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MCC ENROLLMENT CONTINUES TO RISE SUBSTANTIALLY
MCC enrollment is up 3.6 percent from last year to 18,114 students, and is expected to keep growing
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Enrollment has risen 3.6 percent to 18,114 students, making the hallways continuously crowded 
between classes.

CARTER THOMAS

STAFF WRITER

It seems that this year, every 
trend graph you look at is headed 
down—the stock market is down, 
housing prices are down, global 
gross domestic product (GDP) is 
down—but enrollment at MCC is 
at an all time high. This fall MCC 
had its highest enrollment ever, 
boasting 18,114 students, a 3.6 
percent increase over last year.

Community colleges typically 
do well in a down economy, but 
the growth may not be coming 
from where you would think. It 
is not coming from high school 
students who are looking to save 
money, it is coming from local 
students who went away to other 
schools and then decided to return 
home and to go to MCC.

“The pattern that we saw 
was students who were from the 
region, returning from schools that 
were outside the region, for exam
ple, from Ohio or Pennsylvania. 
We didn’t see many students 
inside the area, from Nazareth 
or Fisher, making a switch. It 
was local students returning,” said 
Anthony Felicetti, Associate Vice 
President, Academic Services and 
Enrollment Management.

This fall, admission applica
tions were up 14.2 percent, includ
ing newly admitted students, 
transfer students and re-admitted

students. Surprisingly, first-time 
student enrollment represented 
only 2.4 percent of the increase, 
whereas continuing students and 
transfer students represented 53.2 
percent and 30.4 percent, respec
tively.

“People shouldn’t make 
assumptions about where the 
growth is coming from,” Felicetti 
cautions. “They should look at the 
data. And that data is never con
sistent, it’s always changing. You 
do have to drill down deeper to 
understand it. When I talk about 
MCC’s growth in ‘cocktail party 
conversation’—is it the economy? 
Sure. But it’s more complex than 
just coming up with one reason as 
to why,” said Felicetti.

According to Felicetti, it is dif
ficult to compare MCC’s growth 
to other schools, even other com
munity colleges. “Nationally, 
more than half the people that go 
on to college go to a community 
college. New York, and especially 
Monroe County, are anomalies. In 
the Rochester area last fall, only 
45 percent of residents enrolled 
at two-year schools, 55 percent at 
four-year schools.”

Although Felicetti attributes 
the downturn in the US economy 
as having an effect on those stu
dents who made the decision to 
transfer back to MCC from other 
schools, he sees MCC’s overall 
model as what’s most attractive

to students. “The primary reason 
students chose MCC because of 
the academic quality. When you 
couple that with the value propo
sition in terms of cost, you can’t 
beat it.”

Tough economic times for the 
country could translate into tough 
times for the College. Right now, 
we are struggling and Governor 
Paterson’s proposed budget cuts 
could adversely affect MCC.

“We’re very concerned about 
proposed budgets cuts, if the state 
cuts the aid formula for the Full 
Time Equivalent (FTE) student 
that will clearly have an effect 
on us. The only way to make up

the money is if the County makes 
up the money or the student pays 
more,” Felicetti said. “The Federal 
Stimulus Package may help the 
states out and then we wouldn’t 
have to make those cuts, the jury 
is still out on that.”

It’s not only the economy that 
affects enrollment, but demo
graphics as well. According to 
Felicetti, the number of high 
school graduates will remain flat 
for the near future. Also, Western 
NY is experiencing an outward 
migration of people, particularly 
those 21-29 years of age.

One new source of students for 
MCC can be driven by the evolv

ing workplace—a workplace that 
more and more demands high
er degrees for jobs than it did 
years ago. “The ambition of stu
dents is that they need a more 
advanced degree to do well in 
the workplace. More education 
does equate to high salaries after 
school,” Felicetti observed.

Despite the low projected num
bers Felicetti is cautiously opti
mistic, “I think for the near future, 
in this economic environment, we 
will still experience some growth. 
But as I look into the next decade 
I see some problems with growth 
because the population in the area 
is declining.”

Many Career Center resources available to student job seekers
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The Career Center maintains the Job Connection board as a tool 
for employment seekers.

|ACOB TIERNEY

NEWS EDITOR 
Despite the increased difficul

ty of finding a job in an increas
ingly tightening market, there are 
still resources that students and 
graduates can use.

Several MCC students have 
changed their plans because of the 
economy. For example, Danielle 
Davis changed her plans from real 
estate to public relations. Deshaun 
Thomas changed from a degree in 
business to engineering.

Graduates of MCC’s Certificate 
and Degree programs have begun 
to feel the effects of the weak econ
omy. A certificate cannot compete 
with a Bachelor’s degree or high
er. Employers are hiring less to 
save costs, leaving many strug
gling to find a job. According to 
Michelle Mayo, Assistant Director 
of MCC’s Career Center,

“Jobs are rough out there too, 
for manufacturing... there are 
jobs out there, just not the way 
they have been in the past.“

Even nursing, a very popular 
career program that in 2007 saw 
94 percent of its graduates move 
on to full time employment, has 
suffered. Hospitals have enacted 
hiring freezes to cut costs; even 
this once-booming field has been 
threatened by the recession.

MCC’s Department of 
Institutional Research conducts an 
annual study: “What Happened to 
the Class of....?” The most recent 
data, a survey of the class of 2007, 
revealed an interesting trend. Full
time employment for graduates 
of MCC’s Certificate and Career 
Programs has fallen from 89 per
cent in 2002 to 67 percent in 2007. 
However, 75 percent of Transfer 
Program graduates are continu

ing their education. According 
to Michelle Mayo, Associate 
Director of MCC’s Career Center, 
now is the perfect time for stu
dents to continue their education,

“Transfer to a four year 
school... You’re now compet
ing with people with bachelor’s 
degrees for those same entry-level 
positions just because there’s no 
job for the Bachelor’s level. It’s 
a really good time to go on to 
school”

She also emphasizes making 
full use of the Career Center’s 
resources, such as free resume 
help and job-searching databases.

Finally, Mayo stressed the 
importance of making connections 
within a profession. “Networking 
is everything,” she said. Sites 
like Facebook, MySpace, and 
Myworkster can all be valuable 
resources when making connec

tions in the workforce.
She offers a word of caution 

to those who choose to use these 
sites. Although these sites can

be valuable for making career 
connections, employers also use 
them to discover further informa
tion about potential employees.
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The death of analog TV delayed
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On June 12, TVs without digital converters will face extinction.

|AKE KLAU

GUEST WRITER

Most Rochester stations con
tinue to broadcast analog signals 
after the President approved a 
four month extension to the digital 
switch on Feb. 11. The extension 
came barely a week before the 
transition was to take place. The 
provisions of the extension allow 
any television station to discontin
ue analog broadcasting on Feb. 17 
or after March 12. The switch will 
not be mandatory until June 12.

FOX channel 31 is the only 
local Rochester station which dis
continued analog broadcasting as 
scheduled on Feb. 17. John R. 
Cunliffe, who manages the local 
station, cited imnecessary expens
es in broadcasting analog signals 
to an increasingly digital audi
ence.

Local NBC, ABC, and WXXI 
television stations are continuing 
to broadcast analog signals, and 
all Rochester stations are cur
rently broadcasting digital signals. 
The official White House Web 
site refKjrts that only 6 million 
U.S. citizens continue to rely on 
analog television signals. These 
digital procrastinators make up a 
meager 1 percent of the total U.S.

population.
Statistics show that the exten

sion will have little effect on 
MCC students, who are pri
marily from the Rochester 
area. The latest report by the 
National Telecommunications 
and Information Administration 
shows that 78 percent of Rochester 
homes relying on analog televi

sion signals have applied for the 
$40 coupon which the govern
ment is offering to help curb the 
price of digital converter boxes. 
The remaining 22 percent could 
easily be filled by the untracked 
number of households that opted 
to buy a digital converter box 
without a coupon, or switched to 
cable or satellite television.

MCC is getting ever closer to 
selecting a new president

ALISSA SHIELDS

MANAGING EDITOR

MCC’s presidential search 
committees have narrowed down 
potential presidential candidates 
to an undisclosed number from a 
total pool of 32 individuals who 
applied. After a failed search that 
ended during the spring semes
ter of 2008, MCC hired interim 
president Larry Tyree and agreed 
to start the search over from 
scratch.

Two committees have been 
given the task of selecting the 
finalists. The Faculty Senate 
Presidential Search Committee 
(SCAA), chaired by Bonnie 
Connell, and the Board of Trustees 
Presidential Search Committee, 
chaired by Kenneth G. Goode. 
The Board of Trustees will vote 
on the finalists and once a can
didate is selected the decision is 
approved by SUNY.

