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New student health insurance 
possible next year

MADASYN CZEBINIAK

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

What does a 20 to 30-year-old commu
nity college student need in terms of health 
care benefits? After 12 months of ideas and 
proposals, Monroe Community College has 
come another step closer to implementing 
a new health insurance plan for these stu
dents.

A joint effort between staff from 
Administrative Services, Student Services, 
and Health Services, the proposed health 
insurance plan is intended to provide benefits 
to all MCC students in case of accidents, ill
nesses, outpatient care, diagnostic services, 
x-ray services, ambulatory surgery and pre
scription services.

“The current policy does not meet our 
students’ needs,” said Dr. Donna Mueller, 
Director of Health Services. That policy, a 
Blanket and Accident Health Plan through 
Pomco, is not commercial grade, and does 
not offer the same benefits as customary 
insurance.

The Pomco poliidy requires students to 
pay for benefits outpfj)ocket, and then sub
mit bills for reimbursement. This isn’t the 
best policy for a student juggling classes, 
an outside job, and sometimes even family 
responsibilities.

The minimal benefits and the overall 
frustration with the plan were the real drivers 
behind the proposal for something new. “The 
college began this search because of the dis
satisfaction our students had with the

old policy,” said Mueller.
MCC is currently look

ing for a way to relieve the 
pressure placed on students.
According to an article in 
the Democrat and Chronicle, 
there is a statewide prob
lem with student health 
insurance. Students 
are at high risk for 
not being covered 
for medical prob
lems, which in 
turn generates 
big profits for 
insurers.

These same 
problems can 
be seen at 
MCC, with stu
dents not always 
getting the ben
efits they deserve 
from the current 
health insurance 
policy.

To contend with this, 
one key suggestion for the 
new policy would be requiring 
students to show insurance cards, 
pay the co-payment for whatever benefits 
they need, and then the provider of service 
would bill the insurance company directly, 
much like a traditional insurance plan.

(continued on page 2)

Student teachers prepare for careers in changing field

photo by Thomas Keenan

Phil Smith and Christian Cortez-Santana, students in MCC’s education department, help students 
from School 58 put on a play about pollution and the environment.

JACOB TIERNEY

NEWS EDITOR

It is a confusing time to become 
a teacher, but MCC is making 
sure that its education students are 
prepared.

Public education has become 
a hot topic on local and nation
al levels. Arguments continue 
over programs and solutions to 
the problem of a faulty educa
tion system, but any firm answers 
are still unclear. MCC’s educa
tion programs provide experience 
and guidance to students who are 
looking to enter this ever-chang
ing field.

MCC offers several liberal arts 
degrees with education focuses. 
These programs are designed to 
help students transfer to schools. 

(continued on page 3)

Health care 
legislation 
will affect 
student loans

JOSHUA GILHULY

SENIOR WRITER

Many are unaware that the 
recently-passed health care act 
affects financial aid for students. 
The new legislation changes Pell 
Grants and federally subsidized 
student loans.

Pell grants are grants given by 
the government to students who 
show exceptional need

The changes in the health care 
reform legislation should provide 
an additional $40 billion to this 
program, with $2 billion of that 
going to community colleges over 
the next 10 years. The maximum 
annual amount for the grant, cur
rently set at $5,350, will increase 
to $5,550 for the 2010-2011 school 
year. It will also provide adjust
ments based on inflation, which 
the Congressional Budget Office 
estimates will raise the maxi
mum amount of the grant to over 
$5,900 by 2013.

Before the new legislation, 
there were two ways of obtaining 
federal student loans. Someone 
desiring a loan could apply to the 
William D. Ford Direct Loan pro
gram and borrow directly from 
the govermnent, or they could 
apply to a private lender who par
ticipated in the Federal Family 
Education Loan program. The 
new legislation does away with 
the federally funded private lend
ers and, effective July 1, anyone 
wishing to obtain student loans 
through the fedoul government 
will have to apply through the 
Direct Loan program.

The loan also changes several 
parts of the loan repayment sys
tem. Interest rates undo* the new 
program will be capped at 7.9 
percent, down from the old cap 
of 8.5 percent under the private 
Federal Family Education Loan 
program. Loan repayment will 
also be set at 10 percent of the 
student’s discretionary income. 
As long as the borrower makes 
their payment, any remaining 
debt will be forgiven after twenty 
years, or ten years for public ser
vice workers.
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New SUNY policy draws praise as well
as doubts among students and faculty

[ACOB TIERNEY

NEWS EDITOR

SUNY administration and students have 
avidly supported the new SUNY Public Higher 
Education Empowerment and Innovation Act 
(PHEEIA). Other organizations say that the act 
could end up hurting students at 4-year SUNY 
colleges, raising tuition beyond what they are 
able to afford.

The bill gives 4-year SUNY colleges the 
ability to set their own tuition, instead of having 
it be determined by the state. Community col
leges already set their own tuition.

Proponents of the bill say that it is necessary 
to help colleges cope with the constant string 
of budget cuts coming from the state. It would 
give SUNY the ability to set the rates that the 
schools need to function, while still retaining 
their accessibility to students.

SUNY created certain rules that must be 
followed if the bill is passed. Thition could be 
increased yearly. Any increases would be based 
on the Higher Education Price Index. This usu
ally increases between two and three percent a 
year.

Some organizations, most prominently the 
Union of University Professionals, have said that 
the bill would be bad for students.

“We think that it’s not wise to give up state 
legislative oversight on issues like tuition,” said 
Don Feldstein, Media Relations Specialist for 
the Union of University Professionals.

The bill’s opponents say that if SUNY were 
given power over their own tuition, colleges 
would quickly become unaffordable.

Juliette Price, Director of Communications 
for the SUNY Student Assembly, doesn’t think 
these dramatic price increases will happen. The 
assembly decided to support the bill after seeing 
the restrictions SUNY placed on it.

“We’ve been hearing very ludicrous claims 
from them,” she says.

The Union of University Professionals may 
have the numbers to back up these claims. 
Feldstein cited a report from the New York State 
Assembly Ways and Means Committee. The j 
report says that if this bill had gone into effect 
in 2003, SUNY tuition would already be up 93 
percent by now.

Price says that this report falsely represents 
what students can actually expect, should the 
bill be passed.

“The Board of Trustees is not out to get stu
dents,” she says.

Another contentious aspect of the bill gives 
SUNY the ability to charge different tuition 
rates for different programs. Those in support of 
the bill say that it would benefit students seek
ing less expensive degrees, because they won’t 
be forced to share the financial burden created 
by more costly programs.

Those against the plan say it would make 
some programs unaffordable. In order to com 
bat this possibility, SUNY has created a special 
aid program for financially needy students who 
wish to take a more expensive program.

At the time this article was written, the bill 
had not yet been passed. Any changes that will 
be made if it passes will be gradual, and only 
time will tell whether it improves SUN Y’s qual
ity or just hurts students’ pocketbooks.
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Health Insurance continued from page 1

According to Mueller, MCC 
representatives have already 
met with a number of providers, 
expressing that they would like 
the plan to be centered on the 
needs of a student, to ensure ben
efits and cost-effectiveness.

MCC would also like to see 
to it that all students with six or 
more credit hours have mandatory 
health insurance under the school 
plan. With a majority of students 
on the plan, the health insurance 
would be easy to afford.

“We’ve been trying to custom
ize it to a college student’s needs 
and keep the costs low. We’re 
in the ballpark of $120 per year 
worth of coverage, with a maxi
mum of $15,000 in benefits, 24 
hours a day, seven days a week,” 
said Mueller.

Though it hasn’t been deter
mined whether or not the new 
insurance plan will need to be 
paid for separately, or added onto 
existing fees, Mueller thinks that 
accumulating the expenses onto 
student life fees would be the 
ideal course of action.

“It would be easier for students 
to be able to pay their bills out of 
fees and students could use their 
loans and financial aid to assist in 
the payments,” said Mueller.

The proposal still needs to be 
taken to the Board of Trustees for 
approval. The hope is that a plan

will be in place by Fall 2010.
“When you make health insur

ance accessible for everyone you’re 
protecting the college community 
and promoting public health,” said 
Mueller. “Inexpensive insurance 
for students is a solution.”MCC 
is currently looking for a way to 
relieve the pressure placed on stu
dents.

According to the Democrat 
and Chronicle, there is a statewide 
problem with student health insur
ance. Students are at high risk for 
not being covered for medical 
problems, which in turn generates 
big profits for insurers.

These same problems can be 
seen at MCC, with students not 
always getting the benefits they 
deserve from the current health 
insurance policy.

To contend with this, one key 
suggestion for the new policy 
would be requiring students to 
show insurance cards, pay the 
co-payment for whatever benefits 
they need, and then the provider 
of service would bill the insur
ance company directly, much like 
a traditional insurance plan.

According to Mueller, MCC 
representatives have already 
met with a number of providers, 
expressing that they would like 
the plan to be centered on the 
needs of a student, to ensure ben
efits and cost-effectiveness.
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NY debates legalization of 
medicinal marijuana

photo courtesy ofMCT campus

CAITLIN GEORGE

ASSOCIATE WRITER

New York State has proposed 
legalizing marijuana as part of 
their plan to recover from its 
mounting debt.

