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members

Meet your newly elected 
Government Association
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The new members of the Brighton Campus SGA, from left to right: Student Trustee Eddie Visagie, Senator Mirlin Moorefleld, Vice 
President Christopher Hollander and President Jason Childers.

LEAH SHAW

STAFF WRITER

MCC held its 2010-2011 
election for student govern
ment officials. The winners

are Jason Childers, President 
Elect, Christopher Hollander, 
Vice President Elect, Mirlin 
Moorefield, Media Senator and 
Eddie Visagie, Student Trustee.

The central goal amongst 
the new members are to edu

cate the student body about the 
student government association 
and to bring general aware
ness. Moorefield, who won by 
307 votes wants to let MCC 
students know about how their 
money is being spent and where

it actually goes.
“We decide how student life 

fees are spent and they should 
be involved in that,” he said.

Moorefield also wants to 
get students more involved 
in Project Gazebo, an initia

tive taking place in downtown 
Rochester that will help imple
ment SGA’s values- diversity, 
acceptance, respect and toler
ance (DART).

President-elect, Childers, 
who won by 12 votes, also wants 
to get students more involved in 
student government but with a 
bigger emphasis on the school’s 
sports programs.

“My big project is to boost 
sports programs here and 
potentially broadcast games.” 
Childers has a vision to bring 
more coverage to the schools 
nationally ranked sports teams 
and allow both students and the 
public to listen to them.

Christopher Hollander, who 
won Vice President by 12 votes, 
also shares in plans to bring big 
changes to MCC. He wants to 
review the current smoking pol
icy, bringing an effective solu
tion to the system.

Hollander would also like to 
implement a bonus for MCC’s 
bookstore and students, by giv
ing students a 5% discount on 
textbooks and more money 
back for their books if they put 
the money on a gift card.

(continued on page 2)

New courses 
coming to 
MCC

JACOB TIERNEY

NEWS EDITOR

As times change, so do the 
academics here at MCC. Old 
courses are removed, while new 
ones are created. The upcom
ing academic year is no differ
ent, with several new courses and 
even a new degree program for 
students to check out.

The largest change on the 
list is a new degree program 
in Diversity and Community 
Studies. Students who choose 
to pursue this liberal-arts based 
degree can choose one of five dif
ferent study tracks.

These are African American 
Studies, Cultural Studies, Gender 

(continued on page 3)

Financial aid sees key changes for upcoming year
JOSHUA GILHULY

SENIOR WRITER

The federal government and 
Monroe Community college have 
instituted several major changes to 
the financial aid system that will 
affect the coming school years. In 
addition to changes in the system 
at Monroe Community College, 
there are also several changes to 
the federal student aid program 
and the Pell Grant system.

On the federal level, the mon
etary amount for Pell Grants has 
been increased. As part of the 
recently passed healthcare legis
lation, the amount available per 
student was increased from $5350 
dollars to $5550.

The Department of Education 
determines which students are eli
gible for Pell Grants based off of 
several factors including expected

family income, cost of attendance 
at their chosen institution, and 
their enrollment status. This does 
not only affect students at MCC, 
it also affects students across the 
country.

The Pell Grant system is 
the government’s largest grant 
program. It is run by the U.S. 
Department of Education who 
distributes the money to students 
attending one of the 54,000 par
ticipating postsecondary schools 
across the country. In addition 
to the Pell Grant system, all fed
eral student loans will now go 
though the Federal Direct Loan 
program.

Previously, loans had come 
through the FDL, and also, 
through private lenders who 
worked with the FDL. The new 
federal loan

(continued on page 2)
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The financial aid office is a key stop for many MCC students, 
and all should be aware of changes that could afiect this 
important process.
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Brighton campus parking conditions stiii 
too crowded for most students’ tastes

photo by Leo A. Nealon

Parking lots are the busiest during the first few weeks of school, 
much to the displeasure of students who need to find spaces.

MADASYN CZEBINIAK

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Parking at Monroe Community 
College has always been an issue. 
With the permanent transfer of 
post parking coordinator, Leah 
Santirocco-Dyer, to the Damon 
City campus, there’s a new sheriff 
in charge of parking at Brighton, 
by the name of Denise Calarco.

Though Calarco has only held 
her new position for a few months, 
the Public Safety parking/collec
tions representative and techni
cal assistant isn’t worried, hav
ing been with the college for nine 
years.

So far, Calarco has helped to 
implement a new strategy by issu
ing a parking warning instead of 
a ticket for the first two weeks of 
each semester, a policy that began 
in 2009 and will be a continuing 
feature to MCC. According to 
Calarco, she is always willing to 
meet with students to hear their 
concerns.

“The first two weeks of a 
semester are always the worst,” 
said Calarco about the current 
parking lot situation. After that, 
the traffic dies down and every
one can usually find a place to 
park. The majority of complaints 
always come from students who

don’t feel like walking across the 
parking lots to get to class.

“We are always looking for 
more parking lot possibilities, and 
some are included in the next cap
ital improvement plan for 2012,” 
said Cynthia Cooper, assistant 
to the president for College and 
Community Relations.

Calarco also stated that in addi
tion to parking improvements.

Public Safety plans to have an 
innovative database system put in 
place by 2011, which will allow 
students to pay ticket fines and 
bills online, instead of having to 
visit the office in person.

The new parking office will 
be open by the summer, and will 
be stationed in Bldg. 1. The office 
will also be the new home of the 
campus Lost and Found.
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League of Innovation 
sparks progress at MCC 
and colleges nationwide

PATRICK HARNEY

SENIOR WRITER

The League of Innovation has 
recently renewed its contract with 
MCC with the inauguration of 
President Anne M. Kress, accord
ing to Vice President of Student 
Services Susan M. Salvador.

The League of Innovation, 
first established in 1968, has had 
a relationship with MCC for 20 
years, beginning with President 
Spina, and then Flynn. The 
League is “dedicated to catalyz
ing the community college move
ment,” according to its website, 
www.league.org.

The League’s primary function 
is to provide assistance to com
munity colleges, mostly by assist
ing in adding more, “information 
technology,” to aid in the teaching 
and learning of a course.

