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Barack Obama
Inaugurated as 44th
President of the
United States
image courtesy of Jacob Langston/ Orlando Sentinel (MCT)

been taken for the safety of the
new President, city visitors, and
the city residents.
The Presidential Inauguration
Nearby subway stations are
is to be held Jan. 20, 2009 to cel to be closed for> two straight
ebrate Barack Obama’s title as days, rooftop access will not be
the fourty-fourth President of the t allowed during the Inauguration,
United States. Such an exciting and there will be no access to
event has held true to promise; surrounding city streets between
every hotel within a two hour 3 a.m. and 7 a.m. on Inauguration
drive of Washington, D.C.has day for a security sweep. City
been booked solid for this life residents will need to show proof
changing scene.
of residency to be able to navigate
In response to the Inauguration in this area.
the following precautions have
For a week, an array of fesMADASYN CZEBINIAK
LIFESTYLES EDITOR

tivites will be held, including
the Swearing-In Ceremony, the
Inaugural Ball, Inaugural Parade
and other exciting galas honoring
the first ever black president of
the United States.
The official theme for the
2009 inauguration is “Renewing
America’s Promise. The SwearingIn Ceremony will begin at 11:30
a.m. which includes the oath of
office and the President’s inau
gural address, a speech setting
out his vision for America and
his goals for the nation. The cer

MCC production to showcase scene at theatre festival
ALISSA SHIELDS
MANAGING EDITOR

photo by Champagne Brown

The cast of “Bing Bang Boom”
will showcase a scene a the
American College Theatre
Festival.

Nine students from the origi
nal cast of “Bing Bang Boom”
are headed to Philadelphia for
the American College Theater
Festival. Once there, the cast
will showcase one scene in which
two of the actresses engage in a
sword fight, as well as attended
several of the hundreds of work
shops offered.
“It’s a great opportunity for stu
dents to learn more about acting.
Broadway actors and directors are
brought in to teach them. It’s the
Super Bowl of college theater,”
says Jim Simmons, MCC profes
sor in the Visual and Performing
Arts department (VaPA) and
director of “Bing Bang Boom.”
While there, students will
also compete for the Irene Ryan
Acting Scholarship.
Nineteen
scholarships will be awarded at
the regional conference. Sixteen
students will receive $500 and
two will receive $2,500.

Some of the original cast
members are retxuning to MCC
after graduation to take part in
the regional festival. Last year,
“Bing Bang Boom” made it to
the top 15 shows in the region
al competition out of over 400
shows from other two and four
year schools in New York, New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland
and Washington, D.C. “It was a
major achievement because we
were up against Carnegie Melon,
New York University and other
big name universities. We also
have a disadvantage being a twoyear school in this competition, so
it’s amazing that we got that far.
I’m very proud,” Simmons said.
Students Libby Fair, Bobby
Kashmir, Jason Spencer, Vanessa
Zingaro, Jessie Wakefield, Lamant
Currey, Amanda Walters, Matt
Corbett and Ricardo Minnis are
attending the American College
Theatre Festival.

emony is to be followed by the
Inaugural Parade, which will take
place at 2:30 p.m. In addition.
President Obama will be host
ing ten inaugural balls; in addi
tion to the previously announced
Commander-in-Chief’s Ball and
the Neighborhood Inaugural
Ball, he will also be appearing
at the Youth Inaugural Ball, five
regional balls, and two others for
his home states of Illinois and
Hawaii.
Even celebrities, such as
Scarlett Johansson and Anne

Hathaway, are getting political.
Deciding not to miss out on the
festivities, these well-known faces
are even going as far as to pay
$500,000 for a special first class
ticket to one of the official balls,
which includes VIP entrance and
other perks. Tickets to the other
balls are less expensive, some as
low as $150, but there is no guar
antee that the President will actu
ally attend them.

Tax time debunked
for first-time filers
ELIZABETH REDDEN
EDITOR IN CHIEF

That dreaded time of year is
approaching, when IRS phone
lines are all tied up and the line
at the post office is out the door.
Tax time has proven difficult for
many, but for those filing taxes
for the first time, the experience
may not be such a negative one.
Everybody who works owes
the government money, which
is generally withheld from each
paycheck. Filing your taxes can
determine if you overpaid or
underpaid the federal and state
governments, which may result in
a personal refund check if over
payment is determined.

If you have not filed your'
taxes in previous years, and are
not required to based on your
income, you may benefit from
government programs intend
ed to help those with little or
no income. If you are unsure if
you must file taxes, the Internal
Revenue Service (IRS) provides
parameters for filing, based on
personal circumstances, which
can be found at irs.gov.
Many who are filing for the
first time will be able to use the
1040 EZ form to file their federal
taxes. This simple form, intended
for single or married people with
no dependents, can be found on
the IRS Web site, and can be
continued on page 3
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Obama's tax breaks will benefit most Americans
JACOB TIERNEY
NEWS EDITOR

Due to the current recession,
many Americans believe that
President-elect Barack Obama’s
plans for the economy will play
a crucial role in his presidency.
He promises to provide numerous
tax cuts for middle-class workers,
while raising taxes for the wealth
iest 2 percent of Americans.
One of the plan’s most promi
nent features is its use of tax cred
its. These are tax deductions that
would be awarded to families and
individuals in a variety of situa
tions.
Obama promises tax credits
to 95 percent of American fami
lies, all those “making work pay.”
Individuals would save $500 on
taxes, while couples would save
$1000. Obama has also promised
to provide a $4,000 tax credit
to cover college expenses in an
attempt to make higher education
affordable for all Americans.
Other credits will be award
ed to aid in mortgage payments,
retirement, health care, childcare,
and even up to $7,000 in tax credit
for purchasing “green” vehicles.
The plan will also simplify the
current tax system, promising that
40 million Americans will be able
to complete their taxes in less than
five minutes without the help of
an accountant.
Tax breaks will be provided
to small businesses that create
American jobs and provide health

care for their workers.
In an attempt to keep federal
taxes fiscally responsible, the plan
will attempt to end many of the
loopholes that exist in the cur
rent system, as well as cracking
down on the offshore “tax havens”
which have, according to a recent
congressional study, cost America
up to $100 billion annually. Tax
breaks implemented by the Bush
administration will be repealed,
raising the taxes on individuals
who earn more than $200,000
a year, or couples earning more
than $250,000.
Obama states that reduc
ing wasteful government spend
ing will pay for these tax cuts.
His plans include ending the war
in Iraq, eliminating or reform
ing unnecessary government pro
grams, and making government
buildings more energy-efficient,
helping the environment while
reducing energy costs.
Some criticize certain aspects
of the plan, calling the tax credits
“welfare in disguise.” These crit
ics state that tax hikes that target
the wealthy are tmfair, and will be
detrimental to the economy.
New York is one of a hand
ful of states that would receive
an overall raise in federal taxes
under the Obama plan due to the
large concentration of wealth in
New York City. However this will
not affect most New Yorkers, who
will still earn the benefits prom
ised.