It would only be legalized for 
chronically ill patients.

Marijuana has been extreme
ly controversial for many years. 
Many doctors argue back and 
forth on the medical benefits of 
the plant. Some experts argue that 
the use of marijuana can help in 
the treatment of a variety of ill
nesses. Others say there’s no defi
nite proof it does anything.

Medical marijuana doesn’t 
cure anything, but it can be used 
to ease the symptoms of chron
ic illnesses. Marijuana can be 
used to relieve nausea and vomit
ing from chemotherapy for can
cer, relieve pain, muscle spas
ticity, and insomnia from spi
nal cord injury, pain, stiffness, 
and muscle spasticity from mul
tiple sclerosis and weight loss 
and loss of appetite from HIV. 
Marinol is the only drug the FDA 
has approved that has the same 
main ingredient as marijuana, 
THC.

It costs about $4,000 a year 
and only about 10-20 percent ends

up in the blood stream.
Other states have legalized 

marijuana for the revenue ben
efits. California was the first 
state to legalize marijuana for 
medicinal use in 1996, when they 
passed the Compassionate Use 
Act. One of the major reasons for 
the legalization was the recent 
economic downturn which has led 
to mounting debt. According to 
CBS, legalizing marijuana could 
save New York $200 million a 
year by reducing public safety 
costs and could generate tax rev

enue for local governments. And 
CNN had reported that New York 
State could gain approximately 
$65.5 million if the US legalized 
marijuana.

According to MCC student 
Eric Meyers, “I think it could 
do a number of positive things.” 
Katie Trost, another MCC student 
said, “I don’t like the idea of mari
juana use being legalized because 
of debt, but I think that those who 
are suffering should be allowed 
access to anything that will 
ease their pain.”

Education continued from page 1

to earn their bachelor’s or master’s degrees, and 
they also serve another, equally important purpose.

“It’s about exposure to the realities of teaching,” 
said Richard Costanza, the chairman of MCC’s edu
cation department.

Many public school teachers do not stay in then- 
profession for very long. Education is a demanding 
field, and the burnout rate is high. Janet Waasdorp, 
an education professor at MCC, said that part of 
the reason for this is that college students seeking 
degrees in education often do not truly know the 
rigors of that field.

“Anyone thinking about teaching should under
stand that it is a lifestyle, not just a career,” she 
said.

MCC gives students a chance to gain first-hand 
experience in public school classrooms before they 
invest large amounts of time and money into their 
education.

“It gives us a lot of time to do things that prepare 
us for being a teacher,” said Phil Smith, a student in 
MCC’s EDU 150 Learning Performance class. One 
major component of this class is working with stu
dents at local public schools, providing much needed

experience to potential teachers.
This is crucial, as it helps to produce more teach

ers who are prepared for the task ahead. The role 
of teachers and their work is crucial to the ongoing 
debate over the future of public education. Some say 
that the best way to fix education is to simply fire the 
bad teachers.

Others say that teachers cannot succeed when the 
system itself is so flawed. Success and failure are 
largely based on standardized testing, which oppo
nents say produces results that do not truly measure 
how much a student is learning, or how effective a 
particular teacher is.

Without some form of testing, it can be very dif
ficult to quantify a teacher’s performance. It is hard 
to argue that bad teachers must be fired without truly 
defining what makes a good teacher. MCC’s stu
dents have gained enough experience to start defin
ing this on there own.

You are a good teacher if you care, if you have an 
open heart, says student Christian Cortez-Santana.

Costanza agrees that passion and love of learning 
should be the main reason why anyone becomes a 
teacher. “It’s not about the summers off,” he said.
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Public Safe 
Report

3/22/2010
Harassment
• A student had her weave pulled off by another MCC stu
dent. Student Services follow-up.

3/23/2010
Criminal Tampering and Health Hazard
• An unknown suspect spread human feces on a wall in 
men’s room #2-295A.

3/24/2010
Injury
• An MCC student accidentally walked into a metal snow 
pole and suffered an injury.

3/25/2010
Harassment; Investigation
• A student and staff member had a tug of war over a plastic 
bag of returnable cans.

4/1/2010
Assisting Outside Agency
• A current MCC student and her boyfriend were shot at in 
the City of Rochester by a former MCC student. Follow-up 
needed.

4/2/2010 
Petit Larceny
•Suspect removed and stole vehicle boot that was placed on 
his car in Lot N for unpaid parking fines. Student Services 
follow-up.

Harassment: Investigation
• A building services employee reported her vehicle was 
spat upon while parked in Lot N. Follow-up needed.

4/5/2010 
Petit Larceny
• A Resident Hall student reported his laundry stolen from 
laundry room dryer.

CORRECTIONS:
Senator Moorefield’s name was incorrectly spelled 
as Senator Moore.

The inauguration of President Kress was followed 
by a reception, not a banquet.
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My name is Mirlin Moorefield, 
since January 2010 I have been serving the 
MCC Student body as Media Senator and 
just recently I was elected by the Senate as 
Deputy Speaker of the Senate. I represent 
the Monroe Doctrine, WMCC - The Fuse 
Radio Station and Cabbages and Kings lit
erary magazine to the Senate of the Student 
Government Association. I have thoroughly 
enjoyed this position and have implemented 
a few new procedures including regular 
visitation with the three medias and forma
tion of the new Senate Media Committee. 
It is my belief that 1 have done a better than 
average job in this position and I would 
like to continue doing so next year. 1 plan 
to do everything in my power to make sure 
that these three medias have all the equip
ment and resources the> need so that they 
may better serve the students of Monroe 
Community College.

CANDIDATES FOR

SHII)I:NTT..», IK

If

MAY4&S

I

Jasttn Childers is currently 
President oHhe Student Government 
Association, and is running lor the 
po.sitittn to continue his work. He 
has also been Vice Presiileni of both 
SCiA and Global Union.

Christopher Hollander is cur
rently a I’eer Leader, chartered the 
DCC Pride Alliance, WMCC' play
ing at the DC'C. and was the Budget 
Coordin.'itor in SLGA.

Our platform is:
•Greater publicity and broadcast

ing for our sports teams
•Working computers for clubs 

and organi/alions
•Gift cards for Book Buybacks 
•Review the current no-smoking 

policy on campus
•Improving the campus e-mail 

system'' #■’ ''Slfc,:,
•Kducating the students about what Student Government is. and how Student Life fees are used 
•Representation from the Applied Technology C'enter in SGA
Please gel out and Vote on .May 4 and .'i for C'hilders anil Hollander. For ours is not to ask 

■‘Whv?"; it is to ask "Whv not?"

1
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to say
work towards

C’andidaie for President & \ 'es

we want
correcting

issues that yo« nvake this college mote oi 
an actual “cominarnty^
yVe understand that 

coverage is 
, change that.
Icrsiand that you want to 
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Wi-Fi
let's e 
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lacking. 
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I hope that this snia * nominee
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VC that everyone shouldbeing secure
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Do you want someone who is divers^* 
trustworthy, approachable, educated and 
experienced in representing you on the 
Board of Trustees?

If so, vote for Eddie Visagie because 
my leadership, knowledge, willingness to 
serve, and experiences here at MCC have 
helped me to understand how important it 
is to do what is right for MCC and the won
derful students they serve.

If you vote for me, you can rest assured 
I will make decisions that will both benefit 
the students as well as MCC. My leadership ^ 
has turned an organization around, con
nected students with each other, and ere- ______
ated a great sense of belonging and caiiia- 
raderie.

So, be a part of making MCC an even better college by voting for 
Eddie Visagie as Student Trustee!

^ ^ mvISAGIE
Candidate for Student Trustee

Qaiii^date

Greetings' I'm Ted Carey and I want 
to be your next .Suidenl T’rustee. I can't 
speak for my oppiment(s). but if you 
want experience. 1 have it. Since Fall 
2008. I’ve been on Brighton’s SG.A and 
1 m a member of the .Ameriean Student 
Association of Community CTiIlcges 
I.eader.ship Team. What have 1 done'' 
I’m one of the main forces behind the 
free shuttle bus service which starts in 
September. Yes, I’ve been known to 
ruffle a few feathers, but .XLW.’XYS in 
the best interests of you. the students. 
You need .somebody like me who's not 
afraid to stand up to the other trustees 
to fight what is right tor you. 1 will be 
taking classes at Damon and Brighton 
ticM year so 1 will be present at both 
campuses. Y'oti need a trustee you can 
trust and that trustee is me. Get on the
4liilVifH IV-il C'iMM Thank von!
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With convenient class times, five locations, and more than 70 courses you can take online, 
MCC’s summer classes are a great way to get ahead—or add classes you couldn’t fit into 
your schedule. You can choose from more than 230 different courses, with small sizes that 
allow more personal attention from professors and credits that transfer everywhere. At just 
$121 per credit, it’s an affordable way to keep your education on track. Visit our website 
for a complete list of courses and locations.