“The presidential search has

been going well and we’re very 
happy with the 32 applicants who 
applied. Of them there were sev
eral presidents and vice presi
dents of colleges and universities 
as well as an array of candidates 
who had enormous experience 
with college administration from 
all over the country. “Several of 
the candidates were local,” said 
Goode. “Of the candidates who 
have been narrowed down, all 
have academic backgrounds,” said 
Bonnie Connell, Chair of SCAA. 
Connell refused to comment on 
how she felt the search was going 
on the phone but said in a state
ment, “We feel that this is an 
excellent group of individuals and 
we are excited to move forward... 
I am confident that we will select 
an excellent individual to become 
the new president of Monroe 
Community College.”

Out of the 32 candidates who 
applied, both the SCAA com

mittee and the Board of Trustees 
committee agreed on the same 
individuals to move to the next 
phase.

If there is a discrepancy 
between the two committees, the 
Board of Trustees committee has 
final say. “We value the input of 
the SCAA committee and will 
see that we honor the SCAA com
mittee,” said Goode. After ref
erences are checked the pool of 
candidates will be narrowed fur
ther and those individuals will be 
invited to interview on campus. 
Finalists will be named towards 
the end of March.

“This process has been very 
open and transparent, which is 
something that the board has 
pledged. To date we’ve honored 
that process. The end result is 
to get the best candidate to be 
appointed as MCC’s new presi
dent.” said Goode.
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News
MCC hosts Walk for 
Water to aid Sudan

On Saturday, March 14, MCC’s 
Holocaust, Genocide, and Human 
Rights Project will hold a Walk 
for Water to benefit the people of 
Sudan. All are welcome to partici
pate in the event, at a suggested 
donation of $35 per person.

The walk will last 3 miles 
around the track of MCC’s 
Progressive Athletic Center on 
the Brighton campus. The stu
dent leaders of the event hope to 
attract about 200 people in order 
to raise $7000 to build a well to 
bring fresh, disease-free water to 
the people of Sudan.

Water for Sudan Inc. is a non
profit organization led by a MCC 
alumnus Salva Dut. MCC stu
dents have raised $9,000 for the 
project since 2005.

Cash prizes offered in 
writing contest

MCC is currently holding a 
writing contest. Aspiring writers 
can submit essays, poems, and 
short fiction to the English and 
Philosophy department.

Winners will receive $50-$ 100, 
as well as recognition at an awards 
ceremony and a potential entry to 
a national competition.

Contestants can pick up an 
entry form, as well as drop off 
completed forms and manuscripts, 
in room 5-532. For more informa
tion contact Angelique Stevens at 
262-2797 or astevens@monroecc. 
edu.

Outdoor Activities 
Unlimited hosts over
night on March 13

Join MCC’s Outdoor Activities 
Unlimited and WMCC for the 
third annual athletic overnight 
from March 13-14. The event will 
be held in the Progressive Athletic 
Center. Pizza, soda, and chips will 
be served from 8-9 pm.

Activities include dodgeball.

swimming, kickball, soccer, bas
ketball, and racquetball. The cost 
is $1.00 per student, which will be 
collected at the door.

CASA collects items to 
aid battered women

Help CASA aid battered 
women. Donate first aid supplies, 
hygiene items, clothing, books 
and more. Drop off all donations 
at the CASA office at room 3- 
132. These will be collected until 
April 1.

MCC holds St. Patrick’s 
Day dance

This March, WMCC the FUSE 
will be holding a St. Patrick’s 
Day dance. Shamrocks for Hope, 
to benefit Heifer International, 
a non-profit group dedicated to 
relieving world hunger by provid
ing livestock, plants and sustain
able education to the places that 
need it most. All proceeds from 
the dance will go to this organi
zation.

Members of WMCC the Fuse 
will DJ the event. The infamous 
Fear Pong table will be set up to 
see who has an iron stomach. If 
you’re not up for that, there will 
be food and refreshments sold all 
night. So put an O’ in front of your 
last name and come dance!

The event will be held in 
MCC’s Forum from 8 to 11 p.m. 
on March 17. Tickets will be $7.00 
at the door and $5.50 online at 
monroetickets.com.

Academic
Advisement Day is 
March 11

Academic Advisement day is 
March 11. Visit the Atrium from 
11:00-1:00 to see all that MCC’s 
advisement services have to offer. 
Representatives will be available 
to answer advisement questions. 
Enter to win 1 of 5 chances to be 
registered for Fall 2009 before the 
official registration date!

Do you know of something 
newsworthy that we should cover?

Send an e-mail to monroedoc@hotmail.com and let us know!
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Shipwreck hunter Jim 
Kennard speaks at MCC

photo by Jeremy Dooneen, courtesy of Stock X-chang
The Milan and many other shipwrecks lurk beneath the surface 
of Lake Ontario.

JACOB TIERNEY

NEWS EDITOR 
In October 1849, a schooner set 

off from Oswego from Cleveland 
with 100 barrels of salt. It would 
never arrive. The next morning 
the ship’s crew awoke to find 18 
inches of water in the hull. They 
tried to bail out the ship while 
steering towards shore, but to no 
avail. Although all nine men (and 
even the captain’s dog) survived, 
the ship was lost at the bottom of 
Lake Ontario. Until recently.

This was the story shared on 
Feb. 25 by Jim Kennard, scuba 
diver and shipwreck hunter. 
Kennard visited MCC for a special 
lecture about the finding and sub
sequent exploration of the ship.

The wreck was found using 
sonar in August 2005. Because it 
was located in such deep water, 
a dive to explore it was deemed 
impractical. So Dan Scoville, 
Kennard’s partner, began a six- 
month project at the Rochester 
Institute of Technology. RIT stu
dents created a Remote Operated 
Vehicle with a camera to explore

the wreck.
From the information gathered, 

it was determined that the ship 
was named the Milan. It is locat
ed somewhere in Lake Ontario 
near Oak Orchard, New York. 
The precise location has not been 
disclosed to prevent scavenging 
and to preserve the historic sig
nificance of this find.

Prospective treasure-hunters 
should not be too disappointed 
by this. When asked whether the 
ship was carrying any “booty,” 
Kennard replied, “I’m sorry to 
say no... these ships, the schoo
ners that we find, they’re just car
rying commodities.” He quoted 
the book Legend” of the “Lake 
by Britton Smith. “The only gold 
on that ship was in the captain’s 
teeth.”

Kennard also spoke brief
ly about his more recent (and 
well-known) find, the wreck of a 
British warship Ontario.

For more information about 
Jim Kennard, The Milan, or other 
area shipwrecks, visit shipwreck- 
world.com.

Asking yourself 

the BIG question ...
Where should 
I transfer?
If you're looking for a college that 
is both academically challenging 
and very personal, where you can 
design your own degree program 
with the guidance of a mentor, and 
where you can choose from 
a blend of flexible study options, 
all at low SUNY tuition rates - 
Empire State College is the answer.

Undergraduate Information Sessions 
September Term

Rochester
1475 Winton Road North 
(use rear entrance)
Mon., March 9, 7 p.m. 
Thurs., March 19, 7 p.m. 
Mon., March 23, 6 p.m. 
Wed., April 1, 7 p.m.

EMPIRE STATE 
COLLEGE

STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK

For further information, 
call 866 372-3197. 
www.esc.edu

Highlights from 
Feb. 10 Student 

Government 
Meeting

President Elliot:
Art Awake project is another 

opportunity for the Council to 
get involved in. This is an all
day event with an art show and 9 
bands. The deadline for submis
sion is the beginning of March. 
He will speak with the MCC 
VaPA Department regarding stu
dent submissions from MCC. 
This event is already in the deep 
planning stages by an outside 
committee, more information can 
be found at ARTAWAKE.COM.

Deputy Speaker Lawson:
Presidential Search Committee 

has been very busy and the pro
cess is moving forward.

MCC MS Walk Committee is 
working on encouraging clubs and 
organizations to raise money and 
show support for a cure by walk
ing on May 3 at Genesee Valley 
Park. The club or organization 
that raises the most money will 
win a pizza party.

Senator Brown:
New Club - he is working 

on starting up a new club at the 
request of Dr. Topping.

CASA Events: they are work
ing on a Drag Show and an 
International Sports Day.

Senator Malin:
Blood Drive - 95 units were 

collected at the Blood Drive on 
Feb. 5 bringing the total for this 
year to 300 units. He thanks 
everyone who donated and vol
unteered at the blood drive. The 
final blood drive for the year will 
be a two-day drive on April 15 
and 16.

