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Overwhelmed students risk failure mcc

SOCRATES MAURA

EDITOR IN CHIEF

Last semester, several student 
dubs and organizations lost mem
bers in leadership positions after 
students were unable to meet the 
minimum GPA requirements. 
This reflects a imiversal trend 
among some students who decide 
Id struggle against their academic 

on their own, without tak-

ing time to take advantage of the 
opportunities offered on campus.

For all students, grades remain 
a big part of their student life. 
According to MCC Advisors, 
there are many reasons for aca
demic problems, too many to 
pinpoint a specific culprit. More 
often than not the result is that the 
student is simply overwhelmed, 
and thus suffers academically.

Betty Stewart, the Director 
of the Office of Student Life and

Leadership
passionate
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Development, feels 
about the subject. 

Stewart said she wants to help 
students get back on solid ground. 
She says she can relate to some 
of these problems from her own 
experience. “I still remember my 
first semester and I learned what 
was expected from me,” she com
mented.

Stewart says that many stu
dents facing academic problems 
may simply be unaware of the

resources MCC has in place. 
Others do, but simply wait too 
long before asking for advice.

Taine Vinci, Associate Director 
of Counseling and Advising 
Center in Bldg. 1, Room 231, said 
help is always available. “There’s 
always an advisor ready to receive 
walk-ins,” she said, adding that 
the advising center is open from 
8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Monday 
through Thursday, and until 4:45 
p.m. on Fridays. She explained 
that students could walk into the 
center and sound things out with 
an adviser, and then follow up 
with an appointment.

Vinci says there is no way to 
pinpoint one specific cause of stu
dent failure, but concurs that there 
are many causes. Even then, the 
Counseling and Advising Center 
staff is trained to help students 
with a variety of academic or 
emotional problems. The center 
helps students through problems 
of depression, anxiety, fears, per
sonal, drug, or alcohol issues. Not 
only that, the advising side of the 
center is there to help students 
keep on track academically. They 
also help students with subjects 
ranging from part-time financial 
aid to schedule changes.

For student leaders the stress 
can be double. Vinci explained 
that there is a higher expectation 
placed on student leaders because 
of their positions as role models 
within the student body.

continued on page 3

Gates Foundation grant recieved by MCC
NORA MISHANEC-NOVAK

LIFESTYLES EDITOR

Last semester, MCC was the 
[cipient of two grants from 
le Bill and Melinda Gates 
flundation: the Next Generation 
.earning Challenge and 
Completion by Design. The two 
[rants will enable the college to 
sens on increasing the success 
tte of low-income, traditional 
ollege-aged students.

“Both Gates grants will make 
lie that we create an academic 
ivironment that supports their 

iccess and opportunities so that 
ley an complete a degree or a 
loricplace credential that would

be valuable,” said MCC president. 
Dr. Aime Kress.

The Gates Foundation con
ceived of the Completion By 
Design program to fund projects 
specifically at community col
leges. The goal is to improve 
graduation rates. MCC received 
the grant to improve college read
iness by forming a partnership 
with Rochester public schools, 
which send 60 percent of their 
graduates to MCC each year. Dr. 
Kress hopes that the grant will 
help MCC build a better support 
system to prevent students from 
dropping out.

continued on page 3
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The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation has been giving grants to 
community colleges for several years.

reaches out 
to adult 
students

JOSHUA GIUIULY

NEWS EDITOR

With the graduating high 
school student cohort diminish
ing, Monroe Community College 
is taking steps to maintain the 
size of its student body by increas
ing marketing towards adults and 
non-traditional students.

Students under the age of 20, 
mostly those just coming out of 
high school, still make up the 
largest age group of students but 
that group is expected to diminish 
over the next few years. Because 
of this, MCC felt the need to 
increase its advertising towards 
those over the age of 20, those 
who had not attended or finished 
college and those who wanted to 
retrain themselves in a different 
field to better find a job in a tough 
economy.

In addition to advertising, the 
school has also taken steps to 
encourage adults and non-tradi
tional students. MCC recently 
participated in a study to deter
mine what adult students are 
looking for in their college edu
cation. This showed that adults 
are primarily concerned about 
the quality of their college expe
rience, the how convenient it is, 
and the value of their education. 
Because of this, MCC wants to 
demonstrate that it can be a more 
cost-effective school than some of 
the other local tech schools.

Although the college has 
always had advertising aimed at 
those target audiences, Coimie 
Herrera, Director of Marketing 
Communications, says that the 
college has expanded the venues 
in which they are advertising. 
In addition to the print adver
tisements in the Democrat and 
Chronicle and Jobs, a publica
tion often found at supermarkets 
and shopping centers, the school 
has taken out radio and televi
sion advertisements. The school 
also bought billboard space on 
NY-390.
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E-refunds remain suspended until 
security flaws worked out

MATT ULAKOVIC

MANAGING EDITOR

The realm of financial aid con
tinues to be an area which many 
college students find difficult to 
fully understand. Regulations 
and judicial processes surroimd- 
ing higher education sometimes 
change, often times leading to a 
less than stellar experience.

MCC students experience these 
issues no differently. From book
store allocations for technology or 
text books, to the recent criminal 
activity surrounding financial aid 
refunds, assumptions and misin
formation may leave any college 
student with questions which add 
to the burden of planning for col
lege.

Last semester (Fall 2010) MCC 
implemented a program which 
would have electronically depos
ited each student’s financial aid 
refimd into the bank account of 
their own choice if they chose 
not to receive it via the traditional 
paper check. Yet the system ran 
into problems with the theft of 
student refunds last semester.

As it turns out, the program 
which would have eased the bur
den of cashing a paper check has 
been indefinitely postponed until 
the investigation and criminal 
case have been resolved, and pre
cautions have been developed to 
ensure the safety and security of

any such programs in the future.
According to MCC’s direc

tor of Student Financial Services, 
Jerome St. Croix, the college is 
going to move forward very care
fully before reconsidering a direct 
deposit program.

“Before the college is willing 
to open that e-refund opportunity 
up again, they want to be 100 per
cent certain,” St. Croix said, “That 
they’ve met all the security links 
and challenges.”

