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Adjusting 
to noise

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Today’s college libraries face a paradigm shift. 
Yesterday’s design for quiet, uninterrupted work is 
giving way to a newer, more dynamic crowd. This 
new crowd sees a different purpose for a library, as 
books are no longer their research tools and content 
moves online. MCC’s libraries are no stranger to the 
change. Alicia Wilson, Interim Director of Monroe 
Community College’s LeRoy V. Good Library, said 
the libraries have become more of a meeting place 
for students to collaborate interactively. This interac
tion, however, has sparked friction among students 
who seek the traditional quiet time and those looking 
for a collaborative environment.

Built for yesterday
LeRoy V. Good Library was built in 1967, classes 

were lecture-based and the college had only 4,500 
students. Wilson said student needs changed since 
then and MCC now serves over 20,000 students, “we 
have different people with different needs; I think 
a lot of them want to work in groups and some of 
them just want quiet time.” Wilson said other fac
tors exist, such as students who need to play video 
or audio which adds more noise to the environment. 
MCC has tried to adapt to the revision of yesterday’s 
traditional quiet library. “What we’ve done is we 
made the top two floors our quiet floors and then 
our main floor is the group collaborative space, so
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Car accident traps student
Driver safely pulled from vehicle by first responders

Students utilize computers for multiple pur
poses. Printing, media playback and other group 
activities contribute to noise.

photo by Socrates Maura 
groups can get together,” Wilson said. The changes 
eased tension among students, the new group study 
rooms and rearrangement of the furniture has helped 
isolate the top floors from noise. Yet sometimes this 
is not enough, “One thing that makes this difficult is 
that [the library] doesn’t have the soundproofing that 
we’d like it to have, because [the architects] probably 
didn’t anticipate that people would be coming in an 
doing group work,” Wilson said.

continued on page 2

KATIE O’DONNELL

GUEST WRITER

A car flipped and landed 
inside the ESL ice rink ditch last 
month, requiring first-responders 
to cut through the vehicle to free 
the driver.

Tianna-Leshare Washington, 
18, was left with minor injuries 
from the incident which happened 
on Thesday March 13, 2012 at 
around 10 a.m. “There are around 
16 car accidents per month” said 
David Moore, director of MCC’s 
Public Safety Department. “This 
was definitely the worst I have 
seen.”

Although the cause of the acci
dent was not clear, safety offi
cials point to taking the right pre
cautions while driving to classes 
on campus. “We are trying to 
get people to pay attention and 
to know the policies and regu

lations,” Moore said. “Students 
rushing, not being aware of other 
drivers, [not] taking caution and 
speeding are a big problems that 
we really need to make students 
aware of.”

Many students are said not to 
take the right precautions while 
driving to and from classes on 
campus. The problem areas seem 
to be more in the parking lots and 
internal roads, rather than out
side on the roads coming onto the 
campus.

The director said that failure to 
plan ahead, follow proper parking 
rules and parking in designated 
areas can be a cause for prob
lems. “If you do what you should 
be doing then you will have no 
problem.” Moore said. “Take your 
time; do not speed on the MCC 
grounds, pay attention to other 
drivers and you will have one less 
thing to worry about.”

Motorcycle parking requires 
registration; no permit

KELLY BYNES

STAFF WRITER
Motorcycles can be seen again 

as the sun reappears and the weath
er gets warmer. Finding a parking 
space may have become an issue for 
many student drivers at MCC but 
motorcyclists can park with ease in 
Lot M. The rules, however, may be 
unclear.

While the regulations for com
muter car-parking are listed on the 
Public Safety website, the rules are 
vague for motorcycles.

The website simply states, 
“Motorcycle parking is provid
ed in parking lot M year round. 
Motorcycles should be parked in this

area.” Riders are expected to know 
what they must do to avoid getting 
a ticket despite the limited informa
tion.

As with commuter cars, riders 
must also register their vehicles 
with Public Safety; but motorcy
clists will not receive a permit to 
display on their motorcycle, even 
though Public Safety regulations 
state that these permits are mandato
ry for all students. Under the “Driver 
Responsibility” section of the web
site it says, “a parking permit signi
fies an individual has been granted 
the privilege of parking on campus 
properly.”

continued on page 3
Warm weather brings out motorcyclist. Parking is available on lot M.
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LIBRARY 
Facing tomorrow’s challenge 
For generations, libraries have 

been known as places of research 
and study, but the new, wired 
generation demands a different 

. service. Services like computers, 
Internet access and printing and 
copying already are available at 
many libraries, and all of these 
devices are a source of click, 
clacks and hums. “My genera
tion when we went to libraries we 
were always quiet,” Wilson said. 
“There might be a generation 
coming up where they’re used 
to a more active library,” Wilson 
added. “The people who do make 
noise on purpose are not doing it 
to be ‘jerks’, I think they’re just 
used to another environment.” 
The Interim Director admits she 
doesn’t have all the answers, “we 
want students to join the conver
sation and be part of the solu
tion.” The challenge is to balance 
the different needs; Wilson also 
hopes to introduce talks for a pos
sible renovation of the library. 

Relearning etiquette 
For now, the library plans to 

add new signs with the rules in 
the separated areas. “Students are 
not coming in intending to be 
uncivil,” Wilson said, but admits 
that there are a few students who 
are difficult. Relearning eti
quette and proper communica
tion among students will play a 
part in improving the space, and 
when things get out of hand, offi
cials will intervene. Wilson her
self personally has enforced the 
civility rules, she gave an exam
ple of a cellphone user. “The guy 
said ‘I’m talking to my mom’ and 
I said I know, that’s ok, but people 
are studying.” The student took 
the call to the stair well. Students 
should observe the rules of the 
area they are in or go to another 
area that suits their needs.

