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SOCRATES MAURA

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
The Monroe Community 

College Board of Trustees settled 
on a new location for the Damon 
City Campus last December, after 
a long period of scouting and con
sideration.

The selection comes after 
MCC’s board assessed nearly 20 
possible locations, before decid
ing to pass their recommendation 
to the County Executive’s office.

The proposal asks for the 
downtown campus to move from 
the Sibley Building, into an 
Eastman Kodak property on State 
Street and Morrie Silver Way.

The move comes amidst 
negotiations between Rochwil 
Associates, Sibley Building own
ers, and MCC over the cost to rent 
the downtown facility.

According to an MCC press 
release citing the negotiations, the 
current contract ties the college to 
a $3.1 million per-year rent agree
ment, which is currently being 
renegotiated. The new contract 
calls for a raise in rent to $4 mil
lion per year, with one option

offering a lower rate but a subse
quent $6.4 million penalty for ter
minating the lease in 2015.

The board’s campus proposal 
calls for an end to rent and a relo
cation of the Damon City Campus 
to a permanent location.

According to Cynthia Cooper, 
Assistant to the President, College, 
Community and Government 
Relations at Monroe Community 
College, the choice would save 
the MCC around $10 million over 
staying at the Sibley Building and 
could be accomplished in the next 
few years. “Our goal is to occupy 
the new campus in 2015,” Copper 
stated.

The proposed site met a list 
of criteria, but was selected due 
to two primary considerations: 
what’s best for students and most 
fiscally responsible for the col
lege. “The location at State Street 
and Morrie Silver Way meets 
both of those criteria,” Cooper 
stated. “This location gives our 
students the best possible oppor
tunity to succeed in their educa
tion and find a job.”

Continued on page 3
The Kodak building and a mock-up of adjacent facility.
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Unusual temperatures could pose greater winter nsks
SOCRATES MAURA

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

A slow release of lake moisture 
and lack of cold winds have low
ered the appearance of snow for 
the winter, increasing the chances 
of sharp precipitation once north
ern winds start swooping down 
the country.

Dan Robertson, Chair of 
Chemistry and Geosciences at 
MCC, said that temperatures 
below the 48th parallel north have 
so far been mild, but that the sys
tem will eventually balance out. 
“There is some pinned-up energy, 
if you want to think of it that way, 
in the overall system,” Robertson 
said. “What has happened is that 
colder pockets of air, which is 
what is really required for the

extreme storms, we’ve seen very 
little of,” he continued.

Robertson has taught a vari
ety geosciences classes at MCC 
for the past 10 years. According 
to the professor, the potential for 
heavy snow is there, but the con
ditions are not present. “Because 
it has been so mild, the lakes 
themselves have a lot of latent 
heat that is still stored there,” 
Robertson said. “The tempera
tures are below normal in the 
lakes and also above normal here, 
above those lakes, so we haven’t 
seen a lot of precipitation take 
place”.

Robertson explains that when 
the cold jet stream moves down, 
the contrast is likely to pick up 
the moisture released by the lakes 
and increase the potential for

Dan Robertson, Cbau- of 
Chemistry and Geosciences.

photo by Socrates Maura

snow. “Once we get the tempera
ture contrast the lake-effect snow 
is pretty significant,” he said. “It 
takes a lot of that cold tempera
ture for this to be stabilized over 
the winter.”

During the winter, the cold 
air jet stream goes halfway down 
the country. “That’s when you get 
frost warning and crop troubles,” 
the professor said. “We’ve yet 
to see a situation where the jet 
stream is dipped very far south.”

The professor speculates that 
once a temperature contrast exist- 
storms could follow. “That sug
gests that we could, and probably 
will, see some relatively heavy 
snow,” Robertson said.

Rochester is relatively sur
rounded by moisture. “We have 
sources of moisture in Lake 
Ontario and Lake Erie and, in 
fact, in Georgian Bay [Lake 
Huron],” Robertson cited, adding 
that other sources of moisture, 
such as the Atlantic Ocean will 
also contribute.

Lacrosse 
team in 
for tough 
season

ROBIN LAUSSE

SENIOR WRITER

The MCC men’s lacrosse team 
dropped one slot on the Lacrosse 
Magazine preseason rankings.

The team is currently ranked 
at number six, against other 
Region HI colleges.

Head coach John Keogh dis
missed the classification. “We are 
aware of the ranking, but don’t 
look into it too much,” Keogh 
said.