NEWS EDITOR

MCC is currently asking stu
dents to create their own origi
nal one-act plays for the sec
ond annual Student Playwriting
Competition.
The
contest
is coordinated by MCC’s
“Sixth Act” drama group and is
sponsored by the Creative Arts
Committee.
The winning writers will
receive cash prizes, and their
scripts will be read at an awards
ceremony at MCC’s Black Box

Theater on May 7, 2009. Scripts
should be no longer than 3,000
words. Submissions will be
accepted until April 9, 2009, and
should be sent to Tina Morril in
the English/Philosophy depart
ment.
According to “Sixth Act”
Director Maria Brandt, the com
petition was created last year
in order to fill a void at MCC.
“There is a poetry contest, a short
story contest, several essay con
tests, and a speech contest—but
no contests for writing scripts. In
response to this lack. The Sixth

MCC’s annual “Go Red Day”
is planned for Friday, Feb. 6 at
12:00. All are welcome to participate in this event, which will be
held in the atrium. Members of
the MCC community are encouraged to wear a red shirt; all those
wearing red will be invited to join
as students and faculty members
are arranged in the shape of a
large heart. This image will then
be photographed.
The American Association for
Women in Community Colleges
sponsors the event, which is
intended to raise awareness about
heart health and risks. MCC’s
hospitality students will provide
appetizers.
Donations will be
accepted at the event in order
to support the American Heart
Association.

MCC to provide

image Courtesy of Robert Dorrel and Sharron Okada/Sacramento Bee
(MCT)

Obama’s tax plan will attempt to eliminate many of the loop
holes that exist in the current tax system.

Act instituted its first annual
Student Playwriting Competition
last year.”
Four English professors will
judge the competition: Gail
Bouk, Jeffrey Jones, Caren Pita,
and Maria Brandt. Contestants
are encouraged to write about
any subject that is meaningful to
them. “Playwrights should write
the plays they need to write. Like
all art forms, these scripts need
to come from an authentic place
inside the artist,” says Brandt.
Last year’s winners were
Andrea Evans, Frank Lucci, and
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homeland security
training to
community

Laura Nichols. Evans’s play, enti
tled “Hate Me”, which described
a father’s sexual abuse of his
young daughter, was entered
into a national literary compe
tition sponsored by the League
for Innovation in the Community
College, where it received an hon
orable mention.
More information about the
competition can be obtained by
contacting Gail Bouk at gbouk@
monroecc.edu or Maria Brandt at
mbrandt@monroecc.edu.

Join the Monroe Doctrine for the first meeting of the semester Wednesday, Jan. 28 at 12:00 in 3-134.

Contact Information
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MCC plans annual
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Competition encourages student playwrights
JACOB TIERNEY
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Monroe Community College
is one of five colleges in the |
nation selected to participate in S
a three-year federal program to I
train other U.S. community col- I
leges on citizen preparedness.
■
The goal of the initiative - ■
supported through a $3.5 million*
grant from the Federal Emergency a
Management Agency - is to help 1
people save lives and minimize fl
injuries during an emergency or J
disaster.
i||
In addition to MCC, the other®
selected colleges are Oakland*
Community College in Michigan, M
Miami Dade College in Florida, 1
Pierce College in Washington and 1
Westmoreland County Community I
College in Pennsylvania. The col- I
leges are chosen for their signifi- I
cant homeland security experi- |
ence.
The five colleges will devel
op a Department of Homeland
Security-approved curriculum and
train and mentor a network of
1,200 U.S. community colleges
beginning in 2009. The training
is expected to reach 500,000 com
munity college students, families
and citizens from other commu
nity-based organizations.
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MCC Staff member leaves after
' 11 years o dedicated service
PAT SALVATO
BUSINESS MANAGER

Bette-Ann Bovenzi has left the
■ MCC community after her elevenyear career in the Campus Center
in order to pursue her passion for
social work.
Bovenzi’s career was full of
memorable moments. She spoke
of a recant pleasant memory, of a
student calling to thank her for all
^ of her help. She quickly remem
bered the student, even though she
had not seen him for years.
Her enthusiasm and willing
ness to help has left a permanent

mark on the students at MCC.
Bette-Anne Bovenzi loves the
feeling that she receives from
helping a student achieve his or
her goals. When asked what she
will miss most about MCC, she
replied without hesitation. She
confessed she will miss her best
friend Donna Brennan, but most
of all she says she will miss “the
students, there is not anything
better.”
She would like to work with
emotionally scarred children in
attempts to improve their lives
any way possible.

Public Safety
Report
12/08/08
Damage to Property: Damage to Property Personal
A student attempted to move her vehicle after it was booted
in the loop, causing damage to the vehicle.
12/10/08
submitted photo

Student Government Association changes election process
JACOB TIERNEY
NEWS EDITOR

MCC’s Student Government
Association (SGA) has recently
changed the election process for
members of the student senate.
This is due to the fact that in the
latest election, three out of four
teen senators ran without com
petition.
“To have a ... “perfect bal
lot” with an opponent you need
28 people running for election,
for senate only ... we don’t see

that anymore. We don’t see that
involvement,” says Dan Elliot,
president of the SGA.
Once the new changes take
effect, students who run for posi
tions in the senate unopposed will
automatically be awarded the seat.
Their names will not be put on the
ballot, allowing MCC to save time
and money while cutting unnec
essary red tape. Normal elections
will always be held for the posi
tions of president, vice-president,
and trustee.

Students who run for a senate
seat will still have to fill out the
necessary paperwork, including a
petition including 100 signatures
from currently enrolled MCC stu
dents. This is mandatory regard
less of whether or not there is
competition for a certain position.
When more than one student
desires a position, the campaign
and election process will continue
normally. Applications for posi
tions in SGA will be available
between March and April.

Career Center's job fairs provide opportunities for students

Mental Hygiene Investigation
A resident student was in emotional distress and was arrested
under the mental hygiene law and transported to the hospital
via ambulance.
12/12/08
Harassment: Harassment Investigation
A staff member reports that several voice mail messages have
been left on her office phone.
12/12/08
Violation of MCC Policy
A future student was disruptive in the Admissions Office.
12/12/08
Violation of MCC Policy: Residential Life
Suspect and another unknown person placed a sign over the
CCTV camera in Canal Hall.
12/14/08
Criminal Mischief
A resident hall visitor reported four tires on his vehicle were
slashed while it was parked overnight in Lot E.

J

12/15/08
KENNETH HUGGINS

Petit Larceny
A resident of 53C201 reports that a PlayStation 2 was stolen
from the common area of said suite.

SENIOR WRITER
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Monroe Community College’s
Career Center’s mission statement
expresses dedication to assist
student achievement by offering
career decisions, college transfer
planning, and job searching; the
Career Center helps hundreds of
students a semester.
Their most recent involvement
with the school and the commu
nity was the MCC Nursing Career
Fair, held Jan. 8. Thirty two tables
featuring employers, colleges, and
universities filled the R. Thomas
Flynn Campus Center.
Postcards and flyers notified
the community about the event,

’ and attendees were welcomed
with brochures, yellow roses and
abundant of information pertain
ing to different job opportunities.
“It’s a wonderful set up and
it’s just an excellent program that
they do for the school of nursing.
It shows this career department is
very pro- active,” said Jim Jacobs,
an attendee.
The Career Center is having

12/17/08
Trespass
A person was viewing pornography on a college computer in
9-251. The person was later found to be persona non grata.
12/18/08
Suspicious Condition: Vehicle
A student’s vehicle was covered in eggs and chocolate syrup
while parked in Lot E.
12/18/08
photo by Champagne Brown

The Nursing job fair features employers, colleges and universi
ties to assist nursing students.
another job fair on May 6, 2009
from 11:00 to 1:30. It is open to
the MCC community.
MCC’s Career Center also pro
vides an array of other career,
transfer, and employment servic
es, including self-assesment tests,
internship programs, resume ser
vices, and campus visits to other
colleges. “We have so many dif

ferent kinds of services so we
cover a lot of different areas,”
says Michelle Mayo, Associate
Director of the Career Center.
Anyone can check out what
services the Career Center offers
by stopping into their office in
3-108 or visiting their Web site,
monroecc.edu/depts/careercenter/.