Identity fraud can have dire consequences
Federal Trade Comission says fraud costs Americans approximately $152 billion last year

SOCRATES MAURA

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The rise in Data and Identity Theft costs in 
the United States prompted companies affect
ed by the trend to offer consumers options to 
protect their credit.

RG&E reported that unknown individuals 
gained access to 1.2 million Social Security 
numbers, credit card and bank information 
from their New York consumer database last 
month, prompting the company to offer free 
protection to consumers.

The company posted a series of personal
ized letters to its Rochester-area customers 
offering one year of free credit monitoring. 
Mark S. Lynch,, president of NYSEG and 
RG&E, said protection was their primary con
cern. “We take our responsibility to protect 
customer information very seriously and we 
have robust information technology security

measures in place.”
The Federal Trade Commission announced 

last month that Identity fraud cost Americans 
approximately $1.52 billion in damages in 
2011. The statement said cost were on the rise 
primarily due to more sophisticated electronic 
forms of data theft.

Lauren Blew, MCC accpunting and money 
management professor, said the concern is 
very real. “It would be a concern that they 
are applying for credit and then destroying 
the real person’s credit history by racking up 
debt,” Blew said. “Debt they have no intention 
of paying,” Blew added.

Blew has 18 years of experience in pub
lic accounting, financial planning, retirement 
planning and investments and said a bad credit 
history will negatively affect all of these.

Job opportunities may also decrease as a 
result of damaged credit, as employers con
duct research on a candidate. “They might pull 
their credit report as an indication of whether

said prospective employee is responsible or 
not,” Blew said.

Blew clarified that a person with bad cred
it is not the same as a bad person, but that 
employers take fewer risks. “You may not be 
the kind of person who steals to take care of 
their debt problem, but if you have those prob
lems your mind may not be focused on work,” 
Blew said.

Blew said RG&E was offering a good deal. 
“I would take it,” Blew said. “I actually had a 
similar incident with a company where they 
sent out a similar letter and I did choose to 
take them up on it.”

The professor numbered other effects of 
bad credit, such as the inability to get loans, 
buy a house or get a back account. Blew rec
ommended keeping an eye on your credit 
score, one of the best ways to gauge your cred
it, the tools seemed to provide. “It also gave a 
free credit score which you otherwise can’t get 
for free,” Blew said.

Kodak bankruptcy does not delay Damon City negotiations
MICHAEL ODEN

GUEST WRITER

The Monroe Community 
College Board of Trustees 
approved a measure to move 
the Damon City Campus to a 
Kodak building on State Street 
last December, however a recent 
bankruptcy filing has potential to 
change the process.

Kodak filed for bankruptcy 
earlier this year, a possibility that 
was on the table in advance dur
ing the consideration process. Dr. 
Emeterio Otero, the Executive 
Dean of the Damon City Campus, 
said MCC knew a future Kodak 
bankruptcy was possible and con
sulted a specialist lawyer in bank
ruptcy procedures to analyze the

possibility. “Since we are buying 
the property it would be viewed 
as positive in terms of the bank
ruptcy court,” said Otero.

The process through the bank
ruptcy court is important. A chap
ter 7 bankruptcy filing would 
alter the game for the purchase 
because it would effectively halt 
a Kodak sale or close its opera
tions. Chapter 7 may also default 
the property to a creditor. Otero 
said MCC is ready for the chal
lenge, “[Kodak is] going through 
chapter 11 not chapter 7,” Otero 
said. “There is no plan B, we are 
making every effort to move in 
in 2015.”

The sale is already being 
reviewed by Monroe County; 
which will be the putative land-

Dr. Emeterio Otero, the 
Executive Dean of the Damon 
City Campus,

submitted photo

lord. An environmental evalua
tion must also be conducted.

Otero said the evaluation does 
not present a concern because the

facilities were only used for light 
assembly, “the Kodak site is free 
of chemicals.” Kodak conducted 
a site environmental-analysis four 
years ago.

MCC is committed to the 
move of the Damon City Campus. 
Otero The Sibley building was 
never meant to be their permanent 
home. According to the MCC 
website, MCC planned to build 
at a site on Plymouth Ave in 
2001, that project later moved to 
Main Street and became part of 
the abortive Renaissance square 
project.

An MCC press release cites 
the $75 million asking price for 
the Kodak site as $10 million 
cheaper than staying at the Sibley 
building over the next few years.

Become a candidate for 
Student Government
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KELLY BYNES

STAFF WRITER

Since its founding in 1971, the 
student government at MCC has 
held annual elections to provide 
students with choices in their rep
resentatives. Those running for 
office may change from year to 
year, but the process has generally 
remained the same.

Each year, the student Senate 
must approve the rules, taking 
any changes or additions into con
sideration. These are the regula
tions candidates must abide by to 
have their names appear on the 
ballot.

Before a candidate can even 
begin their campaign, he or she 
is required to attend a workshop 
explaining the election process 
and submit a short list of forms. 
This list includes an application 
of eligibility and an agreement to 
follow all other rules.