The Tribunes enter the season 
facing some challenges, among 
them replacing last year’s top two 
offensive players, Austin Gorman 
and Matt Osgood.

Keogh said improvements can 
still be made throughout the sea
son. “It’s too early to make any 
predictions about how we will do 
this Spring,” he said. ^ ^

Keogh is counting on play
ers to move the team forward. 
“Our players take a lot of pride 
to represent Monroe Community 
College and the Rochester region 
as a place that plays very good 
lacrosse,” the coach said.

While there is a trio of highly 
regarded returnees, Keogh sees 
newcomers contributing early 
and often. “Our top returning 
players are Midfielders Brad 
Hutton and Tim Yedder, and 
Defender Matt Smith. We have 
many new faces who will be 
asked to contribute right away 
this spring. Some players to look 
out for this year are Zach Yehl, 
Mike Blood, Alex Howell, and 
Adam Weaver,” Keogh said.

Three-time defending national 
champion, Onondaga Community 
College was ranked no.l on the 
magazine’s Ust. Keogh has OCC 
and Genesee Community College 
on his crosshairs.

“OCC is a team with fantas
tic talent and will be a big game 
for us,” Keogh said. “Genesee is 
another team we are very aware 
of. They knocked us out of 
the regional playoffs last year 
and return their top two scorers, 
so that is another team on our 
radar,” Keogh concluded.
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New positions 
created by S.E.G.A

LEANNA POUCH

WEB GOES DARK OVER SOPA

SPORTS EDITOR
The Student Events and ; 

Governanee Association | 
(S.E.G.A) created two new posi
tions for the Spring semester, ^ 
aimed at helping non-traditional 
and nighttime students enjoy a 
better student experience.

Shawntea Thompson was 
appointed Adult & Evening 
Student Coordinator and Lisa 
Good was appointed as the Round i 
Table Coordinator. |

According to S.E.G.A., | 
the Adult & Evening Student | 
Coordinator is responsible for | 
addressing the needs of evening « 
students and their voicing opin- i 

ions on student government meet
ings.

Nighttime students had voiced 
opinions and suggested chang- I 
es for the Damon Campus with 
regards to the bookstore hours, 
security and Sodexo during eve
ning hours.

Roundtable coordinators ; 
are responsible for organizing i 

a monthly meeting with DCC 
clubs and organizations and tak
ing their concerns to the S.E.G.A. 
Mandatory S.E.G.A meetings are 
held Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays to assess student con
cerns. I

Non-traditional students j 
account for 33 percent of MCC’s I 
student population. i

From top-right down:
Wikipedia
Wired Magazine
Word Press
Google
Reddit
Mojang
Mozilla

US shuts down MegaUpload
BEN FRITZ

LOS ANGELES TIMES

LOS ANGELES - The 
Department of Justice announced 
Thursday that it has conduct
ed a major action to shut down 
MegaUpload, a popular file
sharing site widely used for free 
downloads of movies and televi
sion shows.

After receiving indictments 
from a grand jury in Virginia for 
racketeering conspiracy, conspir
acy to commit copyright infringe
ment and other charges on Jan. 
federal authorities on Thursday 
arrested four people and exe
cuted more than 20 search 
warrants in the U.S. and 
eight foreign countries, 
seizing 18 domain names 
and an estimated $50 mil
lion in assets, including 
servers run in Virginia and 
Washington, D.C.

MegaUpload is a “digital 
locker” that allows users to store 
files that can then be streamed or 
downloaded by others. Its sub
sidiary site MegaVideo became 
very popular for the unauthor
ized downloads of movies and 
TV shows. Users whose uploaded 
content proved particularly popu
lar were paid for their participa
tion.

In a joint statement, the Justice 
Department and FBI called the 
action “among the largest crimi
nal copyright cases ever brought

by the United States.”
Ira Rothken, an attorney for 

MegaUpload, said in an interview 
that he only learned of the actions 
in a news release this morning 
and had not yet read the entire 
indictment. “Our initial impres
sion is that the allegations are 
without merit and MegaUpload is 
going to vigorously contest them,” 
he said. “We have deep concerns 
over due process and assets being 
taken without the opportunity for 
a hearing.”

According to the indictment, 
the operators of MegaUpload 
earned more than $175 million in 
illegal profits and caused an esti
mated $500 million in harm to 
copyright holders.