Another area of financial aid 
that may present some confusion 
is the allocation and extension of 
student financial aid to bookstore 
credits for the purchase of text
books and other class related sup
plies, including technology items. 
It’s helpful to understand that this 
allocation typically occurs when 
a student’s estimated financial aid 
exceeds their charges for tuition 
and fees.

This authorization provides 
students with an opportunity to 
purchase their class supplies with
out having to worry about how 
they will secure the funds to do 
so. Yet some course loads and 
their associated academic mate
rials easily eclipse the initial 
book store credit issued. When 
faced with this situation. Student 
Financial Services is understand
ing and actually may approve an 
extension on the original credit to 
cover the remaining balance of a

student’s book store purchase.
The process is relatively sim

ple. Students whose book store 
expenses exceed their given 
credits can ask for a duplicate 
receipt indicating the anticipated 
total cost of the supplies need
ed. Once they have that verifica
tion, students can go to Student 
Financial Services to request an 
extension. In most cases, the pro
cess is easy and the turnaround 
rapid. However, when a student 
has spent, or intends to spend, the 
credit on unnecessary items, the 
request may take longer to process 
or even be denied.

“We’re trying to give the stu
dents the opportunity to get their 
required books and supplies. Our 
clerks have to evaluate to make 
sure they weren’t frivolous before 
they can authorize an increase,” 
St. Croix said.

Students have access to an 
abundance of help when it comes 
to figuring out the issues surround
ing financial aid. Aside from sim
ply waiting in line to speak with a 
clerk. Student Financial Services 
seasonally issues a newsletter, and 
hosts a financial aid workshop 
almost every week throughout the 
year. Financial aid questions may 
also be answered by visiting the 
department’s web page at www. 
monroecc.edu/depts/finaid/.

OVERWHELMED STUDENTS: continued from page 1

Mike Adams, president of Phi Theta Kappa, admitted that students 
must realize how much some clubs and organizations actually demand, 
emphasizing that school must come first.

Peter Shipman, Publicity and Promotions Coordinator for CAB, 
leans more toward taking advantage of the advising options. “These 
services make or break the difference between those who do well and 
those who don’t,” said Shipman, “Students I know who get As and B’s 
are not afraid to ask for help.”

To some, fear of ridicule seems to be an excuse for some to avoid 
counseling. Betty Stewart disagrees with that attitude. She explained 
that there is nothing to feel embarrassed about.

Student organizations offer many potential career advantages for 
students. Students and staff agree that the skills gained through any 
of these groups can classify as resume builders in the eyes of many 
potential employers. These co-curricular groups can offer the ability 
for members to create their own environments and to serve as a source 
of hands-on training for many engaging opportunities. However, these 
benefits come with a sizeable commitment, and students should keep 
this in mind when they decide to join, and know when it’s time to ask 
for help.

ADULT STUDENTS: continued 
from page 1

The school’s own website was 
also refurbished. The new one has 
an easier to reach section for adult 
students.

Most of these changes were 
put into effect before the fall 2010 
semester and they seem to be 
having an effect already. Andrew 
Freeman, Director of Admissions, 
stated that the school had not 
changed anything else but appli
cations were up 5% for the spring 
2011 semester. 3.5% of that 5% 
increase consisted of people over 
20 and the majority of that group 
is over age 24.

MCC doesn’t just want to get 
adult students, they want to keep 
them too. Herrera said, “We’re 
always open to hearing what adult 
students have to say about how the 
school is doing for them.”
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Public 
Safety 
Report
11/29/10 - Violation of MCC Policy: Parking

• A MCC student was using someone else’s handicap per
mit to park on campus.

12/02/10 - Suspicious Condition: Person

• Suspicious person in the E.L.C., possibly researching 
bomb material on the computer.

12/08/10 - Public Lewdness

• Patrol responded to a delayed report of public lewdness 
in Lot J.

12/13/10 - Suspicious Condition

• R/0 responded to an anonymous call in Building 19 and 
recovered a green leafy substance which appeared to be 
marijuana out of a trash bin.

12/19/10 - Check The Welfare

• Resident student notified Public Safety that she had not 
seen her roommate in three days.

12/22/10 - Petit Larceny

• An MCC ETS employee reports that a college owned net- 
book was stolen out of Building 12.

1/02/11 - Petit Larceny

• A MCC Facilities employee reports an unknown suspect 
stole his broom and dust pan from outside his work locker.

1/03/11 - Identity Theft

• A student took someone else’s credit card information 
then identified themselves as the other person and charged 
$64 to the college.

1/03/11 - Petit Larceny

• Patrol responded to a larceny in the bookstore.

1/04/11 - Harassment: Investigation

• R/O was dispatched for a report of an MCC employee 
receiving disturbing and sexually suggestive e-mail mes
sages on their Facebook account.

12/06/10 - Petit Larceny

• Two MCC students had personal property stolen from a" 
gym locker in Building 10.

rhere have been several reports of students having their 
Pods stolen from out of their cars in the parking lot. 
kudents are advised to place any valuables out of plain 
light in their vehicle if they choose to leave them there.
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Library changes policies due to a 
variety of complaints
NORA MISCANEC'NOVAK

LIFESTYLES EDITOR

The Leroy V. Goode Library 
instituted several new policies last 
semester with varying success in 
response to numerous incidents 
of library space misuse. Library 
Director, Ted Ciambor, explained 

the changes were an attempt 
to better serve the 19,000 MCC 
students who have access to the 
library.

Library administration adapt
ed the third floor to serve the 
needs of individual students at 
the beginning of the fall semes
ter. “We tried to make the third 
floor conducive to quiet study,” 
said Ciambor.

Complaints about high noise 
llevels prompted the library staff 
'to designate the third floor study 
rooms for singles and the fourth 
floor study rooms for group work 
because some students were 

lobserved using the study rooms 
^as hangout spots. Ciambor spec- 
%ulated that this was because of 

the library’s location adjacent to 
the food court and some students 
may have seen the library as an 
extension of the lounge area in the 
Campus Center.

Library staff intermittently dis- 
(vered rowdy and uncontrolled 

ies of more than ten people 
laying music. A policy adopt- 

in mid-December stopped this 
practice by requiring all students 
|to surrender their ID cards in 
iorder to obtain the use of a pri
vate study room. The occupants 
must also display a headcount in 

le study room window. “It’s all 
ibout civility,” said Ciambor. 