Senator Ruhindi:
At the next meeting of the 

Library Student Advisory 
Committee they will discuss a 
project they are currently work
ing on. This project entails tak
ing books students have read that 
may have changed their lives. The 
students will write a short essay 
about how the book changed their 
lives and these will be posted 
around the Library along with a 
photo of the student.

Public Safety 
Report

2/08/09
Fire: Electrical
Small vehicle fire in Lot R from result of a vehicle jump start.

2/09/09 ICriminal Possession of a Forged Instrument 
Three vehicles were found in Lots S and T with the same permit 
number.

2/11/09
Fire: Mulch/Garbage
A person unknown placed a cigarette butt in a trash can in the din
ing hall causing the trash can to smoke.

2/11/09
Unlawful Possession of Marijuana
A student was found in possession of 8.4 grams of marijuana. 

2/12/09
Unlawful Possession of Marijuana
Public Safety found marijuana, cash and a drug scale in a .student’s 
room.

2/13/09
Public Lewdness
Housekeeping reports that someone has been urinating in the 
Alexander Hall elevator and stairwells for the last 9 days.

2/24/09
Field Information
A former student was found under the south stairs of building 12 
after hours sleeping.

2/24/09

Petit Larceny
A juvenile took candy from the bookstore without paying for it.

2/25/09

Fire
A vehicle caught fire while parked in Lot Q.

2/25/09
Assault
A DCC student was assaulted during an attempted robbery while 
walking into the Sibley Building.

2/26/09

Suspicious Conditions
A suicide print out was found on a copy machine in the ELC. 

2/27/09

Violation of MCC Policy: Code of Conduct
R/O was dispatched to 53W-306 for suspicious white powder seen
by the RA’s on duty.

HTHm
Public Lewdness
A residence hall student had a seizure.

Interested in joining the Monroe Doctrine?
Attend a staff meeting on Wednesdays in 12-132 and see what we are all about,

or fill out an application in 3-134.

http://www.esc.edu
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So many students, so few busses
JALONDA HILL

STAFF WRITER

For many college students 
going to school is a constant 
struggle, especially when your 
only transportation to school is 
riding the bus. Every semester, 
many MCC students are under 
constant pressure and stress from 
all their classes during the day, 
so you would think that at the 
end of day students would have 
a convenient, comfortable bus to 
go home on. Unfortunately, for 
many MCC students, that is defi
nitely not the case, because when 
it comes to catching the bus to and 
from MCC, things are very hectic, 
due to the “shortage of buses.”

According to one female MCC 
student, “for all the money I pay 
to ride the bus every day, why is 
it that the busses are still slow 
paced, overcrowded and unsani
tary, it’s ridiculous.” This wom
en’s statement is very true; for 
all the money that RTS receives 
every year from customers, why is 
there still a shortage of busses and 
why are there not enough busses 
coming to MCC?

According to RTS Internal 
Communications Coordinator 
Venetia Presley, “We are evaluat
ing service levels on a quarterly 
basis and are currently in the pro
cess of purchasing more vehicles 
to increase service.” That should 
make students feel a lot more 
comfortable with the RTS ser
vice, right? Well, unfortunately 
most students say making a state
ment is much different than tak
ing action. Paying students who

ride the bus every day deserve 
a specific date as to when this 
“increase of service” will start to 
take place, because students are 
growing very impatient.

According to a male MCC 
student, “leaving from MCC is 
not necessarily my problem, get
ting to MCC on time is my only 
issue with RTS, these busses don’t 
come frequently enough for me 
to get to school on time, and it’s 
really interfering with my class
es.” As you can see, the “short
age of buses” is not only affecting 
people leaving school, but also 
affecting people getting to school, 
and to their classes on time. So for 
students this issue with RTS buses 
is more serious than people think 
because lateness to class is not tol
erated at MCC.

Venetia Presley also says the 
reason for the overcrowding is 
because, “RTS recently lowered 
the fare, and ridership has risen

three times higher than the nation
al average. With more and more 
customers turning to public trans
portation the busses are full”.

Although that statement is 
true, still the problem of the RTS 
busses being “overcrowded” goes 
back to the problem of the “short
age of busses.” If there are more 
busses picking up students every 
day, this will soon lead to fewer 
students trying to catch the same 
bus, at the same time to get to 
their destination. As the leader of 
public transportation in the City 
of Rochester it is RTS’s duty to 
meet the needs of customers, and 
we the students are the custom
ers. RTS needs to come up with 
a solution to make our ride a bet
ter experience, because as paying 
customers of RTS that’s what we 
deserve. If you have a complaint 
or want to take action on this issue 
you can do so by calling 288-1700 
with or questions or comments.

photo by Champagne Brown
A large group of students stand outside waiting to get onto an 
RTS bus outside at the main loop.

Students should be able to use 
cell phones in class

KATIE METZGER

OPINION EDITOR

To attend college at MCC, you 
obviously have to pay tuition, 
which goes towards student life 
fees, parking for commuters, and 
housing for those who live on 
campus. We have to pay to keep 
the school running which is exact
ly why we should be able to text 
whenever we want, including our 
classes.

If we’re paying for our own 
education why should it matter 
what we do during our classes.

Whether we want to text the whole 
time, or actually pay attention 
should totally be up to the student. 
Of course the sound would still 
have to be off—and not on vibrate, 
no one wants to hear how many 
friends you have every two sec
onds—so there really wouldn’t be 
anything distracting to any other 
student except the person who was 
texting.

The professor may feel like 
they are talking to a brick wall, 
but they are still doing their job. 
It wouldn’t be their fault no one 
wants to pass the course; they

still get paid and get to teach peo
ple who actually care about what 
grades they get. All they can do is 
keep teaching to the people that 
care about what’s going to happen 
in their future.

So I’m just saying, if we pay 
to attend school here shouldn’t we 
be able to do what we want in our 
classes? If we are still quiet and 
don’t disrupt the other people in 
the class I don’t see what the prob
lem would be. It’s our future and 
our grades; we should be able to 
do what we want with it.

image courtesy ofMCT Campus
Students should be able to use their cell phones when they want to, since they pay to attend school.
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Student smokers ask for some form of shelter or a bench to sit on 
since they have to go out to the parking lot.

Student smokers
KASHMIR STEARNS

ASSOCIATE WRITER

So how do the Smokers of 
MCC campus feel about having to 
walk all the way out to the park
ing lot? You may be surprised to 
find that most of us are not asking 
for a complete ban of the Smoke 
Free Campus policy at all, but 
maybe just something to accom
modate us, too.

I interviewed a few students 
who smoke on a daily basis here 
and MCC about their feelings on 
this and they too feel that it is 
our choice to smoke and we are 
not doing anything illegal so why 
are we being exiled to the park
ing lots?

“I hate that the current rules 
make me feel like an animal. We 
have to go out in to the parking 
lot and are expected to just deal

with the weather,” said Kamran 
Sharifi.

We don’t feel that it is fair 
that we have to stand outside 
in the Rochester weather, a fair 
walk away from all the buildings 
because we made a choice that in 
no way makes us less than any
one else.

“Personally I don’t mind walk
ing to designated smoking areas 
as long as it isn’t raining, snowing, 
windy, or any other unbearable 
weather that makes it hard to light 
a smoke,” said another student, 
Brandon Webb-Fezer.

We all understand that people 
who choose not to smoke do not 
want to be exposed to second 
hand smoke but all this policy 
seems to do is make non smok
ers walk past us at a different and 
inconvenient spot. At least give us 
a bench or some shelter.

How do you feel about only having cer
tain classes offered at specific times?

Tell us how you fed! lypc in your response and .send it to 
monrocdoc''" liotmail.com. Let your opinion be heard!

The only thing we need to fear 
is an uneducated workforce

LYNDA REDDEN

GUEST WRITER

The United States has made 
great strides in technologic inno
vations, including the Internet, 
digital photography, bar codes, 
global positioning, laser surgery 
and chemotherapy, according to 
whitehouse. gov/agenda/addition
al. The Web site goes on to state 
that among industrialized nations, 
the United States scores interna
tionally in the bottom third for 
science and in the bottom fifth 
for math.

The White House also announc
es for the last three decades, fed
eral funding for technology has 
declined in the U.S. while other 
countries have increased research 
budgets. The U.S. is losing ground 
in scientific endeavors.

Consider almost one-third of 
students entering MCC require 
Transitional Study courses, i.e., 
remedial level classes in reading, 
writing, and math, which does not 
apply toward degree or certificate 
programs. Well, no wonder the 
U.S. is falling behind other indus
trial nations.