585.292.2300
www.monroecc.edu/go/summer

MCC Career Fair 
April 28, 2010 

11:00 am - 1:30 pm
MCC Brighton Campus 

Bldg. 3 Flynn Campus Center

2nd Floor, Monroe A & B
Behind the Marketplace Cafe

Investigate various career opportunities with over 35 employers.

Advertise with the Monroe Doctrine

Email monroedoc@hotmail.com 
or call 292-2540

li

Introducing 
HVA 181-600 

Summer 2010 course
3 general credit elective, T,W,R, 3-6 p.m. 

Applied Technology Center 

(qualifies for financial aid)

Gateway to Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning/Refrigeration (HVAC/R) 
Contact Marcia Fugate at mfugate@monroecc.edu or (585) 292-3145

http://www.monroecc.edu/go/summer
mailto:monroedoc@hotmail.com
mailto:mfugate@monroecc.edu
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EDITORIAL

MCC needs to recycle more 
on all campuses!

Do students need or watch television anymore
MARSHALL SHANNON

SENIOR WRITER

More and more, students 
are working part time, or even 
full time, while taking classes. 
With busy schedules and lean 
pockets, it’s becoming less and 
less cost effective to own a TV. 
On demand entertainment is the 
wave of the future, and cable/ 
satellite television is beginning to 
become the wave of the past. The 
fact is that even without TV, it’s 
relatively simple to keep up with 
your favorite show, and there’s rib 
bill to pay every month.

The main reason that people I 
know even own a TV is because 
they need it to play video games. 
Aside from those who own a game 
console, it seems that the television 
has become an overpriced option

when compared to all the free 
content online. Unless you own 
a 60 inch plasma television, is it 
really any worse watching shows 
on your laptop?

The site that really made 
this transition possible is Hulu. 
Although everyone loves to search 
random videos on YouTribe all 
day, it turns out that people 
are actually more interested in 
watching professionally produced 
shows, like those on television. 
This is where Hulu comes in, a 
joint venture between three TV 
giants: NBC, Fox, and ABC. This 
site provides network content on 
demand and completely free. So 
instead of moving into your dorm 
and spending over $300 dollars 
on a television, and $50 a month 
on the service provider, you can 
watch your favorite shows for

free, without getting hauled off 
to jail.

What is happening with young 
people and television right now 
is the same thing that happened 
with music. We want our content, 
and we want it on demand. Why 
spend the money on a CD with 
ten tracks you’ll never really 
like, when you can find a way to 
download the songs that you’re 
looking for at no cost? The music 
industry has changed itself to 
meet our demands, and television 
will do so as well.

Will television online ever 
replace cable and satellite TV 
altogether? Of course not. But for 
students who struggle to pay bills, 
or people who are just too busy to 
catch their favorite show, online 
TV is the perfect medicine for 
what ails them.

MCC should have firmer 
rules about making the school 
more green and environmentally 
friendly. Have you ever thrown 
a bottle out in the garbage can 
because you didn’t feel like 
walking three feet to the recycling 
bin or just couldn’t find one?

The campus has more trash 
cans than recycling bins, which 
doesn’t seem right. Every trash 
can should have a recycling bin 
next to it or nearby, with slots for 
paper, cans and bottles. It only 
makes sense, because bottles of 
water, soda, or juice are available 
around every comer thanks to 
vending machines. Since we are a 
school we’re using reams of paper 
everyday. What happens to all 
those bottles and paper? They lay 
in a dump somewhere taking up 
space and wasting resources.

Every classroom and office 
should have a recycling bin in 
addition to the trash can. Often 
times there is only one or the 
other per classroom, and both end 
up having a mixture of trash and 
recyelables.

Another idea would be to 
install a bottle return on campus 
and in the residence halls, so that

students could get some money 
back for their good habit. It would 
enforce recycling by offering a 
reward, but it would also be an 
easy way to get some money 
when you run low on change for 
Java’s or the bookstore.

The recycling doesn’t have to 
just apply to paper or plastic. 
There are printers all over campus, 
and in the dorms, and recycling 
the empty cartridges would put 
money in the college’s wallet. 
Recyeling ink cartridges can get 
the campus three to four dollars 
if they recycle through Staples 
or emptiesforcash.com, which 
will add up after time. Plus, it is 
rare to find someone without a 
cell phone and with new phones 
coming out everyday, more and 
more people are upgrading. The 
old phones can be donated to 
people who can’t afford their own 
or they could be made into new 
phones.

The possibilities are endless 
when it comes to becoming a 
greener campus. We don’t have to 
change the way we think or feel, 
all we have to do is become more 
self-aware and careful about our 
actions.

HOT AND NOT

• The Black Eyed Peas will 
be touring with LMFAO over 
the summer.

• Rumor has it cult-favorite 
“Futurama” will be coming 
back with new episodes.

• It’s strawberry and 
watermelon season! Yay 
fruit!

• The trailer for “Sex and The 
City 2” has been released. 
This movie will be the 
perfect way to start off the 
summer!

• People who STILL have 
their Christmas lights on. 
Really?

• Sarah Palin is getting her 
own reality show and $1 
million per episode.

• The price of 3D movie 
tickets are going up - again.

• A Mississippi gay teen was 
sent to a fake prom after she 
tried to take her girlfriend to 
a school dance.

Journalists are forced to be writers, editors, 
photographers, and videographers whiie 
constantly on the run

Journalists have to be experienced in so many areas that it is 
sometimes hard to juggle them all.

PATRICK HARNEY
SENIOR WRITER

Let’s talk for a moment about 
journalists. Journalists, depending 
upon where you stand, are either 
careful watchdogs of government 
and corporations, or vindictive, 
nosy people, who seem to have 
nothing better to do than to 
discredit certain people of one 
affiliation or another. Regardless 
of whichever interpretation suits 
you, one thing appears to be 
certain. Perhaps because of the 
disinterest in actual reporting, 
the competition of bloggers, or 
the demands of the owners of 
newspaper chains, journalists are 
under plenty of stress.

Recently, in an attempt 
to ensure that the newspaper 
industry stays profitable, the 
massive Gannett chain, known 
for both the Democrat and 
Chronicle as well as USA Today, 
has implemented a policy towards 
gathering news more rapidly, 
ensuring that it remain relevant, 
according to John Vivian, author 
of the book. The Media of Mass 
Communication. The policy, 
known as ContentOne, would 
not only feature “information

photo illustration by Kashmir Stearns

centers,” websites with online 
news stories updated frequently, 
but also “mojos,” otherwise 
known as mobile journalists. 
These journalists would travel 
around their local area and 
report on live events, often with 
the assistance of cell phones, 
laptops, and video cameras. As 
one can expect, this sort of 24- 
hour, immediate news coverage 
is hardly as influential or hard
hitting as in-depth reports are. 
What more, the additional tasks 
reporters must now accomplish 
has added stress to their jobs. As 
Vivian puts it, “The Newspaper 
Guild, a union representing 
newsroom employees, has filed 
grievances about workload 
pressure brought on by staff 
reduction and realignments not 
also at Gannett but also at other 
papers.” Thus one can begin see 
the problem.

This sort of issue is prevalent 
not just at newspapers but at 
numerous other media outlets 
as well. TIME magazine, for 
instance, has nine blogs which 
run everyday, as well as the 
numerous RSS feeds, and Twitter 
feeds. While some of these blogs 
are ones which are filled in by 
a number of contributors, there

are many other ones which are 
solely operated by one writer. If 
a writer is not only in charge of 
content for whatever publication 
he or she works for, but also a 
blog, and a Twitter feed, isn’t it 
possible that there might be some 
lackluster reporting?

Unfortunately, the likelihood 
of newspaper chains increasing 
staff members and delegating 
certain tasks to more people is 
not going to happen, given how 
the workforce for any news outlet 
has been shrunk dramatically, in 
order to lower the payroll costs 
and maximize profits. Thus 
the many writers submitting for 
blogs and Twitter feeds did not 
bring all of this extra work upon 
themselves entirely, rather, they 
just got stuck in an unpleasant 
situation. As a result from all 
this, new journalism students will 
need to, according to Democrat 
and Chronicle Multimedia 
Reporter Jeffrey Blackwell, be, 
“cross-trained as a photographer, 
writer, and videographer in the 
future.”

Ultimately, this is a trend 
which is not only dangerous 
but also impossible to extricate 
ourselves from. While many 
people bemoan what has become 
of the news media today, we as 
a people are partially to blame 
for this.

Ever since the advent of CNN, 
with its 24-hour news coverage, 
we have become more and more 
eager to take in the latest news. 
Before, we were just satisfied 
with the evening news, as well 
as tomorrow’s paper. Now, we 
are constantly perusing blogs and 
other information sites, with what 
would appear to be an insatiable 
thirst for knowledge. While this 
obviously sounds like a good 
thing, I believe that it only fosters 
impatience on our side as well as 
forces writers already squeezed 
by staff reductions to put out 
more, as well as invite the specter 
of sloppy writing.
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SING VIEWPOINTS
THE TOPIC

Should the campus limit who is 
accepted to the residence halis?