%
MCC presidential search continues - timeline published
The MCC presidential search will be swinging into full gear this semester. The following timeline out
lines the expected deadlines for each part of the process. Check upcoming issues of the Monroe Doctrine to
stay current with the search process.
January:
Initial screening

February:
Committees nar
row the pool,
recommend
semi-finalists

March:
Interviews of
semi-finalists,
narrow to 2-3
finalists.

April:
Interviews and
final vote

May:
SUNY approval
or rejection.

Violation of MCC Policy: Code of Conduct
A residence hall RA found some drug contraband in a
vacated room.
12/19/08
Damage to Property: Damage to Property College
Between 0001 hours and 2057 hours the arm to the entry
gate for Lot K was broken.

TAX TIME from page I
filed on paper or over the internet.
If you do not fit the description for
the 1040 EZ form, this Web site
can recommend the correct form,
depending on your situation. Be
sure to have your W2 form on
hand, provided by your employer
no later than Jan. 31.
If it is determined that you are
not eligible to use the 1040 EZ
form, each form is accompanied
‘by an instruction booklet, to walk
you through the procedure if you
get stuck. Computer programs can

also be utilized that will make
filing easier, and tax preparers
can assist you in finding addi
tional deductions, to minimize the
amount you may owe.
If you chose to utilize software,
it is recommended that you fill out
the paper form first to ensure that
your numbers match up. Whether
you file electronically or by paper,
the forms must be postmarked by
April 15, and must be accompa
nied by your payment if it is deter
mined that you owe.
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Would we be better off without cell phones?
MADASYN CZEBINIAK
LIFESTYLES EDITOR

Last night I was watching “The
Dark Knight.” You know that
amazing movie starring Heath
Ledger as the Joker? Yes, gold.
And very, very amusing. Lots of
graphic effects, bright colors, and
explosions. I’m at the scene where
Batman and Rachael are speed
ing towards gruesome death at the
bottom of a large, upscale build
ing, when la vie bohieme, off goes
old celly.
Am I one of the only people
in the universe that believes life
was so much simpler without cell
phones? Not only did the phone
call ruin my movie but it ended up
being from work, which, to make
matters worse, ended up calling
me in on my day off.
Truth of the matter? Had I
not had a cell phone, such a cri
sis could have been averted. No
one picks up the land line in my
three bedroom house. We screen
for everything. With celly, crisis
was on mega-meter. So absorbed
was I in my movie that I didn’t
think to check the caller ID. Bang.
Suckered right into sudden death.
I’m not one of those technol
ogy experienced people, either.
And believe me, you know the
ones I’m talking about. The ones
who have a specific ring tone for
every single person listed in their
contacts? Excuse me, but what is
the point of that, people? It’s a cell
phone, not a jukebox.
I do not see the reason why a
cell phone should be used for any
thing other than calling someone.
Texting was probably the most
idiotic thing ever invented. Since
texting, more students have been
failing due to distraction during
classes, more people have got
ten into car accidents due to dis
traction while driving, and more
people have gotten fired due to
distraction at work.
And, most of the time, without
even trying, texting always ends
up causing drama. Yes, I said it,
drama. I know, I know that’s a bad
word, but it’s the truth. You can’t

Having read your article
“Bustin’ a cap on voting age,” I
have one question: are you for
real? This is a tongue-in-cheek
article, right? Otherwise, it’s
hard to believe a person of
college age could harbor such
thoughts of disenfranchising a
whole segment (and a major
ity, at that) of our population
because you haven’t the fog
giest notion of what seniors
are all about. I realize this is
only your opinion, and agree
you have every right to it, but
- sorry, kid, your age, imma
turity and inexperience are
showing.

Change takes
time, not magic
|ACOB TIERNEY
NEWS EDITOR

illustration courtesy of MCT Campus

Cell phones provide a useful service, but abuse to that service
causes some to wonder how live would change if cell phones were
no longer part of daily life.
understand the tone someone is
implying while texting. How do
you know for certain whether or
not something is sarcastic or sin
cere?
More couples today have got
ten into fights due to off-scale text
messaging then actually telling
each other the truth and believ
ing in one another. Do you know
how easy it is for someone who
hates your guts to send your boy
friend a message saying you’ve
been cheating on him? Instant
drama. You didn’t cheat on me?
Well, that’s not what Sally said.
You were at your mother’s last
night? Liar, we’re done! Excuse
me? Are you serious?
That whole scene never would
have happened back in the good
old days when people only called
their significant other once, at the
end of the day. And even doing
that was considered risky. Now
if you don’t call her at least three
times every half hour your girl
friend is wondering if you’re mad
at her for something.
What about at two in the morn
ing when you get a text message
and ignore it, only to have your
best friend blow up in your face
the next morning for not answer
ing? Oh, it was important? My

bad. What’s more important at
two in the morning then me try
ing to sleep?
Ever have an argument with
someone over a cell-phone? It’s
so easy and convenient to talk to
them with a push of a button, so
you really don’t think about what
you’re going to say. The fight
escalates into pushing and shov
ing the next time you meet. How
about the same scenario without
a cell-phone? Time to think the
situation through before you see
the other person again. By the
end of the day, you’ve had enough
time to think about everything.
Cell phones have done nothing but
make us anal, retentive, and mor
bidly concerned with everything
that really doesn’t matter.
Well, not everything about
cell phones is bad. Especially if
your car breaks down, and you’re
stranded and you need to call
AAA. All I’m saying is to lighten
up. The world does not revolve
around you and your cell-phone.
Something needs to be said or
done to break all of us out of the
cell-phone funk before it’s too late
and we end up like the people in
“Wall-E.” And believe me, we
don’t want that!

LETTER TO THE EDITOR:
To Asst. Opinion Editor
Justin Willoughby----

PAGE 4

I happen to be 70 years old,
maintain my own home, audit
classes at MCC, do volunteer
work, line dance twice a week,
read the newspapers regularly,
and make regular out-of-town
visits to my 94-year-old father
who also maintains his own
home, reads the paper every
day, etc. My mother passed
her drivers test and renewed
her license at age 94, and was
active mentally and physically
up until her death last year.
Have you visited any senior
centers lately? They know
exactly what’s going on in the
world, and use a computer to do
research and view YouTube.
And did I understand

Once upon a time, the people
of America decided that they were
tired of a plummeting economy,
global warming, two seemingly
endless wars, and pretty much
everything else about the country.
They decided they wanted change,
so they voted Barack Obama
as their new leader. The world
rejoiced, and immediately pov
erty was ended, the ozone layer
had repaired itself, the Middle
East was at peace, and racism had
ended in America.
Or so some people hoped. The
reality of the situation is a bit
more troubling. Obama is only
one man, and even the president is
not all-powerful. Years of damage
cannot be undone with the snap of
a finger. Yet still people seem to
think that the name “Obama” is
some kind of magic incantation,
that their problems will end and
the world will be a better place
now that we have a new leader.
I recently had a conversation
with a woman who was complain
ing about a pay cut at her job.
She hoped that the new president
could help her recover her former
salary, stating: “Obama had better
come through on a few of his cam
paign promises.” This is not how
things work. Our new president
never promised wealth to every
one, because he knows the differ-

image courtesy of MCT Campus

ence between what is possible and
what is not.
Even Barack Obama himself |
stated that the economy was going
to worsen before it improved. The j
“change” he had in mind will
have to take effect gradually, j
implementing new policies that ^
will slowly attempt to remove the
negative structures that currently
are causing so many problems in |
the country. He will do his best, I
but a democratic political system i
is slow moving at best, and our
nation’s momentum could take
years to reverse.
Obama is not a genie. He is a
man, albeit one in a great posi
tion of power. How he uses that
power is up to him, but American
citizens need to be patient, under
standing that even the president
cannot immediately improve
every aspect of their lives.