Candidates can even choose to 
select up to three agents to repre
sent them and circulate promo
tional materials, such as fliers and

buttons, on their behalf.
A student must also collect at 

least 100 signatures to indicate 
that the student body believes this 
person is qualified to represent 
their voice to staff, faculty and 
administration in their student 
government.

Once all of the appropriate 
forms have been filed, the period 
for campaigning begins.

On April 16, students can 
attend Meet the Candidates in the 
Terrace Lounge to hear their rep

resentatives speak about their rea
sons for running for office during 
College Hour. Afterward, candi
dates will be given the opportu
nity to promote themselves on a 
personal level while handing out 
pizza.

The polls will be open from 
9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on Thesday, 
May 1, and Wednesday, May 2, in 
the Terrace Lounge and the North 
Atrium in Building 12. Take an 
opportunity to choose your stu
dent representatives.

Speak with? fiiring representatives 
from local companies regarding 

career opportunities.

MCC CAREER FAIR
(tlhd m pix domg rest of por Ilfs?

Wednesday 
April 25.2012 

11:00am -1:30pm 
R. Thomas Flynn 

Campus Center Atrium
Stand out from the crowd... dress for success and bring a resume!
Hosted by the MCC Career and Transfer Center
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Park smart
Surrounding businesses could tow at owner’s expense

MICHAEL FARROW

PUBLIC SAFETY

Students who drive to the 
Brighton Campus are required 
to purchase a parking permit 
and park legally in a designat
ed student parking lot on cam
pus. We ask that you not utilize 
parking lots of area businesses 
surrounding the campus for stu
dent parking. Off-campus, area 
business parking lots are con
sidered private parking lots for

their patrons only. Vehicles rec
ognized as student vehicles are 
subject to being towed at own
ers’/operators’ expense. Towing 
charges could exceed the cost of 
a parking permit. As a student, 
we ask you to represent MCC 
in a positive manner and “Park 
Smart.” Get a parking permit 
and park on your campus in a 
designated student lot.

MOTORCYLES 
None of the fees for permits or 

fines for violations are retained 
by the college. Though students 
must request a permit through the 

i Parking Office on the third floor 
of Building 7, all rights of the 

i parking lots at MCC are actually 
! owned by Momx)e County.

Motorcyclists, don’t let an 
I avoidable ticket ruin your fim in 
i the sun. Make sure your vehicle 

is registered on campus and keep 
j riding!

Public
Safety
Report
3/11/2012- Motor Vehicle Accident
• Patrol took a delayed MVA report that took place at 
entrance B.

3/12/2012- Motor Vehicle Accident: Hit and Run
• A student had a MVA on campus and failed to report it.

3/12/2012-VIOLATION OF NYS VEHICLE & TRAFFIC
• A student had an MVA on campus and failed to report it.

Your Transfer Choice
• Transfer up to 90 credits
• Transfer scholarships available
• 15:1 student/faculty ratio
• Located in Amherst, near Buffalo

Daemen offers more than 50 majors, including:
Accounting
Animation
Art
Arts Administration 
Athletic Training 
Biochemistry 
Biology
Business Administration
Education
English

French
Graphic Design 
Health Care Studies 
History
History & Government
Mathematics
Natural Sciences
Nursing
Paralegal
Physical Therapy

Physician Assistant 
Political Science 
Pre-Med 
Psychology 
Religious Studies 
Social Work 
Spanish
Sport Management 
Sustainability 
and more!

Open House-Saturday, April 21
daemen.edu/admissions 7I6.839.8225

3/12/2012-ISSUING A BAD CHECK
• MCC Student Accounts reports that a MCC student has 
issued four bad checks to MCC. The student account was 
sent to collections.

3/12/2012-PETIT LARCENY
• RO received a walk up of a petit larceny in the gym (10- 
178)

3/13/2012-VIOLATION OF MCC POLICY: CODE OF 
CONDUCT
• Public safety found a res hall student being sexually inap
propriate in a public place.

3/13/2012-FIELD INFORMATION: COURT ORDERED 
NOTIFICATIONS
• An MCC student has an order of protection against her 
baby’s father.

3/13/2012-CRIMINAL TRESPASS.IN THE THIRD 
DEGREE-PL 140.10
• A non-student was arrested after exposing himself to a 
female student in building 12.

3/14/2012-HARASSMENT: INVESTIGATION
• A female MCC student is being harassed by a known male 
student.

3/15/2012-HARASSMENT: INVESTIGATION
• Female student states she has been threatened on Facebook 
by girlfriend of another student she is acquainted with.

3/15/2012-DOMESTIC INCIDENT
• Two students got into a domestic/verbal argument outside 
of building 10. No prosecution

3/15/2012-VIOLATION OF MCC POLICY: CODE OF 
CONDUCT
• A student threw a pen over the railing in the terrace area 
of bldg. 3.

3h8/2012-VIOLATION OF MCC POLICY: CODE OF 
CONDUCT
• A res hall student was found in possession of marijuana
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Kodak bankruptcy not 
so bad for Rochester

SARA ADAMS

OPINION EDITOR

As read in recent nationwide 
headlines, the truth is out—the 
Rochester-based company Kodak 
has declared bankruptcy. Kodak 
has been a part of Rochester since 
the 1880s. However, contrary to 
popular belief, the Kodak bank
ruptcy may not affect Rochester 
in a large way in the end.

Eastman Kodak hasn’t domi
nated our city’s economy in years, 
or not since they faced multi
ple losses due to their inability 
to keep up with today’s camera 
technology. Instead, the modem

Rochester economy has become 
one to thrive off small businesses 
rather than the large companies 
that used to dominate. This has 
allowed it to take the bmte of 
bankruptcy better than other cit
ies may have.