Susan M. Salvador, who is 
MCC’s representative for the 
League of Innovation, says, 
“The League is interested in cre
ating and sustaining efforts.” 
This is true of the ELC, which 
is one of the results of intense 
collaboration between the League 
and MCC.

League of Innovation symbol

The relationship between MCC 
and the League of Innovation 
consists of the president of the 
League reporting to a Board of 
Directors. This Board then pro
vides assistance to national and 
international efforts.

These installations are further 
enhanced by inspections by rep
resentatives of the League com
ing onsite to ensure the funds are 
used properly.

One of the other events the 
League of Innovation hosts is 
the Technology Innovation 
Conference, which “explores the 
connection of technology in com
munity colleges.”

New Student Government continued from page i
1/ ...■

The new student trustee,

I Eddie Visagie, has a few goals 
in mind as well. He’s look- 

I ing to make the student trustee 
I position more “transparent”, so 

I that students can be kept in 
jthe loop about issues that the 

board is deciding. And because 
of his position getting to know 
the student body more is very 
important.

“1 want students to feel free 
to approach me at any time. 

I’d like to get to know them bet
ter so 1 can represent them well 
for the board,” he said.

All-in-all the SGA members 
are happy to represent the stu
dent body and excited for the 
future.

“I’m just excited to have been

elected and 1 want to thank 
all of the students who voted 
for me,” said Vice President 
Hollander.

Now that the Student 
Government has new officials 
in place they have a lot of work 
ahead. Next up for the Media 
Committee is a media fair next 
semester between all of :0m 
schools media clubs.

Financial Aid Changes

Legislation also changes sev
eral parts of the loan repayment 
system. Interest rates under the 
new program will be capped at 
7.9%, down from the old cap of 
8.5%, and loan repayment will 
also be set at 10% of the student’s 
discretionary income.

The Financial Aid office is also 
instituting a change. The office is 
trying to go green by shifting 
from letters to the use of e-mail 
for informing students of their aid 
status, eligibility, and any chang-

continued from page 1

es to their financial aid as the 
year goes on. Because of this, 
students should check their stu
dent e-mail frequently to ensure 
that they don’t miss any important 
information.

Also of note, the bill for any 
student enrolled for the fall 
semester will be due on July 15th. 
Students are advised to begin 
applying for financial aid no later 
than the first week of June if 
they want their bill covered by 
financial aid.

WHAT'S NEW?

The last year has brought many plans and many changes to MCC. Here’s a 
look at what’s new going into the fall.

Higher prices:

Due to a change in the Momoe 
County budget, parking will jump 
up from $30 to $75 a semester 
starting this fall. And just because 
you have a parking permit doesn’t 
mean you can park anywhere you 
want. Fines for illegal parking or 
other traffic violations have also 
seen a sharp increase, so make 
sure to stay where you are sup
posed to. These increases are the 
first in many years for the col
lege.

These higher prices may be 
offset by a new pass. This 
new parking pass was created 
to encouraged commuting. Three 
students can buy one pass at a 
reduced price, sharing it between 
them.

Going green in the 
ELC:

In order to conserve paper 
and become more sustainable, 
MCC’s learning centers have 
adopted a new system for print

ing. Previously, students could 
print all that they wanted for free. 
Starting this fall, however, each 
student will be given a $15 print
ing credit. Printing will cost $.10 
a page, and if the credit is deplet
ed students must buy more.

New food:

The MCC Association recently 
contracted Sodexo to handle food 
service on campus, replacing long 
time server Aramark. Contract 
details have not been discussed, 
but Sodexo has mentioned a com
mitment to diverse food selection 
and greater accessibility.

Greater mobility:

Transportation for students 
who take courses at both MCC 
campuses just got a lot easier. 
A free shuttle bus will transport 
students between the two cam
puses every half hour, courtesy of 
the MCC Association. The bus
ses are contracted from Golden 
Memories shuttle service, and

will run alongside the currently 
existing RTS route.

International focus:

Through a new Global 
Education Plan MCC has renewed 
their commitment to ensure 
that all students gain a world 
perspective.

This program will continue the 
efforts to educate students about 
global issues.

The first part of the plan is 
to engage student through their 
course work and activities. 
They also aim to encourage stu
dents to appreciate and embrace 
intercultural differences while 
providing opportunities to be 
exposed to international oppor
tunities.

According to Audra Dion, 
the chair of the committee the 
Global Education Plan is still in 
its “infancy” and they are run
ning focus groups with faculty 
to see how interested they are in 
helping.
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Upcoming courses continued from page 1

Top 10 Classes:
More students enrolled in these classes last year than any other. 

Make sure you register early if you want a good schedule, these 
classes will fill up fast.

1. College Composition

2. Introductory Psychology

3. Introductory Sociology

4. Algebra (non-credit)

5. Intermediate Algebra 

6. Introduction to Business

7. Statistics 1

8. Introduction to Literature 

9. College Algebra 

10. Stress Management

and Sexuality Studies, Global 
Studies and Urban Studies. 
Nayda Pares-Kane, Chair of 
the Anthropology, History, 
Political Science and Sociology 
Department expressed her hope 
that this new program could cre
ate greater collaboration with 
area schools, and could increase 
awareness about global cultures 
in MCC students.

“Diversity and Community 
studies is something that has been 
growing at four year institutions, 
and we as a community college 
have to respond to that,” she said.

Two new courses have been cre
ated for this degree, both related 
to the African American Studies 
track. Intro to African American 
studies will be an interdisciplin
ary course that covers many vari
ous aspects of the culture, while 
African American Family will be 
more focused.

The Hospitality Department 
will also be looking towards glob
al diversity with a new course in 
International Cuisine. The entire 
campus will be able to taste the 
benefits of this course, as every 
Friday Reflections restaurant will 
be serving food from around the 
world.

For those looking to get clos
er to a special someone, the 
Communications Department 
will be offering a unique class 
in interpersonal communications 
designed specifically for couples.

These couples need not only be 
romantically involved, and the 
definition of couple may surprise 
you.

“A couple is defined as any 
two people, including but not lim
ited to, spouses, partners, friends, 
siblings and even parents with 
their children. Basically, any two

people who want to invest in their 
relationship by improving the way 
they communicate can qualify,” 
said professor Jim Coffey, who 
will be teaching the course. The 
class will be held once a week for 
the first five weeks of the semes
ter, with classes lasting from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m.