Franklin Roosevelt’s inaugura

tion speech, “The Only Thing We 
Have to Fear is Fear Itself,” oth
erwise known as the “Holy War” 
speech, bears strikingly famil
iar elements to our current eco
nomic meltdown. We have again 
become a society catering to “[the 
money changers [that] have fled 
from their high seats in the temple 
of our civilization,” in Roosevelt’s 
words.

We buy, we sell. We produce 
little; we are ill-prepared to com
pete with overseas manufacturers. 
The U.S. Census Bureau, howev
er, reports “good” news in that our 
international trade deficit is down 
to $677 billion in 2008 from $700 
billion in 2007.

One can hope that President 
Obama’s belief that funding sci
ence and technology in the class
room and the lab will help turn 
around our economic and edu
cational woes, despite a recent 
rally cry by Rush Limbaugh for 
conservatives to oppose Obama’s 
fiscal plans.

One thing is certain. We can
not compete in the international 
arena without an educated work
force.

The opinions expressed here do not reflect the views of the Monroe 
Doctrine editorial staffer Monroe Community College.
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the Doctrine reviews GAME MEWIEW
Rubik’s World

MO¥IE RE¥1E¥f

MADASYN CZEBINIAK

LIFESTYLES EDITOR

The Reader is the story of an 
illiterate German woman, Hanna, 
who falls in love with a fifteen 
year old boy, Michael, and engag
es in a secret affair with him, only 
to be jailed before his very eyes 
for something she didn't know she 
was doing wrong.

The time setting of this movie 
is before, during, and after World 
War II so you just know it’s going 
to be interesting. The two first 
meet when Michael, delirious 
from scarlet fever, collapses on 
her doorstep.

Three months later they meet 
again and their passion for one 
another unfolds. They begin to 
met in secret for rendezvous in 
her apartment every day after his

The Reader
classes where they express their 
love for one another. Hanna is 
always desperate to have her lover 
read to her though Michael has no 
idea she is illiterate until the mid
dle of the film.

Kate Winslet plays an amaz
ing role, which won her an Oscar, 
for someone who is naked almost 
the entire first half of the movie 
- her performance is guaranteed 
to make you take a step back and 
realize that it is only a movie - 
and it’s almost guaranteed you 
will shed a tear or two during the 
whole ordeal.

image courtesy of Amazon

CHARLIE ROCKFORD

STAFF WRITER

For years, puzzle games and 
handheld systems have made for a 
good combination in video games. 
Starting in the 1980s with Tetris 
for the Game Boy, puzzle games 
started becoming more and more 
popular, especially on handheld 
systems.

One of the best puzzles in 
all of pop culture is the Rubik’s 
Cube. This colorful block has 
puzzled many, and few people are 
able to solve it. There have been 
many books and videos made 
about the Rubik’s Cube, but ironi
cally a video game has never been 
made for it, until Rubik’s World 
for the Nintendo DS.

This game has eight gameplay 
modes, which is a lot for a game. 
Most of these gameplay modes 
feel like minigames, but that is 
what other fun games like Mario 
Party and Carnival Games are 
famous for.

This is a puzzle game, but 
two of the games have nothing 
to do with puzzles at all. In fact, 
they are exactly what you make 
of them, and offer no challenge. 
“Compose” allows you to make 
your own music, while “create” 
has you drawing pictures. The 
game will not tell you if what 
you drew is right or wrong, so as 
a result, the game isn’t that much 
fun. The music creator is done 
well, and allows you to create lay

ers of different sounds.
The highlight of this game is 

a game called “roll.” It features 
44 levels ranging from easy to 
hard, and has you guiding blocks 
through mazes. Most of the puz
zles require you to guide multiple 
blocks to their destinations, and 
have you planning every move 
carefully. “Color” is a very simi
lar game; but the only difference 
is that the sides of your block 
have to be a certain color in order 
to make it through the maze. The 
mazes are more complex, and 
the block will stick to a tile and 
become inunovable if its side is 
the same color. It requires a lot 
more thinking than “roll,” and is 
just as fun.

A game about the Rubik’s 
Cube would not be complete with 
allowing you to solve one. You 
solve the cubes in three differ
ent sizes: a miniature 2x2, stan
dard 3x3, and an intimidating 
4x4 cube. The game also lets you 
solve a cube by showing you how; 
unfortunately, these steps are not 
very straightforward. This game 
is also available on the Nintendo 
Wii, but you might get a better 
experience playing it on the DS.

MUSIC REWIElf
The Gifted Children

KEITH HADAD

GUEST WRITER

The Gifted Children is a 
Western New York collective of 
musicians who have been releas
ing material and performing con
certs regularly for the last thirteen 
years. They comprise of Aaron 
Boucher, Brett Dreyer, James 
Earl Sahr, Jeff Suszczynski, and 
Bill Trautman. They play a very 
unique brand of ‘indie-rock’ 
that fans of groups like Modest 
Mouse, Guided By Voices, and 
the mellower side of The Postal 
Service would really enjoy. As 
described on their Web site, “The 
Gifted Children live show is an 
energetic mixture of pop song 
writing genius, expert knob-twid
dling, great harmonies and banter, 
approachable, self-deprecating 
and pedestal hating, they become 
fast friends with their audienc
es.” Their creativity and origi
nality is fully deserving of any 
praise given. Like most of the 
abundant available material, their 
EP “Cordless Miles” is certainly 
noteworthy.

The EP is on vinyl. For those 
who do not own a turntable of 
some kind, the songs are avail
able on the Web site as Mp3s as 
well. Once the needle is dropped 
onto the plastic, a catchy beat of 
acoustic guitar, an almost synthe
sized sounding drum, and key
boards passes through the speak
ers at a quick pace and “Secret

Mayors of Small Towns” is creep
ing into the listener’s ear travel
ing to their head and feet forcing 
them to bob and tap to the pleas
ant rhythm. The vocals are pas
sionate yet reserved coolly as the 
words describe someone being 
present in the faces of strangers to 
the author after an unplanned dis
appearance.

The second song, “Brooklyn: 
Remedy The Guest list” is a soft
er track with more of an atmo
spheric depth to the sound. The 
lyrics are somewhat sadder than 
the previous song, and the vocals 
stretch out into lonesome resonat
ing echoes. It gives the listener an 
image of riding a subway train in 
the city in the rain.

Onto side B, “Favorite 
Constellations” is one of the most 
haunting yet moving songs I have 
heard in a long time. Electronic 
sounds, reverb guitar feedback, 
and phone rings in the back
ground only make it feel more like 
a dreamy stream of thoughts that 
remain unsaid between the person 
in the song and his ex-lover. The 
following song, “When Magic is 
a Gas,” is a fitting close to the 
album. The electronic pulses and 
pillars of synthesizer give the song 
a very 80s feel in a good way.
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Tough economic times, a dynamic new president swept into power:
The FDR^Obama comparison is inevitable

By Steven Thomma

McCUuchy Newsp{^rs

P
resident Barack Obama is 
about to discover some
thing that his predecessors 
have known for more than 
60 years: Franklin D. 
Roosevelt’s first months in 
office are both an inspiration and a curse.

An inspiration because FDR burst 
into power with an unprecedented 
blaze of energy and legislation in an 
even hundred days that turned the pres
idency into the powerful office it 
remains, set the stage for the New Deal 
and transformed the government.

A curse because every president 
since then has been held to that impos
sibly high standard.

Laying out his own vision in his 
1961 inaugural, John F. Kennedy was 
mindful of the benchmark. ‘All this will 
not be finished in the first 100 days,” he 
said. ‘‘Nor will it be finished in the first 
1,000 days, nor in the life of this admin
istration, nor even perhaps in our life

time on this planet But let us begin.” 
Later, Kennedy said it was a mis

read of history to expect similar presi
dential results in far different times. 
“This period is entirely different from 
Franklin Roosevelt’s day,” Kennedy 
said. “Everyone says that Roosevelt 
did this and that, why don’t we?”

No doubt, the times facing 
Roosevelt were unique. Though the 
economic crisis facing Obama is real, 
it is not the same.

During Roosevelt’s presidency, mil
lions were out of work. The unem
ployment rate hit 25 percent just 
before he took office. Banks were fail

ing by the thousands. People were los
ing their homes. There was no safety 
net; FDR hadn’t invented it yet.

Roosevelt responded with jaunty opti
mism. “The only thing we have to fear is 
fear itself,” he proclaimed in his inaugur
al address on March 4,1933. (FDR was 
the last president sworn in before the 
inauguration date was moved to Jan. 20.)