MCC deserves more student merit
KATIE METZGER
OPINION EDITOR

Okay, so we all know what
people refer to MCC as “thir
teenth grade” and “a continuation
of high school,” but what are peo
ple complaining about? Students
at MCC are saving money and
may even be getting a better edu
cation. According to American
Association of Community
Colleges, the average tuition fees
at public-four year schools is
$5,491, while public community
college fees are $2,191. That’s
right, fellow MCC students, it’s a
$3,300 difference each year that
we are saving.

Not many people know, but in
July of 2008, MCC was ranked
ninth nationally among two-year
colleges and sixteenth among
two- and four-year colleges. So
when your friends start to make
fun of you for deciding to come
here, make sure they know that
little fact.
So to the students that are here
because you didn’t get accepted
to your first choice school, you
might be better off here, and to
the students that chose to go here,
good for you. To the students that
are just transferring here, wel
come to MCC. It’s really not all
that bad if you decide to give it a
chance.

correctly that you “don’t
have that kind of free time,”
to get your butt to the polls
and vote? Nobody has any
free time these days - - it’s up
to you to MAKE the time to
do something that’s important,
regardless of your age.
As I said, this article was
not to be taken seriously, right?
And if it was, I have a piece of
advice for you: clip it out, seal
it in an envelope, and hide it
away for about 50 years. I have
a feeling you just might have a
different opinion then.
Have a great day.
P.S. I did vote for Obama,
as did many other seniors...
-Joan McCormack

The opinions expressed here do not reflect the views of the Monroe
Doctrine editorial staff or Monroe Community College.
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OBAMA INAUGURATION

Franklin D. Roosevelt
March 4,1933

Abraham Lincoln
March 4,1865

//

mm

With malice
toward none,
with charity for all, with
firmness in the right as
God gives us to see the
right, let us strive on to
finish the work we are in,
to bind up the nation's
wounds...”

//

So, first of all,
let me assert my
firm belief that
the only thing we have to
fear is fear itself — name
less, unreasoning, unjusti
fied terror which paralyzes
needed efforts to convert
retreat into advance."

TRANSFER OF POWER

John F. Kennedy
Jan. 20.1961

Ronald Regan
Jan. 20,1981

//

We have every
right to dream
heroic dreams. Those who
say that we are in a time
when there are no heroes
Just don't know where to
look. ”

my fellow
Americans: Ask not what
your country can do for
you — ask what you can
do for your country. ”

George H.W. Bush
Jan. 20,1989

//

Bill Clinton
Jan. 20,1993

We must act on
what we know.
I take as my guide the
hope of a saint: In crucial
things, unity; in important
things, diversity; in all
things, generosity. ”

//

There is
nothing wrong
with America that cannot
be cured by what is right
with America. ”

Reviewing inaugural history
By Robert S. Boyd
McClatchy Newspapers

he inauguration of the first
black president will long be
remembered as a momentous
day in history, but many past
inaugurals also have had their memo
rable moments.
Even Barack Obama’s arrival in the
nation’s capital aboard a special train
recalls his fellow Illinoisan Abraham
Lincoln’s similar train ride in 1861.
Lincoln had to travel the last part of the
trip at night because of an assassination
threat in Baltimore.
Inaugurals are a mixture of pomp,
festival and gravity, the American
equivalent of a coronation. Their ritu
als are laden with symbols of national
purpose, continuity and unity. For 220
years, they have marked the peace
ful transfer of power, a feat few other
countries have achieved.
Presidents have tinkered with the
ceremony to reflect their personal style
and the state of the nation.
There’ve been top hats and bare
heads, cheers and boos along parade
routes, unruly mobs in the \^ite
House, poets and preachers, brilliant
sunshine and bitter cold, glamorous
balls and tragic circumstances
Almost always the day has featured
a solemn swearing in, an inaugural
address, one or more parades, plus par
ties, receptions and fancy balls far into
the night.
The heart of the affair is the inau
gural oath, first recited by George
Washington on the balcony of New
York City’s Federal Hall, the original
seat of government, on April 30,1789.
The 35-word oath is prescribed in
the Constitution, but Washington added
the phrase “So help me God,” and
placed his left hand on a Bible hastily
borrowed from a Masonic Lodge on
Wall Street. Most later presidents have
followed the founding father’s prec
edent.
Washington’s successor, John
Adams, took the oath in Philadelphia’s
Independence Hall. Thomas Jefferson
did it in the new Senate chamber in the
District of Columbia in 1801. James
Monroe moved the ceremony outside to
the east front of the Capitol in 1817.
It remained there until 1981, when
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President Jimmy Carter, center left, and wife Rosalynn walk down Pennsylvania
Avenue in Washington during his 1977 inauguration.
Sub-zero temperatures drove Reagan
inside the Capitol building in 1985 for
his second oath-taking and forced the
cancellation of his parade, disappoint
ing 12,000 marchers, 66 floats and 57
bands.
Thomas Jefferson and Andrew
Jackson showed their common touch
by eschewing carriages and walking up
to Capitol Hill to be sworn in. Jimmy
Carter delighted the crowd and horri
fied the Secret Service by leaving his
armored limousine after the swearingin, and strolling down Pennsylvania
Avenue with his wife and children to
the White House. Both Bushes and the
Clintons walked part of the way at their
inaugurals as well.
Until Benjamin Harrison’s 1889
inauguration, the parades usually
moved up the hill to the Capitol. Since
then, they’ve flowed down the hill
past the White House reviewing stand.
Some grander parades lasted well into
darkness.
After his 1829 parade, Andrew
Jackson opened the White House to
thousands of his hungry and thirsty
followers, who tracked in mud, broke
windows and wrecked furniture.
After Lincoln’s second inaugural in
1865, unruly guests stole silver
.uul JiapcncN
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ing and outgoing presidents. Adams
boycotted Jefferson’s inauguration in
1801. Ulysses Grant refused to ride in
the same carriage as Andrew Johnson
in 1869. Herbert Hoover and Franklin
D. Roosevelt drove to the Capitol in
chilly silence in 1933.
Not all inaugurals have been joy
ous occasions. Andrew Johnson took
the oath in his boarding house the day
after Lincoln’s assassination in April
1865. In 1901, Theodore Roosevelt
was sworn in in Buffalo, N.Y., where
William McKinley had died earlier that
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day.
A grim-faced Lyndon Johnson was
sworn in aboard Air Force One on
the day John F. Kennedy was shot in
Dallas. Gerald Ford took the oath in the
East Room of the White House after
Richard Nixon resigned in 1974.
Ever since Washington, most presi
dents have launched their term with
a formal address, usually calling for
national reconciliation and setting out
their vision for the future.
Washington and Adams gave their
inaugural speeches in person. Jefferson
and a century of his successors sent
theirs to Congress in writing. Wilson
renewed the personal address in 1913.
Some inaugural addresses have
etched lines in the national memory:
■ Thomas Jefferson; “We are all
Republicans, we are all Federalists.”
■ Abraham Lincoln: “With malice
toward none, with charity for all, (let
us) bind up the nation’s wounds.”
■ Franklin Roosevelt: “The only
thing we have to fear is fear itself.”
■ John Kennedy: “Ask not what
your country can do for you — ask
what you can do for your country.’ ’
■ Gerald Ford “Our long national
nightmare is over.”
At Kennedy’s snow-swept inaugural
in 1961, the glare of the sun and a stiff
breeze kept Robert Frost from reading
a poem he had written for the occasion.
Vice President Lyndon Johnson tried to
shade the lectern with his top hat, but
the 86-year-old poet protested “I can’t
see in this light.” Instead, he recited
from memory one of his earlier poems,
“The Gift Outright.”
William Henry Harrison’s 1841
address — an hour and 40 minutes
long, delivered without hat or coat on
a cold, damp day — turned tragic. The
68-year-old Harrison developed pneu
monia and died a month later. His vice
president, John Tyler, was sworn in at
his hotel and never gave an inaugural
address.
The most recent inaugural, George
Bush’s second, was marred by scuffles
with angry protestors. Cries of “war
monger” and “impeach Bush” clashed
with chants of “USA” and “support our
troops” as 13,000 police and soldiers
stood guard.
This year, Obama’s whistlesti'l' iKiin liJc finni Pliil.itk'lphi.i
In W.iNhinglnn. puking up Vuc
PrcNiJeni-