New direct deposit simplifies refund 
process for MCC students

MADASYN CZEBINIAK

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Beginning in June, students will no longer 
have to wait at least 10 business days to receive 
a financial aid refund check. Now they will only 
have to wait seven, due to MCC’s new eRefund 
policy. eRefund, a direct deposit program put 
into place in order to avoid the hassle of hav
ing to cash in checks and wait for a rebate, was 
originated by staff in Administrative Services, 
who were looking for a better way to do 
business and help students.

“eRefund will allow students access to their 
financial aid in a more timely and conve
nient way,” said Jerome St. Croix, Director 
of Financial Aid. “It is extremely beneficial 
to students by allowing them to receive these 
funds without having to wait for the printing

of a check, the mailing of the check, and then 
to deposit the check to get funds. It is also a 
more environmentally effective approach in 
that it reduces the labor and paper to produce 
a check.”

eRefund will allow all financial aid refunds 
aside from Plus Loan to be placed to a check
ing or savings account belonging to a student 
or their parents. Once the refund has been pro
cessed, an email will be sent to the student’s 
school email address so that they will be noti
fied. eRefund will not speed up payment avail
ability, as refunds will continue to be available 
in October for the Fall semester, and in March 
for the Spring semester, but it will eliminate the 
possibility that a check will get lost in the mail, 
or stolen.

eRefund can be accessed through MCC’s 
student self-service account, or go to www. 
monroecc.edu/go/eRefund for more details.

Public Safety's 
strangest moments

MCC’s Public Safety works hard to protect the campus 
and its students. Their work ranges form the occasional 
serious incident to the far more common routine of day- 
to-day campus life. And then sometimes, they have to deal 
with something that is just bizarre. Here is a countdown of 
some of the strangest and most funny incidents reported in 
the last year.

#10 Petit Larceny
• Unknown persons pulled the speed hump sign out of the 
ground between lots C & D.

#9 Injury
• A student reported that while attending class. Biology 
202, an unknown bacteria splashed her left eye

#8 Fire:
• A garbage can was on fire in front of Bldg. 9A.

#7 Harassment: Investigation
• A student and staff member had a tug of war over a plastic 
bag of returnable bottles

#6 Petit Larceny
• Two students were suspected of stealing a quesadilla.

#5 Iiyury
• An MCC student accidently walked into a metal snow 
pole and suffered an injury

#4 Iiyury
• A student fell on the outside of the west entrance of Bldg. 
1 while chasing a football on the wet lawn.

#3 Injury
• A student was hit in the eye with a peppermint candy 

#2 Harassment
• A student had her weave pulled off by another MCC stu
dent.

#1 Disturbance
• An apparently misguided individual came onto the MCC 
campus to speak with the president of the college. He 
warned that he would publicize that MCC, in partnership 
with the Dept, of Homeland Security, is involved with for
mer Russian and Nazi Terrorists.
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EOITORIAL
Make the most of your semester at MCC

One of the ways MCC is trying 
to promote civility on campus 
is by decreasing the number of 
students loitering the hallways. 
With MCC’s numbers growing 
and with the campus getting more 
crowds, public safety is at stake. 
An effective way to promote this 
is by getting students to join a 
club or organization on campus. 
The clubs teach students to accept 
responsibility and be more civil 
while giving them a place to go 
and not crowd the halls.

There are many positive 
attributes to joining a club, which 
include friendship, maturity, 
responsibility, and merit. The 
traits gained from school clubs 
are not always visible on the 
surface. However, by being 
around fellow students, and 
having a positive attitude about 
MCC, they can start to show; 
eventually shaping students into 
leaders. The experience gained 
can follow students to a four-year 
school, or help them to with a 
future career.

Something else that you can 
take from clubs is the co-cirricular 
transcript. This transcript shows 
other schools and employers that 
you have interests and are active 
in the community. Schools look 
for well-rounded students so 
they’ll be wanting more than just 
good grades.

Clubs also allow for everlasting

friendships to build. Though 
MCC is only a two-year school, 
the memories one carries with 
them from their time here will 
always stay with them. Clubs are 
a great way to meet new people, 
experience new things, and take 
yourself out of your comfort zone. 
They are also a way to explore 
your interests.

MCC offers a wide variety of 
clubs from Student Government 
to Capoeira, from the Men of 
Excellence to Sci-fi/Fantasy. If 
news writing is your cup of tea 
then there’s always the Monroe 
Doctrine, or if you’re not too 
thrilled about journalism then try 
Cabbages and Kings, the school’s 
literary magazine. There’s even a 
radio station, WMCC, the Fuse, 
on campus, that allows you to 
spin your own tunes, and have 
your own show!

Clubs shape students into 
efficient leaders, mold them into 
patient listeners, and allow them 
to learn respect for one another 
and mature well beyond their 
years. Joining a club is not only 
good for socializing, but can help 
your academic career. There are 
various scholarships you can 
apply for through the club you 
represent.

Don’t forget that anyone 
attending MCC can join a club, 
and clubs are always awaiting 
new applicants.

HOT AND NOT

• Summer music festivals.

• Finishing the Spring 
semester.
• Snow free summer weather.

• Road trips!

• Drive-in movies.

• The swimming season.

• Carnival food: Fried 
Dough, Funnel Cake, Cotton 
Candy & Kettle Com.

• Sustainability: Composting, 
Recycling & Gardening.

• Drinks so expensive they 
require a loan.

• Starting summer courses.

• Summer humidity.

• Flat tires!

• Bad movie re-makes.

• Your 60-year-old neighbor 
who still wears a speedo!

• The creepy carnival 
guy following you around, 
watching you ride the 
merry-go-round.

• Pollution: Littering!

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 
Madasyn Czebiniak

As my time here at MCC draws 
to a close, I would like to take 
the time to thank my wonderful 
staff, my amazing writers, and 
my dedicated readers for two 
incredible semesters of laughter, 
frustrations, and love.

Though some would say our 
time together could rival an 
episode of The Real World, it was 
full of memories I wouldn’t trade 
for the world. I’m proud to call 
everyone I’ve worked with here 
at the Doctrine my friends, and in 
most cases, my family.