He called Congress into special ses
sion on March 9. His first {M'oposal, to 
regulate banks, was introduced that day 
while the ink was still wet, passed by 
the Senate and House with few mem
bers even able to read the proposal, and 
signed into law — all within eight

hours. By the time Congress adjourned 
on June 16, exactly 100 days later, 
Congress had passed 15 major bills.

It was, said historian Arthur 
Schlesinger Jr., “a presidential barrage 
of ideas and programs unlike anything 
known in American history.”

“No presidential administration had 
ever done so much so fast,” wrote 
Adam Cohen in “Nothing to Fear,” his 
new book on the bold start of the 
Roosevelt presidency.

Ironically, Roosevelt at first just 
wanted members of Congress to come 
into session to pass his proposed 
Banking Act. But once he got them 
into town (Congress was not a year- 
round institution then), he decided to 
keep them there and started sending 
new proposals to Capitol Hill.

Among the laws and ^encies created: 
il The Economy Act, slashing fed

eral salaries by 15 percent and cutting 
government spending;

M The Federal Emergency Relief 
Act, funding unemployment compen
sation programs run by states;

M The Farm Credit Act, refinancing 
farm mortgages;

S The Civilian Conservation Corps, 
hiring young men to work on such pro
jects as flood control and reforestation;

S The Tennessee Valley Authority, 
providing affordable electric power to 
poor areas;

M The Truth in Securities Act, reg
ulating Wall Street;

M The Glass-Steagall Act, creating 
the Federal Deposit Insurance Corpora
tion to insure bank accounts and forcing 
banks to get out of the securities business;

H The National Industrial 
Recovery Act, providing money for 
public works projects, and guarantee
ing the right of labor to bargain.

“Congress doesn’t pass legislation 
any more, they just wave at the bills as 
they go by,” said comedian Will Rogere.

As if to toast the frenzied activity, 
Roosevelt also pushed Congress to 
legalize beer in an accelerated end to 
prohibition.

Said Roosevelt, a martini man: “I 
think this would be a good time for beer.”

is this the second Hundred Days?
Understandably, ail presidenus want to get their way as quickly and dcci- 

N'vely as Roosevelt. Just as understandably, none want to be judged by the 
same st^dard.

Of course, tb«e are worse standards than FDR’s Hundred Days. The orig
inal term was used to desoibe the period from Napolean’s mmeh from exile 
to his defeat at Waterloo and Louis XVIII’s ret^ to power in 1815 France.

Some comparisons between FDR’s start and Dhama’s start FDR’s first 100 days

Conditions
America in late 1932 and early 1933 was a place of 

shock and despair in the second year of a global depres
sion. Unemployment peaked at 25 percent just before FDR 
took office. More than 8,000 banks had failed since 1929.

America in 2009 is a place of anxiety, but not despair. 
Unemployment in January rose to 7.6 percent. Sixty-five 
banks have failed since 2000.

Politics
The Democrats had solid majorities in 1933 following 

back-to-back gains in 1930 and 1932. In 1933, they con
trolled 313 seats in the House and 60 in the Senate.

Democrats also have solid majorities in 2009 following 
back-to-back gains in 2(X)6 and 2008. They hold 255 seats 
in the House and 56 in the Senate, with two independents 
supporting them and one seat vacant.

Media
Roosevelt radically changed the way presidents commu

nicate with the people. He abandoned President Herbert 
Hoover’s practice of requiring the press to submit questions 
in writing, taking spontaneous questions in 30 press confer
ences in 100 days. He also spoke via radio in two 
“fireside” chats during the first 100 days.

Obama held two news conferences in 
his first month, one in the White House 
and a second, more limited one in 
Canada. He also communicates via 
the Internet, sending video 
messages to supporters via 
e-mail and posting video
taped versions of his 
weekly radio address 
on YouTube.

Housing
By the time FDR 

took office, a thou
sand families a day 
were losing their 
Imincs Ik 
responded with 
the Home 
<)\KtK‘ts I oan
( oipiM.ihoii.

purchasing 
mortgages from 
hard pressed 
homeowners and 
refinancing them 
at 5 percent inter
est for 30 years.

Today, foreclosures are soaring. At the start 
of 2009, one of 10 mortgages was either 
delinquent or in foreclosure. Obama’s 
answer is the Homeowner Affordability 
and Stability Plan to subsidize banks and 
rewrite the rules so hard-hit homeown
ers can refinance their loans, spread out 
their payments at lower rates and keep 
their homes.

Jobs
FDR pushed through the National 

Industrial Recovery Act to create a 
million jobs, in large part by spending 
$400 million to build roads and $200 
million to build Navy ships.

Obama pushed through the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act to save 
or create nearly 4 million jobs with 
$787 billion worth of spending and 
tax cuts, including money for 
roads and bridges.

March 4,1933. Franklin D. Roosevelt inaugurated as the 32nd president 
of the U.S., saying, ‘The only thing we have to fear is fear itself.” 

March 5. FDR declares a four-day national “bank holiday” 
starting March 6. All banking transactions stop. Summons 

Congress into special session for March 9.
March 9. Congress passes the Emergency Banking Act, 
giving FDR broad powers over banks and foreign exchange. 
March 12. FDR gives first “fireside chat.”
March 31. Congress passes the Reforestation Relief Act, 
creating the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC). The 
CCC provides work for 250,000 young men in reforesta
tion, road construction and developing national parks. 

April 19. FDR takes the nation off the gold standard. 
May 12. Congress passes the Federal Emergency Relief 

Act, authorizing immediate grants to states for relief projects. 
And, FDR signs the Agricultural Adjustment Act to provide imme

diate relief to farmers by setting prices and paying subsidies to cur
tail production of crops in surplus.

May 18. Congress establishes the Tennessee Valley Authority to 
construct dams and power plants in the Tennessee Valley.

May 27. Congress passes the Federal Securities Act to 
regulate stocks and bonds.

June 6. Congress passes the 
National Employment System Act. 
June 13. Congress passes the 
Home Owners Refinancing Act to 
provide mortgage money and 
other aid to homeowners.
June 16. Last of the 100 days. 
Congress passes the National 
Industrial Recovery Act, cre
ating the Public Works 
Administration (PWA) and 
the National Recovery 
Administration (NRA). 
Congress also passes the 
Farm Credit Act and the 
Banking Act of 1933, 
establishing the FDIC.

SOURCE; UNIVERSITY OF 
VIRGINIA, AMERICAN STUDIES 
WEB SITE (HTTP://XROA08. 
VIRQINIA.EDU)

j

;

■

HTTP://XROA08
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AMANDA MELROSE-SMITH

STAFF WRITER 
Each year on March 17

St. Patrick, the patron saint

them to explain the trinity. 
In his sermons they repre
sented the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Spirit, and how they 
could all exists as separate 
elements of the same entity. 
Shamrocks also represented 
hope: the hope of spring. Saint 
Patrick passed away on March 
17,461 A.D.

After immigrating to the 
United States, the Irish con
tinued to celebrate each year 
to keep the memory and pride 
of their heritage alive. The 
first St. Patrick’s Day parade 
took place in New York, 
1762, before Ireland ever had 
a parade, themselves. Today, 
there are over 150,000 par
ticipants in the parade. March 
17 has been forever celebrat
ed each year after his death 
in Ireland... just in a dif
ferent way. It used to be an 
extremely religious holiday 
involving church and feast
ing. As a matter of fact, pubs 
were forbidden by law to be 
open on March 17 imtil the 
1970s. Suddenly their govern
ment realized what a tourism 
opportunity it gave them. Pubs 
have been open ever since, 
and last year almost one mil
lion people attended Ireland’s 
St. Patrick’s Day Festival in 
Dublin. It included live music, 
parades, outdoor theater, fire
works and, of course, beer.

Tkere are tkree states in wkick Irisk is tke leading ancestry group:
Delaware, Massackusetts and New Hampskire. Irisk is among
tke top five ancestries in every state kut two (Hawaii and New Mexico).

41.6 killion pounds of US keef and 2.6 killion pounds of cakkage 

were sold in 2007.

Irisk Soda Bread gets its name from tke use of kaking soda instead of 

yeast as tke leavening agent.

Tke first St. Patrick’s Day parade took place in New York City

on Marcli 17, 1762.
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Healthier drive thru alternatives 
exist - but choose wisely
AMANDA MELROSE-SMITH

SENIOR WRITER

For those of us who try to 
eat healthy, being stuck on a 
road trip with only fast food 
restaurants to choose from 
is not only devastating, 
it’s disgusting. A reg
ular order of fries can 
be aroimd 450 calories 
no matter where you go.
With all this fatty food, 
it is hard to eat on the run 
and stay healthy. Here are 
some tips on how to keep 
the calorie count down / - — 
and the nutrients up.