There are plans to increase 
Rochester’s revenues and revamp 
the city’s culture and allow the 
economy to flourish more so. 
Regardless of Eastman Kodak’s 
bankruptcy, the economy can 
continue to flow either way. 
Kodak has not been a tme part 
of Rochester’s income stability in 
years. It will make very little dif
ference to the city as a whole.

Get involved in college activities 
even if you are a commuter

SARA ADAMS

OPINION EDITOR

Coming to a community col
lege, I have tried to make myself 
more at home. I live on campus, I 
got a job close to school, I picked 
up a meal plan and even joined a 
club. But for many, Monroe is not 
even close to a “home.”

However, many commuters, 
especially around my own age of 
eighteen, treat this school as noth
ing but school, much in the same 
way they would their high school. 
They come to school only to take 
classes, say nothing to anyone, 
and leave.

What kind of way is that to 
live as a college kid?

Regardless of the stance of a 
school, everyone should try to get 
involved in some way. Whether 
it is making new friends in your

classes who went to a differ
ent high schooTthan you, getting 
involved in CAB, or trying out 
for one of the many sports teams, 
there are things to make MCC 
feel more at home for all young 
commuters.

I understand for some it may 
be difficult to be outgoing, espe
cially when they are living at 
their same home nearby, like in 
Fairport or Penfield. But there are 
so many opportunities at MCC, 
you never know who you could 
meet or what you could do to 
spice up your social life outside of 
your Friday afternoons of walk
ing your dog around the neigh
borhood.

So, word to the wise, do some
thing! There are so many things 
going on around campus all year 
round that it is not that difficult to 
get going.

CHEERS AND

■ Blossoming trees

■ Spring Break

■ Educational Funding is back

■ The Hunger Games 

iPad HD

Warm Spring 

Transferring college

JEER
- Allergy season

- Sensitive toilet sensors

- Lack of grades

- The Hunger Games

- Rising gas prices

- Airport security

- Rochester’s mood-swing

Comfort
pajamas

not an excuse for 
in the classroom
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VANESSA CHEEKS

ASSOCIATE WRITER

While most Monroe 
Community College students 
commute, the ones living on cam
pus have the benefit of closer 
proximity to the main buildings. 
This might seem like an ideal 
situation, but when that proximity 
gives way to lazy behavior it can 
have negative effects.

Students who live on campus 
tend to leave their rooms in what 
they slept in or something that 
closely resembles it. The idea is 
comfort and time manageability, 
the more casual the clothing the 
less time it takes to put on and 
therefore the more time they have 
for other things. What is lost is 
the ability for them to pay full 
attention in class. Loungewear 
can have a physical effect on a 
person’s body, especially in the 
morning. The urge to slouch and 
sleep in class is grater when wear
ing clothes that are meant to be 
worn at home. We relate these 
items to comfort and relaxation.

so much so that it can affect 
grades and result in removal from 
the class.

More important is the mes
sage we send to people when not 
dressed appropriately. Focusing 
on what you want to wear and not 
what you should wear is a sure 
fire way to get rejected when ask

ing for that recommendation let
ter. Consider this the next time 
you think about wearing those 
Scooby Doo pajama bottoms to 
class: Having that extra time to 
get ready is a gift. Use it as prac
tice and show your educators that 
you are preparing for your future 
with more than just books.

Every little vote counts; start with SGA elections

photo by Tim Isbell/Biloxi Sun Herald/MCT
________ SARA ADAMS

OPINION EDITOR

Voter apathy is a large issue 
within the confines of this coun
try. The bottom line is that peo
ple, no matter how young or old, 
simply do not care. It’s sickening, 
almost, the amount of people who 
don’t care.

I have been registered to vote 
since I was seventeen. Despite 
Monroe County having the larg
est voter turnout at a national

level, there are still people who 
remain unregistered to vote, and 
with little urge to.

Why not vote? If you sit around 
and complain about what’s not 
happening and what is happen
ing not only in this country but 
also around our community col
lege, why not try to do something 
about it?

One argument would be that 
our votes “don’t matter,” espe
cially in a national standpoint.

But they do. We are lucky to have 
a democracy that gives us the 
opportunity to pick who we want 
to lead us.

A good way to start to have 
interest in voting would be 
learning about and voting in 
the upcoming SGA elections on 
campus. The people you vote for 
could help make your experience 
at MCC better. Starting small can 
make all the difference.
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Shaeta Hossain
For Vice President

Shaeta Hossain is a Political Science major who 
will be going into her second semester, fall of 2012. 
Shaeta is currently a Community Assistant (CA) at the 
Residence Halls. Shaeta is heavily involved not only 
with Residence Life but on Campus Activities as well.

Shaeta would like to:
• Improve communications between Resident 

& Commuter Students
• Increase on & off campus activities
• Advocating for more courses

Michael J. Gray II
For President 

Michael J. Gray II is the current President of the 
MCC Student Government Association. President 
Gray has:

• Enhanced the WiFi within the Residence 
HaUs

• Engaged Brighton Campus & DCC
• Improved the status of parking

President Gray would like to:
• Increase student life activities
• Providing more options from various food 

vendors
• Creating mote parking options.