We pay the taxes so we 
should get priority

MATT ULAKOVIC
GUEST WRITER

The residence halls at Monroe Community College appear to 
be a more popular living option for students than ever before, but 
not without a certain level of skepticism from the community.

The questions focus around whether or not Monroe County 
residents should receive first considerations, indeed priority, over 
the students who are relocating to the Rochester institution from 
outside counties, states, or nations.

This writer, student and long-time county resident finds 
himself to be somewhere in the middle over the issue. While I 
respect both sides of the debate, as a county tax payer I tend to 
believe that perhaps the in-county students who wish to live on 
campus should be given some advance considerations. A lower 
housing cost for in-county students seems like a reasonable 
solution. It is logical, since academic tuition is tiered off to 
benefit those who have continuously paid into the tax system 
which helps fund MCC as a whole.

That would make sense, right? Well the problem for such a 
solution is that the residence halls are not funded by taxpayer 
dollars. In actuality, the MCC Foundation, a not-for-profit 
organization at the college, administers the operation of the 
dorms.

Financial backing of the group’s work comes from student life 
fees, which are assessed equally for in-county and out-of-county 
students. Philanthropic and corporate social responsibility 
donations from within the Rochester area also provide substantial 
aid to the cause.

Either way, it is clear that the root of funding for residence 
halls comes from within the Rochester community. Although 
I feel it is a great benefit for MCC to house students from as 
far away as Japan, I can’t help but believe there should be some 
concessions for in-county residents. Money that comes from 
Rochester should primarily be utilized to benefit area natives. 
Don’t we want these educational dollars to stay and benefit our 
region first and foremost?

First come first serve is the 
most fair way

KRYSTINA MELVILLE
OPINION EDITOR

Right now the residence halls have a “first come, first serve” 
policy, as it should be. It is only fair. Why should someone who 
applied to the halls months before they started their semester 
at Monroe Community College get turned down in favor of 
someone who applied a week before school started because of 
distance? MCC has students that apply from all across the nation, 
and sometimes, other countries. Should they be denied residence 
because someone who pays taxes here gets first priority?

Someone who lives in this county or is in commuting distance 
from MCC can find a home quicker than someone who is 
coming from out of state because they know the area. If students 
who have lived in New York all their lives get first choice, 
the students that traveled here will have to live in a hotel for 
shelter. The college provides residenee halls so that students 
have somewhere to live. We should not cast them onto the 
streets because they don’t pay taxes, because they are still 
paying for college and residence, which will help the school 
and community.

According to MCC’s records, most of the students that apply 
here are not from Monroe County. Shouldn’t we give power to 
the majority? Letting someone from Henrietta dorm instead of 
someone from Albany doesn’t seem fair.

What about the international or exchange students? They are 
eoming from a whole new place and would expect some type of 
housing to be provided. But imagine their surprise when they 
arrive and the students who are from New York got first choice. 
These students, who live blocks from MCC, are to be preferred 
over students who are traveling great distances just to be a part 
of this school? If someone is offering money, who cares where 
it is coming from? What will this do to our culture? Instead of 
accepting people from all over we would be sheltering our students 
because they would be around the same people they have been all 
their lives. College is about exploring but if we start limiting the 
access to the dorms, we limit our students’ growth.

illustration courtesy of Wayne Stayskal/MCT Campus

Facebook has become an extension 
of our day to day relationships

PERRY MARAGLIO
GUEST WRITER

Facebook has rapidly become 
a beacon of communication 
for society. As with any new 
widely used idea, it also becomes 
a new scapegoat for many of 
life’s problems. People fail to 
realize that the way people act on 
Facebook is not how they normally 
act in their daily lives. Facebook 
has become an extension of our 
day to day relationships.

Facebook has allowed people 
to connect with others from their 
past, as well as people who would 
otherwise just be acquaintances. 
Student-teacher relationships, if 
not abused, can be an excellent

mentor builder. Each student has 
one professor in their life who has 
inspired them to be something 
more. Facebook allows us to keep 
in touch with these mentors for 
continued inspiration.

This can be abused if a teacher 
or student tries to entice the other 
into intimate relations. If this is 
the case, this merely reflects how 
the aggressive person would act 
without a screen in front of them. 
This is also true for peer to peer 
relationships. Online aggressive 
is the same as someone offline, 
however they may be slightly 
more passive about it.

Facebook has given birth to 
the term “Facebook official,” 
and rightfully so. Facebook is 
a billboard for our social lives.

The choices we make on a day- 
to-day basis are recorded for us 
to read at later times. Therefore, 
if you’re not comfortable with 
sharing your relationship with the 
world, how can it be official? It 
simply cannot.

Facebook only gives people 
courage to do or say things they 
would not otherwise be able to 
do or say, as some people choke 
under the pressure of social 
circumstances. Motives are 
not changed by Facebook, just 
enhanced. Therefore before you 
place the blame on Facebook, 
ask yourself: Would this have 
happened without it being 
recorded? However instead 
of it being subtle, its official, 
“Facebook official.”
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ERIN LOWNEY

LIFESTYLES EDITOR

There are ways to contribute to improving the envi' 
ronment during Earth Day that doesn’t involve plant 

ing trees or cleaning up trash alongside the roads 
Disney is releasing their film Oceans on Eartl 

y, April 22. For every ticket purchases dur 
ig opening week Disney will be donatinj 
20 cents to the Nature Conversance’s Adop 
a Reef Program, which is located in th 
Bahamas. Disney has pledged to give i 
minimum donation of $100,000.

The film in a beautiful documentar 
discovering the mysteries that unfold 
on the ocean floor. Watching the filt 
one can see animals thriving in thei 
environment, and how they live da 
to day. Jacques Perrin and Jacque 

Cluzaud direct the film and dive deq 
down into the ocean recording imag^ 

at have yet to be seen because they were abj 
reach depths that mankind had never been 
Disney has spent almost $67 million, whicj 

they state to be the most expensive film in hij 
tory. Make a difference on Earth Day by join 

recycling program, planting a tree, or go to yo^ 
local theater and watch Disney’s Oceans. i

IMY OM ISSXgKHSini
ERIN LOWNEY

LIFESTYLES EDITOR

It was 1970, America was 
fighting the war in Vietnam, the 
Beatles had released their final 
album, and Earth Day had its 
birthday.

This year we will be cele
brating the 40th anniversa
ry of Earth Day, April 22. The 
dream behind this day is to 

inspire awareness and apprecia
tion for the Earth’s environment. 

The green movement is a trend that 
has become popular in today’s cul

ture, and appears in our fashion and 
living choices.

Wisconsin Senator Gaylord Nelson 
founded Earth Day. He chose for it 

to be on April 22 because he wanted to 
maximize the participation of college students 

and this date didn’t fall on any religious holi
days, spring break, or during final exams. April 22

is also late enough into spring that there will 
enjoyable weather for outdoor events.

All around Rochester, groups and organizatic^ 
are planning events for the entire month of Apfl 
There are 1.5 billion people around the world wl 
are expected to celebrate and participate in the 
events this year. The Arbor Day Committee h 
planned to plant an apple tree at the Rochest 
Public Market, April 30, near the market offic 
Habitat for Humanity will be hosting an Ear 
Day Recycling Event at the City Water Burea 
Imagine It Recycling, and the Penfield Highw] 
Department, offering people a place j 
recycle their computers and other ele 
tronics. The City of Rochester 
organizing a statewide Canal Sweep to clear win! 
debris along the Genesee River Way trail, April 1 
starting at Exchange Street.

You can participate in this moveme 
to keep our Earth beautiful and clean by rec 
cling your bottles, cans, paper, and electronii 
instead of dumping them into your trash cai 
Visit the www.cityofrochester.gov website to ^ 
which events appeal to you around t| 
Rochester area.

http://www.cityofrochester.gov
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MCC’s first ever sustainability week will be held 
on April 26-30. Lead by CAB’s John Cahill, 
environmental awareness is the name of the game.

MONDAY
No lights laser tag and other fun 
-The residence halls’ power will be shut off from 7- 
10, but don’t fret! Light up your night with CAB’s 
laser tag in the quad. Flee your dark rooms to dodge 
lasers instead, and jump into various other activities 
hosted throughout the night.

Hint Hint
-Green tips will be broadcast about the school, spe
cifically with a focus on energy saving for dorm 
residents.

Saving supplies
-CAB is starting a drive to reuse school supplies, 
continuing until the end of the year.

TUESDAY
A movie mouthful
-The documentary “Food Inc.” will be screened and 
a discussion will follow. The film exposes the unset
tling truth of one of our nations biggest industries: 
food.

FRIDAY
Bamboozles
-Be one of the first two hundred to plant your own 
new bamboo and learn of the grass’ advantages over 
traditional woods.

Along the Greenway Trail
DANIEL C. HORROCKS

SENIOR WRITER

In celebration of Earth Day, why 
not visit the Greenway Trail?

Heading towards downtown, the 
trail winds through Genesee Park 
and leads to the intersection of the 
Genesee River and Erie Canal, two 
rivers which are responsible for boost
ing Rochester’s pre-nineteenth cen
tury economy.