Safety also presented an issue 
ause the parties were a fire

photo by Leo Nealon

Finding a quiet place to study was often difficult in the Leroy V. 
Goode library which prompted policy changes so that students 
like nursing major Amalia Denesha can study peacefidly,

certain areas for ccj uu n purposes. 
We’re trying to meet the myriad 
needs of students here at MCC,” 
he said.

Ciambor added that reno
vations might be necessary in 
the future to guarantee that the 
library can continue to meet the 
needs of MCC students. Even in 
the current atmosphere of finan
cial worry, Ciambor expressed, 
“The College is receptive to the 
idea of making changes.”

hazard. Now, the number of stu
dents allowed in a study room is 
capped at six. The library staff 
will be monitoring students peri
odically in concert with Public 
Safety to ensure that the rules are 
being followed.

The library will continue to 
fine-tune its new policies this 
semester. Ciambor attested that 
all changes at the library were 
being made in the interest of stu
dents. “We’ve tried to designate

itudents host bone marrow registry drive
MARIA LOCASTRO

COPY EDITER

The Second Annual MCC Bone Marrow Registry 
ive will be held in the Brighton atrium and in the 

ion fourth floor lounge on Wednesday, Feb. 9. 
Students who participate will be added to the Be 

Die Match Bone Marrow Registry. Over 270 students 
participated in last year’s event. Event organizers hope 
to have at least 400 people sign up this year.

Nearly 70% of individuals requiring a bone marrow
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GRANTS: continued from page 1

At-risk .students would be reg
istered in the same classes, this 
is called cohort registration, and 
required to meet frequently with 
advisors, and receive tutoring ser
vices for each class. “It’s a high
ly structured program,” said Dr. 
Kress.

In her annual address to 
the college in December, 
Kress announced that the Next 
Generation Learning Challenge 
grant would fimd a project that 
will allow teachers to learn more 
about their students. Borrowing 
a model from Central Piedmont 
Community College in Charlotte,

N.C., MCC will create databases 
to provide detailed information 
to faculty members. Professors 
would see a student’s class histo
ry, information about their learn
ing style, and if the student had 
previously attempted but failed 
the course. Making the profes
sors privy to these details would 
allow them to tailor their teaching 
methods in order to suit the needs 
of their particular students.

“This isn’t just a notion, it actu
ally bares positive results. If I 
know more about you, then I can 
kind of personalize the class,” Dr. 
Kress said.

Concerns about privacy are 
minimal because this information

is already available to professors.
The problem is that attaining 

it for every student on the roster 
would necessitate hours of work. 
The program that MCC will intro
duce using the Next Generation 
Learning Challenge grant would 
synchronize student data and 
organize it into a manageable 
report for each professor. “If we 
had a system that gave you that 
[information] as a faculty mem
ber, then you could just act on that 
information,” said Dr. Kress. She 
went on to address security con
cerns that have been raised. “This 
would be a system that students 
could opt into,” she said.

Arizona shooting sparks 
heated debate between 
right and left

JOSHUA GILHULY

NEWS EDITOR
Controversy over the use of 

incendiary rhetoric has erupt
ed in the wake of the shoot
ing of Congresswoman Gabrielle 
Giffords earlier this month, but 
some sources indicate that this 
may not have been the primary 
catalyst.

The congresswoman survived 
but is still in the hospital. Six oth
ers were killed, including a feder
al judge and a 9-year-old girl, and 
14 others were injured.

Alleged shooter Jared 
Loughner, 22, is in custody, but 
police and investigators are still 
trying to determine the motive for 
the shootings. As of yet, there are 
no definitive possibilities for the 
motive, but one of Loughner’s for
mer friends, Zane Gutierrez, stat
ed, “He was a nihili.st and loved 
causing chaos.”

The suspect was removed from 
Pima Community College after 
several outbursts caused officials 
to believe that he could potentially 
be dangerous to himself or other 
students.

In the aftermath of the shoot
ing there have been many peo
ple placing blame on what 
Congres.swoman Louise Slaughter 
calls “incendiary rhetoric”. 
Slaughter, who, like Giffords, had 
a window smashed in one of her 
district offices during the health
care debate, has called for the 
FCC to place limits on what peo
ple can say on the radio and televi
sion. Slaughter gave the example 
of Sarah Palin’s use of gun sights

on a campaign map and Sharron 
Angle’s assertion that a Second 
Amendment remedy may be 
needed if elections didn’t unseat 
the Democrats.

Palin and Angle have both 
countered that neither of their 
positions were ever intended to 
incite violence. They have both 
said that their statements and 
illustrations were never intended 
to incite violence but instead were 
simply meant to rally voters dur
ing a tough election.

Although figures such as 
Palin and Angle on the right have 
received a large portion of blame 
for these comments, some of 
Loughner’s friends have described 
him as more left-wing saying that 
he was more influenced by fig
ures such as Karl Marx. They 
have also stated that he did not 
watch TV or listen to political 
radio shows.

In addition to calls for lim
its on violent rhetoric, there 
have also been calls for new 
gun control laws. In addition to 
Slaughter, Senator Barbara Boxer 
of California and several oth
ers have called for new legisla
tion. Senator Frank Lautenberg 
and Congresswoman Carolyn 
McCarthy have both indicated 
their intent to introduce legis
lation banning pistol and rifle 
magazines that have higher than 
normal capacity. Both legislators 
cited their belief that there is little 
reason for anyone to have them 
unless they are planning some
thing similar to the shooting in 
Arizona.

transplant must find a donor match outside their family.
A saliva sample is all that is needed to see whether 

or not a match is possible.
Minority populations represent only 28% of the 

bone marrow registry, making them the hardest to 
match.

The Radiologic Technology Club, the Student 
American Dental Hygiene Association, the Human 
Services club, and the Health Information Technology 
Club will be involved with the event, which was initi
ated by the Department of Health Professions.
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Important Winter Safety Tips

photo by Leo Nealon

Slippery roads caused this driver to slide off Campus Drive on the MCC Brighton Campus and land in a ditch. Cautionary driving and careful parking are among the 

many concerns that students should be attentive to in the winter.