We all know that 
creepy Burger King com
mercial, but what most of 
us don’t know is how gross 
their food can be. A BK Big 
Fish Sandwich, which one would 
assume is somewhat healthy, has 
640 calories. Yuck! Instead of 
clogging your arteries, try Burger 
King’s Tender Grill Chicken 
Garden Salad. It has just 220 
calories, and the grilled chick
en provides protein. Be care
ful though, ordering the Crispy 
Chicken Garden Salad automati
cally bumps your calories up to 
420. Remember to always ‘get the 
grilled.’

You may think that Mandarin 
Chicken salad with grilled chicken 
fillet from Wendy’s is healthy, but 
try again. It has 540 calories with 
all its toppings and 230 of those 
calories are from fat, and it has 65

image courtesy of MCT campus
Fast food restaurants may not always provide top-notch products 
for those trying to heat healthfully, but alternatives do exist to 
the high calorie, fat and sodium items on the menus of the most 
popular chains.

mg cholesterol. Without dressing. 
You might as well have a Triple 
Stacker burger. Instead of getting 
that salad, try a bowl of chili to 
fill you up. A small chili has only 
190 calories and large has 280 
calories, not to mention the fiber 
and protein provided. If that’s not 
what you’re craving, try a Grilled 
Chicken Go Wrap. It has just 260

calories (though 100 calories from 
fat). These two options are still 
healthier than their Chicken BLT 
Salad (780 calories with Honey 
Dijon dressing).

Lastly is McDonald’s. It is 
everywhere, and almost unavoid
able. Some think a Double 
Cheeseburger wouldn’t be so bad, 
yet still filling. Wrong! A Double

Cheeseburger has 440 calories, 
210 of which are from fat, with 
80 mg of cholesterol. It’s amazing 
your heart is still pumping after 

one of those babies. Maybe their 
Premium Grilled Chicken 

Classic Sandwich would 
be better you say? Wrong 
again. 420 calories. Don’t 

even ask about the Crispy 
Chicken version. A Snack Size 

Fruit and Walnut salad has just 
210 calories 70 from fat, and 5 
mg cholesterol. Plus, it’s deli
cious! Still himgry? McDonald’s 
now offers Vanilla reduced fat 
ice cream cone for dessert. It has 
150 calories and 35 mg from fat. 
If you’re looking for something 
light, do not go for the chicken 
nuggets. Try a Fruit n’ Yogurt 
parfait instead. With only 160 
calories, it is perfectly portioned 
and healthy.

Eating at a fast food restau
rant is hard. When forced to eat 
fast food, try to get small por
tions and think healthy. Keep in 
mind you can save calories by 
asking for no mayo. Also, if you 
are unsure of what to get, ask the 
person working the register for 
a nutritional guide. All fast food 
restraints have them hidden some
where! That way you can com
pare and contrast what you want 
versus what you should have. As 
for me. I’ll stick to the low calorie 
salads, but you can bet I’ll be get
ting my daily calories when that 
Shamrock Shake rolls around.

The art of 
tipping

LYNDA REDDEN

GUEST WRITER

Are you a bad tipper? Think 
twice because you may be fea
tured in a vignette at bitterwait- 
ress.com. The Web site offers 
some chuckles from workers in 
the service industry venting their 
frustrations. The biggest com
plaint? Less than 15 percent on 
a check.

As a guideline, give 20 percent 
for exceptional service—emphasis 
on service. If there is a problem 
with your food, talk to the man
agement. Don’t slight the waiter 
or waitress with less than the stan
dard 15 percent. These folks are 
likely fellow college students pay
ing for tuition, books, rent, gas, 
and food just like you.

Some employers automatical
ly withhold 15 percent from the 
tab total with the assumption that 
guests leave the standard amount. 
If you leave less, the wait staff 
loses money.

Studies have shown that peo
ple feel more comfortable short
ing the tip when in large groups, 
essentially safety in numbers. 
Chances are your large table has 
sent the wait staff in multiple cir
cles. Don’t cheese out on the tip 
with friends.

Other situations where tipping 
is the norm includes salons, hired 
drivers, guided tours, car washes, 
airport baggage handlers, cruises, 
and the list goes on.

In short, if you can’t afford a 
few bucks for the tip, you can’t 
afford to go.

Proposal for new dance program to be explored

photo by Champagne Brown
The Saturday morning timeslot is the only available time for the dance class open to all students. A 
proposal encouraged by the VaPA department is in the works to bring a dance certificate program 
to MCC.

AMANDA MELROSE-SMITH

STAFF WRITER
There are so many courses 

offered at MCC, it is often diffi
cult to choose, but MCC offers 
only one dance class for non
physical studies majors, and I 
believe every student should have 
the privilege of experiencing this 
class. Dance is a wonderful form 
of expression that tones your mus
cles and gives you exercise. It is 
not only good for your body, it is 
good for your mind, too. Being 
forced to learn different combi
nations throughout the class and 
execute them correctly stimulates 
the brain and strengthens muscles 
you never knew you had.

Even professional football play
ers have been known to perfect 
their muscle control through bal
let classes. You burn just as many 
calories dancing as you would in 
the gym, and it teaches coordina
tion and balance. Ballet technique 
teaches discipline which many 
find to be useful in many other 
aspects of life. Not to mention it 
is fun! Women and men are find
ing it to be beneficial and enlight

ening.
MCC has a dance class, but 

a certificate program would be 
ideal. Currently, a small room is

being used with no space for bal
let barres to be stowed. Though it 
is the PE department’s space, it is 
ill fit for a dance class. “A dance

or ballet program would fit best in 
the Performing Arts area at MCC, 
and so I am currently working 
on a proposal as encouraged by

Visual and Performing Arts 
(VaPA) and Dean McDonough,” 
says Shannon McClatchey, an 
adjunct professor teaching a 
course in Dance Composition. 
Dance is intertwined with so many 
different facets of mind and body 
control. Theater comes into play, 
no pun intended, when you have 
to move like a certain person to 
tell a story. Whether it is the bash
ful Giselle or the fierce Firebird, 
dance requires you to portray a 
spectrum of characters.

Also, music is the lifeline for 
expression and movement; one 
coincides with the other. The 
music speaks to the dancer and 
the dancer translates for the audi
ence using his or her body. You 
benefit from this program in every 
aspect of your life. Dance is a 
stress reliever, a fat burner, a men
tal stimulator, a muscle toner, a 
discipliner, a coordinator and a 
whole lot of fun. There must be 
a way to expand the program so 
more college students can experi
ence this incredible course.
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the Doctrine asks...
Where do you generally 

get your news from?

photo by Champagne Brown
Online spending with nnreputable or unknown online sources 
can increase a buyer’s risk for becoming a victim of fraud.

Online 
spending 
can put 
you at risk 
for fraud

KENNETH HUGGINS

SENIOR WRITER

The Internet has taken the 
place of weekend mall shopping 
with family and friends. With a 
click of a mouse shoppers can buy 
anything on the Internet. One can 
buy a car and then turn around 
and buy the insurance policy a 
minute later. The Internet Crime 
Complaint Center (IC3), which 
has been around since 2000, 
shows that 206,884 complaints 
were submitted to the center and 
in turn the center sent out 90,008 
to law enforcement for further 
investigation.

Electronic Commerce, also 
known as e-comm., enables con
sumers to shop at thousands of 
online stores then pay for their 
purchases without leaving the 
comfort of home. Consumers 
expect merchants to make their 
product readily available on the 
Web, and then make payments 
on the same product in a safe and 
easy way. Although, purchasing 
things on the Internet things can

go wrong like computer glitches, 
awful customer service or even 
being cheated by a scam artist.

Auction fraud is the most fre
quent nationwide complaint in 
Internet fraud. Auction fraud con
sists of not receiving the product 
at all or receiving a product that 
was not what the seller claimed 
it was. There are other types of 
fraud on the Internet like credit 
card fraud, lottery fraud and iden
tity theft which is the number one 
complaint in New York state.

There are tips for smart 
Internet shopping that can help 
people not become a victim of 
fraud. One is to research the Web 
site before ordering a product. Do 
business with companies that are 
well known or do your homework 
with the little companies before 
you buy. Also, it is smart to do

an inexpensive order to see if the 
company is trust worthy.