The site is advertised as having 
more than 50 million daily visi
tors, according to federal authori
ties.

Four of MegaUpload’s opera
tors have been arrested in New 
Zealand, while three more remain 
at large. Not listed on the indict
ment is rapper Swiss Beatz _ 
real name Kasseem Dean _ 
who, according to a report in the 
New York Post, is the CEO of 
MegaUpload. Beatz is married to 
pop singer Alicia Keys.

Rothken said that Beatz had 
not been running the site but that 
recently there had been “a transi
tion period going on.”

The seven each face a maxi
mum of 55 years in prison.

The news is sure to be wel
come in the entertainment indus

try, whose leaders have faced 
a recent setback in their push 
for the Stop Online Piracy 
Act and Protect Intellectual 
Property Act. The proposed 
bills, if passed, would make 
it easier for U.S. courts to go 

after piracy sites that, unlike 
MegaUpload, operate entirely 

overseas.
Critics who believe the bills 

are heavy-handed and don’t ade
quately protect civil liberties con
ducted a U.S. Internet “blackout.” 
As many as 10,000 websites went 
black Wednesday, among them 
Wikipedia, Craigslist and Reddit. 
The protest helped to pressure 
lawmakers to oppose SOPA and 
PIPA.

The Obama administra
tion announced its opposition to 
the bills in their current forms 
Saturday.
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Opposition to Internet piracy bills 
shows tech sector's sIrengA

JIM PUZZANGHERA

LOS ANGELES TIMES

WASHINGTON _ The derail
ing of long-sought legislation to 
combat digital piracy is a trou
bling sign for the entertainment 
industry, whose insider lobbyists 
were routed by technology com
panies armed with the brute-force 
power of the Internet.

Tech still lags behind 
Hollywood in campaign contri
butions, but its leaders showed 
this week that they could mobi
lize opposition against bills that 
threatened the Web’s wide-open 
borders.

Lawmakers’ ears were still 
ringing Thursday from the 
thousands of calls and emails 
that flooded Capitol Hill on 
Wednesday, the day Wikipedia 
led about 10,000 websites in a 
blackout to protest the legislation. 
The Internet companies said the 
bills could lead to censorship and 
cause legitimate websites to shut 
down, and at least six co-sponsors 
of the bill pulled their support.

The upshot is that the enter
tainment industry, which has 
pushed aggressively for more than 
a year for broad new powers that 
would allow the federal govern
ment and U.S. companies to tar
get those websites more quickly, 
will probably have to settle for a 
more limited set of tools in nar
rower legislation that will take 
time to draft.

Tech industry partisans were 
elated, characterizing this week’s 
developments as a populist vic
tory over old-school, inside-the- 
Beltway Hollywood lobbyists.

“This was not just about this 
bill; this was about the way a lot 
of things happen in this town,” 
said Mike Masnick, president of 
the TechDirt blog.

Both Hollywood and Internet 
companies want to halt foreign 
piracy, but they disagree over how 
to do it.

Hollywood wants strong feder
al powers, including the ability to 
block offshore websites that pirate 
movies, music and books. Internet 
companies, which fear that over- 
zealous enforcement could censor 
legitimate websites, want the gov
ernment to choke off money from 
the U.S. that supports the pirates.

The widespread uprising 
online over controversial anti
piracy legislation has fundamen
tally altered the debate and shift
ed the timeline for action from 
weeks to months _ or longer.

“There are solutions, but we 
need to step back and reset,” 
said Markham Erickson, whose 
NetCoalition includes Google 
Inc., Amazon.com Inc., eBay Inc. 
and Yahoo Inc. “Instead of hav
ing to negotiate with a gun to our 
head, so to speak, let’s sit down 
and have a data-driven process.”

The delay is bad news for 
Hollywood, which has been des
perate to shut down foreign sites 
that have been sucking millions of 
dollars from the industry by offer

ing pirated movies, music, books 
and other content.

“Hiding offshore will continue 
to be a safe haven for people that 
steal our stuff, and the longer that 
period extends, the greater the 
damage that can be inflicted,” 
said Michael O’Leary, a senior 
executive vice president at the 
Motion Picture Association of 
America.

In a sign of the magnitude 
of the problem, U.S. prosecu
tors working with international 
authorities unsealed an indictment 
Thursday against seven foreigners 
and two corporations, accusing 
them of massive worldwide online 
piracy through Hong Kong-based 
MegaUpload.com and related 
sites. The sites were shut down.