CURT CASE

GUEST WRITER

Winter has arrived in Rochester, so it’s crucial to use 
extra caution when driving and parking on the MCC cam
pus. Before making the commute to school from your 
house, it’s also a good idea to check the class cancellations 
list to make sure that your professor will still hold class.

It would be wise to keep in mind that, though the ctd-

lege rarely closes, professors may decide to cancel their 
classes. Class cancellations will be sent via e-mail to your 
student account. In addition, be sure to check the college 
homepage for a complete list, as the e-mails don’t always 
get sent out.

If the college closes due to bad weather or another 
emergency, an aimoimcement will be posted on the MCC 
homepage and released to local radio and television sta
tions. The college officials encourage going online or tun
ing in to media outlets to check for college closings, to help

avoid overloading telephone lines.
It’s important to drive responsibly in the parking lots 

and to obey the posted signs. You can still get a fine for 
parking where you shouldn’t, even if you can’t see the 
lines. Make sure that you aren’t parking in a reserved or 
handicap parking spot. It is also prohibited to block fire 
lanes, fire exits, or to be within 20 feet of a fire hydrant. 
The winter months will be made easier if everyone remem
bers these simple tips.
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MCC student Robin LaLisse chows down on Anchor Bar wings.

New Anchor Bar restaurant 
in Marketplace Mall

CHARLIE ROCKFORD

ASSOCIATE WRITER

The birthplace of chicken wings. The Anchor 
Bar, now has a location in Rochester. Located 
in the east entrance of Marketplace Mall, The 
Anchor Bar serves up the food that originat
ed in Buffalo. The restaurant features over 15 
high-definition TVs, as well as four big screens 
projected on a wall, all tuned to either an ESPN 
network or another sports channel.

The restaurant features a full menu of sand
wiches and appetizers. Undoubtedly though, 
the restaurant is most famous for is its wings. 
As you will read on the back of the menu, the 
world-famous snack was created one night in 
1964, and originally intended to be served in 
soup. The wings are cooked using only unsatu
rated Mazola zero gram trans fat com oil. This

seems to work well, as the wings taste really 
fresh and not as greasy as other wings.

The wings come with mild, medium, hot, or 
spicy BBQ sauce. There is also an extra-spicy 
sauce called Suicidal, but it will cost you a few 
dollars more. The wings are served with moist 
towelettes, and a separate bowl for your bones. 
They come with a good amount of sauce, but not 
too much so they aren’t too messy. The wings 
are $11 for a single order of ten, $17 for a double 
order of 20, and $37 for a bucket of 50.

The Anchor Bar is the average sports bar, 
with a restaurant-like approach. It does have 
some drawbacks; you must wait to be seated, 
it is located near a huge window facing a park
ing lot, and the restaurant has dim lighting. 
However, these things do not take away from the 
fun atmosphere of the restaurant.
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The Fuse now offers free 
live mobile streaming

SOCRATES MAURA

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

MCC’s Student Radio Station, WMCC 
The Fuse, bolstered its ability to broad
cast online. The move allows the station 
to expand its online listener base and 
includes mobile devices. Officials from 
the station believe the new broadcast capa
bilities allow listeners to take advantage 
of new apps for mobile phones and other 
devices.

Tim Stam, Assistant General Manager 
for The Fuse, said the station upgraded 
capacity to their Backbone service on 
the IBS, or Intercollegiate Broadcasting 
System. The Backbone service handles 
streaming and licensing for many col
lege stations. The upgraded service can 
now support up to 200 simultaneous off- 
campus listeners while The Fuse’s local 
setup will allow unlimited connections for 
students on MCC’s campus wi-fi network.

“You can listen online through the 
computer with a link on our website,” 
Stam said, referring to the use of browser- 
based listening through computers or net- 
books. However, mobile listening requires 
a downloadable application.

iPhone and other iOS devices use the 
“College Radio by Backbone” application. 
Android phones can access the station

through “Tune in Radio.” These appli
cations allow for greater interactivity 
between listeners and the station, includ
ing song requests and other interactions, 
Stam said.

The Fuse traditionally offered only 
a closed-circuit station within the col
lege in a mix of live talk and music 
shows. Officials from The Fuse hope this 
move wilt open the door for more inter
action between the station and the stu
dent body. Keen Hammond, Business and 
Sales Director, hopes to encourage local 
bands and student performers to bring in 
their demos. “Bring it to me and I’ll be 
happy to play it,” providing the language 
is “clean,” he joked.

WMCC is a free-format station due 
to the variety of programming offered 
and considered “eclectic” by several radio 
guides. Stam pointed out The Fuse’s pro
gramming includes music ranging from 
“classic rock to gaming music.”

The Fuse’s computer automation 
allows programming to nm continuously. 
To connect to The Fuse live streaming 
via the web, go to http://web.monroecc. 
gdti/wmcc or http://www.facebook.com/ 
wmccthefuse.
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Class Buddy app 
useful tool for 

tracking grades
MARIA LOCASTRO

COPY EDITOR

It’s a new semester, and maybe some of you are feel
ing a little put out by your grades last semester. Maybe 
you got a little overwhelmed, or weren’t as organized as 
you could have been. Even if that’s not the case. Class 
Buddy is an Android app that can help you start the 
semester organized and stay that way.

While there are many apps out there for organization, 
most of them are in the category of calendars and to-do 
lists. Class Buddy is geared specifically to college stu
dents. You start by setting up a profile for the semester 
and adding courses to it. The course database has places 
to add in all the information that is usually found at the 
top of the course information sheet you get the first day 
of classes, including your professor’s office, phone num
ber and e-mail. You can even dial out from the program 
if you need to give one of them a call.

The program also works as an assignment book and 
grade tracker. You can set up the grading scale from 
program options. The assignment area lets you add new 
assignments and designate a type, such as homework, 
quizzes, etc. The assignments are linked to the weekly 
calendar inside the program, which will show you when 
your assignments are due. You can even have Class 
Buddy alert you about them.