Kelly Bynes
For Student Trustee

Hey MCC! My name is Kelly Bynes 
and I am excited to announce that I am 
running for a position as the 2012-2013 
Student Trustee. I feel that I am truly 
qualified to take this challenge and rep
resent your voice to the Board!

Since I first em-olled in the fall 
of 2009, I have participated in mul

tiple aspects of student life. I began 
my journey by chartering the Honors 
Council and later became the Elections 
Coordinator for the Student Government 
Association. I am currently completing 
my Communication and Media Arts 
degree and serve as the Media Senator, 
representing the voices of the cam

pus media organizations to the student 
Senate.

If I am elected as Student Trustee, I 
will make it my priority to listen to the 
concerns of fellow students, ensuring 
that every suggestion is heard by the 
Board of Trustees. I hope to be repre
senting your voice soon!

ROCHESTER
RANKS

LEANNA POUOI
NEWS EDITOR

The city of Rochester ranks on 
multiple national poles of, Forbes, 
The Street, Kiplinger and others.

Financial news and services web
site, The Street.com cites Rochester, 
NY on it’s list of “Ten Cities Poised 
for Greatness in 2012”.

The site explains, although 
Kodak and Xerox are having their 
troubles, Rochester residents still 
have reason for hope.

“Employers Bausch & Lomb 
and Genesee Brewing parent. 
North America Brewing have kept 
Rochester’s unemployment below 
7%”

Ranking number three on Forbes’

2010 list of “America’s Best Places 
to Raise a Family”, Rochester was 
acknowledged for its ranks in cost 
of living, crime rates, education, 
homeownership, homeowner cost, 
household income, and commut
ing. Rochester trumped, Syracuse, 
Buffalo-Niagara Falls, and Albany- 
Schenectady-Troy regions.

In March of 2011, Rochester 
ranked number one on Kiplinger’s 
list of “10 Best Cities for 
Commuters” with an average com
mute time of twenty-five minutes.

For Rochester’s academic insti
tutions, the University of Rochester 
ranked number 35 in “National 
University Rankings” by Colleges.

USnewsjankingsandreviews.com.
While MCC ranked 44 on 

Washington Monthly’s “2010 
Rankings of America’s 50 Best 
Community Colleges”

March 13, the Rochester 
Business Journal reported Saunders 
School and Simon School ranked 
nationally on US News and World 
Report’s annual ranking of top busi
ness schools in America.

Rochester’s housing market has 
also been recognized on Forbes’ 
2011 rankings of Best Places to 
Buy a Home. Prevailing in the 
number one position, Rochester is 
accredited with a mid point price of 
$116,000 and a .24 foreclosure rate.

"Ten Cities Poised for 
Greatness in 2012"
The Street.com

"America's Best Places to 
Raise a Family"
No. 3, Forbes.

"10 Best Cities for 
Commuters"
Kiplinger

"2010 Rankings of America's 
50 Best Community Colleges"
MCC ranked at No. 44 
Washington Monthly
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Success during a finals week is nut dtedded during your 
exams, but in the weeks before them.

photo by Dawn Majors/St. Louis Post-Dispatch (MCT)

ALEX KATES

LIFESTYLES EDITOR

Finals week is just a few weeks 
away, and although you may not 
be thinking about it quite yet, 
the best time to start preparing 
is now.

When it comes to studying, the 
biggest favor you can do for your
self is to start early. The sooner 
you begin working on the mate
rial the easier it will be to retain 
the information and by allowing 
more time, your studying will 
be less rushed, without cram 
sessions and last minute read- 
throughs.

Your initial step before you even 
look at a note card or a study sheet 
should be organization. As you look 
through your notes and class mate
rials keep in mind three things.

The first and most basic item;

what’s going to be on the test? 
What points or items has the 
professor marked important? 
Stressed? Pay paticular attention- 
to handouts and worksheets, as 
those are usually used to reinforce 
ideas or concepts important to the 
course.

You should also review all 
your graded items. Every home
work, quiz and test you’ve taken 
didn’t wear out its usefulness as 
soon as it was graded; in fact 
that’s when it becomes the most 
helpful! Looking through all your 
graded work shows you exactly 
what you did and didn’t know. It 
outlines what points and mate
rial you need to focus your efforts 
on. Not only are you holding the 
answers to some very possible 
final exam questions but old tests 
outline exactly what information 
the professor thought it important

you should know. Use it to narrow 
your study.

The last thing to look for 
when preparing study materi
als is something you’ve hope
fully been keeping up with the 
entire semester; the textbook! 
You probably paid a hefty sum 
to get a hold of one, so you 
might as well get the most use 
you can out of it. Read the mate
rial. Read it all. Look at the pic
tures, diagrams, read captions, 
notes, sidebars and especially 
chapter summaries. These are 
all part of the learning experi
ence and are meant to assist you 
in understanding the material. 
Take advantage of that and soak 
up every bit.

Using this information, start 
your exam preparation early to 
get a head start on finals week 
success. Stay organized, read a

few chapters, and as the last few 
weeks of school wind down, keep 
these ideas in mind.

Check back next issue for

study tips and hints to help you 
reenergize your study habits and 
assist you in that last push before 
the close of the semester.

¥
GOING
GREEN

MCC's 2012 Green Week, 
focused on sustainability 
and recycling programs

KELLY BYNES

STAFF WRITER

It’s already green in Rochester but who says the 
grass can’t get any greener? Since the last snowfall 
melted, the grass isn’t the only thing green at MCC.