The indictment, one of the 
largest criminal copyright cases, 
alleged that the scheme generated 
more than $175 million in illicit 
gains and caused more than half 
a billion dollars in harm to copy
right owners.

Opponents of the legislation 
vowed to keep up the pressure.

The bipartisan effort to pass 
the proposed Stop Online Piracy 
Act and the Protect Intellectual 
Property Act is “not dead at all,” 
warned Michael Petricone, vice 
president of government affairs 
for the Consumer Electronics 
Association. He noted that the 
Senate was still scheduled to hold 
a procedural vote Tliesday on 
PIPA.

But that vote was in jeopar
dy after several senators backed 
off their support. On Thursday, 
Senate Minority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., called for a 
delay because of “serious legal, 
policy and operational concerns” 
with the bill.

Opponents of the bills said they 
wanted a slower, more open legis
lative process with congressional 
hearings on the complex techni
cal issues involved in addressing 
rogue foreign websites.

“Why can’t we step back and 
get it right?” Petricone said. “This 
isn’t the Patriot Act; the country’s 
not going to blow up if we don’t 
enact this next week.”

But legislative time is short in 
an election year. And the Internet 
protests might have made the bills 
politically radioactive to some in 
Congress.

The sponsors of the bills prom
ised to make changes and are 
expected to remove the controver
sial provision that enabled access 
to foreign-based piracy sites to be 
blocked.

The White House called for 
the removal of the provision on 
Saturday and urged lawmakers 
to reach consensus on how to 
address online piracy without 
damaging the Internet.

Senate Judiciary Committee 
Chairman Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., 
lead backer of the PIPA bill, 
is working on a set of amend
ments he planned to unveil before 
Ibesday’s vote to address oppo
nents’ concerns.
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To purchase the proper
ty, the County must first review 
and approve of the new loca
tion. Cooper said the County rep
resentatives, including County 
Executive Maggie Brooks, have 
been great partners during the 
process.

Eastman Kodak has been an 
MCC supporter for many years. 
Over the years the company has 
partnered with the college to offer 
new programs and scholarships 
for students.

Cooper clarified that the close 
relationship with Kodak did not 
affect the selection. “We evalu
ated a number of sites against a 
set of criteria,” Cooper added. 
“This location shone through 
as the most fiscally responsible 
option, and the best able to meet 
the needs of our students,” she 
explained.

Fiscally responsible is a recur
ring theme for MCC, as it must 
find new ways to invest taxpayer 
funds wisely.

The Student Events and 
Governance Association, the 
Damon City Campus student gov
ernment, issued a unanimous res
olution supporting the proposal.

Teresa Velazquez, president of 
SEGA, said in a recent statement 
“We’re excited about this new 
location. It means a lot in terms 
of student success.” Velazquez 
hailed the move as having a space 
“we could call our own.”

Downtown safety is also anoth
er topic of concern for several

Teresa Velazquez, Student 
Events and Governance 
Association President, sup
ports the move to the new 
facility.

Damon City students. According 
to SEGA’s resolution many DCC 
students are concerned with their 
personal safety. “Safety is also 
something students have been big 
on,” Velazquez said. “This new 
environment would provide that”.

Support for the proposed loca
tion has been positive overall. 
“The expression of support for 
the Board’s decision is something 
we have been hearing widely,” 
Cooper finalized.
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Building 3, room 134. Brighton Campus.

MCC athletes experience five to ten head injuries per semester
ROBIN LALISSE

SENIOR WRITER

MCC Athletic Trainer 
JMichael Cerame, said that head 
injuries commonly occur in bas
ketball, soccer, hockey, and men’s 
lacrosse, with soccer surpris
ingly being at a higher risk for 
Traumatic Brain Injuries (TBI). 
The CDC reports victims of head 
injuries, generally referred to as 
concussions, experience a change 
in behavior, thinking, or physi
cal functioning often caused by 
a bump, blow, and jolt to an ath
lete’s head. Ranging from “mild” 
where an athlete may experience 
only a brief change in mental sta
tus to “sever” conditions where 
players suffer an extended period 
of unconsciousness or amnesia 
TBI runs the potential risk of

affecting a competitor’s athletic 
career as well as their academic 
directly posing problems in rea
soning, thinking, and areas of lan
guage including communication 
and understanding.

