thrown up, only 
to be immediately resolved. Characters’ growth is seen in an 
instant so as to make them appear like separate people. The 
plot speeds up and slows down erratically. The overall effect is 
of an incongruous mismatch of ideas that failed to blend. There 
are amazing, hilarious moments, but these are restricted to The 
Queen and Prince Alcott. During the more serious moments, 
the writing tends toward the sappy. Not eye-rollingly so, but 
there are some moments of uncomfortable corniness.

In the end, Singh’s Mirror Mirror is not a terrible viewing 
experience, but it’s not what this classic story deserves.

MOVIE
REVIEWS

Lily Collins plays Snow White in the new 
film, “Mirror Mirror.”

photo by Graylock/Ahiini t’rcsx.'MCT

Jennifer Lawrence and Liam Hemsworth play two characters trapped in a society where 
survival is an every day struggle and a fight to the death is an annual event.

photo courtesy of Lionsgate/MCT

"The Hunger Games" more 
than just a film adaptation

RICHARD SEEGER

ASSOCIATE WRITER 
Books have always been a valu

able resource for the movie indus
try, providing Hollywood with huge 
money making franchises like “The 
Godfather’’, “Harry Potter’’ and “The 
Lord of the Rings’’ series. “The 
Hunger Games’’, released March 23, 
looks likely to follow suit as the strong 
first showing of a planned trilogy.

Katniss Everdeen (Jennifer 
Lawrence) lives in a world where 
12 impoverished districts must offer 
up two children every year to the 
wealthy, power hungry government to 
participate in a brutal event known as 
The Hunger Games. What follows is 
a two-hour ride of survival, despera
tion, rebellion and even love.

Oscar nominee Lawrenee leads 
a star-studded cast including Lenny 
Kravitz, Elizabeth Banks and Donald

Sutherland. Each actor is perfectly 
cast and fits their respective charac
ters so well that at times the charae- 
ters seemed more like people cast in 
a documentary, than actors in a work 
of fiction.

While some might write “The 
Hunger Games” off as a “popcorn 
affair,” it presents strong thematic 
elements about basic human nature. 
The movie suffers from vague exposi
tion but quickly recovers with depth 
of content. “The Hunger Games” is a 
lesson in the value of human life, and 
how it is so often cheapened for the 
pleasure of others.

Based on the already profitable 
first installment and an adaptation 
of the second novel, “Catching Fire,” 
already underway, it looks like fans 
of the series will have their appetite 
for “The Hunger Games” satiated for 
years yet to eome.

100 year anniversary of the Titanic disaster is remembered through film
WILL CRUZ

ASSOCIATE WRITER
It has been over 100 years since the ship of dreams. Titanic, sank into 

the Atlantie Ocean and it has been 15 years since that moment was etched 
into movie history. It was one of the greatest maritime tragedies and befell 
perhaps the most famous ship of all time.

The Titanic set sail from Southampton, England to New York City on 
April 10,1912. Four days into the voyage the unthinkable; the ship struck 
an iceberg and soon sank. The Titanic held 2,224 people, only 710 survived.

In 1997 a film based on the story became one of the most iconic and 
profitable movies in history. “Titanic” grossed over $600 million domes
tically and $1.8 billion worldwide. Aecording to boxofficemojo.eom, the 
film ranks behind only Avatar among the highest grossing movies of all 
time. “Titanic” won 11 of 14 Academy Awards including Best Picture. 
Although the picture was a little more fictionalized—being a romantic 
film—it become a massively successful, and memorable, hit.

The film starred Leonardo DiCaprio and Kate Winslet, a young mixed- 
class couple. They fight to defend their love and their lives throughout what 
is considered one of the most romantic films of all time. Academy Award 
winning Director James Cameron has re-released the film in 3-D to mark 
the anniversaries and give audiences another experience of the iconic film.

Monroe Community College students are among fans of the movie as 
well. “I consider it to be a beautiful story and James Cameron is an amaz
ing director,” said Katie, a public relations major. “I think it’s also a great 
way for audiences too see how, back then, they would accommodate the 
different forms of class. ... I definitely will be there with my 3D glasses 
watching a beautiful and tragic love story.”

“Titanic” in 3-D splashed into theaters April 4.

Actors Kate Winslet and Leonardo Decaprio receive instruction from Director, .Tames 
Cameron, on the set of “Titanic.”

photo by Paramount Pictures and Twentieth Century Fox/Merie Weismiller Wallace/MCT
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A big step in numis
matic evolution as Canada 
announced it will eliminate its 
penny. Deemed no longer 
cost-effective by the Minister 
of Finance, Jim Flaherty, the 
Canadians are officially say
ing goodbye to their one-cent 
pieces by the end of this year.

The reasoning behind the 
change is, of course, cost. The 
Royal Canadian Mint spends 1 
1/2 Canadian Cents to make 
one penny, a burden most tax 
payers could live without. The 
amount however is low com
pared to the 2 2/5 cents the 
U.S. mint pays to produce a 
penny.

Some politicians wonder

why the government even both
ers. Several bills have been 
introduced to kill the coin first 
in 2002 and again in 2006 both 
proposed by Republican con
gressman Jim Kolbe and both 
failed.

Zinc industry lobbyists are 
still fighting to keep perhaps 
their most loyal customer: The 
Federal Government. The fall 
of pennies, now made of 97 
1/2 percent zinc, could leave 
the zinc trade scrounging for 
change.

Either way Americans seem 
to love the little coin with 
Lincoln's face. While some see 
why it should be phased out, 
in general American sentiment 
seems to favor keeping it from 
the chopping block, at least for 
now.

Da YOU THINK THE U.S. SHOULD 
DROP THE PENNY?

Cost
COMPARISON

■''^2011

Canada United States

Most students who an
swered 'no' were con
cerned about Scent incre
ments or thought the penny 
was a tradition to be upheld.

Poll detail: 40 individuals 
polled. 32 yes, 8 no. For 
entertainment purposes 
only. Not a scientific poll. 
Source: Monroe Doctrine 
poll.

US Penny through the years

1793-1837

1857-1864

1962-1982

.,-sV.nown ast/jQ,

1837-1857 
& 1864-1962

1943 (rare)

1982-present

has the same

COPPER TIN ZINC STEEL NICKEL Layout & Graphics: John Z. Walthall. Photos by Zack DeClerck