Class Buddy aims to take the place of a paper schocd 
agenda, and while it does this well, it takes some getting 
used to if you aren’t used to recording your assignments 
by due date instead of date assigned. The assignment 
area itself leaves a little to be desired. It shows assign
ments in a collapsible list view, organized by course, 
and assignments aren’t removed from the list as you 
complete them.

If you’re interested in checking it out, you can find a 
free trial version in the Android App Market. The full 
version can be had for 99 cents.

Write.
Express ideas.

Inform, educate and entertain students 
of Monroe Community College with 

current issues, events and concerns of 
student interest.

MONROE DOCTRINE
Monroe Community College - Building 3 Room 134 

(585) 292-2540 - monroedoctrine@me.com
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35 Years Celebrating Black Histo
ROBIN LALISSE

STAFF WRITER

This February will be the thirty-fifth anniversary of Black 
History Month.

The inception of Black History Month began with Carter 
G. Woodson, the founder of the Association for the Study 
of Negro Life and History (ASNLH), now called the 
Association for the Study of African American Life and 
History (ASALH). He is also considered by many to be the 
“Father of Black History.”

In the late summer of 1915, the story of Black History 
Month began with Woodson and friends traveling to 
Washington, D.C. to participate in a national celebration on 

the fiftieth anniversary of emancipation.
Thousands of people from across the country assem

bled for a historic event with exhibits depicting the tri
als and highlighting the progress of African-Americans 
since the abolishment of slavery. This experience led 

Woodson and others to form the Association for the Study of 
Negro Life and History (ASNLH).

Woodson was also inspired to puUish a scientific history, 
as he believed it would transform race relations by dispelling 
falsehoods about the degree of accomplishments of Africans 
and people of African descent. He hoped that through estab
lishing The Journal of Negro History in 1916, works by black 
intellectuals would help their findings reach a larger audi
ence.

In February of 1926, fifty years before the United States 
began celebrating Black History Month annually, Woodson 
sent out a press release announcing Negro History Week. 
Negro History Week corresponded with the birthdays of two 
tremendously influential activists for the rights of African 
Americans: Frederick Douglass and Abraham Lincoln, both 
of whose birthdates were consistently celebrated since their 
passing.

The celebration of Negro History Week was eventually 
broadened to include the entire month of February. Since the 
beginning of this celebration, the true advancement of the 
rights of not just African Americans but other minorities has 
increased greatiy, and is continually celebrated during this 
illustrious month.

■
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ROBIN LALISSE

STAFF WRITER

Frederick Douglass, the first African American leader of national 
stature in United States history, will be celebrated this February. 
He and many other African Americans will be commended for their 
contributions to society during Black History Month. His birthday is 

the 14th of February.
Douglass’ great ability to speak led some Harvard stu

dents to persuade him to write an autobiography. He pub
lished The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass in 1845. 
Unfortunately, because his name and experiences as a slave 

were revealed, he was forced into exile because he was a fugi
tive slave.

From 1845 to 1847, he stayed in Britain, speaking 
about abolition while trying to earn enough money 
to purchase his freedom when he came back to 
America. He returned to the states in late 1847, set
tling down with his wife, Anna, and their children 
in a two story home in Rochester, New York.
In Rochester, he began a new career as a newspa

per editor. His weekly, the North Star first came olf 
the presses on December 3rd, 1847. On the masthead 
appeared the motto, “Right is of no sex- Truth is of no 
color - God is the Father of us all, and we are all breth
ren.”

However, the state of New York, though abolitionist, 
had many people who were not ready to accept another 
antislavery paper, let alone edited by an ex-slave. Even 
the New York Herald urged the citizens of Rochester 
to dump Douglass’s printing press into Lake Ontario.

Fortunately for Douglass, Rochester was a town 
that had both a reputation and pride for being pro
abolitionist, esj)ecially women like Susan B. Anthony, 

Lucretia Mott, and Elizabeth Cady Stanton. Through 
impressing Rochester’s abolitionist and female politi
cal activists, Douglass was encouraged by local 

printer’s union to make the paper.
I Unfortunately for Douglass, despite praise for 
I the paper, the North Star was not a financial suc- 
i cess, as the production lor a weekly paper was 

higher than the demand for subscription. 
Money was so tight that Douglass had 

to depend on his savings and con
tributions from friends to keep 

the paper afloat while also 
performing lectures to raise 

=1 money for the paper. By the

f"-
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spring of 1848, he even had to 
mortgage his home.

By then, a friend from ' ^
England, British Abolitionist 
Julia Griffiths, whom he met 
during his exile period, was 
willing to fight for the sur
vival of the North Star. She 
raised enough money to print 
the paper.

With the finances in order,
Douglass was able to focus on 
just editing the paper that lasted 
as a weekly publication until 
1860, and three more months 
afterward as a monthly. After 
1851, it was titled Frederick 
Douglass’ Paper, and it pro
vided a forum for Wack writers
and highlighted the success achieved by prominent black figi 
American society.

While in Rochester, Douglass’ stature grew as the editor 
nation’s best known black newspaper with his newfound freed 
attack slavery with the power of his intellect.

Douglass was moved to campaign for the end of segregatu 
seeing his wife’s struggles from being uneducated and ha 
enroll his oldest child into a segregated private school because 
students were not admitted to Rochester’s public schools. He 
to end segregation in Rochester’s school system, a task that 
ally succeeded in 1857.

During his time in Rochester, Douglass established his hoi 
a station on the Underground Railroad, where he hid as many 
fugitives.

A speech he made in Rochester on Independence Day ofl 
showed the degree to which social injustice was not only all 
but sometimes even encouraged in the United States at that timei 
how blacks viewed the country because of it.

“What to the American slave is your Fourth of July? 1 ans’ 
day that reveals to him more than all the other days of the year, 
gross injustice and cruelty to which he is the constant victii 
him your celebration is a sham...a thin veil to cover up crimes 
would disgrace a nation of savages. There is not a nation of the 
guilty of practices more shocking and bloody than are the p 
the United States.”

Douglass was able to help stop many of the injustices of his] 
in Rochester. Like Martin Luther King, he believed that violem 
not the answer. He was an early advocate for civil rights and 
tently fought against injustice wherever he found it.