elect Joseph Biden on the way, fol
lows a long line of travels to the
capital by incoming presidents. George
Washingon rode his horse and car
riage from his beloved home at Mount
Vernon to New York. Lincoln whistlestopped from Springfield, the Illinois
capital where Obama declared his can
didacy Feb. 10, 2007.
To read the inaugural addresses of
former presidents: www.
homeofheroes.com/presidents/
inaugural/index.html

Trivia quiz
■ Who gave
the longest
inaugural
address? Wil
Ham Henry
Harrison,
right, March
4,1841. His
speech was
8,445 words long, deliveted„an
an incredibly cold day.
■ Who gave the first televised in
augural address? Harry S. Truman
on Jan. 20,1949.
■Who gave the first inaugural ad
dress to be broadcast live on the in
ternet? Bill Clinton in his second
address, Jan. 20,1997.
■ Who gave an inaugural address
one year, then gave the one AFTER
the next president? Grover Cleve
land gave his second inaugural
address on March 4,1893. To
date, this is the only time a presi
dent has been elected, lost to
his opponent In the next election
cycle, then been elected again to
serve a second term.

President George W. Bush
delivers his 2005 inaugural speech
after taking the oath of office during
ceremonies on the west front of the
U.S. Capitol in Washington.
MC' HOOl PHOIOCiHAI’H BY WIN MCNAMEE?
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Washington’s
new
A
team
Obama’s cabinet ready to create change at the White House
Introducing a new group of political powerhouses. These advisors
were specifically chosen by President Barack Obama to aid him with
everything from health to defense. Republicans and Democrats are
both represented in the new cabinet, along with plenty of experience
from political veterans. They are former senators, governors, a for
mer first lady, and even a Nobel Prize winning physicist. Together
they will try to help the new president to realize his vision for a
nationwide transformation.
Bill Richardson who was Obama’s initial choice for Commerce
Secretary withdrew due to a pending federal investigation and as of
press time a replacement had not been named.
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Hillary
Clinton

Rahm
Emanuel

Secretary of State

Chief of staff

• Born 1947 in Chicago, law

degree from Yale Law School
• First lady experience Traveled
for eight years, visiting more than
80 countries
• Protecting Served on Senate
Armed Services Committee,
which ensures military has
necessary resources to keep
America safe
• Strong voice Has openly
criticized the Bush
administration's handling of Iraq

• Rival to boss Lost tight race
for Democratic nomination
against the president-elect
Source: AP, U.S. Senate

© 2009 MCT

• Born Nov. 29, 1959,

in Chicago
• Joins Bill Clinton’s
presidential campaign in 1992

• Senior adviser to Clinton
at the White House, 1993-1998
• Elected to Congress In 2002;
currently the fourth-highestranking member of the House’s
Democratic leadership
• Helped lead Democrats
to majority control of the
House in 2006
• Known as a Democratic
political pugilist who relentlessly
attacks foes
Source: www.house.gov/emanuel.
Chicago Tribune, AP
© 2008 MCT

Energy Department Secretary
• Born 1948; most of his family
members have at least one
advanced degree
• Brain power Shared 1997
Nobel Prize for physics; says
innovation, as well as regulation,
can solve global warming; fan
of alternative fuels
• Outspoken Vocal supporter
of stronger measures to control
greenhouse emissions
• New to D.C. No experience
with Washington or with
maintaining U.S. stockpiles
of nuclear weapons, a major job
of the Energy Department
Source; New York Times. AP

© 2008 MCT

Daschle

Ame
Duncan

Heahh, Human Services Sec.

Education secretary

• Born 1947; first person in his
family to graduate from college

• Born 1964; mother is a

• Knows Congress Served 26
years in the House and Senate;
was both Senate minority and
majority leader; his office
received anthrax-laden letters
after Sept. 11 attacks

• Change-maker Praised for
reforms he introduced as CEO
of Chicago’s school system, the
nation’s third largest

• Healthcare reformer Says It
should be available, affordable;
says every American should be
required to buy health insurance
• Obama confidant Urged him
to run for president in 2006 and
promised to endorse him
Source; Washington Post. Wall
Street Journal; CQ Today

© 2008 MCT

highly-regarded educator

• Obama ties Helped shape
Obama’s education platform;
lives in same Hyde Park
neighborhood
• Sports bond Has played
pickup basketball with Obama
since the early 1990s; pro
player in Australia for four years
• Bipartisan support from
educators both left and right
Source: Washington Post, AP

J

©2008 MCT
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Treasury Secretary
• Born 1961, New York City;
grew up in India, Thailand,
Zimbabwe; father was an Asia
expert with Ford Foundation
• Knows the drill At Treasury for
13 years in Clinton, elder Bush
eras, rose to undersecretary

Holder

Tom
Vilsack

Ken
Salazar

Ray
LaHood

Attorney Generai

Interior Department Secretary

Interior Department Secretary

Transportation Secretary

• Born 1950; orphaned at birth,
adopted four months later

• Born 1955; family has ranched,
farmed the same Colorado land
for more than 100 years

• Born 1945, grandson
of Lebanese immigrants
• Down time Will be retiring
after representing a rural Illinois
district in Congress since 1995;
second Republican in Cabinet

• Born 1951, New York City;
undergraduate, law degree
from Columbia University
• A first If confirmed, will
become the first AfricanAmerican attorney general

• Like Obama Friends say he’s
calm, a smart guy motivated by
challenges, works behind the
scene, likes pickup basketball

• Nothing new Has held many
jobs at Justice Department;
corruption squad, U.S. attorney
for D.C.; Janet Reno’s deputy
during Clinton era

• Key player Has helped shape
response to credit crisis in
current job as head of the New
York Federal Reserve Bank

• Achilles’ heel Though widely
respected, will be quizzed about
role in 2001 pardon of fugitive
financier Marc Rich

Source: AP. McClalchy Washington Bureau
Graphic: Judy Treible
© 2006 MCT

Janet
Napolitano
Homeland Security Secretary

• Born 1957, New York City; law

degree from University of Virginia

• Fighting governor As
Arizona’s governor, pushed to
curb illegal immigration and
increased security of state
driver’s licenses
• Disaster experience While
a U.S. attorney, helped Arizona
respond to Amtrak derailment
near Phoenix; helped manage
portion of Oklahoma City
bombing investigation
• One of the best Chosen by
Time magazine as one of
America’s Top Five Governors
Source: AP. National Governors
Association