The safest way to shop on the 
Internet is with a credit card. If 
something was to go wrong when 
ordering with a credit card people 
are protected under the Fair Credit 
Billing Act. Trying to use that 
same credit card for all Internet 
purchases is also good idea. If one 
does not have a credit card, a pre 
paid credit card with the amount 
of the product is another smart 
way to go.

If someone thinks that they 
have been a victim of fraud the 
best thing to do is to contact the 
Better Business Bureau and make 
a complaint. Then contact the 
Internet Crime Complaint Center 
for further help.

MCC's Public Relations program first of its kind

CHRIS DEBACK

SPORTS EDITOR 
Public Relations is the fast

est growing medium in the com
munications field today. Monroe 
Community College started pub
lic relations major last fall semes
ter. It is one of a kind, nothing 
else like it in the country.

MCC is the first community 
college with a 2 year degree in 
public relations. The major was 
first proposed in 1991 by pro
fessor Tom Proietti. It took the 
school about 16 years before it

gave the major any major consid
eration.

The degree is 62 credit hours 
long, with taking some required 
courses like Intro to Public 
Relations, Principles of Marketing, 
Media Writing, and Advertising. 
It is a really cool major. Tima 
Morathe, a student at MCC, said< 
“I love it, not as easy as every
one thinks, but I learned a lot 
and want keep pursing it.” Not 
only will public relations test yom 
skills at writing and problem solv
ing but Tom Proietti also said it’s

about “knowing how to manage 
the media instead of just knowing 
the media.” The major currently 
has 24-2 programs with St. John 
Fisher, Brockport, Oswego, and 
Fredonia.

If you like to write and want 
to learn how to manage the media 
instead of just knowing it, then 
this major is for you. It is in its 
infancy but after we give it a few 
years to work out the kinks this 
will be one of the best majors we 
have here at MCC.

from Cervical Cancer. HPV is a sexually transmitted infection caused by the human papilloma virus. At 
least 50% of all men and women will contract the HPV virus, which can lead to genital warts and cervical 
cancer. Highland Family Planning offers the Gardasil vaccine to protect you from this virus. The vaccine 
is provided in a series of three shots for young women aged 19-26.

Call Highland Family Planning at 279-4890.
We have two convenient locations:

Highland Family Medicine • 777 South Clinton Avenue 
East Ridge Family Medicine • 809 East Ridge Road

Also offering for men and women: Birth control, STD testing and treatment, HIV rapid testing, Pregnancy testing. Health education.
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Crossword
ACROSS 

1 Of sociopolitical 
units

7 Beaver project 
10 How ‘bout that!
14 __borealis
15 NASA’s ISS 

partner
16 Carried out
17 Reflections
18 $5 bill
19 “Paper Lion” 

star
20 Childhood 

prohibition
21 Hindu mystics
24 __Plaines, IL
25 Hackneyed
27 Conservationist 
29 A realistic goal 
31 Learning inst.
34 Cleaning cloths
35 Caspian feeder 
38 Speed up faster 
40 Aircraft engine

enclosure
43 Wanes
44 Mall event
45 Hankering
46 Standing as 

proof of
51 Boo shouter 
53 Pinball miscues
57 Cape__, MA
58 Value highly
60 British trunk
61 Watch face
63 Besmirch
64 Burning
66 Razor choice
67 Had a bite
68 Planting device
69 Kennedy and 

Koppel
70 Pioneered
71 Becomes 

entrenched

DOWN
1 Contaminate
2 Hearsay
3 Teheran native
4 Capital of 

Colombia
5 Exist
6 Highland 

maiden
7 Mars with graffiti
8 “I, Robot” author

1 2 3 4 5 8 ■ ,0 11 12 13

14 1 ,e

17 Ml. 11
20 22 23 ■
25 26 28

^H29 30

31 32 33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40 41 42

43 ^H44 45

46 47 48 49 50

51 52 ^H53 54 55 56

57 58 59 60

61 62 ■ 63 ■ 64 65

66 ■ ■ 68

69 1 ro 1 ’■

© 2009 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 
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9 Philippines 
metropolis

10 Actress/director 
Lupino

11 Befitting a 
warrior

12 Peruvian 
mountains

13 Leavening agent
22 Use a scale
23 Express sorrow 
26 Light tan
28 Sticking stuff
30 Possesses
31 Guitarist Walsh
32 Kind of cap
33 Swiss rescue 

worker?
36 Tavern brew
37 Dykstra or 

Deighton
39 Invitation abbr.
40 Mother-of-pearl
41 Boxing great
42 Lincoln coin 
44 Smiled

derisively 
47 Wrath

Solutions

s 3 qH
V a
3 N o a
A V s j]

3 1 1 y i
o N o N

3 0 V in I
V y o y n V
1 V a 1 y 1

48 Depressing in 
character

49 Landed manor
50 Edible viscera of 

fowl
51 Egypt’s Anwar
52 Make one

54 Burdens
55 Actress Marisa
56 Severe 
59 Big glob
62__Vegas
65 Charge for

service
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MLBTaces dark days after 
A-Rod steroid use scandal

CHRIS DEBACK

SPORTS EDITOR 
Major League Baseball (MLB) 

took another hit to the stomach 
when it was leaked to the press 
that superstar Alex Rodriguez (A- 
Rod), third baseman for the New 
York Yankees, tested positive for 
steroids in 2003.

Major League Baseball never 
released any of this information 
until it was leaked by someone 
within the organization because 
it was an anonymous test. MLB 
made a deal with the Player’s 
Union to do this in order to get 
a feel for how many players were 
using steroids. Another 103 play
ers who have yet to be named and 
probably will not be named also 
tested positive. A-Rod has come 
out and admitted the allegations 
are true, but swears that he has 
been clean since 2004.

A-Rod was supposed to bring 
legitimacy back to the home run

The hitting years
Home run totals by season for Alex Rodriguez, and average number 
of times at bat for each home run, per season:

Home runs
Seattle Mariners

■as is_____________
*96 36

record if he was able to stay 
healthy enough to surpass Barry 
Bonds. But instead, he has not 
only tarnished his whole career 
but more than likely tarnished 
baseball itself. He is considered 
by many to be the best player in 
the MLB today and was probably 
going to be considered when it 
was all said and done the great
est player of all-time. He has 
also messed up any chance of 
him ever being a first ballot hall 
of famer. But instead, that is all 
ruined now.

When baseball finally thought 
they had surpassed and had taken 
a step forward out of the steroids 
era, they were only blind sided 
and pushed right back into it. 
Only time will tell what kind of 
effect this will have on baseball 
itself, all we know is this might 
be the darkest hour baseball has 
ever faced.

RIT Undergraduate Admissions

Transfer Open House
Please join us on

Friday, March 13

To register call (he HIT 
Undergraduate Admissions 

Office at (583)475-6631 
or register online at: 

admissions.rit.edu and click 
on “Transfer Student 

Open House”

Transfer Day will include:
• Admissions Presentation
• Academic Department Meetings
• Optional Admissions Interview
• Instant Application Review
• Financial Aid Presentation
• Student Actmties Fair
• Apartment Tours
• Campus Tours

Men's lacrosse looks 
toward a promising season

MATT LANDER

ASSOCIATE WRITER 
It will soon be lacrosse season 

and the men’s lacrosse team for 
the Monroe Community College 
Tribunes seems to be ready to go. 
After the good but not great sea
son last year finishing with a 10- 
6 record the Tribunes surely have 
something to prove this upcoming 
season. Bringing in some fresh 
new players and having a lot of 
guys return from last year’s team, 
this year is looking pretty bright 
for the Tribunes.

“We have a pretty strong 
team....we need to overcome 
some losses and win some games 
that we couldn’t last year,” fresh
man Nate Delone says. Nate is just

one of the big players that have 
been brought in this year to help 
this team improve on last year’s 
performance. “All I can do is help 
out and try to be a leader.”

The team looks very strong 
and is looking very confident. 
Defender Jonathon Neri, who is 
also a freshman says, “A goal of 
ours for this year is to make it to 
the Junior College Championships. 
We need to try and win as many 
games as possible and make it to 
May in the playoffs.”

The team faces a struggle 
though because recently the start
ing goalie Matt McShae sustained 
an elbow injury that should side
line him anywhere from 6 to 10 
weeks. The team will miss him a

lot but must stay focused to start 
off the year well and they should 
be more than ready to take Matt 
back before playoff time.

“Were going to do well but 
with our starting goalie out it will 
be important that the back up 
plays well and the offense can put 
up points.” Says Neri.