With the recent publicizing of 
the fatality and importance of 
head injuries in pro sports Cerame 
believes the speaking out of pro 
athletes in the media aid in bring
ing attention to a long known 
problem. Openly informing the 
public, athletes, and parents on its 
severity education is the only pre
vention for this formerly unknown 
condition. With education as the 
anecdote coaches and trainers 
explain to parents and student ath
letes that although there is no visi
ble evidence of injury “something 
IS broke, what’s broke is your 
brain” says Cerame “if the brain

isn’t functioning properly neither 
is the body.” Categorizing concus
sions in two groups of Simplest 
and most recognized “no doubt 
about it” where the athlete is rat
tled and unable to stand or “shake 
it off’ and is aware of the injury, 
and the more difficult middle of 
the road concussions where play
ers are aware of the hit but suffer 
headaches and memory blotch
es with symptoms waning in a 
few days. “Athletes have to want 
to be educated.” With coaches 
and trainers educating players and 
parents the ultimate prevention 
of long term effects of possible 
epilepsy and increased risk for 
Alzheimer’s and Parkinson dis
ease is left in the decision of the 
victim. With athletes often ignor
ing the symptoms as a head ache 
and focusing on the good of the

game serious sports issues like 
TBI often fall on deaf ears by 
“when can I play” being their 
primary focus. Confirming the 
necessity for athletes to take heed 
to coaches for a long run in sports, 
Cerame references events involv
ing NHL’s Pittsburgh Penguins 
center Sidney Crosby as a good 
example of working in the best 
interest of an athlete. “Would you 
rather play in game one or game 
twenty, that’s also the champion
ship?”

“It’s a hot topic, I tell the kids 
when I meet with them as a group, 
this is the number one injury out 
there right now, it’s all over the 
media and everything, so we take 
it serious.” Supported by MCC’s 
athletic procedures and policies 
the college acts with an athlete’s 
health and wellbeing as a key

focus. MCC procedure enforces 
a seven day return to play pol
icy, any athlete with a concus
sion must see health services, and 
returns after following procedures 
given. Upon seeing health ser
vices, players undergo a possible 
series of standardized concussion 
assessments; once a concussion is 
confirmed a seven day follow up 
is warranted.

With MCC at a current total of 
three concussions for this semes
ter, two resulting from soccer and 
the other from basketball there 
is no full proof prevention meth
od for Traumatic Brain Injuries, 
awareness is the only prevention 
of long term effects. In the event a 
head injury has occurred athletes 
should immediately see a health 
care professional, who in turn 
may refer you to a neurologist.
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Art of all shapes and sizes has as a place to call home on Brighton campus

ALEX KATES

LIFESTYLES EDITOR

MCC’s Brighton campus isn’t 
particularly known for its exot
ic architecture, colorful art or 
particular emphasis on anything 
other than brown, white and gray. 
Although recent construction and

initiative has begun to change the 
visual boredom that plagues our 
halls, including some art that’s 
been hanging, stagnant for the last 
30 years, there has been one, long 
standing sanctuary for the cre
ative; Building 4.

Though even among the dis
plays of student art and apart 
from the Mercer Gallery’s exhib

its, there exists a unique space 
for expression that stands out. 
Located outside of the Performing 
Arts offices and technology 
rooms is a long hallway, often 
filled with interesting and unusual 
displays.

Existing without a formal 
name, the Building 4 art wall is 
a staple of MCC, and Rochester’s,

freedom of expression and sense 
of artistic community. Over the 
years it’s been home to everything 
from graffiti, paintings that incor
porate audio, interactive exhibits 
and dual purpose art piece/food 
drives.

The wall is part of MCC’s 
Internal Combustion project, 
which involves all aspects of an 
artistic education outside of the 
classroom. Included under the 
Internal Combustion umbrella are 
gallery events, performances of 
all kinds as well as on or off the 
wall art.

Visual and Performing Arts 
professor Kathy Farrell coordi
nates utilization of the wall space 
and sees as it as an opportunity 
to teach students through direct 
observation of art in progress as 
well as allowing them to interact 
with the artists themselves.

Contributing to that effort is 
communal, interactive art such 
as the refrigerator door installa
tion from the fall semester. As 
part of the project, students, not 
just those involved in art classes, 
designed and crafted magnets to 
attach to three refrigerator doors 
hung on the art wall.