You have all been there for 
me when I’ve really needed you, 
stayed with me in the office until 
midnight during a last-minute 
production night, and most of 
all, have supported me from the 
moment I graced the Monroe 
Doctrine’s doors.

I can honestly say that I 
never would have guessed the 
opportunity to be Editor-in-Chief 
would ever come to me. When 
I first came to the office I was 
scared out of my wits. It surprised 
me how nice everyone was, 
how supportive they all were. 
Maintaining a family atmosphere 
where everyone felt welcome 
was something I planned to work 
tirelessly towards during both my 
years here. I guess I succeeded.

To everyone who has 
been there for me, I offer my 
countless thanks, and my utmost

appreciation.
Lori Moses: No words need to 

be said. You know how much you 
mean to everyone and how much 
you are appreciated. If not, then 
I’m sorry I haven’t done enough 
to voice it.

Katie Metzger: What can I say 
about my right-hand girl besides I 
couldn’t do it without you? Here’s 
looking at you, kid.

Jacob Tierney: All front pages 
forevermore will remind me of

“Jacob Tierney”. I look forward 
to your columns in the New York 
Times.

Erin Lowney: You made
Lifestyles fun. Anyone would be 
proud to have you as an editor. 
You taught me layout, instead of 
the other way around.

Krystina Melville: You lit up 
the room with your smile and 
your exuberant spirit. Days were

cheerier with you in the office, 
even if you still don’t know what 
SUNY means.

Maria LoCastro: You certainly 
had a way with words, and with 
pens for that matter. The paper 
couldn’t have worked without you 
and your ever-present AP style 
guide. Good luck next year.

Chris DeBack: Though you 
never managed to figure out the 
difference between “their” and 
“they’re”, you still made sports 
worth reading.

Amanda Melrose-Smith: 
Thanks for always being around 
when we needed you for last 
minute copy-edits. And for 
random office dancing.

Leo Nealon: One of the greatest 
photographers to have ever graced 
MCC. You’re going to go far with 
your natural talent.

Patrick Harney: Keep up with 
the comics and your insightful 
opinion pieces!

Dan Horrocks, Mike Maher, 
and Josh Gilhuly: My three boys. 
My faithful writers, my last 
minute contenders, my skilled 
photographers. Thank you for all 
the time and effort you have put 
into the paper. It was such a 
success due to your hard work 
and dedication - make me proud 
as future editors and as students.

To the remaining writers, 
photographers, and readers, thank 
you so much for everything. To 
Public Safety, the Campus Center, 
to our wonderful President, Anne 
M. Kress, and to all other faculty 
and staff, your presence and 
support touched us in more ways 
than you can imagine.

I’ll miss the Doctrine. I’ll miss 
the office, the latest issues, and 
the feeling of accomplishment as 
I see someone reading a copy. 
And most of all, loyal readers. 
I’ll miss you. Nothing will be the 
same without your presence, and 
I hope readership will carry on 
long after I am gone.

It’s always been for you, loyal 
readers. Always for you..

From left to right, Amanda Melrose-Smith, Madasyn Czebiniak, 
Krystina Melville, Katie Metzger, Jacob Tierney, Erin Lowney, 
Chris DeBack, and Leo A. Nealon.

The right to an educated opinion
PATRICK HARNEY

SENIOR WRITER

Imagine this. You turn on the television to CNN. 
They are just wrapping up a story. Perhaps it is on 
the oil spill, the Supreme Court nomination, or Iraq 
or Afghanistan. The point is, after, they finish a 
story, they then inform you, the viewer, that you 
can “Twitter,” or, “Text,” them in regards to your 
own personal opinion of the story. While this has 
long been an innovative feature of the 24-hour news 
networks as well as the Internet in general, I believe 
it has outlived its welcome and requires a bit of 
alteration.

I, fortunately, am not alone in this endeavor. 
Edward Doex, a journalist for the British Prospect 
Magazine, wrote in a piece entitled, “Twittering 
Fools,” that, “All genres of television now contain 
an abysmal segment during which the anchor or host 
reads out a series of inane views from variously mad 
people with an inexplicable surplus of time and self- 
regard.”

Overall, Doex is right in this regard, with the sole

exception being how he later writes in the article 
that, “only experts,” will be able to partake in a 
conversation, so long as it relates to their field. While 
I do agree that this unfettered ability for the public 
to have its opinions heard requires some refinement, 
I believe outright banishment is foolhardy and 
unnecessary. Also, I can easily imagine many 
libertarians having a fit, given that what Doex is 
proposing amounts to outright censorship.

My own idea for reforming this, “marketplace 
of ideas,” would essentially entail two specific 
categories. One would be that anyone commenting 
on a particular subject must always have their actual 
name on-screen, to discourage any attempts at 
rudeness or cruelty. The second aspect would ask 
the public to become more informed on the issue 
before quickly rattling off some comment with little 
to no “filter.” As I would like to put it, “You don’t 
have a right to an opinion. You have the right to an 
educated opinion.”
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Should students live on or off
campus?

Living on campus is beneficial Off campus living saves money

SARA IDRIS

GUEST WRITER

MICHAEL MAHER

SENIOR WRITER

The benefits of living on campus greatly outweigh the pros of commuting 
to and from school every day. It may be a simple choice for most students, 
but the decision you make can greatly impact the experience you have as a 
student. Many dwell on the down sides of living on campus such as roommate 
problems or food issues, but what you make of your on-campus experience 
is actually up to you.

Students who live on campus in residence halls find it quite convenient. 
They can hop out of bed 20 minutes before class and still get there on time, 
whereas if you live 30 minutes away you always run the risk of getting caught 
in traffic or having car trouble. Living on campus gives you the option to be 
flexible when making yom schedule. Those who commute normally take 
classes back to back, so they don’t have random two or three hour breaks in 
the middle of the day, but students who live on campus can use that time to 
head back to their dorm and sneak in a quick nap or just catch up on some 
school work, or work on group projects.

Some other advantages to living on campus are the resources available 
at your fingertips. Many colleges assign academic assistants to each dorm 
building so if you need tutoring, it’s right down the hall, or you could even 
just take that five minute walk to the tutoring center on campus. Plus, you 
avoid the distractions that often come with living at home, like chores and 
what not.