Rochester's Frederick Douglass
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Freedom Place Collection at MCC’s Mercer Gallery

submitted photo

The collage Morning of the Red Bird by Romare Bearden, which will be on display in the Mercer Gallery.

NORA MISHANEC-NOVAK

LIFESTYLES EDITOR

The Mercer Gallery at MCC is ushering in Black 
History Month with an exhibition of works by African 
American artists. The Freedom Place Collection will be

'he painting Eve and the Serpent by Robert 
^reeman, which will be on display in the Mercer 
lallery

on display from Jan. 24 to Feb. 27. Kathleen Farrell, the 
director of the Mercer Gallery, stressed the significance 
of having this collection.

“We’ve never had a collection of this caliber before,” 
she said.

The private collection belongs to Washington-located 
philanthropists Stuart Marshal Bloch and Julia Chang 
Bloch. They have assembled work from five prominent 
artists to create a show that is varied yet cohesive.

While museums can spend years pulling togeth
er a show with borrowed artwork, the Freedom Place 
Collection represents the vision of one couple, which 
serves to build a narrative of African American art from 
the Harlem Renaissance to today.

The paintings, collages, and drawings depict imagery 
of the black experience, “It’s speaking to a celebration 
of African American culture,” said Farrell. At the same 
time, she was quick to dispel notions that the artwork 
comments exclusively on the experiences of blacks in 
America. In the art world, there is a tendency to view the 
work of minorities as somehow separate from European 
art. This collection aims to discard that viewpoint by 
offering commentary on a singulariy imf>ortant aspect of 
American history while simultaneously highlighting the 
vibrant and theatrical nature of everyday life. It is less 
about race than commonality.

Members of the art faculty plan to capitalize on the 
themes that the Freedom Place Collection presents. 
Professor Athesia Benjamin is creating a teaching mod"- 
ule about the artwork that will be used in art classes. In 
addition, the college will host several activities related to 
the show (see below for details).

The MCC Diversity Council, which was instrumental 
in bringing the collection to MCC, hopes that having the 
artwork will bring in people from the community and 
enhance the learning environment.

“We are thrilled to offer this fabulous collection. We 
hope it will enrich the lives of all who view it,” said

'41

Diane Cecero, who heads the Diversity Council. Farrell 
agreed by emphasizing that ultimately the goal of MCC 
is to celebrate diversity. “It fits the mission of the college 
to bring in artwork of this nature. We’re lucky to have it 
here,” she said.

Exhibit Events
-Collection on diplay 
Monday, Jan. 24 to Sunday February 27 
located in the Mercer Gallery

-Opening Reception 
Wednesday, Feb. 2,7:00-9:00 p.m. 
located in the Mercer Gallery

-In the Spirit of Romare Bearden - A Collage 
Workshop
Wednesday, Feb. 9, noon to 4:00 p.m. 
located in Brighton building 12 North Atrium

-Gallery Talk by featured artist Robert Freeman 
Wednesday Feb. 2,4:00 p.m. 
located at MCC Theater in Brighton building 4

-A nonstop reading of the Harlem Renaissance 
and Beyond
Monday, Feb. 7, 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
located in the Mercer Gallery

-An Original Performance by the Sankofa 
African Dance and Drum Ensemble 
Friday, Feb. 11 at 7:30 p.m. 
located in the MCC Theater
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Four Tribune soccer players 
named to All-American list

ROBIN LALISSE

SENIOR WRITER

MCC’s soccer program is 
receiving a lot of recognition 
from both the National Junior 
College Association of Athletics 
(NJCAA) and National 
Soccer Coaches Association 
of America (NSCAA) for the 
development and performance 
of four key players after their 
performances this season.

After an impressive 16-6-1 
season that included a trip to 
the National Tournament, the 
MCC Lady Tribunes Soccer 
team had three players named 
to All-American teams by both 
the NJCAA and the NSCAA.

MCC Sophomore defender 
Allyn Parrino was named first- 
team All American while also 
earning Player of the Year hon
ors in Region III.

Freshmen forwards Natalie 
Rogers and Alison Kendall 
were named second team All- 
American. Rogers led the Lady 
Tribunes with 18 goals, added 
five assists, and led the team in 
overall points with 41.

Kendall was third in goals 
with lOj third in assists with 
nine, and third in points with 
33. “Feels pretty good to be 
recognize as a freshman,” said 
Kendall

Photos hy MCC Athletics
Top Left: Allyn Parrino, Top Right: Natalie Rodgers, 
Bottom Left: Alison Kendall, Bottom Right: Michael Collis

After the men’s soccer team team NJCAA All-American for 
went 11-7-2 on the season and the second year in a row. 
won a Region III title, defender Collis tied for the team lead 
Mike Collis was named a first- with 10 goals and 22 points.

HOCKEY

The top ranked MCC Men’s 
Ice Hockey season has been one 
of ups and downs.

The team won its first five 
games of the season, including 
a dominating win over No. 2 
Hudson Valley CC by a score 
of 5-2.

Then they lost two in a row, 
including a nailbiting 2-1 defeat 
to third ranked Erie Community 
College (ECC).

The Tribunes have since 
won five games in a row, put
ting their record at 10-2.

Their last three victories 
have been extremely impres
sive, emphatically beating 
Mohawk Valley 18-0, and then 
defeating fifth ranked Broome 
Community College, 6-2, on 
the road.

The biggest win of the cur
rent streak, however, was a 10-1 
blowout on the road against

MCC hosts international junior hockey teams

MCC tops third ranked 
ECC on the road

ROBIN LALISSE

SENIOR WRITER

ECC. MCC was able to avenge 
an early season loss to ECC on 
Nov. 17, 2-1. Scoring for the 
Tribunes were Jordan Foster, 
Eddie Montgomery, and Bobby 
Thomaris, each with two goals. 
Corey Hume, Zach Lewis, 
Aaron Hildreth, and Justin Kim 
each added a goal a piece them
selves. Ben Lantz-Subtelny 
added two assists. Goaltender 
Jake Gustafson allowed only 
one goal and had 24 saves.

Currently about a month 
away from the National Junior 
College Association of Athletics 
National Tournament at MCC, 
the Tribunes look poised to 
continue their 5-2-5 hot streak. 
The tournament will take place 
from Feb. 26 to the 27.