Participants’ creativity was 
showcased in the form of poet
ry, quotes, abstract drawings and 
doodles of all varieties. At the end

of the semester, those who had 
contributed were invited to share 
their art by taking one of the mag
nets home and allowing someone 
else to take theirs.

Over the years many installa
tions have come and gone from 
the wall. Some of the murals have 
stayed in a technical sense howev
er, as a result of painting over one 
to make space for another.

“There are probably 14 
paintings on that wall,” says 
Farrell. “We had this wonderful 
Australian artist who came in and 
painted this beautiful mural. I’m 
really sad we painted over his 
mural, but then another one went 
up. Part of the process is to give it 
up; that not everything you make 
is precious.”

The mortal nature of some art 
is often what makes it so interest
ing. That concept is something 
Farrell notes graffiti artists espe
cially, deal with every day. She 
says, “It may be just a moment 
in time that somebody sees this, 
maybe only one person does, but 
it’s had an effect on that one per
son.”

If you’d like to be one of 
those people, information on cur
rent and upcoming art exhibits 
on campus can be found in the 
Creative Arts brochure available 
in the Mercer Gallery.

Local film director has big debut at 
The Little Theater with. Sophomore

ZACK DECLERCK

PHOTO EDITOR

The film titled Sophomore 
had its world premiere here in 
Rochester, January 13, 2012. It 
was an emotional evening at The 
Little Theatre for T. Lee Beideck, 
an independent film director from 
Irondequoit, to say the least.

After six years in the making, 
financial road bumps, the doubt 
of many, a huge amount of sacri
fice and determination from the 
Beideck family, producer Rich 
Angell, the crew, cast, and many 
members of the community. 
Sophomore finally hit the screen 
on a wintery Friday night in 
downtown Rochester. An anxious 
crowd lined East Avenue, outside 
the box office, for this long await
ed premiere. Prior to the mov
ie’s showing, Beideck ran down 
the theater isles, with his arms 
extended for high-fives on either 
side. A very brief speech intro
duced the feature film. Among 
Beideck’s few words were, “I 
promised myself I wouldn’t say 
this but, it’s been a long time 
coming.” Many in the audience 
were quite aware that the movie 
had begun to gain momentum 
back in 2006.

From the surface. Sophomore 
appears to be your typical high 
school comedy. After watching 
the film, however, I can say that it 
far exceeded many of my expecta
tions. This was not your average, 
modem day, high school comedy 
that is merely entertaining but 
lacks substance and plot. Several

characters in the film appeared 
to be caricatures from the start 
but ended up having depth, emo
tional vulnerability, and evolved 
throughout the story. This was 
a relief knowing that Beideck’s 
previous films had been original 
and outside of the box. While 
this film is intended to be much 
more mainstream than his pre
vious works, it still contains the 
integrity of an independent film. 
Many thought provoking ideas 
were expressed in the film, not 
just through to story itself, but 
through several distinct charac
ters.

Hollywood names that stared 
in the Rochester based film 
include Robert Keiper, Amanda 
Plummer, and Patrick Warburton. 
The rest of the cast members were 
largely Rochester natives. Most 
of Beideck’s core cast and crew 
positions were filled by friends, 
friends of friends and kids that 
him and his brother, J.B., found 
wandering around Rochester. 
Pillen’s Farm Pictures created a 
large production studio in a for
mer Kodak building in Rochester 
Tech Park.

Although the film takes place 
in a fictional town, not Rochester, 
many locations used, outside of 
the studio, are quite recognizable. 
Other than the studio at Rochester 
Tech Park in Gates, most scenes 
were shot at West Irondequoit 
High School and many neighbor
hoods around Irondequoit. Scenes 
were also filmed in Penfield, 
Brighton, the City of Rochester,

at Greece Olympia High School, 
and a few other locations.

After the movie, Beideck took 
the stage to introduce the cast and 
show a short behind the scenes 
video. There was also a ques
tion and answer session in which 
Beideck told stories of the hard 
work and resourceful, often comi
cal, means it took to make the 
movie. There was an after party 
for all who attended the premiere 
at Bamba Bistro on Alexander St.

The budget for Sophomore 
was significantly higher than 
Beideck’s previous film. Drivers 
Wanted. The vast amount of peo
ple behind this movie spent the 
past several years putting their 
entire lives on the line, spend
ing every penny they had, des
perately scrambling for more 
investors, and working around 
the clock. The film hit several 
financial standstills during post
production. Many local compa
nies, organizations, municipali
ties, and individuals offered their 
resources to Beideck as a favor, as 
they too were excited for the film.