Furthermore, living on campus gives you the opportunity to meet new 
people and make long lasting friendships. Many of you may not have any 
siblings, and having a roommate can you show what it’s like to live with 
someone else, who could even end up becoming your best friend.

In addition, much of the socializing on campus takes place in the 
residence halls. Resident assistants, students assigned make yoin resident 
hall experience more enjoyable, put on different activities like movie nights 
or laser tag, to help make your residence experience more fun!

Living on campus can give you a sense of independence that you cannot 
get while living at home with parents. You realize that someone isn’t there to 
clean up after you, or prepare your meals, or even check up you telling you 
when to go to sleep, so you gain that feeling of freedom and responsibility 
for yourself. You have a plethora of resources that you can fall back on if you 
need help.

For every adult that speaks nostalgically of the “college experience,” I 
argue my own. Paintings, hardwood floors, porches, friends at midnight and 
questionable activities. No one is mindless. Dorms offer white walls, bunk beds 
and matching armoires. If college is for finding yourself, the last place one should 
start looking is in the residence halls. Off campus living is clearly the better 
option of the two.

Start with the search. The city offers ample apartments. Studios and two 
bedrooms, houses and halves, the only time you will be happier than after signing 
a lease on your own perfect apartment, is when you start to decorate. Roadside 
couches or your grandmother’s lamp, they’ve never looked better but in your own 
abode. And, clearly, neither have a place in a dormitory.

Now invite your friends. There’s no need to be quiet, you can skip the sign in, 
and while you’re at it, forget the dorm mate with a biology test at 8 a.m. Party 
all night, or if it suits you better, sleep in late. The dreaded walk of shame will 
never be a worry, or even lending a couch to friend in need. A place of your own 
is exactly that, a place of your own. And frankly, it’s cheaper.

Consider housing rates in Rochester. An apartment the size of one of MCC’s 
suites runs anywhere from $600 to $800, with location and perks being the 
weighted variable. Find a friend or two and you have yourself a home for the low 
cost of $1,900 for seven months. Compare this to the $5,700 the school charges 
per academic year in a double room and the math does itself. However, for 
consistency’s sake, look into a studio. Living alone in a smaller, yet appropriate 
space for the single dweller would be roughly $400 a month. The $2,800 you’ll 
be spending for the school year is still less than half of what you’d be spending 
on campus.

And what of landlords? Even the most authoritarian leaser has no right to 
bust in unannounced. The same cannot be said of RAs. Alcohol, paraphernalia, 
recreational substances, and toaster ovens are grounds for immediate expulsion 
fi'om the school’s property. Pay your rent on time and enjoy the freedom to do 
or cook whatever. Furthermore, place such responsibilities on yourself. At least 
living alone gives you the option to make your own mistakes. Baby-sitters have 
no sanction on young adults.

From freedom to personalization to economic practicality, living off campus 
is unquestionably the correct decision. Get out there, find a place, and settle in. 
Next time some old timer starts a rant about the “college experience”, tell them 
about your own.

Talking trash: the lack of civility in politics currently

lOSHUA GILHULY

SENIOR WRITER

Although 1 don’t often agree with 
President Obama’s policies, 1 do have to 
agree with him on a recent topic. I fully 
agree with him that civility in politics 
is going by the wayside and that we 
should actively work to return civility and 
courtesy to the political discourse in om 
country.

Too often, it seems that when discussing 
politics, many people are of the opinion 
that if you disagree with them then you 
must be an idiot. As the President stated, 
politicians and “talking heads” in the 
media are leading this downward spiral 
and pulling the American people behind 
them. Why can’t many of these people 
grasp the concept that humans are going to

disagree? Just because you disagree with 
someone is no reason to be rude. Name
calling and insulting does not help your 
argument, in fact it often hurts it. No one 
listens to someone who calls them stupid, 
regardless of whether they have a valid 
point.

Many people point to an increasingly 
divided voter base and say that is the 
reason for these public figures increasing 
lack of courtesy. They say that these 
politicians and media figures are trying 
to more clearly separate themselves from 
the other side and feel that insults are the 
best way. This position has little merit 
though, because in a debate your goal is 
not to convince the people who already 
agree with you. Your goal in a debate is to 
convince those who disagree with you and 
you will not do that with insults.

Also at fault for this decrease in civility 
is the fact that this bickering and name
calling often gets the political figures more 
attention and media figures better ratings. 
They know that this needless rhetoric 
will get them more viewers and it is 
because of this that I call on the American 
people not to give them the attention they 
crave. Glenn Beck, Rush Limbaugh, Keith 
Olbermann, and Rachel Maddow are not 
helping political discourse in America. 
They are simply driving a wedge between 
the right and the left. We should not give 
them the satisfaction of increasing their 
ratings. I call for a boycott of their shows 
until they cease trying to further divide 
the American people.

Until people call for an end to this 
pointless bickering, these figures will 
continue to harm American progress.

photo courtesy of Nakahodo and MCT
Campus
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Discovering our city, Rochester
DANIEL C. HORROCKS

SENIOR WRITER
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For anyone new to this region Rochester, NY or the Flower City 
has a few treasures hidden beneath a history of civil rights, innova
tion, and culture.

Mount Hope cemetery, only a few miles off MCC’s campus is the 
in the United States. Beneath this lays abolitionist publisher 

in a newspaper known as the North Star Fredrick Douglas, 
published his North Star abolitionist newspaper out of 
Anthony and founder of Kodak George Eastman.

Some of Rochester’s famous foods consist of the garbage 
plate, Zweigles white hot dogs, and let’s not forget the Country 

Sweet and Boss sauce which adds a sweet twist to any meal. A 
visit to Monroe Ave vast array original restaurants includes the 
original cuisines of Dog Town delivering the gourmet hot dog 
off of Monroe Avenue, Aladdin’s Mediterranean Cuisine, and 
Natural Oasis.

From Monroe Community College there are a few ways to get 
around town besides using your own vehicle. Either by biking and 
walking on the trail ways following the Erie Canal and Genesee 

River or by bus Downtown is always a short trip away. Once here 
there numerous events going on for both those interested in head
ing to a bar for live music or something more sober throughout 
the city.