Additional reporting by \ 
Chris DeBack

-•r

photo by Leo A. Nealon
The Sports Center at MCC hosted exhibition games between three IIH World Junior hockey teams from the USA, the Czech 
Republic, and Germany.

LEO A. NEALON

PHOTO EDITOR

As a preview to the 2011 
International Ice Hockey 
Federation World Junior 
Championship the Sports Center 
at MCC hosted three of the par
ticipating teams in exhibition 
games. Junior National teams 
are made up of the best 19 and 
20-year-old players from their 
respective countries. This was 
a great opportunity to see pos
sible future Olympic and NHL 
players. On December 21, the 
Czech Republic played the USA 
National team and on December 
23, the Czech Republic played the 
German Nation team.

The Czech Republic defeated 
the USA before an almost full 
house at the Sports Center at 
MCC. The USA started out in full 
control of the game. When out of 
nowhere the Czech Republic team 
scored the first goal of the game. 
From that point forward the USA 
team could not get the momen
tum back. The crowd cheered 
loudly for the USA team but the 
team was not able to transfer that 
energy into any goals. The Czech 
Republic went on to win the game 
4-3.

After two days rest the Czech 
Republic team came back to play 
Germany. In another hard fought 
game the Czech Republic defeat

ed the team from Germany.
In the actual IIH World junior 

Championship tournament held 
at the Marine Midland arena in

Buffalo, N.Y., the USA team was 
the only one of those three to 
make it into the medal round. 
The USA team was the defend

ing Gold Medal winner, but was 
only able to secure a Bronze 
medal this time around. The USA 
defeated Sweden 4-2.
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photo by Leo A. Nealon
Men’s and women’s basketball looking to bonnce back in conference play after a rough start.

BASKETBALL

Teams begin conference 
play after rough start

ROBIN LALISSE

SENIOR WRITER

Both MCC Basketball teams 
have responded front early-sea- 
son trials, and now seemed to 
have hit their stride as of late.

The Men’s team entered the 
winter break on a 6-2 run to put 
their record at 8-5. This includ
ed 2-0 performances at the Jim 
Brown Classic in Maryland dur
ing Thanksgiving weekend, 
and the Pete Pavia Memorial 
Scholarship Tournament at MCC 
during the weekend of Dec. 11.

With a twenty-four day lay
off from Dec. 18 to their first 
Region 111 game on Jan. 11, the 
Tribunes were able to compete 
on the road with a 15-2 SUNY 
Delhi Broncos squad, being down 
only one. However, the Broncos 
outscored the Tribunes 50-36 in 
the second half to win, putting 
MCC’s record at only 8-6 after a 
30-4 season last year.

The Tribunes now face a 
very tough Region III schedule 
the rest of the season with the 
Division II Region III Division 
Championship only about a 
month away, beginning Feb. 27. 
The one huge positive has been 
MCC’s 4-0 current record at 
home, though their road record 
is now 4-6.

With home-and-home series 
against Region III and current 
Top 25 ranked teams such as 
fourth ranked Erie Community

College, 17th ranked Mercyhurst 
North East, and 22nd ranked 
Niagara Community College, the 
Men’s Basketball team’s season 
could still potentially validate 
their preseason No. 14 NJCAA 
Division II ranking.

The women’s basketball team 
began the season ranked fifth in 
the NJCAA Division I preseason 
poll, but a grueling early schedule 
with five preseason top-25 ranked 
teams in the first six games and 
no returning starters led to a 1-5 
start, with all five losses com
ing against ranked teams. Head 
Coach Tim Parrinello said of the 
loses, “[When you have] new and 
playing ranked top ten teams on 
the road with no returning start
ers, you’re going to struggle.”

Since then, the Lady Tribunes 
have won eight of nine to go 
to 8-6, and will play their first 
Region III Division game on 
Thesday, Jan. 18 against Niagara 
Community College.

The Lady Tribunes will 
play seven straight games with
in Region III leading up to the 
Division I Women’s Basketball 
Tournament, which includes 
Regions 3, 12, 15, and 20, and 
will be played from March 5-6, 
2011. Their road should be much 
easier because there are no 
ranked teams within Region III.

Additional reporting by 
Chris DeBack

01/25/2011 
Men’s Basketball 
Merychurst North East 
Away 7:30pm

Women’s Basketball 
Mercyhurst North 
East
Away 5:30pm

01/26/2011 
Swimming 
Genesee CC 
Home 6:00pm

Sports Schedule
01/29/2011 
Men’s Basketball 
Jamestown CC 
Home 4:00pm

Women’s Basketball 
Jamestown CC 
Home 2:00pm

02/01/2011 
Men’s Basketball 
Jamestown-Olean 
Home 8:00pm

02/02/2011 
Hockey 
Erie CC 
Home 7:00pm

02/03/2011 
Men’s Basketball 
Niagara County CC 
Home 7:00pm

02/04/2011 
Hockey 
CC of Morris 
Home 3:00pm

02/05/2011
Hockey
Rochester Senior AAA 
Home 7:00pm

02/05/2011 
Men’s Basketball 
Alfred State 
Home 4:00pm

02/05/2011 
Women’s Basketball 
Alfred State 
Home 2:00pm

Inspire.
Seek the Story.

The Monroe Doctrine is committed to 
creating an award-winning publication with 
a staff capable of entering the professional 
environments of journalism, photography, 

graphic design and publishing.

MONROE DOCTRINE
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(585) 292-2540 - monroedoctrine@me.com
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The $1.2 billion home of Super Bowl XLV is a monument to sports, architecture and technoiogy. Cowboys Stadium is the world’s largest indoor football 
stadiurTand can host about 100,000 fans. The building - from one end zone to the other - is as long as the Empire State Building is tall.

Two Steel arches, each weighing 3,255 tons, span the almost quarter-mile long stadium and are twice the iength of St. Louis' Gateway arch. Massive 

structural abutments, 25 feet tall, anchor each arch.

Artwork is prominent throughout 
Cowboys Stadium, with 19 original pieces by 
established and emerging contemporary 
artists on display.