© 2006 MCT

Source; Washington Post, AP Office
of the President Elect
© 2008 MCT

Gates
Defense Secretary
• Born 1943 in Wichita, Kan.;
earned a doctorate in Russian
history from Georgetown Univ.
• Spy and scholar Career CIA
man who rose through the ranks
to director; president of Texas
A&M University
• The anti-Runsfeld Appointed
defense secretary in 2006;
unlike his predecessor, known
for his calm demeanor, caution
• Tough, but fair Fired officers
he thought were derelict; liked
by the Joint Chiefs, Congress
since he consults with them
Source; U.S. Defense Department.
Time, New York Times
© 2009 MCT

• 2008 presidential ambitions
An early candidate, but dropped
out, then stumped for Clinton
• Proven leader In 30-year
political career in Iowa, has held
offices ranging from small-town
mayor to governor
• Big on alternative fuel
Supports corn-based ethanol,
tax breaks for ethanol industry,
views popular with Iowa farmers
• Knows commodities But no
experience with specialty crops
Source; Washington Post. AP.
McCiatchy Washington Bureau

• Senate record Tried to curb
Bush’s energy exploration of the
West; backed offshore oil drilling
• Liked by both business and
environmentalists Say he’ll be
honest broker, although some
want retooling of a department
marred by controversy
0 2008 MCT

© 2008 MCT

Shaun
Donovan
Housing and Urban
Development Secretary
• Born 1966, worked as architect
in New York and Italy
• Job experience New York City’s
housing commissioner, expanded
affordable housing
• Very knowledgeable Served
as a visiting scholar at New
York University; studied
federally-assisted housing
• Obama supporter Took leave
of absence from job to campaign
• Big assignment Focus on
foreclosures and increase the
number of families able to
remain in their homes
Source. AP, L A. Times

• Deal maker Experts say he’ll
offer compromises on divisive
issues such as drilling, mining,
endangered species protection

© 2009 MCT

Source: AP. Washington Post

• Getting around Has record
of supporting funding for
Amtrak and public transit
• Bridging the gap Network
of relationships with members
of Congress from both parties
• High praise Former Federal
Aviation Administration chief
counsel says “outstanding
bipartisan pick for new president”
Source: Chicago Tribune. AP

© 2008 MCT

Shinseki

Solis

Veterans Affairs secretary

Labor Secretary

• Born 1942, in Hawaii
• Lifer 38 years in the Army;
seriously wounded in Vietnam;
was the highest-ranking
Asian-American in the military
• Truth to power As Army chief
of staff told Congress that U.S.
troop levels for Iraq War were too
low, infuriating then-Secretary of
Defense Rumsfeld; he was
forced out, but later vindicated
• Fan with troops Rumsfeld
controversy made him popular
with troops in Iraq and veterans
Source: AP. McCiatchy Washington
Bureau, New York Times
© 2008 MCT

• Born 1957; first in family to
attend college; father was born
in Mexico, mother in Nicaragua
• Pro-worker, pro-union
Supported legislation to raise
the minimum wage, make it
easier for workers to unionize
• Trailblazer First Latina elected
to Calif, state Senate in 1994
• Going green Helped pass a
bill in Congress to train workers
in ’’green building” construction
• NAFTA critic Has spoken out
against free-trade deals
Source: AP, LA Times, McClalchy
Washington Bureau
©2008 MCT
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Published MCC Professors
Tony Vinci
ALISSA SHIELDS
MANAGING EDITOR

Q: What’s the title of the book
that you wrote or co-wrote?
A: “Culture, Identities, and
Technology in the Star Wars
■sTilms: Essays on the Two
Trilogies.” Please don’t blame
^Professor Silvio or myself for

image courtesy of Lionsgate

The Spirit
KATIE METZGER
OPINION EDITOR

Seeing previews for “The
Spirit,” I was excited to see how
everything was going to be pre
sented through the whole movie,
but afterwards I was kind of dis
appointed.
Of course the actors were
good, but the dialogue was overly
cheesy at some points and that
made me kind of iffy in the first
place. The women in this movie

however were pretty phenome
nal, and Samuel Jackson was out
standing.
If you’re looking for a visual
movie to go see I would recom
mend it, if you’re looking for an
easy to follow story line you may
want to think twice.

moom mEwmw

Just After Sunset
MADASYN CZEBINIAK
LIFESTYLES EDITOR

Stephen King fans will not
be disappointed by his new book
“Just After Sunset.” True to his
word, the King has once again
unleashed a masterpiece that
will astound veteran readers and
inspire new ones with a mass of
chilling, spine-tingling tales. “Just
After Sunset” is a collaboration
of short stories that are guaran
teed to keep you on the edge of
your seat!
The novel features stories such
as “Anaya,” the tale of a blind girl
who works miracles with kiss
es and a touch upon the hand.
Another, “The Gingerbread Girl,”
is a story of a susceptible yet
resourceful woman. If that doesn’t
interest you, how about the story
of a grieving book salesman who

this; the publisher created the
title.
Q: Why did you choose to
write (or co-write) a btxik?
A: Personally, the “Star Wars”
films were probably more signif
icant in helping me to develop a
worldview than my parents were.
They discuss identity, spiritual
ity, and social activism in ways
that I’ve always found engaging
and challenging. So, I wanted
to explore these aspects of the
films.
Prote.ssionally, it was a great
opportunity to work with and
pearn from someone who is a
sharper thinker and stronger
scholar than I am.
Academically, the scholarship
on Star Wars prior to our study
was fairly two-dimensional in
that most of it seemed to ignore
questions about the cultural rel
evance of the films, so there
seemed to be an important intel
lectual gap that needed to be
filled.
Q: How long did it take you
to complete?

I

A: Around two years.
Q: How did you go about
finding a publisher?
A: We knew which publisher
we wanted, so we went to a rep
resentative of that publisher at a
scholarly conference. The rest
was just doing the work—writing
and revising a prospectus, work
ing tirelessly on drafts of each
chapter^ etc.
Q: What are you hoping the
reader would get out of your
book?
A: More than anything, I
hope that readers will be able
to re-read the films with an eye
toward how they reflect, and in
part influence, contemporary
American culture.
Q: Has it been lucrative?
A: Well, it’s purchased a few
dinners at The King and 1, but
that’s about it.
Q: If you had writers block,
how did you get through it?
A: I don’t really believe in
writer’s block. If I’m having a
slow day, where words aren’t
working, 1 look for food—new
books, new articles—or I’ll re
read some of my favorite pas
sages from books that have had
a profound impact on me. It’s
the basic rule of writing that the
more you read, the more you can
write.
Q: Is there any work that you
have to do now that your book it
published?

tmmm

Did you know...
MCC offers a video game
design class?

CONTACT INFORMATION
Tony M. Vinci
Assistant Professor of
English
Tvinci2@monroecc.edu
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Mortal Kombat Vs. DC Universe
CHARLIE ROCKFORD

picks up a mute hitchhiker, not
knowing that he listens a bit too
well?
The stories in “Just After
Sunset” are very much like dusk
itself Whether you call it dusk
or twilight, sundown is the time
when the concepts of human
intercourse appear in their most
raw, vulnerable forms. King’s fas
cination of the relative closeness
between life and death will keep
readers fascinated, if not a bit
confused throughout. For anyone
who enjoys a brain-teaser and a
bit of a ghost chase, this collection
is for you.

A: Write another one.
Q: Was there anything that
helped you write (a favorite pair
of slippers, a certain snack, back
ground noise etc...)
A: For critical writing, I like
being alone in the quiet dark with
a lot of chocolate—Milky Way
Midnights if possible. For cre
ative writing, give me the buzz
of lame conversation at a coffee
shop or a “Buffy” episode in the
background. And tea, undrinkably-hot, overly-sweetened Earl
Grey.