In the area surrounding Monroe Ave including Park Ave 
there are a plethora of places to shop for clothes, food, 

and even almost everything which the average person 
could ever wish to acquire. But, if shopping is not your 
thing and you are more of a window shopper this area 
is also the location of the Strong Museum of Play, the 

Rochester Museum and Science center, and the Memorial 
Art Gallery.

If you’re looking for a performance of sorts, whether it’s 
theater or an internationally known orchestra the Rochester 
Philharmonic Orchestra, this city is the place to be. Taking 
a bus downtown the three largest theater companies in 
this area include the Downstairs Cabaret, Geva, and the 
Auditorium Theater.

Maybe theater is not your thing In such a case 
Rochester’s sports teams include the Red Wings base
ball team, the Rochester Rhinos soccer team, the 

Rochester Americans hockey team, as it’s staple 
teams.

Another attraction to this area for those who 
have come from afar is our proclaimed 

supermarket Wegmans which follows 
the slogan “Always fresh, always 
local” in their business plans. If not 
to save some money this semester, 
stop by on a weekend and try a free 
taste test of an original recipe and be 
prepared to be wowed.

Participating in clubs can be an important part of 
a student’s college career. There’s a club or organiza
tion for every person’s interest. Some clubs on campus 
include American Sign Language Club, Break-Dancing 
Club, Comic Creator Club, Latin Pride, Gay Pride 
Alliance, Spanish Club, and many more. Most clubs and 
organizations can be found in Bldg. 3.

Transferring

Many students transfer to four-year schools when 
they’re done at MCC. The Career Center should be 
a student’s first step when you’re considering trans
ferring. There they can help you research colleges 
that meet your needs. The Transfer Advisors help 
students to make their time at MCC beneficial for 
them when they transfer.
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let to ioiow your MCC Lingo
ALISSA SHIELDS

FORMER MANAGING EDITOR

X - (Monroe Community College) 
ances are if your reading this, your here. 
;C - (Damon City Campus) MCC’s down- 
ra Rochester campus.
CUPLACER - A test that you take to 
[ermine which level math or english you 
mid take.
rsar’s Office - Maintains student records, 
ey send you the tuition bill and you pay 
im. They also collect on your account if 
1 don’t pay them.
lPP Report - (Curriculum, Advising and 
)gram Planning) This is a handy com- 
Eiized program which tracks the courses 
j’ve taken and need to take to complete 
ir degree. It’s an excellent tool to use 
en you’re putting together your schedule. 
£P Exams - (College Level Examination 
)gram) It’s a test that you can take which, 
rou pass, gives you credit for a class.
C - (Electronic Learning Center) A room

full of computers that you can use after sign
ing in. Several departments have their own 
ELC’s that offer specific assistance based on 
degree programs.
ESOL - (English for Speakers of Other 
Languages) Courses that are offered for stu
dents who are not proficient in English to 
prepare them linguistically and culturally to 
be successful in their academic career. 
Banner System - Banner is the name of the 
web based system that MCC uses to store 
data. If you log into email, run your CAPP 
report or other functions via the MCC web
site, you are using the Banner System.
2+2 - A program that teams MCC up with 
other four year schools, where you would 
take the first two years here and last two at 
a four year school. Go to the Career Center 
to see if your are eligible.
VaPA - (Visual and Performing Arts) A 
department within MCC that houses several 
degree programs.

Article has been reprinted from orienta
tion 2008.

Living with a roommate 101
ELIZABETH REDDEN

FORMER EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Adapting to your first semester of 
college may be difficult, but the challenge of 
adapting to a roommate for the first time can 
make the transition much harder. If you are 
experiencing this situation for the first time, 
it takes time to adjust to each other’s habits 
and schedules.

The key to cohabitation is communi
cation. The easiest way to avoid clashing 
is to discuss issues openly. Bringing up 
sleep schedules, cleanliness, study habits and 
preferred music and television habits can cre
ate a more understanding environment with 
fewer frustrations. Create an agreement to 
avoid problems before they arise.

If you are living in a suite, communica
tion with your suite mates, as well as room
mates, can help control problems in the 
areas of dirty dishes, bathroom cleaning, and 
general tidiness.

To avoid too much clutter throughout the 
year, wait to bring your winter clothing until 
later in the semester, when you can send the 
summer clothing back home. Not only will it 
cut down on clutter on the floor and on top 
of furniture, but you won’t take up the small 
amount of precious empty space.

A good habit of keeping doors and win
dows locked may also save you some strife. 
If you leave a door open and your roommate’s 
laptop is stolen, hard feelings will be sure to 
follow.

If issues do arise and you have 
unsuccessfully tried to work them out 
with your roommate, speak with a resident 
assistant or a resident director before setting 
your mind on a room change. They may be 
able to work with you and your roommate to 
compromise living arrangements. You may 
not turn out to be best Mends, but an agreed 
upon living arrangement can make your stay 
much more enjoyable.

Article has been reprinted from orienta
tion 2008.
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Withdrawing from a course that you’re not 
passing will keep an “F” from showing up in your 
transcripts. Before you withdraw from a course 
you should know that you’re still responsible 
for the tuition and fees for the course. Also, too 
many withdraws don’t reflect well on transcripts 
and can affect your graduation, financial aid and 
participation in athletics. Before withdrawing you 
should meet with a counselor in the Counseling 
Center in Bldg. 1 - 231.

When signing up for classes you should be aware 
that WR in the class title means that the course is 
writing intensive. These courses stand out on your 
transcripts. Four year institutions have said that strong 
writing skills in a student make them better students 
and better future employees. If a student completes 
30 credits with a “B” average they can earn a Writing 
Intensive seal on their diploma.
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An athletic year in review

Women’s Basketball Men’s Basketball
CHRIS DEBACK

SPORTS EDITOR
The Tribunes women’s basketball team fin

ished yet another successful season with an 
impressive 23-6 record.

The Tribunes started out the season on a 
rocky note, only winning four out of their 
first eight games. But the Tribunes quickly 
bounced back and went on to win 
their next 10 straight games in 
dominating fashion to get them 
to the national tournament.