Along the Greenway Trail a vari
ety of placards display history of this 
region from the earliest discovery of 
pioneer men of a native tribe inhabit
ing this region to the recent restora
tion taken by the city to clean pol
luted waters north of the High Falls 
district.

From Genesee Valley Park, an 
assortment of trails leads over the 
river and can take a rider all the way 
throughout the state. Historically, 
these trail ways are old railroad and 
cart tracks, innovatively adapted by 
Waldo J. Nielson, who originally 
proposed the concept of developing 
these abandoned trails for pedestrian 
use.

Those interested in taking a short 
tour on trail can choose to either 
travel freely by using a multitude of 
paths leading towards and away from 
the city, surrounded by an ambiance 
of abundant nature and historical rel
evance.

Between the Genesee Valley Park

and the University of Rochester cam
pus people are having fun in the sun, 
Frisbees fly, balls are thrown, and 
those at a day’s picnics consume a 
good book. This park offers an assort
ment of activities, which celebrate the 
area’s beautiful landscape preserved 
in a unique urban area.

Passing Kendrick Road the path 
winds past Genesee Valley Park. Here 
University or Rochester’s boat house 
is located, home to the college’s row
boat team. In the park there are a 
plethora of activities, which includes 
two baseball fields, plenty of play
grounds, areas for bass fishing and 
areas to launch a boat.

Past the pier, the water rushes 
by, approaching Downtown Rochester 
and the High Falls Region. The 
pathway leads below the Susan B. 
Anthony memorial bridge, towards an 
abandoned entrance of the Rochester 
Subway, and past Dinosaur BBQ 
further up the street. At this loca
tion the options are limitless with 
Geva Theater to the left, the Central 
library further up the road, the Blue 
Cross Arena across the river, and an 
assortment of other businesses vital to 
Rochester’s nightlife.

An assortment of rental equip
ment and information about the 
Greenway Trail can be found at 
http://www.fogvg.org/.

http://www.fogvg.org/
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Sex trafficking survivor speaks at MCC and encourages change

photo by Kashmir Sterns

Somaly Mam stands in the center with the Holocaust, Genocide and Human Rights Project after

KASHMIR STEARNS

GUEST WRITER

On Wednesday April 7, 
Monroe Community College had 
the honor of having Cambodian 
sex trafficking survivor and 
author, Somaly Mam speak to 
us about her experiences. She 
let us know what we can do to 
help put an end to sex traffick
ing for the 4th Annual Voices 
of Vigilance Program presented 
by The Holocaust, Genocide and 
Human Rights Project.

Approximately 400 people 
packed into Monroe A and B 
with about 100 of those people 
outside in overflow seating. The 
large audience was captivated as 
she explained to us that she could 
not speak English very well, and 
that we should not be afraid to 
ask questions. She did not want to 
speak much of what happened to 
her, but rather spoke of the girls 
that we can save.

She spoke of “the burden of 
memory” and how sometimes 
she still can not sleep at night 
because of the images left in her

her speech at MCC.

mind. Through out the event she 
suggested that if we wanted to 
know more about her personal 
experiences we could read them 
in her memoir, “The Road of 
Lost Innocence.”

Somaly went on to tell us 
about girls as young as five 
years old being sold in brothels 
in Cambodia. She reminded her 
audience that this is something 
that is going on all around the

world and even in the United 
States. She became very emotion
al when speaking of certain expe
riences she had such as her best 
friend being murdered in front 
of her, being tortured and never

thinking she was worth anything. 
It was inspiring to hear her say 
that saving a girl can be easy, but 
it is being the victim that will 
always be the hardest thing.

We were encouraged to do 
anything we can to help because 
even just speaking about sex traf
ficking will help spread the word. 
Simple things like talking to your 
friends to see if they know about 
sex trafficking, writing letters to 
girls who are being rehabilitated 
and just giving someone hope. 
There are more ideas and ways to 
help on the website for her foun
dation Somaly.org

When Somaly Mam was 
done speaking. The Holocaust, 
Genocide and Human Rights 
Project surprised her with a check 
for $1048.37 which was all raised 
for her foundation prior to the 
event. An additional $233 was 
raised during the book signing. 
All of this money will go to 
Somaly Mam’s foundation to help 
educate and rehabilitate girls who 
have been saved from the sex 
trafficking industry.

Visit Somaly.org for more

Bringing awareness 
to Deaf Culture

ERIN LOWNEY

LIFESTYLES EDITOR

Before you can understand 
what it means to be deaf, first you 
must know the definition. One 
who is deaf is someone whose 
hearing loss makes it impossible 
to understand speech. A person 
who is hard of hearing is some
one whose hearing loss makes it 
difficult, but not impossible, to 
understand speech with or with
out the use of hearing aids.

We live in Rochester, which is 
one of the largest deaf communi
ties in the United States. Because 
of this we should try to educate 
ourselves how to communicate 
with someone who is deaf, and 
learn what is seen as rude or 
unnecessary.

It’s a common misconception 
that when speaking to someone 
who is deaf that you have to raise 
your voice or yell at them for them 
to understand what you’re say
ing. This actually makes it hard
er for them to understand you. 
“Sometimes people think they 
have to emphasis their lip move
ment and that actually makes it 
harder for me to read their lips” is 
another misconception that MCC 
student Jennifer Stewardson 
experiences. Her advice is to just 
talk normally, like you would to 
anyone else.

MCC offers students who 
are deaf the opportunity to have 
an interpreter in class if need
ed. Many deaf students don’t 
use interpreters, but rely on their 
hearing aids. Some students

have a Cochlear implant which 
can only help someone who has 
damage in their inner ear organ. 
Each person is different. It 
depends on their hearing loss and 
what type of aid will make a dif
ference for them.

People who are naive about 
those who are deaf sometimes 
think of them as dumb or not 
as intelligent as someone who is 
hearing. This is fallacy because 
the only difference between 
someone who is deaf, or hard 
of hearing, and someone whose 
hearing is only that; some of us 
can just hear a little better than 
others.

Jessica Stewardson proves that 
she is no different from any
one who is hearing by running 
two record labels for punk, hard
core and drone noise, which she 
absolutely loves. Those who 
are deaf are capable of doing 
anything.

photo courtesy of Jennifer 
Stewardson

Student Jennifer Stewardson 
shares her experiences.

At the Port of Rochester, in 
the Village of Charlotte rests 
a lighthouse that has been a 
part of Rochester since 1822. 
Currently the lighthouse is a 
museum, which is owned by 
Monroe County and run by the 
Charlotte-Genesee Lighthouse 
Historical Society. The muse
um is run entirely by volunteers 
and wouldn’t still be around 
for us to enjoy if it wasn’t for 
them.

The tower stands 40 feet 
tall, and at the time, was fueled 
with ten whale oil lamps. In 
1853 the tower was modern
ized by installing a fourth order 
Fresnel lens to replace the ten 
lamps. The stairs spiraling up 
the tower were originally made 
from wood, but in 1853 were 
replaced with cast iron steps. 
Giles Holden, the first perma
nent keeper of the Charlotte- 
Genesee Lighthouse got to 
experience the lighthouse in it’s 
originality, which one can view 
for themselves at the museum.

Early in 1880’s the tower 
was closed and wasn’t until 
1984 that it was turned into 
the museum it is today. The 
museum opens its doors this 
year on May 1 and offers free 
admission. Tours are available 
on Mondays from 10 a.m. until 
noon and Fridays and Saturdays

ROCHESTER
TREASURES

BY ERIN LOWNEY

photo by Tom Keenan IV

While spending the day at the Charlotte Beach you should 
venture over to the Charlotte-Genesse lighthouse to 
experience the Rochester landmark.

from 1 p.m. until 5 p.m.
This year the lighthouse will 

be hosting the First Lighthouse 
Festival on May 22. Join in 
at this event and get to live 
the life of a lighthouse keeper.

You’ll be able to taste the foods 
they enjoyed, and participate in 
their daily duties. I would sug
gest taking the time to enjoy 
this beautiful landmark on the 
shore of Lake Ontario.
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The Last Song, a classic Nicolas Sparks 
love story, better than anticipated

ERIN LOWNEY

LIFESTYLES EDITOR

It might surprise one to know 
that Nicolas Sparks wrote the novel, 
“The Last Song”, and the screenplay, 
at the request of Miley Cyrus.

Cyrus met with Disney execu
tive, Jason Reed, to discuss where 
she wanted to go with her career. 
She expressed the desire to have a 
wider audience and not only be seen 
as Hannah Montana, her Disney 
character. She told Reed she wanted 
to film a movie that was similar to 
“A Walk to Remember”, which is a 
2002 film that was based on a novel, 
also by Sparks. She felt that a film 
like this would make the audience 
see her as more mature, and no lon
ger a little child becoming famous 
because of her father.