The team might suffer a little 
bit with this loss for a while but 
if they can overcome this, than 
that will be great signs to come. 
The Tribunes will have to bat
tle through the struggles of los
ing this player, but if they play 
well than it will show that maybe 
they have what it takes to take 
this team into the Junior College 
Championships.

Lady Tribune lacrosse ready 
for another great season

MATT LANDER

ASSOCIATE WRITER 
The Monroe Community 

College Lady Tribune lacrosse 
team gets ready for this upcom
ing season and hopes to keep the 
success going as they come off a 
13-3 record last season. The girls 
suffered a tough loss last year in 
the Junior College semi-finals to 
Harford Community College 11- 
8, which left a bitter taste in there 
mouth. This should motivate them 
to go even further this year.

The girls will be a younger 
team because they lost 9 sopho
mores from last year’s team. This 
just means that the upcoming cast 
will have to step up there game. 
“The team last year had a lot of

talent and lost some key players. 
I and the other first year girls are 
willing to work as hard as we 
need to in order to get that nation
al championship.” Says number 
18 Lexi Crusha. Lexi is just one 
of the new freshman girls that 
are joining this team this year. 
Even though this team is going 
to be young, they will all work 
extremely hard to achieve their 
number one goal, which is win
ning a championship.

“If we stride for anything less 
we would be selling ourselves 
short. You can’t go into a game 
or a season thinking your going 
to lose, you have to be confident.” 
Jillian O’Connor is another one of 
these young freshman girls that 
hope to make this team a champi

onship contender.
There is no injury that has 

been acquired to any of the play
ers so the girls will start out the 
season on a healthy note. As long 
as the health of the team stays up 
than the girls have a lot of young 
talent on this years squad. “We 
just need to all stick together, 
work hard everyday in practice 
and push each other and never 
give up,” says Jill O’Connor.

With the confidence that the 
team has this year it looks as if 
they will be pretty successful. 
Even though they may lack expe
rience it will be interesting to see 
if the freshman can take upon a 
leadership role and together as a 
team advance to the champion
ship.

When things don’t 
go as planned...

protect your future.

Emergency contraception or the “morning-after pill” can reduce the risk of an unplanned pregnancy. It 
must be used within five days following unprotected sex or a birth control failure. Emergency contraception 
will not work if you are already pregnant.

Call Highland Family Planning at 279-4890.
We have two convenient locations:

Hi^and Family Medicine • 777 South Clinton Avenue 
East Rit^c Family Medicine • 809 East Ridge Road

Also offeringfor mm and women: Birth control, STD testing and treatment, HIV rapid testing, Pregnancy testing. Health education.

Highland
■px UNIVERSITY «/

-Rochester' MEDICAL CENTER

Do you miss original sports?
Stop by the Monroe Doctrine in 3-143 to fill out an

application
to be a sports writer or photographer.
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Lady Tribune Basketball loses first borne game in 11 years
CHRIS DEBACK

SPORTS EDITOR
The MCC women’s basketball 

team lost it’s first home game in
11 years on Feb. 28, to the Candian 
National Elite Development 
Academy (NEDA) out of Ontario, 
Canada, 73-63. They had won 
141 straight home games up until 
the loss. This also ended their
12 game winning streak this sea
son. Krystal Parnell led the way 
for the Lady Tribune with 13 
points. The last time the women 
basketball team lost at home was 
to Genessee Community College 
Feb 4, 1998.

Even though the women lost 
they look to be in good shape to 
make a run at the National Junior 
College Athletic Association 
(NJCA A). They just have to make 
a few minor adjustments before 
the tournament, remarks head bas
ketball coach Tim Parinello, “We 
will need to work on becoming 
more efficient on our possessions.

We can do a lot of things to play 
better basketball.’’ The women 
looked to play well against NEDA, 
but made a few crucial mistakes 
that kept them from being able to 
make a late run and come back 
to win. The women seem to be 
coming together which is one of 
the most important things at this 
point. Coach Parinello went on to 
say “It is big (the momentum) you 
want to be clicking on all cylin
ders and you want your players to 
believe that they’re playing really 
good basketball.” Momentum is 
key to any team being success
ful. Without momentum on your 
side, your team is not going to go 
very far.

The Lady Tribunes look to be 
in good shape to make another 
NJCAA championship run, if they 
play like they now how to, there 
really isn’t a team in the nation 
that can stop them. But only time 
will tell if they continue to play 
great team basketball, which is

what has gotten them this far. If into the tournament but will also Jhe Lady Tribunes basketball 
they continue with their unselfish most likely win it all. team lost its first game in 11
ways, they will not only go deep years.

Tribune men
MATT LANDER

STAFF WRITER

The men’s Tribune basket
ball team is now the eighth-time 
regional champion. After beating 
Erie CC on Sunday, March 1, the 
team improved their record to 27- 
5, winning their thirteenth straight 
game. The team is clicking oiTall

The men’s basketball team 
captured their eighth regional 
win.

Baseball season
CHRIS DEBACK

SPORTS EDITOR

It is baseball season again and 
the Tribune baseball team is ready 
to have a another great season and 
hopefully get further than they did 
last year, when they finished in 
third place at the Junior College 
(JUCO) World Series.

Head baseball coach Mike 
Kelley said, “We’re very young, 
talented, but very inexperienced. 
We should be competitive again 
this year.” The Tribunes will 
only return one starter this year 
and a couple bench players from 
last year’s team. Coach Kelley 
expects the team to be very com
petitive, “we have enough fire 
power to win our region.”

Although Kelley expects grow-

win regional
cylinders as they head into the 
National Junior College Athletic 
Association (NJCAA) National 
Championship.

The first game is against 
Rhode Island Community College 
as the Tribunes start their quest to 
become national champions. It is 
a feat that they were unsuccessful 
at last year when they lost in the 
championship game.

It has been a season full of 
highlights this year, with one of 
the players, Jeron Belin sopho
more guard, named 2009 Region 
III, Division II Player of the Year 
and coach Jerry Bums receiving 
the 2009 Region III Coach of the 
Year award.

The Tribunes stay at home for 
the first game of the tournament 
as they look to advance to the 
championship game once again. 
But this year, the goal is to win 
that national championship and 
bring back the first national cham
pionship in men’s basketball his
tory.

gets under way
ing pains because of how inexpe
rienced the team is, he expects 
that after a number of games they 
will have gained enough experi
ence to make them more than 
competitive, not only in the region 
but also on the national stage. 
“Our success will be determined 
by how we play down in Florida 
in March. It will set the tone for 
the rest of the season,” continued 
Kelley.

The team looks good and on 
track to make another JUCO 
World Series run, but only time 
will tell because of how inex
perienced the team is. But in 
the end, the MCC baseball team 
should have another great season 
and hopefully bring a national 
championship to MCC for the 
first time.

March 13,2009

March 16,2009

Baseball
UConn-Avery Point
Away
10:00 a.m.

Baseball
Ontario Blue Jays Away 
4:00 p.m.

Baseball 
Miami-Hamilton 
Away 
4:00 p.m.

Men’s Lacrosse 
CCBC-Essex 
Home 
2:00 p.m.

Baseball
Milwaukee Area Tech
Away
07:00 PM

March 14,2009

Baseball
Santa Fe CC (DH)
Away 
12:00 p.m.

Softball
Iowa Lakes CC (DH)
Away
11:00 a.m.

March 15,2009

Baseball
Pasco-Hemando CC
Away
2:00 p.m.

Softball 
Kellogg CC 
Away 
9:00 a.m.

Softball
Finlandia University

Softball
Lansing CC (DH)
Away 
9:00 a.m.

Softball 
Macomb CC 
Away 
5:00 p.m.

March 17,2009

Baseball 
St. John’s River 
Away 
6:00 p.m.

March 18,2009

Baseball 
Macomb CC 
Away 
2:00 p.m.

Baseball 
St. John’s River 
Away 
6:00p.m.

Softball 
Waubonsee CC 
Away 
1:00 p.m.

Away 
11:00 a.m.

Schedule
Softball
Ontario Academy
Away
3:00 p.m.

March 19,2009>

Baseball
Daytona State College
Away
11:00 a.m.

Baseball 
Academic 
Away 
8:00 p.m.

Softball
Chesapeake CoDege (DH)
Away 
9:00 a.m.

March 20,2009

Baseball 
Massasoit CC 
Away
10:00 a.m. .|

Baseball
Ontario Blue Jays «■ ■ :;
Away ;,i:
1:00 p.m. i

Softball f

Lackawanna College (DH) I
Away
9:00 a.m. |

March 21,2009 |

Men’s Lacrosse 
Onondaga CC 
Home 
1:00 p.m.