The Tribunes won their 
first round match up against 
North Idaho College in convinc
ing fashion, 63-58. But they would 
go on to lose against the number one 
ranked team in the nation. Gulf Coast CC, 
in the second round of the national tourna
ment, 74-54. The Tribunes bounced back to 
win the last two games of the season, beat
ing Midlands College, 74-62 and Trinity 
Valley CC, 65-56, in the final game of the 
season.

The Tribunes women’s basketball team 
used a fast paced transition game to domi
nate most of their competition. Only thing 
that really hurt the Tribunes all season was 
making a couple of careless mistakes that 
in the end cost them the game.

You can expect that Head Coach Tim 
Parinello will have the Tribunes women’s 
basketball team in the national tournament 
again.

photo by Leo A. Nealon

CHRIS DEBACK

SPORTS EDITOR

MCC’s Men’s Basketball Team had 
another great season under the helm of 
Jerry Burns.

They finished with an overall record 
of 29-4, but had a disappointing run in 
the national tournament, losing in the first 
round to Cincinnati State 83-72.

The Tribunes started out the season 
with an amazing 14-0, before losing to 
Erie Community College by one point at 
home 100-99. The Tribunes would then 
go onto dispose of their next five oppo
nents before losing to ECC again. The 
Tribunes would not lose another game all 
season until being defeated by Cincinnati 
State in the first round of the national tour
nament. The Tribunes then moved to the 
loser bracket, where they disposed of Penn 
Valley before losing their final game of 
the season to St. Clair Community College 
83-67.

The Tribunes continuously used great 
ball control and quick shooting to domi
nate the competition. They also had a 
great transition game to compliment their 
quick shooting game plan. Not only did 
they have a great offense they had a sti
fling defense had held opponents to less 
than 70 points per game.

Look for next year’s Tribunes to contin
ue the success and be back in the running 
for their first national title.

Bruce “Murph” Shapiro retires after 19 years as MCC A.D.

photo by Leo A. Nealon

Bruce “Murph” Shapiro has dedicated the last 19 years of his life into turning MCC into one of 
the elite community college athletic programs in the nation. Under Shapiro MCC has won 14 
national championships.

MARSHALL SHANNON

SENIOR WRITER

There are a lucky few peo
ple in this world who truly love 
what they do, and MCC Athletic 
Director Bruce Shapiro certainly 
qualifies. Even as a young man, 
Shapiro knew that he wanted to 
work around athletics.

A Rochester native, bom in 
1937, “Murph” as he likes to be 
called, was heavily involved with 
sports before even attending col
lege. Shapiro was on the Franklin 
high-school basketball team as 
well working for the Red Wings 
as the clubhouse boy throughout 
much of the 1950’s. “I used to get 
to sit on the bench and watch the 
games” said Shapiro. “A lot of 
them went from the Red Wings 
up to the Cardinals, so many 
of those guys played in the big 
leagues for a long time.”

Shortly after graduating high- 
school, it was Shapiro’s turn to 
be in the game, as he attended 
the University of Miami on a full 
scholarship and played for their 
basketball team. Shapiro played 
for Miami for three years, get
ting to travel the country, and

even play in Madison Square 
Garden when his team made the 
NIT. Then, after graduating with 
a degree in health and physical 
education, Shapiro came back to 
Rochester and took a teaching 
position at East Irondequoit High 
School.

It didn’t take long for Shapiro 
to start climbing the sports ladder 
once he got back to Rochester. 
He quickly fulfilled one of his 
dreams by coaching the Monroe 
High School basketball team. He 
coached at Monroe for five years 
before meeting his predecessor 
as MCC athletic director, George 
Monagan, at a basketball camp 
in the Adirondacks. At the time 
Monagan was working double 
duty as the MCC men’s basket
ball coach as well as athletic 
director. When he met Shapiro, 
it only seemed fitting to bring 
the Monroe High School basket
ball coach, as well as some of 
his graduating players to MCC. 
Shapiro enjoyed a lot of success 
as the MCC men’s basketball 
coach, even making the national 
tournament and placing seventh 
in the country.

In 1991, Shapiro took over 
for Monagan as the MCC ath

letic director and began a career 
that has seen nearly a hundred 
regional championships as well 
as 13 national championships. 
With a great reputation in the 
area, Shapiro excelled at recruit
ing local athletes to attend his 
program, like Tony Webster, a

first team All American basket
ball player who can be found on 
the MCC Wall of Fame.

Sadly, June, named after the 
Roman goddess of marriage, will 
see the end of the long standing 
marriage between MCC and the 
man who defines its athletics pro

gram. Yet whether through the 
individual success of his players, 
or the overall success of his pro
gram, Bruce “Murph” Shapiro 
has left an imprint on the MCC 
athletic program that will reso
nate for generations to come.



SUMMER 2010 PAGE 9MONROE COMMUNFTY COLLEGE

MONROF. DOCTRINE

a look back on MCC sports,
2009-2010

National Champions, Women’s Lacrosse Men Lacrosse
CHRIS DEBACK

SPORTS EDITOR

The Tribunes won their first ever 
national championship on a last- 

second goal, scored by Theresa 
Catteau. The Tribunes finished 
the season with a record of 15-3 

and a number one ranking.
The Tribunes started out the sea

son with a 12-10 victory at home 
against Notre Dame College. 

They would then go on to win 
the next five games before 
finally losing to Nassau CC, 
13-11, at home. The Tribunes 

would then go on a six game 
winning streak before finally being 

beaten again this time by Onondaga 
CC in the final game of the regular 

season, 11-6, at home.
The Tribunes started out the regional 

tournament against Erie CC and eas
ily disposed of Erie by defeating them, 
22-4. The tribunes went on to lose to 
Onondaga CC in the regional finals, 12-8. 
The Tribunes then went on to the nation

al tournament were they defeated the 
CCBC-Catonsville, 11-10. Then finally the 

Tribunes faced off again against Onondaga 
only this time it was a different story.
The game was tied going into the final minute 

of the game. Catteau got the ball and headed toward 
the goal when she was fouled with 1.8 seconds left in the 

game. After the foul she was given an open shot on the 
net, which she took and scored the game-winning goal as 

time expired. Giving the Tribunes their first ever NJCAA 
Lacrosse Championship.
The Tribunes women Lacrosse team should have more than 

photo by Leo A. Nealon

CHRIS DEBACK

SPORTS EDITOR

The Tribunes Men’s Lacrosse team started off what 
seemed to be a promising season, 9-1, in the first ten games. 
The Tribunes would finish the season with a final record of 
17-3, and finish the season ranked fifth in the nation.