Cyrus also stated that she wanted 
to be in a film based on a story by 
Sparks because she had always been 
a fan of his. At Cyrus’s command, 
her acting representation, the United 
Talent Agency, contacted Sparks, 
who was at the time finishing his 
novel, “The Lucky One”, and asked 
him if he had a novel planned that 
could be adapted into a film for 
Cyrus. Although Sparks didn’t have 
anything planned, he was willing 
to write a novel about a character 
Cyrus’s age because he had yet to 
write a teenage story.

What makes the “The Last Song” 
different from Sparks’ other nov
els adapted into movies is that the 
screenplay was written before the 
novel. The screenplay was finished 
in Jan. 2009, totaling about 100 
pages, and the novel was completed 
in June 2009. There wasn’t any time 
to write the novel first because of 
the filming schedule. Because of 
Cyrus’s busy schedule of her concert 
in the fall and filming of season four

of “Hannah Montana” in the spring, 
filming had to take place during the 
summer.

Although the screenplay was writ
ten before the novel, there are still 
differences between the two. The 
film takes place in lybee, Georgia, 
and the novel is set in Wrightsville 
Beach, North Carolina. The reason 
behind this change is that Georgia 
would refund the film 30 percent 
of its production cost, where North 
Carolina would only refund 15 per
cent. The film brought about 500 
summer jobs to lybee Island, $8 
million to local businesses, and an 
estimated $17.5 million to state busi
nesses.

“The Last Song” is a story about 
a rebellious teenage girl and her 
younger brother from New York, 
who are sent by their mother to live 
with their father for the summer. 
Miley Cyrus plays the main charac
ter, Ronnie. The original name for 
this character was Kirby, but Sparks 
gave Miley the choice to rename the 
character, which she named after her 
grandfather, Ron Cyrus, who had 
passed away in 2006.

Ronnie is a talented classical pia
nist who has been accepted into 
Juilliard but refuses to attend, or to 
play the piano, since her parent’s 
divorce. Being forced to spend the 
summer with her father, Ronnie is 
forced to face her father, her lost love 
of the piano, and a relationship with 
a local. Will Blakelee, who is played 
by Liam Hemsworth.

The film and book are both worth 
watching or reading. Although 
the film didn’t receive many good 
reviews, if you’re a fan of Nicolas 
Sparks’s films or novels you will 
enjoy the romance and heartbreak 
that is “The Last Song”.

★ ★ ★ ★

image courtesy of Sam Emerson/Courtesy Touchstone Pictures/MCT

Sonic and Sega All Star Racing speeds to success
CHARLIE ROCKFORD

ASSOCIATE WRITER

Sonic and Sega All Stars 
Racing is a video game depicting 
Sonic the Hedgehog, as well as 
many other characters from the 
Sega universe, both the popular 
and the lesser-known.

The game will most likely be 
compared to Mario Kart Wii, as 
Mario and Sonic are compared 
as two mascots of franchises 
Nintendo and Sega respectively. 
The game is a lot like the Mario 
Kart series, but does enough to 
set itself apart from it without 
feeling like it was rushed.

The controls in the game are 
great. Drifting is a breeze, as 
you can seamlessly pull off long 
drifts. The game lets you steer 
your vehicle in midair, and comes 
with a great sense of speed. You 
never seem to spin out very much 
when hit with an object, and don’t

seem to lose a lot of ground when 
you fall off the track. The game 
has great speed but never feels 
like it’s going too fast, to the point 
where you lose control.

The tracks in the game 
are modeled around classic 
Sega games, such as Sonic the 
Hedgehog, House of the Dead, 
Super Monkey Ball, and many 
others. They are very creative, 
with multiple sections and differ
ent routes to take.

The game features 50 mis
sions, as well as an in-game cur
rency called “sega miles.” You 
can earn these just by racing in 
any event in the game, and they 
can be used to purchase charac
ters, tracks, and music.

Sonic and Sega All Stars 
Racing is a very good racing 
game and is available for $40 on 
the Wii, $50 on the PS3 and Xbox 
360, and $30 on the Nintendo 
DS.

★ ★ ★ ★

Seen any 
interesting fiims? 
Played any 
exciting new 
video games? 
Tell us about it. 
Write a review.

The Doctrine’s ratings:
★ ruh soap in your eyes
★ ★ so average that it hurts
★ ★ ★ good for a night out

if "k ir first date material
ir ~k "k ~k ~k deserves a

standing ovation
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Chatroulette, a website offering opportunities to 
meet people and see things you don’t want to see

MICHAEL MAHER

SENIOR WRITER

Maybe you’ve heard the 
rumors. Ben Folds making up 
songs for lucky strangers, a scant
ily clad man lip-syncs Lady Gaga, 
hordes of chatters were pranked 
again and again. Oh, and penises. 
Lots and lots of penises. From 
scares to stardom, it is clear that 
Chatroulette, a website that ran
domly pairs up webcammers 
across the globe, certainly offers 
a wide range of possibilities.

Are there friendlies bur
ied among the pervs? Will your 
ego handle skip after skip? How 
many naked men does it take to 
abandon a great idea, anyway? 
The Monroe Doctrine decided 
to avoid our duties by doing the 
dirty work, giving Chatroulette 
a shot so you don’t have to. What 
we found was expected, and not 
for the faint of heart.

Right off the bat we got what 
we were worried about. Shirtless 
men, dark bedrooms, and a slow 
connection. Our first interaction 
with the clothed wasn’t for at least 
three skips. Four college students

Monroe Doctrine staff members Krystina Melville, Erin Lowney, and Michael Maher met three teenage Canadians from 
Newfoundland while exploring the website Chatroulette.

with a table full of beer made 
a half circle around their web 
cam. They cheered and drank 
when they saw us. A skip soon 
followed.

We then met a recently injured 
Norwegian woman. Her broken 
arm was covered with a blan
ket and her typing was slow and 
mundane. We skipped her. There

were stars to find.
Lag time and more exhibition

ists delayed further interactions. 
After about a minute we found 
a French man using the web
site to practice his English. Nice 
guy, actually. Additionally we 
came across people from Rome, 
Madrid, California, Sweden and 
China. They were OK too.

We talked about whatev
er. Questions about time differ
ences, hobbies, and the supe
riority of certain fruit juices. 
Conversation was as random as the 
characters we came across. 
The best part being that with 
only a hint of boredom a new 
person was a click away. 
Sometimes two.

All in all, Chatroulette was 
entertaining. Though we saw, 
heard, and inferred things we 
didn’t necessarily want to, we met 
a slew people that had avoided 
the same to find us. Is the web
site a bust? Certainly not. A time 
killer? Most definitely. An experi
ence? Affirmative. We think you 
should give it a spin.

Hip-Hop artist's words 
for the mind and body

MICHAEL MAHER

SENIOR WRITER

With the exception of a fan
tastic few, bumpin’ and thinkin’ 
in rap today are, sadly, mutually 
exclusive. Dope beats and whack 
lines rise to the top just as fast 
as conscious lyrics are muddled 
by poor productions. Thankfully, 
nothing is forever.

Rapper and MCC’s own 
Azariah, is working against 
the status quo. His most recent 
album. Subject to Change, utiliz
es smooth synthesizers, embrac
ing base lines and soul hooks, but 
he doesn’t let the groove carry his 
message. His lyrics delve into his 
life, his vision and his cause. After

a minute of his music, it’s difficult 
not to nod with the rhythm as well 
as in agreement.

The 23-year-old has a decade 
of writing under his belt. Inspired 
by everything from Michael 
Jackson to Run-DMC, Azariah 
marries his literate style to a 
mainstream swagger. This self 
described “edge” credited to his 
sharp vocals, subdued and brood
ing, keep his listeners stimulated 
and himself distinct.

Grab his 16-track album from 
Record Archive or his self tilted 
myspace. Unwrap it, pop it in, roll, 
and wonder. Meanwhile, keep an 
eye out for his live shows. His 
energy and passion are enough 
to keep even the hardest critic 
captivated.

MCC student 
celebrates 
improv in 
Rochester

MICHAEL MAHER

SENIOR WRITER

Rochester’s comedy scene cooked up 
something new last month with the first edi
tion of the Improv Plate, an open performance 
for improv professionals, amateurs and enthu
siasts. The free event, happening at Johnny’s 
Irish Pub on the last Wednesday of every 
month, hopes to unite the city’s jokers to build 
participation and patronage across the board.

MCC’s own, John Forrest Thompson, is 
heading the project and encouraging growth.

He discovered his passion for improv in 
a team building exercise while working in a 
Chicago sect of cooperate America. He soon 
quit his job and left his girlfriend to peruse 
this newly found dream.

“It’s the art form for the common man,” 
Forrest said, “it’s about truth.”

After attending the famous lO Chicago, 
an improv school that educated greats such 
as Tina Fey and Stephen Colbert, Thompson 
immersed himself in the city’s historic cul
ture. Now he’s brought his brand of love here 
to Rochester.

“It’s like there was a huge level of animos
ity,” Thompson said discussing the previous 
trends of local improvers. “The comer stone 
of impov is saying ‘yes,’ making each other 
look like geniuses. You don’t need someone to 
tell you if your good enough or not.”