End zone party plazas feature the 
cheapest ticket, $29 standing-room-only party 
passes. Fans also can view the game from 

stairwells.

The retractable glass panels
in the end zones are the tallest in the 
world. The glass doors open to allow spectators 
to enter on to “party platforms.” Both end zones 
have space behind seats on three levels that 
are standing room only, and fans have access 
to the platforms and outdoor plazas. The exteri
or “party” plazas are unique in NFL stadiums.

The $40 million video board-
also the largest in the world — features four 
high-definition displays facing the sidelines 
and end zones. The display stretches from the 
23-yard line to the 23-yard line.

The stadium has shattered 
attendence marks. The Dallas 
Cowboys played the New York Giants on Sept. 
20,2009, in the first regular season game at 
Cowboys Stadium and drew an NFL-record 
crowd of 105,121.
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THE S.E.G.A.
EXCHANGE

BY ANTOINE REEVES
PRESIDENT OF SEGA

The winds of change are gath
ering up momentum to hit the 
streets of downtown Rochester. 
We’re not going to look or feel 
the same. The talk, all the hype, 
will become a reality. As a for
mer resident of Newark, N.J., 
I’ve seen this transformation 
happen before. Old buildings 
come down, new ones take their 
place, or the old get face lifts; 
jobs and new business opportu
nities arise from the rubble.

If you do some research, you 
will learn that right smack in 
the middle of this change is the 
promise of “the dream.” What is 
this promise or this dream? Well 
it’s as American as apple pie: 
The county community college 
campus, the beacon of hope, the 
symbol of self empowerment.

Damon City Campus has 
been nearly 20 years in the mak
ing. We have definitely outgrown 
the space that we occupy. It is

vital to the future of Rochester 
that MCC Damon City Campus 
be built right in the middle of 
this new look. However, after a 
recent decision made by the city 
of Rochester denied land for this 
new campus, I as Damon City 
Campus student body president 
wonder if the answer is the very 
site we’re in now. It’s huge, it 
could be renovated to accommo
date current and future enroll
ment growth.

Privatizing the space could 
take care of the negative ele
ment on the ground floor of 
the building, no more public 
stores or shops. No more home
less, solicitors, or non-students 
of any kind. Security at all doors 
constantly monitoring ID’s. This 
could be the way to go. Monroe 
Community College Damon 
city Campus, the former, Sibley 
Building.

-----

Student Leaders:
Take oa the C4 Challeage with US

Phi Theta Kappa is currently seeking student 
leaders to join the Community College Completion Corps 
(C4) Committe. Our goal is to increase the number of 
students completing their degrees at MCC. This is a project 
that our entire college will focus on for the following years. 
It is an opportunity to demonstrate your leadership skills 
and help others succeed.

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
__________ Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

ACROSS
1 Where many 

knots are tied
6 Tabula__: blank

slate
10 Elmer’s product
14 Ballerina’s rail
15 In__: stuck
16 Bear with too-hot 

porridge
17Twisty-homed

antelope
18 Poweriul wind
19 Tiny army 

marchers
20 Comfortable 

situation to live in, 
wHh ‘The”

23 Anonymous Jane
24 Research facility
25 Songwriter Neil
27 A deuce used as

an ace, say
32 Store, as a hose
33 “Much__About

Nothing”
34 Beethoven’s 

Third
36 Li1 Abner’s 

creator Al
39 Went to the polls
41 CyberchucWe, 

and a hint to this 
puzzle’s four 
longest answers

42 Cake maker
43 “Bom Free” 

lioness
44 “Romeo and 

Julief city
46 Before, to 

ShEikespeare
47 “Free Willy” critter
49 Turns on, as an

engine
51 What mirrors do
54 Golfer’s support
55 Dot-com’s 

address
56 Low-paying but 

rewarding project
62 Very dry, as 

Champagne
64 Musical quality
65 __but wiser
66 Nuts
67 Ending for exist
68 Leaves out
69 Actress Sommer
70 Nut, e.g.
71 Past or present

27 26 29

33

39
40^

43

47

51 52

55

62
63|

66

69 JBy John Lampkin 
DOWN

1 Adam’s second 
son

2 Refrain syllables
3 Mouse catcher
4 Golfer Palmer
5 Showing shame
6 Brand over 

spaghetti
7 Brand under the 

sink
8 Spanish toast
9 Part of USA

10 4.0, for one: Abbr.
11 Minnesota-based 

dairy cooperative
12 Pulitzer author 

Sinclair
13 Relaxed
21 Angle iron
22 NBA’s__Ming
26 Glittery mineral
27 Breaker at the 

shore
28 People magazine 

focus
29 ‘like that’s going 

to work!"
30 Romeo or Juliet,

eg-31 Christian’s 
dresses?

35 Coagulate, as 
blood

1/24/11
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37 Lima’s country
38 Get ready, briefly
40 British peer
42 Like a stroller at 

the shore, 
shoewise

44 Moves out
45 Peacekeeping 

gp. since 1949
48 Animation 

collectible
50 “Out with itr
51 Moscow money

|a|v|i|i|v

52 Filmdom’s Flynn
53 Steakhouse 

steak
57 Grimm 

beginning
58 Oboe or bassoon
59 Chief Norse god
60 Docs for 

doggies and 
dogies

61 Gaelic 
language

63 Stubbed digit

DID YOU
HEAR?

The planet’s northern magnetic prole is drifting slowly but steadily 
towards Russia — and it’s throwing off planes in Florida.

check out the article at - http://www.foxnews.eom/scitech/2011/01/06/ 
magnetic-north-pole-shifts-forces-closure-florida-airport/

nge, Take the Chance

To sign up,
Contact Phi Theta Kappa at:
Room 3-133 or Room 4139 (DCC)
585-292-2567
c4monroecc@gmail.com

For more information visit:
http://cccompletioncorps.org

Protect the First Ammendment while 
maintaining professionalism, integrity 

and adhering to the code of ethics.

MONROE DOCTRINE
Monroe Community College - Building 3 Room 134 

(585) 292-2540 - monroedoctrine@me.com

http://www.foxnews.eom/scitech/2011/01/06/
mailto:c4monroecc@gmail.com
http://cccompletioncorps.org
mailto:monroedoctrine@me.com
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