The Outdoor Activities Unlimited and the Student 
Government Association are excited to welcome stu
dents back from Spring break with Green Week. 
This sustainability themed program will be held 
during the week of April 16 thru April 20 and will 
feature events that lead into Earth Day and promote 
a “greener” lifestyle.

To provide a sneak peak, students will be given 
an opportunity to talk about sustainability during 
a kickoff event called. Talk About Something That 
Matters, and will later be invited to donate their 
recyclables during the Recycle Relay. Students will 
also be given the chance to discard old electronics 
during the Electronics Recycling drive hosted by the 
Geosciences Association.

Bo Jackson-Harris, a SGA Senator, commented 
during an interview. The current Social Club Senator 
claims that the goal of the week will be to, “further 
unify the clubs and organizations on campus, raise

sustainability awareness, and promote eco-prudent 
decisions within MCC.”

MCC has already made great strides in work
ing toward a more sustainable community. With the 
2008 founding of MCC’s Sustainability Steering 
Committee, the college is committed to being as sus
tainable as possible.

The PAC Center was built with just this idea in 
mind. Finished in 2008, this state-of-the-art build
ing spans 56,000 square feet and was made entirely 
of recycled materials and proudly produces its own 
energy. Anne Kress, President of MCC, revealed a 
plaque claiming the athletics building a pioneer in 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design. 
It also received numerous praises for its innovative 
design and handling of wastewater.

With a small contribution from everybody, MCC 
students will realize just how easy it is to encour
age each other to make the Earth a greener place 
and have fun doing it. So on April 16, when Green 
Week arrives, do your part to make the grass a little 
greener here at MCC.

MCC’s fourth Annual Scholars’ Day
Featuring Geneticist, Spencer Wells

The April 28, day long edu
cational event will feature fac
ulty and student speakers as 
two guest speakers. Dr. Spencer 
Wells, noted geneticist and proj
ect director of the Genographic 
Project, and Dr. Kwame Anthony 
Appiah, Philosophy professor at 
Princeton University and author

of “The Honor Code: How Moral 
Revolutions Happen.”

Presentations by students and 
faculty will follow each special 
guest speaker. Tickets are required 
and free for students, faculty and 
staff at www.monroecctickets. 
com or in the R. Thomas Flynn 
Campus Center Service Desk

on the Brighton Campus or the 
Damon City Campus Bookstore.

Dr. Wells will present on, “Deep 
Ancestry: Inside the Genographic 
Project,” a joint DNA analysis 
initiative between the National 
Geographic Society and IBM. The 
presentation will begin at 9:30 ajn. 
in the MCC Theater.

Located at 600 Monroe Avenue, Rochester NY, 14607, Gitsis is 
open 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

photo by Zack DeClerck

Cheap Eats!
Rochester’s inexpensive but delicious eateries

This week: Gitsis
ZACK DECLERCK

PHOTO EDITOR

Whether you’re up extra early 
for work or out extra late instead 
of writing that paper this is the 
place for you. Gitsis, pronounced 
Gih-tseez, is located directly on 
Monroe Avenue, across the street 
from the Monroe Theater and 
one block southeast of Goodman 
Street.

Breakfast, lunch and dinner 
are served 24/7! Gitsis is also a 
great place to hang out for hours 
without getting the boot, very 
popular for take-out. The atmo
sphere is typical of a neighbor

hood diner and family friendly 
during the day, but can attract 
some obnoxiously loud custom
ers around 2 a.m. The location 
is a short walk from the Pearl- 
Meigs, Upper-Monroe, Swillburg 
and Park Avenue areas.

The menu consists of typical 
diner food, including a variant of 
the “Garbage Plate”. Gitsis is 1.2 
miles from the Damon Campus 
and 3.8 miles from the Brighton 
Campus. As far as bus routes go, 
Gitsis has a stop right on the 7X, 
and also only a short walk from 
the IIX and the IX. The diner has 
a small parking lot and free street 
parking with no time restrictions.

Careers in Psychology
A panel of five psychologists will 

be gathered to talk about the work 
they do in their careers and the train
ing needed to go into the various 
Psychology fields of:

-Therapist
-School Psychologist 
-Psychiatric Nurse Practitioner 
-Industrial/Oiganizational Psychologist 
-Academic Psychologist

Friday, April 27, 12 p.m. -12:50 p.m. 
Empire Room, 3-209

Lovejustice
27 million men, women and chil

dren are currently enslaved around 
the world. Campus Ambassadors 
and BASIC are sponsoring three 
Lovejustice events to raise awareness 
for this injustice. The events feature 
several local dancers who will be por
traying the stories of those who have 
been trafficked.

Friday, April 20, 7 p.m. 
MCC Theater

Kwame Anthony Appiah
As part of MCC’s 2012 Visiting 

Scholar’s series Kwame Anthony 
Appiah, Princeton Philosophy profes
sor and author of “The Honor Code: 
Making Moral Revolutions,” will be 
having a discussion about identity and 
ethics in a world where the sands of 
race, ethnicity, religion and national
ism continue to realign and re-form 
before our eyes.

Wednesday, April 25,12 p.m.
DCC - Room 4151

Mail Art Exhibit
The Mercer Gallery is setting up 

it’s second to last exhibit for the 2011- 
2012 school year.

The Mail Art exhibit features piec
es made by combining drawings and 
photographs to create unique works 
of art.