You can help the hard 
work and dreams of the cast, 
crew and community that invest
ed in Sophomore by going to see 
the film at The Little Theatre on 
East Avenue in Rochester. The 
film will screen there as long 
as it is supported and will pre
mier at larger screens, outside of 
Rochester, if it does well.

More information can be 
found at http://www.sophomore- 
movie.com and www.thelittle.org.

Movie goers line up outside The Little Theater, braving the wind 
and snow, for the world premier of “Sophmore,” January 13, 
2012.

photo h\ 7.ack DeClerck

Spring Play Auditions: Elizabeth Rex

Auditions for MCC’s spring play, Elizabeth Rex, will be held Jan. 
30 - Feb. 2 from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Actors must prepare a contemporary dramatic monologue and will 
be asked to read a Shakespearean monologue at the audition.

Contact Heather Fox for additional information at hfox@monroecc. 
edu or 292-3317

http://www.sophomore-movie.com
http://www.sophomore-movie.com
http://www.thelittle.org
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Mission: Impossible - Ghost Protocol
ALEX KATES

LIFESTYLES EDITOR

The Mission: Impossible series 
has had a long, relatively positive 
and extremely lucrative history, 
known best for its action packed 
treatment of international espio
nage often filled with more twists 
and turns than you can count.

As the main eharacter of the 
series, Tom Cruise is back once 
again and possibly for the last 
time, as Ethan Hunt in the latest 
Mission: Impossible installment, 
“Ghost Protocol.”

Much of the cast from the 
previous films, as usual, do not 
return. Notable exceptions are 
Simon Pegg as Cruise’s bumbling 
but good natured tech specialist 
from “Mission: Impossible III” 
and a brief cameo by series vet

eran Ving Rhames. Cruise’s 
most well-known new co-star is 
Jeremy Renner, playing fellow 
IMF member William Brandt, 
who is rumored to be taking over 
the series in the future.

This time around, the IMF 
team is faced with impossible 
odds. Disavowed by their own 
government and cut off from all 
support they’re set on a mission 
to avert nuclear disaster. Making 
stops across the globe, including 
an explosive visit to the Kremlin 
in Moscow and a thrilling stay at 
the tallest building in the world, 
Burj Khalifa in Dubai, their high 
stakes journey is a satisfying 
blend of pure entertainment and 
emotional reveals.

Where “Ghost Protocol” fails 
is in the details. The engrossing 
roller coaster ride you’re taken 
on throughout the film, the one

that keeps you on the edge of 
your seat, helps to distract you 
from the ultimately inconsequen
tial story. One which is plagued 
by overcomplicated plot lines and 
unclear technical explanations.

Missing the story driven sus
pense and mystery of earlier 
films, “Ghost Protocol” choses 
to focus on action, often jump
ing from one high speed chase to 
the next without anything of sub
stance between. In this model the 
viewer misses out on the guessing 
game involved in sorting through 
story clues but is kept entertained 
by the constant action on screen.

Though “Ghost Protocol” isn’t 
necessarily true to its roots, it still 
manages to be a satisfying and 
entertaining action flick, worth 
seeing if for nothing else than 
watehing almost 50-year-old Tom 
Cruise jump off buildings.

Jeremy Renner plays Brandt in “Mission: Impossible - Ghost Protocol."
' .......... ........................................... photo hy David James/Courtesy Paramount Pictures!MCI

“The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo;” finally 
real characters, not just actors in costume

ALEX KATES

LIFESTYLES EDITOR

Based off the first novel, ’’Men 
Who Hate Women” in Swedish 
author Stieg Larsson’s three part 
Millennium series, this thriller 
tells the gripping story of a girl’s 
disappearance and the rippling 
consequences it has 40 years later.

The film features Daniel 
Craig as Mikael Blomkvist, a dis
graced journalist hired to investi
gate a 40-year-old mystery. The 
casual but suspicious nature of 
Blomkvist fits Craig well, and 
his performance, although not 
particularly notable, is extremely 
believable.

In fact, that’s something many 
of the actors within the film seem 
to have achieved. Their charac
ters appear real in every facet. 
From the aging Nazi recluse to 
the grotesquely malfeasant law
yer, “The Girl with the Dragon 
Tattoo” is a paragon of spot on 
casting and beautifully executed 
performances.