STAFF WRITER

When fighting games were
introduced, something we never
expected to see in them were
comic book characters. This trend
was started in the popular “Marvel
Vs. Capcom” series, and is contin
ued in “Mortal Kombat vs. DC
Universe”. For years, “Mortal
Kombat” has been a premier fight
ing game, and in its latest effort,
the fighters take on the mighty
superheroes from DC comics. So
how do DC comic characters fit
in with “Mortal Kombat” char
acters, and are any of the Mortal
Kombat warriors tough enough to
survive a punch to the face from
Superman?
All the characters from the
DC universe are here, such as
Superman, Batman, Wonder
Woman,
The
Flash,
and
Catwoman, as well as nemesis
characters Lex Luthor and The
Joker. These characters fit in well
with “Mortal Kombat” characters,
without feeling like they were put
in the game strictly for publicity.
They don’t take away from the
experience, either, and the game is
classic “Mortal Kombat” fighting
through and through.
All the classic special moves
are here, such as Liu Kang’s fire

image courtesy of Amazon

balls. Scorpion’s spear, and SubZero’s freeze moves. In addition,
the DC characters have their own
set of moves, and the game does
a very good job of giving charac
ters moves that reflect their comic
book personalities.
The game also introduces a
few new fighting mechanics. The
first is called klose kombat. When
you are near your opponent, you
can initiate klose kombat, which
brings the action up close. This
feels more like a guessing game,
when trying to figure out what
button to press to counter you
opponent’s moves. In freefall
kombat, players battle each other
while falling to the next stage.
This mechanic is more straight
forward, as it only utilizes one or
two buttons at once. It’s also a lot

more fun to watch.
In addition to the new fighting
mechanics, each character has the
ability to perform rage attacks,
which are triggered by press
ing two shoulder buttons on the
controller when your rage meter
is full. The meter fills as you
take hits, and have your attacks
blocked. When activated, rage
makes your attacks more power
ful, but you can also take more*
damage than you normally would
if you are hit during it.
The game has a story mode,
and you can play through it from
both the “Mortal Kombat” and
“DC Universe” perspectives. It is
over pretty quickly, but is excit-;
ing while it lasts. There is also a
mode called kombo challenge, in
which every character has their
own set of ten very hard combos
to complete.
In
conclusion,
“Mortal
Kombat” fans had doubts that this
game would be any good, but it
looks and plays just as good as
any game in the series.
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Social
networks
distract
students
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Home HIV
tests are now
available

TOE

MADASYN CZEBINIAK
LIFESTYLES EDITOR

MADASYN CZEBINIAK
LIFESTYLES EDITOR

Two of the most visited sites
on the Internet, Facebook and
MySpace, have the college scene
in an uproar. In terms of visitors
per day, Facebook is already
ranking third in the world.
MySpace is lagging behind, but
Tom is still putting up a fight for
his loyal followers.
Though Facebook has virtu
ally eclipsed MySpace in page
view ratings and time spent play
ing around on the site, students
still seem to gravitate towards
one or the other, one to three
times per day, maybe even up to
ten times if they’re bored. These
sites provide the easy access to
check up on friends, status’, and
applications. But could some
thing so fun, so entertaining,
actually be leading some stu
dents to their downfall?
Though these sites may be
fun, they also put a damper
on the things students should
I really spend time concentrating
[on - schoolwork and classes.
It’s not that hard to sign on to
Facebook or MySpace thinking
that you’ll only be there for five
minutes and end up hanging out
for twenty.
j Also, with all of the advanced
I technology, students don’t even
[ need to be sitting in front of a
[computer to access these sites.
They can access them from their
'cell phones, which can cause
'serious distraction in classes.
It’s really quite easy for some[ one to whip out their cell phone
; without anyone else in the class
knowing, and waste the entire
lecture. In the end, that long
speech the Professor just uttered
about the Great Wall of China
has not been heard. What was
the point of even going to class?
Facebook even has groups
called T was doing homework
tand ended up on Facebook’ and
[‘Facebook is the reason I’m fail
ing 3 classes’.
In the end it’s up to stu
dents to put the phone, or mouse
down. Is the opportunity to
check on your ex-boyfriend or
girlfriend’s recent status or rela
tionship profile really worth it
in the long run?

So, what is YOUR New Year's resolution?
To slap my
student aide in the
head once a day

To appear in
the M.D. Crime
Blotter.

-Jeff Dawley

-

Tommy Pollizi

To build a better
relationship with
my family.
-

Brianna Kane

To skip being a

To make the

bitch.

Dean’s List.

-Kelsey Gendron

-Chris Spinks

To lose weight.

-Miketa Lisbon

To further my

To stay more

education.

focused so I can

-Henry Brown

graduate.

-Tamara Wallace

RA applications due
Applications are due Feb. 11.
Anyone interested in this position
can find an application online at
www.monroecc.edu/depts/reshall/
StudentLeadershipJob.htm.
Applications must be submitted to
the Housing and Res Life office in
Building 1 Room 108.

m
To graduate from
college.

-Alyssa Wilson

Currently there are close to
900,000 people in the United
States living with HIV or AIDS.
Every year, 40,000 new people
join them. Approximately 300,000
do not know they have the dis
ease, and 15,000 new people
are diagnosed each day. Human
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV)
is the virus that causes Acquired
Immune Deficiency Syndrome
(AIDS), for which there is no
known cure.
The only sure way to know
if someone is HIV positive is by
testing. One of the biggest con
cerns with HIV testing is the lack
thereof. If HIV is discovered early
there is a chance it could be treat
ed. Though clinical testing is safe
and reliable, a big reason people
refuse is due to privacy issues.
Though no one but the patient,
trained professional, or doctor
know the results, it still makes
people antsy.
People believe they should be
able to take a test themselves, in
the privacy of their own home,
without having to worry about
a visit to a clinic or a physician.
This is now a possibility. HIV
testing has come a long way over
the years. Now discreet, rapid tests
that only require a single drop of
blood, or even saliva, to diagnose
any antibodies present, have been
introduced.
One of these take-home tests
is known as the B-Safe Test. The
presence of two pink-rose color
bands (under T and C) within
the test result window. No matter
which band appears first, it indi
cates a positive result. The pres
ence of a single pink-rose color
band (under C) indicates a nega
tive result. This while process
takes somewhere around five to
ten minutes and is blood based.
Another tests is known as the
Oral Mucosal Transudate (OMT)
Test. OMT is a fluid that is secret
ed at the base of the gums before
it becomes saliva. In response to a
blood test which can be upsetting
for many patients, OMT is pain
less and delivers results in approx
imately twenty minutes. The test
works since the level of antibodies
in OMT is comparable to that of
blood plasma.
Though these new tests may
help with anxiety issues, you
should never rely on a single
screening result. It is strongly
advised to check again for result
confirmation. Although a posi
tive result may indicate the HIV1, or HIV-2 virus, a diagnosis of
AIDS can only be made on clini
cal grounds.
Even if you practice safe sex
and have not had any contact
with shared needles, you should
get tested regularly for HIV and
AIDS.
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Four students
named to fall
All-American
sports teams
FourMCC athletes were named
to fall All-American teams by the
National Junior College Athletic
Association.
Women’s soccer players Maura
Martin and Kimika Forbes, men’s
soccer player Shastri Spencer
and volleyball player Lauren
Krajewski were honored.
Martin and Forbes helped lead
the Tribunes back to the NJCAA
national tournament. Martin, who
was named to the first team, fin
ished the year with six goals and
two assists and was the Region
III Player of the Year. Forbes, an
honorable mention, allowed 0.88
goals per game.
Spencer was also an honorable
mention selection. The sopho
more led Monroe with 26 points
on nine goals and eight assists.
Krajewski was a first-team
selection. The WNYAC player of
the year was among the nation’s
leaders in hitting efficiency (47.4
percent) and kills per game (4.3).