Exhibition runs from 11 to 27 of April 
Gallery Talk will be held April 11, 
at 12 p.m.
Opening reception will be April 18,
4 to 6 p.m.

http://www.monroecctickets
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An epic saga in gaming comes to an end in Mass Effect 3

i The cast of characters in the Mass Effect series grows e>eii longer it the latest installment. Old friends and enemies will make appearances while players must decide 
the fates of their team mates and the galaxy in the high stakes game of “Mass Effect 3.”

photo courtesy of Electronic Arts Inc., by way offortyseven communications (MCT)

RICHARD SEEGER

ASSOCIATE WRITER

Games with a sweeping story and endearing characters 
are often few and far between. But these are some of the 
hallmarks of the Mass Effect series, one that has been cap
turing the imaginations of gamers since the first install
ment in 2007. Mass Effect 3, released March 6, brings the 
saga of Commander Shepard to a close. The Reapers, the 
machines bent on wiping out all life in the galaxy, have 
come, and it once again falls to Commander Shepard to 
stop them.

The story of Mass Effect 3 picks off a few weeks after 
the downloadable content from Mass Effect 2, Arrival, 
ends. Shepard is called to Earth to explain his actions 
when the Reapers arrive and begin destroying the birth
place of humanity. Shepard escapes and must marshal the 
forces of the Milky Way galaxy to stop the Reapers, which 
is easier said then done. Many of the galaxy’s species 
refuse to work together and Shepard has to make many 
hard decisions to get the fighting force he needs. Many of 
the player’s choices from previous games come into play 
here, offering different and branching story paths that 
make for an extremely varied game experience.

Many old faces from the first two games make an 
appearance. On his personal team, Shepard is joined by 
fan favorites Garrus, Tali, Liara, and Ashley, while new 
faces like James and Javik provide a fresh feel. Each team 
member specializes in a different form of combat, and it is 
up to the player to determine which ones complement their 
own play style the best.

Combat in Mass Effect 3 is built around a cover system. 
While it has improved since Mass Effect 2, it still does not 
feel as natural or fluid as other cover shooters like Gears 
of War. The most drastic combat improvement has been 
to the enemy AI. No longer content with taking cover and 
making potshots at Shepard, enemies will move, flank, and 
work together to do their best to kill the player. Combine 
this AI with many different enemy types, as well as weap
on types and upgrades for the player and combat can actu
ally be fun and strategic, a first for the series.

Another first for the Mass £)5%cr universe is the inclu
sion of multiplayer. Taking another cue from Gears of 
War, multiplayer is a cooperative effort to fight against ten 
waves of increasingly tougher enemies. I’m not going to 
mince words here, multiplayer is tough. An average enemy, 
even on the lowest difficulty setting, can easily outclass a 
singular player if he or she is not prepared. The difficulty

can be lessened a bit as your multiplayer character levels 
up, but getting though a match still requires much coopera
tion between players. An interesting aspect of multiplayer 
is that as your rack up successful missions, you increase 
Shepard’s chances of success in the final battle on Earth. 
While this is an interesting concept, I eventually found it 
to be a tedious grind that forces perfection-minded gamers 
like myself to play multiplayer.

Coloring all these features are some of the best graph
ics in the series. This time around, Shepard visits many 
planets only previously talked about, like the Asari and 
Salarian home planets of Thessia and Sur’kesh. These 
landscapes, although often war tom, are fresh and beauti
ful, each with a uniqueness that represents the races that 
live within them. Character models also have had a major 
graphical upgrade.

The ending of Mass Effect 3 has been surrounded 
in fan controversy, with many feeling unsatisfied and 
shortchanged. My opinion is this: the story, gameplay, 
experience, buildup and cinematics of Mass Effect 3 
were some of the finest I have ever experienced in 
my long career as a gamer. My Commander Shepard 
ended his saga as a hero, his name to be celebrated in 
stories by all the future generations he saved.

MOVIE REVIEWS

Actors Sam Worthingtcm and Jamie Bell 
shine in heist movie,‘Man CXI a Led^’’

CARYS COATES MARTIN

ASSOCIATE WRITER

“Man on a Ledge’’ stars Sam 
Worthington and Jamie Bell as Nick 
and Joey Cassidy. It’s a thrilling heist 
movie that unfortunately received very 
little notice from audiences. Also star
ring Elizabeth Banks and Genesis 
Rodriguez, “Man on a Ledge” delivers 
an afternoon full of tension, comedy, 
action, and sex-appeal.

Sam Worthington as Nick Cassidy 
is believable, sympathetic, and at times 
humorous. At no point during the movie 
do you see Jake Sully from Avatar. 
Although still struggling with his 
Australian accent, he is really improv
ing as an actor. Sam Worthington truly 
is Nick Cassidy from the very first 
moment. Particularly impressive when 
he first steps out on the ledge, Nick 
Cassidy comes across on screen very 
real and with depth of character without 
even speaking. Nick Cassidy captures 
you from that moment and you’re in.

Ever since Billy Elliot, I have 
been a fan of Jamie Bell. While he 
is not the titular “man” this is Jamie

Bell’s movie just as much as it is Sam 
Worthington’s. Bell’s character, Joey 
Cassidy, is responsible for the actual 
heist part of the movie. Joey’s constant 
bickering with his girlfriend Angela, 
provides tension and comedy. Jamie 
Bell and Genesis Rodriguez have per
fect chemistry and their interactions 
with Sam Worthington create a real 
family dynamic that is almost enviable.