In hosting the Improv Plate, Thompson

photo courtesy of John Forrest Thompson

John Forrest Thompson’s Improv Plate 
brings together improvers young and old.

looks to build new bonds between local 
troupes and audience alike.

“The more improv grows here, the better it 
is for everyone in town,” he said. “Right now, 
there’s just not enough of an audience to go 
around.”

So far, he’s been successful.
With roughly 50 people attending the 

Plate’s debut, half of which performed, the 
new event shows promise. Thompson is using 
the interest to extend an open invitation to 
anyone and everyone.

“We want to provide an opportunity for 
all,” he said. “We want to give people the 
freedom to take risks.”

This month’s Improv Plate will be held on 
April 28, free of charge and ready to say yes.
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God of War III leaves 
players wanting more

CHRIS DEBACK

SPORTS EDITOR

God of War III is an epic adventure unlike any 
other. From the depths of Hades, to the top of 
Mount Olympus, the world of God of War III is 
immensely detailed, and has an array of enemies 
that are bound to have you screaming for a fourth 
God of War.

With this being the third and last installment in 
the God of War Trilogy, the game itself takes you 
on a ride for the ages, starting with an opening Boss 
battle with Zeus that uses a great deal of interactive 
cuts scenes to give the game some of the goriest bat
tling in a video game yet.

Sony Santa Monica really out did themselves 
with the expansive worlds of God of War III. From

the back of a Titan to the river of souls in Hades 
to the top of Mount Olympus, the game is greatly 
detailed. So detailed in fact that while Kratos is 
fighting on the back of a Titan, the Titan actually 
moves around in highly precise movements, as to 
give the effect that you yourself were actually on 
the back of that Titan.

Kratos is back and better than ever in God of War 
III. He still has basic controls. You know, hitting the 
X-Button a ton of times. Well, this Kratos brings a 
bevy of gory combos to the game, leaving fans sat
isfied. The game play is relatively the same, but the 
story line is just as good as the other two games. 
You’re still on a quest to hunt down and kill Zeus, 
but whether that happens or not is up to you.

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Attention Students Transferring to: FLCC, NCCC, 
Brockport, Cortland, Plattsburgh or Albany...

Need a Place to Uve?
We’ve got you covered! Take a permanent vacation from the dorms. 

Live, Learn, and Relax at the College Suites!
Your fully furnished apartment awaits you!

> Game Room
> Cafe
> Laundry Facilities
> Events
> 24-Hour Secure Building
> Media Room

> Free Cable TV
> Free Wireless Internet
> All Utilities Included
> Free On-site Work Out Facility
> Lounges

Ipp www.mycollegesuites.com

Call Today For More Info 1.877.MYCS101
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Student loan forgiveness 
is offered in many ways

MADASYN CZEBINIAK

EDITOR-IN-CHEIF

Educational loans, consid
ered to be the life-blood of 
the active college student, are 
amounts of revenue processed 
by the federal government in 
order to help a student pay for 
schooling. Under certain cir
cumstances the government 
will cancel or exempt all, or 
at least part of, an education
al loan by a process known as 
‘loan forgiveness’.

Loan forgiveness, is some
thing that a student should 
look into if they expect to 
transfer to a four-year school, 
or a private university.

To qualify for loan for
giveness one must be a par
ticipant in one of the follow
ing criterion: volunteer work, 
military duty, teaching, and 
legal or medical studies. 
Each one offers stipends and 
specific scholastic loopholes 
that are not always relevant 
to the other programs. When 
choosing a loan forgiveness 
program, a student should 
pick one related to a chosen 
area of study in order to gain 
all the benefits in that par
ticular area of work. Bear 
in mind that many loan for
giveness programs look for 
recently graduated or already 
graduated students in order 
to ensure that their duties in 
the program will not interfere 
with their vigorous studies 
and social lives.

Monroe Community 
College offers programs 
which may help along the 
lines of loan forgiveness. 
MCC’s main volunteer con
tact is known as AmeriCorps. 
AmeriCorps is a national net
work of programs that engage 
more than 70,000 Americans 
each year in intensive ser
vice to meet the needs in 
communities throughout the 
nation. If a member serves 
for 12 months they are grant
ed $7400 in stipends and up 
to $4725 to pay back a loan.

Another volunteer pros
pect is the Peace Corps, a 
program where volunteers 
spend time with people in 
over 70 developing countries. 
A volunteer must pledge up 
to two years of service in the 
Peace Corps before they are 
granted any form of compen
sation. To make up for lost 
time there is a chance that up 
to 70 percent of a loan will be 
paid back.

Students who are members 
of the Army National Guard 
may be eligible for their 
Student Loan Repayment 
Program. Army members 
on active duty usually have 
other forms of tuition assis

tance granted. The Loan 
Repayment program offers 
up to $10,000 in forgiveness, 
and it should be noted other 
military relations offer forms 
of tuition assistance, includ
ing veteran associations.

Students who gradu
ate to become teachers in 
an elementary or secondary 
school may be eligible for 
loan forgiveness under The 
National Defense Education 
Act. Those who serve stu
dents from low-income fami
lies are qualified to have a 
portion of a Federal Perkins 
Loan revoked, a program 
which provides low-interest 
loans to help needy students 
finance the costs of postsec
ondary education. The pro
gram forgives 15 percent of a 
loan for the first and second 
years of service, 20 percent 
for the third and fourth, and 
30 percent for the fifth and 
sixth. Not all schools are eli
gible, however, so it would 
be wise to contact a district 
administrator to see.

Many law schools offer 
loan forgiveness to students 
who serve in public interest 
or non-profit positions. The 
American Bar Association 
has a summary of loan repay
ment programs and state 
loan repayment programs 
should someone be interest
ed. For nurses who agree to 
practice in areas that lack 
adequate medical care, the 
U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services offers 
loan forgiveness through 
the National Education 
Loan Repayment Program 
and State Loan Repayment 
Assistance Programs. The 
U.S. National Institute of 
Health also offers to repay 
$35,000/year student loan 
debt to any US citizen con
ducting medical research.

Though the programs list
ed are great stepping-stones 
there are plenty of others 
out there that could open 
the door towards a brighter 
future for anyone who seeks 
it. Looking into student loan 
forgiveness programs during 
the time spent at MCC could 
greatly benefit and prepare 
students for what is undeni
ably lying ahead of them.

“To be able to make 
it through a two-year 
college without any form of 
debt is a bargain,” said Joan 
Shedd, Associate Director 
of Financial Aid. To be 
able to make it through life 
without any form of stu
dent loan debt would be a 
bargain, too.

http://www.mycollegesuites.com
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Men’s lacrosse is off to a terrific start to the season

photo by Katie Metzger

The MCC men’s lacrosse team has started the season off with a 9-1 record with there only loss coming against the defending nation
al champions Onondaga Community College. OCC is currently ranked number one in the nation.

MARSHALL SHANNON

SENIOR WRITER
The MCC men’s lacrosse team defend

ed home turf April 1, and picked up a big 
win against fellow western New York team 
Niagara CCC. It might have been April fool’s 
day for some, but the Tribunes saw everything 
Niagara was attempting to do. The final score 
for the game was 26-1, in favor of MCC.

Leading the way for the tribunes was 
the freshman attacker from Penn Yan, Matt

Osgood. Osgood lived up to his position’s 
name scoring four goals, which ended up 
quadrupling the score of the opposing team. 
Osgood wasn’t alone though, as six other play
ers from MCC added in two or more goals 
each. Kevin Castle, freshman mid fielder from 
Skaneateles and Colin Comaire, freshman 
attacker from Rush-Henrietta, both added in 
three goals and an assist. While Cronaire’s 
fellow attacker from Rush-Henrietta Nate 
Delone decided to give as much as he received.

scoring two goals and dishing out two assists.
Any experienced coach will tell you 

that a win’s a win, but this win was a 
statement. The Tribunes followed their home 
route with an away victory at Herkimer 
State CC, who was ranked at sixth in the 
nation. With a good start behind them and 
the rest of the season ahead, the MCC Men’s 
lacrosse team is ready to take on all as 
they seek their first national tournament 
since 2004.
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sports
schedule

Women’s Lacrosse

04/28/2010 
Onondaga CC 
Home 4:00 p.m.

Baseball

05/01/2010 
Genesee CC (DH) 
Home 1:00 p.m.

Softball

04/29/2010 
Genesee CC (DH) 
Home 3:00 p.m.

05/04/2010 
Alfred State (DH) 
Home 3:00 p.m.

05/08/2010 
Broome CC(DH) 
Home 1:00 p.m.

Golf

05/07/2010 
Webster GC 
Home

Intramurals, a fun way to get 
involved on campus this spring

image courtesy of Robert Williams/Philadelphia Inquirer/MCT

Disc Golf is one of the sports that students can participate in.