During the Tribunes great run over the first 10 games of 
the season, they beat every team but the defending national 
champion, Onondaga CC, 17-11, in Onondaga. The tribunes 
would only lose one more game the rest of the regular sea
son: they lost to CCBC-Essex, 3-13, at Essex. The Tribunes 
were able to have an undefeated record at home this season. 
Both of their losses came on the road.

The Tribunes faced off against Genesee CC in the first 
round of the regional quarter-finals and won the game, 17- 
6. Then they faced off against Broome CC in the Regional 
semi-finals, with a 12-8 victory. They went on to face off 
against the defending national champion Onondaga CC 
in the Regional finals to determine who would play for a 
national championship. The Tribunes fought hard to beat 
Onondaga, giving everything they had, but in the end 
Onondaga was just too strong, beating the Tribunes, 18-12.

The Tribunes will have a good core of players coming 
back that will give them enough experience to take a run at 
the national championship.

photo by Leo A. Nealon

Men’s Soccer

The Tribunes men’s soccer team had an at best 
average season. They finished the season with a final 
record of 7-8-2 and won the Region III Championship.

Women’s Soccer

The Tribunes women’s soccer team had yet another 
exceptional season. They finished with a final record 
of 14-2 and won the Region III Championship

Men’s Hockey

The Tribunes men’s hockey team came ever 
so close to winning their first national cham
pionship losing to Erie CC in the national 
semi-finals. Final Record: 20-4
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Unleash Your Potential
with the Monroe Doctrine
Learn how we did it in one simple step

Testimonials:
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Expand Your Horizons
We re looking for:

y! aimginf Editor 

Sports Editor 

Ojsinion Editor 

i'lotographers
\ ideographeri*

i’usiiK'S.y Manager 
Lajout Staff
Web Oesigtiers 
Staff W'riters 
^ 'i imic Artists 
(>raphl7

What’s In It For You?
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which lets other 
colli.'P/'s know that 
\-o;r;e well rounded, 
and yi i',i can even 
college credit for the 
wo'k you put in,

1- in ally, a position 
on the newspaper 
adiiws you to know 
Mix’ like no me else. 
Viiu'M haw your 
•uipei on the school’s 
pulse .and always 
know what’s going 
on around campus.
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THE TV CROSSWORD
by Jacqueline E. Mathews

5/2/10

ACROSS
1 Actor Rifkin
4 Tit for__
7 Actress Mia__

11 Gorilla
12 Actress McClanahan
13 Bleachers level
14 Brief life history
15 Manufactured
16 __Garrett; role on “The Facts of

Life”
17 Actor on “Law & Order”
20 Poisonous snake
21 Actor McKellen
22 Judd Hirsch’s role on “NumbSrs”
25 Role on “Alice”
26 Fruit spread
29 Newsmagazine show host
33 “Please Don’t__the Daisies”
34 “Old MacDonald had a farm, E, 

 , O. And on that farm there...”
35 Actress Barbara
36 “Not__Stranger”; Sinatra movie
37 _ West
39 “The__”; Wolf Blitzer’s series
46 “It’s__, Mad, Mad, Mad World”

(c) 2010 Tribune Media Services, inc. 
All Rights Reserved.

47 Brass instrument
48 Org. for the Lakers & the Knicks
49 Ankle-length skirt
50 “__Life to Live”
51 Denver’s state; abbr.
52 Fit of anger
53 Tina__
54 Long, slimy fish

DOWN
1 Harmon__; lead role on “JAG”
2 Mayberry resident
3 __lights; marquee borders
4 “Lady and the__”; Disney film
5 German car
6 Smaller
7 Isaac or Howard
8 Verdi opera
9 Payment to a landlord

10 Smell__; suspect trickery
15 Barker and Bell
18 __Marie Hupp
19 “Road to__”; Crosby/Hope film
22 “Ice__^”; hit animated film
23 Actor Nicholas
24 __Linkletter
25 How Miss Piggy refers to herself
26 Role on “The Beverly Hillbillies”
27 “Car 54, Where _ You?”
28 ‘The__from U.N.C.L.E."
30 One of the Simpsons
31 “__a Salesman”; Frederic March

film from an Arthur Miller play
32 Change directions
36 Review the books
37 Mr. Amsterdam
38 Sothern or Jillian
39 Shepard and Elliott
40 “__old cowhand from the Rio...”
41 Danny DeVito sitcom
42 Actress__Skye
43 “__and Again”
44 Woodwind instrument
45 “Scenes from a__”; Midler film

Catenriitles of Nature by Tony Pipo
we /VR6N/T M0VIM6 AT 

Auu. wou Kieeo to 
TMIMK Ot: AM IMVewTIoM 

FOR TRAFFIC TAMS-

“Relax, honey - they’re apples,” “Tom, let's explore why you fee! Andrea’s
inability to understand ‘icing the puck' 

is passive-aggressive."

Are you an MCC student interested in drawing comics?

Then why not apply for the Monroe Doctrine? We are 
currently looking for a Comics Editor!

Come to Bldg. 3-134 to fill out an application today!

&............ .......

so, HUMANS ANP 
ALIENS ARE GETTING 

, ALONG BETTER NOW?

YEAH. TURNS OUT \ g 8 
THEY DO HAVE SOME °, I 
THINGS IN COMMON. | ill

LOUSY ROBOTS! 
TAKING ALL OUR JOBS!

YEAH! GO SACK WHERE 
YOU CAME FROM! J

B
zan? my human and

si CREWMEMBERS ARE 
FIOHTINO AGAIN.

w
HOW PO ALL YOUR ASSORTEP' 
TYPES OF DOUGHNUT PEOPLE 

GET ALONG SO WELL?
YOU HAVE PLAIN, POWDERED, 

CREME-FILLED...

EXCUSE 
ME...
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