The great thing about this movie is 
that it follows amateurs trying to pull 
off a heist. There are mistakes. There 
are moments of nervousness. But it’s 
all with such great detail; you can even 
see their hands shaking. These are not 
master thieves with the typical nerves 
of steel and it makes these characters 
more relatable and believable. It also 
makes you root for them all the more. 
That is not to say that there is not a well 
thought-out plan. It may not have the 
elegance of Ocean’s Eleven or the com
plexity of Inside Man, but “Man on a 
Ledge” does have a brilliant amount of 
fun and action.

“Man on a Ledge” really succeeds in 
drawing you into the story and deserves 
to be seen and appreciated.

“Jdin Carter^’ boasts bkxxfy action and wild fiin
CARYS COATES MARTIN

' ASSOCIATE WRITER

Inspired by Edgar Rice Burroughs’ novel, 
“A Princess of Mars”, “John Carter” is a hard 
film to define. Those expecting a movie version 
of the book and those expecting greatness will 
be disappointed. “John Carter” isn’t good but it 
isn’t bad either.

At least one thing’s positive however. “John 
Carter” has created its own unique world 
with original characters and creatures. As far 
as environmentalism and social commentary, 
there are a few scenes that touch these topics, 
but they’re over rather quickly and don’t hold 
up the movie.

Taylor Kitsch as John Carter is a very mixed 
leading man. He is handsome, spends most of the 
time barely clothed and has just enough depth to 
make his character engaging. Except for the open
ing battle scene, all the action involves John Carter 
and the actor puUs it all off with ease. However, 
Kitsch uses a ridiculously forced gravelly voice, 
which makes everything he says sound strange. 
Even a superb script, which John Carter doesn’t 
have, would falter in that voice. A strange thing 
happens though, it becomes a theme of the movie; 
what should be bad and disastrous mixes together 
to be oddly fun and hilarious.

Lynn Collins, as Dejah Thoris, is all the 
things a leading lady could want, a scientist and 
a princess. Her only motivation throughout the 
movie is to save her planet. Her scenes high
light her honest character however, and once 
she picks up a sword, becomes more than the 
stereotypical warrior princess. Collins brings 
wild emotion to her character and is a great 
counterpart to Kitsch’s stoic nature. The chem
istry between Dejah and Carter is instanta
neous though complicated.

“John Carter” is a film you can laugh with 
and at, with equal enjoyment. There are several 
comedic moments that really capture this idea 
and bring it to life. The visuals, as expected, 
were stunning. The action was quick, bloody, 
and unrealistic, in a good way. The plot was 
driven by action rather than character but you 
do not feel cheated because all in all the movie 
still delivers.

Though it would be easy to pick apart “John 
Carter” by pointing out all the absurdities and 
unlikely scenarios, you’d be doing yourself a 
disservice.

“John Carter” is not a great movie; however 
it is a fun movie. If you go with the mindset of 
watching a fabulously flawed movie, you will 
spend a good amount of time laughing with sin
cere amusement.
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Nowadays the hohda\'s are marked more than 
anything else by our food choices, these dietary 
decisions are becoming p;irt of the tradition itself. 
Candy apples on Halloween to corned beef and 
cabbage on St. Patrick's Day. But with Easter just 
a few days away, the shelves are lined with one 
iconic seasonal treat. Peeps!

In an array of pastel colors and small-animal 
shapes. Peeps are available in an assortment of 
interesting variations, with new ones coming out 
every season. This year's new addition is a choc
olate-dipped mousse Peep, .sure to please aficio
nados.

However, this plethora of choices hasn’t always 
been the available. When the sugary treat first 
debuted it came in only a single variety: the yel
low chick. Back then, the Rtxida Candy Company 
produced each Peep by hand, in their small, 
Pennsylvania based store with each batch taking 
27 hours to complete. In 1953 Just Born, a candy 
company founded thirty years earlier in Brtx>klyn 
by Russian immigrant Sam Born, acquired the 
Rodda Candy Company and with it. the Peep.

Sam Born had a long history of innovation 
in the candy busine,ss and more specifically, the 
production process. So it was no surprise when 
in 1954 Just Born revolutionised Peep productioti 
w'ith a mechanized assembly line that could make 
many Peeps at once and reduced the completion

time dramatically.
With this introduction. Peeps began their march 

onto shelves and into homes across the country. 
In the following years Just Born would introduce 
ail kinds of specialty shapes such as pumpkins, 
Christmas trees, hearts, stars and bunnies, as 
well as new flavors such as vanilla, chocolate and 
slrawbeny.

Their popularity has soared so much that Peep 
eating contests are held around the country in the 
week following Easter. Right now' the record is 
102 Peeps! But that’s not their only recreation
al use. Peep dioramas have become a feature in 
many local and national newspapers. Elaborate, 
often pun-focused entries that get larger and more 
intricate every year. Past dioramas have included a 
Peeps nativity scene, “Top Peep.” a play on the TV 
show “Top Chef,” “Little Bo Peep," and parodies 
of current events such as the Hudson River plane 
crash and the W'ashington Post'.s 2011 contest win
ner. “Chilean CoPeepapo Mine Re.scue.” based off 
the Copiapo mining incident from 2010.

Today, enough Peeps of all shapes and flavors 
are produced each year to circle the Earth twdce 
w hen placed end to end. That’s 49.802 nriles of 
Peeps, or more than 700 million individual piece.s!

With each Peep having on average only 35 calo
ries, they may not be such a bad craving to indulge 
and you'll certainly have plenty to choose from. phfltfts hy Socrates Matirii
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