Kimika Forbes
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Successful volleyball
season for Lady Tribunes
CHRIS DEBACK
SPORTS EDITOR

The women’s volleyball team
played a hard season that ended
with a record of 19-12. Although
they did not meet the expectations
of winning regionals, in the end
they had a great season. Coach
Tara Jehlen said, “The moment
that defined our season best was
our win over Genesee Community
College. Not once, but twice in
one week. The athletes played
phenomenal. I was very proud of
all of them. It was something that
MCC has never done before.”
Although when asked to name
a MVP she replied, “I have never

been one to single out a player as
there are six people on the court
along with those on the bench that
contribute to a win or a loss.”
Four players will be returning
to the team next season, which
should give them a major advan
tage when it comes to experience
on the court, although they will
be losing 5 players who are either
moving on or have no eligibility
left, which will hurt the team’s
depth. But all in all, the team
had a great year and played their
hearts out, which is all you can
really ask of any one team. I give
the team a B for the season.

Women's lacrosse
informational meeting
The Women’s Lacrosse Team
will be holding an information
al meeting on Friday, Jan. 30 in
building 10, room 142 at 3 p.m. at
MCC’s Brighton campus. Anyone

interested in playing may attend.
If you have any questions, con
tact head coach Craig Chamberlain
at 292-2830 or cchamberlain®
monroecc.edu

Sports
Schedule

All unattributed material
courtesy ofMCC Athletics

Lifesports:
Snowmobiling is winter enjoyment
for adrenaline seekers
lACOB TIERNEY
NEWS EDITOR

I had my first encounter with
snowmobiling several winters
ago, when a friend of mine took
my family for a ride on his snow
mobiles. They are not the large,
fast, full powered snowmobiles
usually sold; they are much small
er and only have a maximum
speed of about 45 miles per hour.
While this doesn’t always provide
the adrenaline rush expected from
larger models, it does have quite a
few advantages. For example, we
can load all three of them into the
back of my friend’s truck, no trail
er required. For another, my little
sister can get in on the fun along
with the rest of the family.
I was surprised to learn that
New York State is full of inter
connecting snowmobile trails.
Many people enjoy this activity as
a way to get outside, explore usu
ally unnoticed areas of the region,
and enjoy the speed and excite
ment a snowmobile can provide.
I first realized the large num
ber of snowmobile enthusiasts
when I took a trip along the trails
to Indian Falls, NY. This is a tiny
town with two claims to fame: A

Hockey

Men’s Basketball
January 20, 2009
vs. Jamestown CC
8:00 PM

January 30,2009
vs. St. John Fisher Club
7:00 PM

January 27, 2009
vs. Alfred State
8:00 PM

February 4, 2009
vs. Erie CC
7:00 PM

January 29, 2009
vs. Jamestown-Olean
7:00 PM

Women’s Basketball
January 20, 2009
vs. Jamestown CC
6;00 PM

Swimming
January 28, 2009
Genesee CC
6:00 PM

fc.

image courtesy of Roger Phillips/Idaho Statesman/MCT

Snowboarding can provide a rush of adrenaline for those looking
to experience extreme winter sports or enjoy a leisurely ride.

waterfall and a restaurant. The
latter is a snowmobilers’ hot spot;
when I visited, at least half of the
vehicles in the parking lot had
skis instead of wheels.
For those more serious about
this sport, there are plenty of
clubs and organizations to join.
The New York State Snowmobile
Association can point enthusiasts
in the right direction by provid
ing a listing of local clubs, as well
as other resources. Snowmobile

racing provides a way to take the
excitement to a new level.
The downside to this excit
ing winter sport is, of course, the
price. Snowmobiles aren’t cheap,
especially when gas and mainte
nance are considered. However,
those who can beg, borrow, or buy
a snowmobile should definitely
experience this exciting diversion
from the usually dreary Rochester
winter.

January 27, 2009
vs. Alfred State
6:00 PM

Want to see more
original sports?
Stop by the Monroe Doctrine office!
on Wednesday at 12:00 in 3-134.
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IP you have the time, moat rooms
can. he painted with Whiteout stolen
from Kinkos! One hottle = 1 Sq,. Foot

WELL BABY NEW
YEAR, HERE ARE A
FEW LITTLE ISSUES
LEFTOVER FROM
2008 YOU'LL HAVE
TO PEAL WITH.

I'LL TURN THE PAGE ON MY

CALENPAR AMD

MY LIFE! HERBS
TO AN INJURY-FREE NEW YEAR!

Crossword

© 2008 Jay Schiller & Greg Cravens

12/26

--------------------- --------------------------------------- ------

COBfzA POSE ASSISTBD BY
chocolate: mousse

ACROSS
1 Military post
5 Mil. branch
9 Monica of tennis
14 _and crafts
15 George Beverly
or John
16 Without heip
17 Ticket datum
18 Do a postai job
19 Slack
20 Small harbor
22 Keeps busy
24 Take the wheel
25 Part of SALT
29 Bonkers
31 Michelle of the
golf
32 Period
33 Animal holder
36 Lanai, e.g.
39 Part of USNA
40 Tough to crack
41 Thickset
42 Pitchfork part
43 Coach
Parseghian
44 Good to
consume
45 Will beneficiary
46 Mazel__I
47 Mineo or Maglie
48 HST’s
successor
50 Superlatively
surreptitious
54 “Guys and__”
58 Cold season
59 Attribute
60 Dairy product
63 Neat and tidy
65 Grudging praise
66 Sound
component
67 Eye covetously
68 “You’ve Got__’’
69 Outdoes
70 Auction off
71 One team

1/10/09

© 2009
Tribune
Media Services, Inc.
All
rights
reserved.

7 Be worthy of
8 Feline wail
9 Greeted with
respect
10 Wed on the sly
11 Old card game
12 Printer’s spaces
13 Bishop’s
territory
21 Song syllable
23 Having been
canonized
26 Granter of
wishes
27 Shiraz resident
28 Spelunker
30 Treat with
contempt
33 Breezy
DOWN
exchanges
1 Groundwork
34 Hammerin’
2__you the
Hank
35 Somber
clever onel
3 Old hat
37 Knives for
4 Regarded highly
stabbing
5 Amer. ship
38 High shot
designation
42 Mathematical
6 Gunfire
propositions

Solutions
3 a 1
T 1 V
k A N
1 1 V
S T 1
b
3
A
V

0
3
3
S

44
49
51
52
53
55

s
l/M

3
b 1
0 a
3 a
1 3 H
N 1 1
V N
a
H 3
3
1 0 3 1
d n
S O 0 T
N 0 1 V
3 1 3 s

1 1 3
3 1 0
1 b
b 3
1 S
a
3 1 a
1 n 0
N V 1
1 M
V b 1
S 3 1
■ 1
b

11

S
O
i
1
3
1
1
i
S

11 os
1
ifli
N 1
1 »

V

s

a 3

s

1 S 3
1 a n
V 3 b
M
V 3 N
A 0
V b
a b V
3 3 V

1
a V I/M
S
b 3 3 1
1
i 3 h N
0 s
i V 3
V 3 H s
S i b
3 s V
0 lAI S n

Inuit people
Taboo spray
Look forward to
Twilled cloth
Vocal quaver
Island near
Maui

9
V

0
S
1
V
H

0
S
1
S
V

a

56 Furiously
angry
57 Panache
60 Taxi
61 Paris street
62 Magazine VIPs
64 Singer Torme
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