Despite excellent contributions 
by well-known actors such as 
Christopher Plummer and Stellan 
Skarsgard, it’s the performance 
of relatively new actress Rooney 
Mara however, that absolutely 
steals the spotlight.

Playing the role of Lisbeth 
Salander, Mara shapes a deeply 
complex and emotionally riveting 
character with surprisingly few 
words. Much of that is the result 
of a brutally honest depiction of 
abuse; the absolute depravity of 
which, bonds the viewer emotion
ally to Salander with ease.

Producing this film was a 
work of repetition however, sinee 
it’s the third iteration of the mate
rial.

Besides Stieg Larsson’s origi
nal novels, three Swedish pro
duced film adaptations have been 
made.

While trying to set itself apart 
from previous incarnations of 
the source material, screenwriter 
Steven Zaillian does an excellent 
job of staying true to the original

in both tone and spirit while trim
ming down extraneous plot ele
ments to narrow the film’s focus 
and reduce it to a more enjoyable 
length.

Clocking in at 2 hours and 38 
minutes, the film is still a con
siderable undertaking, but at no 
point becomes arduous.

Director David Fincher is well 
known for making dark and vio
lent films such as “Seven,” “Fight 
Club,” and “Zodiac.” “The Girl 
with the Dragon Tattoo” is no 
exception. The more disturbing 
aspects of the film are not includ
ed for mere shock value. Instead, 
they help to create a truly affec
tive movie.

Fortunately, the American 
adaptations of both the second and 
third novels in the Millennium 
series have been given the green 
light. So if at the end of “The Girl 
with the Dragon Tattoo” you’re 
left wanting more of Salander and 
Blomkvist’s unusual and eaptivat- 
ing relationship, relief is only a 
short while off.
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Small band Safetysuit makes 
big splash with long antici
pated album, “These Times”

ALEX KATES

LIFESTYLES EDITOR

With four years between 
their first and second releases, 
the world had plenty of time to 
forget all about alt-rock band, 
“Safetysuit.” However, let
ting their newest album, “These 
Times,” go unheard would be an 
awfully unfortunate mistake.

With such a long lapse in the 
release of new music, the worry 
for any band would be losing 
touch with your established fans; 
having their taste evolve beyond 
your own evolution as artists. But 
as the music scene has changed 
over the last half a decade, so has 
“Safetysuit.”

And boy, has it been a good 
four years for them.

Departing from the more 
acoustie, ballad style songs of 
their first album, “These Times” 
evokes comparisons to “30 
Seconds to Mars” and “Phoenix,” 
two bands constantly ahead of the 
pack in terms of style and presen

tation.
Some songs soar, others rock 

and they all hit hard with power
ful voeals from lead singer, Doug 
Brown.

Title song “These Times” does 
return to a sound and tone similar 
to their first album, but in moder
ation is a fantastic inclusion.

Besides those same genre 
influenees elements of R&B and 
electronica can be found dotted 
throughout the album. “Let Go” 
is an espeeially notable example.

But “These Times” is more 
than just a few great songs inter
mixed with filler material. Every 
song on the album is a unique, 
valuable and single worthy inclu
sion; each possessing its own 
individual sound and together 
creating a well-textured and inter
esting collection.

Four years may be a long time 
to wait, but if that’s what it takes 
to produce music like “These 
Times,” it’s a wait well worth 
it and “Safetysuit” a band well 
worth watching.

Rooney Mara a.s private investigator and social outcast, Lisbeth 
Salander in “The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo,”

photo by Baldur Bragason/Courtesy Columbia Pictures/MCI
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TRUTH
Product reviews by the MD truth testers.

BUST
PRODUCT NAME:
Fast Brite Lens Restore

CLAIM:
Showroom bright in 30 seconds.

VERD'CT

troth
REVIEW:

Fast Brite is a two-step system to polish 
and protect a vehicle's headlights.

The procedure is clearly outlined in the 
product's packaging and instructions are 
easy to follow.

After the first application and a bit of 
physical exhertion, the product polished 
the vehicle headlamp as promised.
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DisdaimenThe Monroe Doctrine carries out testing in a spirit of utnuKt fairness. We do not endorse any product or make claims on their beh^.The claims are not sdentificiHid simitar 
results may be not achieved by other individuals testing the product All product names are copyright of their respective owners.