MARSHALL SHANNON

SENIOR WRITER

Not born a Division I ath
lete? MCC still has your athletic 
needs covered with their fun and 
competitive intramurals program. 
Offering a wide variety of intra
mural activities, MCC has every
thing from your everyday sports 
like basketball, to fitness classes

like yoga. And signing up is a 
synch. First either go online and 
sign an entry form on the intra
murals web page, or go down to 
Bldg. 10, room 129, to get a hard 
copy in person. Any student can 
start their own team and submit 
a team roster. If signing up alone, 
you will be put on a team roster 
with the consent of the te^’s 
captain. Each team in an intra

mural’s league has a captain, and 
every captain has responsibili
ties. Team captains are expect
ed to occasionally attend meet
ings, confirm their roster, make 
sure the team is on time and 
dressed properly, have their team 
informed of the game’s rules, and 
be the voice of their squad. It’s 
also the captain’s responsibility 
do make sure that their players 
are all eligible. To be eligible 
for MCC intramurals participants 
must be a student, faculty, or 
staff member. This means that 
participants must have their ID 
with them at every game. All 
varsity athletes are ineligible to 
participate in their own sport. A 
varsity basketball player is not 
allowed on a basketball team’s 
roster, but is welcome to partici
pate in disc golf. Make sure to 
have a team roster set before the 
first two weeks of intramurals 
leagues. Any player not on the 
team roster will be determined 
ineligible, and any team forfeit
ing more than two games will be 
dropped out of their league.
Not every school offers a great 
opportunity to have fun and be 
part of the school community, 
like MCC’s intramurals program. 
If interested in starting a team or 
just looking into joining another, 
contact the intramural office at 
292-2860, or check out their page

Lifesport:
Orienteering

KATIE METZGER

MANAGING EDITOR

Enjoy hiking? Enjoy 
navigation? Then orien
teering may be a sport to 
look in to. The sport is 
done by navigating one
self around woods by 
using a map and a com
pass. Courses consist of 
a start, a series of control 
sites marked by circles that 
are connected by lines and 
numbered until the final 
number where the finish 
is. Once a control site is 
found the orienteer must 
punch their control card to 
prove that they visited, in 
order to make sure players 
don’t cheat each site has a 
specific punch mark.

Orienteering started in 
Scandinavia in the nine
teenth century, it was 
primarily used as a mili
tary training tool at the 
time. In 1919 the version 
known today came about

in Sweden and was con
ceived by Ernst Killander. 
Once the invention of the 
compass occurred in the 
1930s the game was given 
new a technical aspect. 
The sport made its way 
to the United States in 
1946 by one of the com
pass inventors Bjorn 
Kjellstrom.

Interested in play
ing? The Rochester 
Orienteering Club meets 
every week during the 
spring, summer and fall. 
To purchase one of the 
full color park maps spe
cifically made for orien
teering costs $6. There 
are permanent courses at 
a large number of parks, 
to learn more about orien
teering at to find out where 
some courses are go to 
http://roc.us.orienteering. 
org/.

http://roc.us.orienteering
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Women’s softball continues to 
dominate competition

Rochester Red Wings 
to be featured in a 
documentary

CHAD SPICER

SENIOR WRITER

The MCC softball team won 
both games of a double header 
against Mercyhurst NE on home 
field, Friday April 2. Heather 
Kingsbury pitched the first game. 
She only allowed four hits, and 
struck out three. The final score 
was 4-3. MCC took an early 2-0 
lead in the second inning. Alex 
Hebert hit a double that knocked 
in the first run. Alyssa Santos 
hit a single that drove in the sec
ond run with the bases loaded. 
In the bottom of the third, with 
two women on, Amy Nowak hit a 
double that scored No. 2, Jessica 
Stahl, to lead 3-0. In the fourth 
inning, coach Rob DiGiacomo 
lead his team from third base, 
with Alyssa Santos scoring on a 
RBI, moving the score up 4-2.

Heading into the second game 
of the day, a chatty Mercyhurst 
team tried to rally to save a sweep. 
Game two had MCC come out on 
top. Santos hit 4 RBI’s, going 3-4. 
Bri Allen was the winning pitch
er, striking out nine and letting 
up seven hits. The final score was 
8-1. The next home game that 
looks to be a great match up will 
be against Tompkins Cortland 
CC on April 17.

photo by Leo A. Nealon

Bri Allen has thrown three no-hitters so far this season.

CHAD SPICER

SENIOR WRITER

A brand new television series starring the 2009 Rochester Red 
Wings, entitled “Minor League” will air in late May, on PBS/ WXXI 
(channel 11 in Rochester). The 13 episode series will be airing nation
wide with around 400 PBS affiliates after May 15. Each episode is 30 
minutes long, and will give you an in depth look at the team, the ball 
park, and the city of Rochester itself.

Campbell Media Group produced the unique show. Inspiration 
came from the owner of Campbell Media, John Campbell. “I remem
ber being mad at the MLB players during the strike in 1996. They took 
the spirit of the game,” said Campell. During that time, Campbell was 
working with WXXI in Syracuse, and he was a big fan of the Syracuse 
Sky Chiefs minor league baseball team. He loved the magic of minor 
league ball, guys out there not playing for money, but for the love and 
passion of the game.

Rochester was not the first choice for the series. Campbell was 
looking at other teams, such as Syracuse and the Brooklyn Cyclones. 
“The Red Wings were the most corporative team,” said Campbell. The 
family atmosphere and the philosophy of the Red wings is what sold 
Campbell on our home town team.

The show is narrated by multi Emmy Award winner and CBS news 
correspondent Erin Moriarty. Multi-Platinum recording artist, Eddie 
Money, contributed the theme song, “Through The Eyes Of A Child”. 
The series will not only air on WXXI, but the MLB network plans to 
show it after the MLB season’s end.

The Doctrine has issues!
come Join the absurdity! staff meetings 

are every Wednesday at noon
11-313

The NBA playoffs should be
one for the ages

MARSHALL SHANNON

SENIOR WRITER

Ever since the creation of the National Basketball 
Association, every generation has had their own 
“great” era. Moments and match-ups like Magic vs. 
Bird, or Jordan vs. The Jazz, don’t come along very 
often and can often pass right by you. That being 
said, the playoffs for the 2009-2010 season will 
be something you don’t want to miss. Every era 
needs a great playoff series, and this year includes 
a possible championship match-up that has NBA 
commissioner David Stem practically foaming at 
the mouth. The match-up being arguably the great
est player of the last decade, Kobe Bryant, vs. the 
player who will almost certainly dominate the next 
decade, Lebron James. With other possible story 
lines, including Shaq vs. Kobe, Lebron’s possible 
free agency and a new Laker dynasty, this is the 
match-up that basketball fans want to see. Aside 
from Kobe vs. Lebron, there’s an abudance of other 
interesting story lines interwoven into the back
ground of this years playoffs. Take the budding 
Oklahoma City Thunder for example. Riding their 
all-star forward Kevin Durant’s play this year, the 
Thunder have taken a team that was created no 
more than a few years ago and put them in posi
tion to make noise in the playoffs. It’s not very often 
that a city gets to see their new team succeed so 
quickly, a testament to the occasionally jaw drop
ping play of Kevin Durant. Also a factor in the 
West are the Dallas Mavericks. Seemingly past their 
expiration date, owner, Mark Cuban, has revamped 
his roster to compete with the Lakers this year.

Although they were already a playoff bound team, 
a mid-season trade for veteran Center, Brendan 
Haywood, and star forward, Caron Butler, has real
ly transformed the Mavs into an elite squad. Since 
the trade, the Mavs have been dominating most of 
their opponents, including an impressive win over 
the defending champion Lakers. Not to be outdone 
by the West, the Eastern Conference has a possible 
marquee match up of their own. Don’t be surprised 
if it brings about a little deja vu. Both the Orlando 
Magic and Cleveland Cavaliers have made roster 
moves this last year to win it all. Orlando made 
an interesting move this off-season by not resign
ing star forward Hedo Turkoglu, instead acquired 
aging superstar, Vince Carter, from free agency. 
Cleveland made some nice moves, like trading for 
star forward, Antawn Jamison, mid-season and 
signing the Big Diesel, Shaquille O’Neal. After 
falling short of the championship series last sea
son, don’t be surprised if you see Lebron’s squad 
on top when all is said and done. Whether or not 
you’re a basketball fan, this years NBA playoffs 
are shaping up to be just like their campaign says, 
amazing. Will the Lakers hoist the Larry O’Brien 
trophy two years in a row? Maybe Lebron will win 
his first championship. Either way it should be very 
interesting to watch unfold, and memorable for 
generations to come.

GG DONORS 
NEEDED

Women ages 21-32 
to anonymously donate eggs 
Compensation $8,000 upon 

completion of cycle
Please contact Gail D. at 914-997-1060 or 

eggdonate(5)gmail.com

Montefiore's Institute for 
Reproductive Medicine and Health

141 South Central Avenue 
Hartsdale, New York 10530

www.montefiore.org/ivf

Institute for Reproductive 
Medicine & Health MONTEFIORE.

1!he Il&tventtf Sosptt^ Binsteifl College ot Ueitlefau:

http://www.montefiore.org/ivf


The Inauguration of 
President Anne M. Kress

April 10,2010

Students sing an original song written for Kress 
entitled “Anne Kress”


