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plans on researching the effects of other presidents’ orders, 
particularly Abraham Lincoln and Franklin Roosevelt.

On campus, Wood has spent his three years working 
at The Square in the Brockport College Union, 

and has found more casual involvement 
in the past year as a member of the 

Political Science Club. Wood’s 
standing at Brockport has also 

assisted in providing him with 
many useful off-campus 
opportunities — most 
notably, he was able to work 
with the Genesee County 
District Attorney in Batavia, 
New York. This internship 
included reviewing 
evidentiary  documents and 

footage for eight hours per 
week on behalf of the DA. 

Wood wants to use 
what he learned through these 

opportunities to the best of his 
ability, and has his heart set on 

becoming a lawyer, with a concentration 
in US civil and constitutional rights. After 

graduating from SUNY Brockport, he plans to attend 
either SUNY Buffalo or Cornell University to further his 
education, starting in the Fall of 2021.

To explain his academic success, Wood credits his 
determination to sit “front and center” in many of his 
classes. He believes this small change in perception has 
helped his ability to focus on lectures and better retain 
information. When asked what advice he would have for 
future students, Honors or otherwise, he stresses that they 
attempt to do the same.

Tyler Wood is a senior at SUNY Brockport who plans 
to graduate at the end of Fall 2020 with an undergraduate 
degree in political science and a minor in history. Wood 
chose to attend Brockport due to the college’s 
proximity to his home in Albion, New 
York. His high school counselor 
suggested his excellent grades and 
test scores would be able to get 
him into the esteemed Honors 
College, and it would be 
something worth applying 
to. Fortunately, he took their 
advice and was welcomed 
into the program the 
following Fall.

Wood has shown 
nothing but respect and 
appreciation for SUNY 
Brockport over the years. He 
asserts the Honors College has 
given him “a lot of benefits that 
make it very easy to stay here” and 
goes on to credit the Honors lounge, 
a computer lab in the Albert W. Brown 
building that provides all Honors students with 
free printing and a comfortable environment to study and 
conduct research. Wood also acknowledges the positive 
impact of the school’s Honors courses and how they have 
proven useful for his thesis research.

Like any other student involved in the Honors College, 
Wood has been using the latter half of his undergraduate 
career to work on a comprehensive thesis paper. His topic 
is President Donald Trump’s use of controversial executive 
orders over the course of his first term, and what that use 
means for both the shift in power in the executive branch 
and the public opinion on the position as a whole. He also 
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Wood has shown nothing but respect and appreciation for SUNY Brockport 
over the years. He asserts the Honors College has given him “a lot of benefits that 

make it very easy to stay here.”



A welcoming host to students from SUNY Brockport 
even after retiring from 41 years of teaching, Richard 
Fenton never dreamed that one day he would have entered 
the teaching field. Growing up in Bloomfield, 
Connecticut, he, like many of his peers 
at the University of Connecticut, had 
had plans of spending a few years in 
the ROTC before he even gave a 
thought about his future career. 
With the ending of World 
War II, and the Vietnam War 
on the horizon, the future 
was an uncertainty for many 
people. Men expected that 
they could be drafted, and 
Fenton chose to serve as a 
first lieutenant in the Army 
before he decided where his 
career was going to turn next.

He remembers that 
readjusting to student life during 
his junior year of college was a 
struggle, but by his senior year, he 
married his wife Joan and was doing well 
enough academically to warrant a phone call from 
a professor in the economics department, who wanted 
him to attend a meeting. It was a seminar regarding the 
institution of a new economics program, and the faculty 
was aiming to persuade him and a handful of others to 
attend graduate school for the subject. 

At the time, Fenton had had no initial plans to 
continue his schooling. The Connecticut capital city, 
Hartford, was known as the city of insurance companies, 
and most students either entered the business for the 
comfortable living it offered, or continued in their service 
in the military. Not completely sold on insurance, he had 
intended on staying in the Army, where he would receive 
an undergraduate degree as a lieutenant in the inactive 
reserves. However, since faculty members were encouraging 
him to earn his master’s, that became part of the plan as 
well. He ultimately went to the University of Rochester.

It was here in New York he found his love of teaching. 
While the University of Rochester gave him a fellowship 

income of $2,000, — a reasonable sum at the time 
— Fenton very quickly realized the money wouldn’t 
be enough to make a living and he began instructing 

night courses at the Rochester Institute of 
Technology for some additional income. 

The courses were his first taste of 
teaching, and those first experiences 

influenced him to keep on that 
career path. 

His fellowship with the 
university ended in June 
1966. Fenton then taught 
statistics and economics 
at St. John Fisher College 
for six months when he 
received active orders 
in January to go to Fort 
Benning, Georgia, to work in 

military intelligence. He spent 
his final year at Fort Holabird 

in Maryland where he was third 
in command in the operations office 

and was promoted to captain. 
In 1968, he returned to New York to 

finish his master’s and began teaching full-time at 
SUNY Brockport. At this time, Fenton began earning his 
PhD at the University at Buffalo after he was “swept off 
his feet” by the chairman of the Economics Department, 
Rawle Farley, in 1967, and never went to any of the other 
four grad school interviews he’d had lined up. A week or so 
later, Time Magazine came out with a cover story talking 
about the “explosion of SUNY” as an institution, and 
Fenton recalls fondly how “exciting of a time” it was for 
him and education.

When asked about his favorite aspect of his time at 
Brockport, Fenton immediately replied it was teaching. 
He loved working with the students and being in the 
classroom, and everything else that came with the 
profession. 

About 10-15 years into his teaching career, he began 
going to conferences that discussed ways of changing the 
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classroom, and one of the favorite ideas he helped develop 
was the elimination of tuition in favor of having graduates 
remain in the state four years after receiving their degree. 
Fenton argued this model increased the likelihood students 
would stay in New York after graduating, which would 
serve to improve the state economy. The idea was well-
received and evolved into the Excelsior Scholarship offered 
today.

One of his other projects in the final decade of his 
teaching was the creation of the Delta College, which 
was then known as the Alternate College. Funded by a 
Carnegie Grant and taught in the upper level of Cooper 
Hall, in the Blue Room, the program was an experiment 
playing with the concept of “time-shortening.” This was 
an attempt by Fenton and several faculty members at 
modifying the freshman year experience because of overlap 
that studies found in students’ experiences going from 
their senior year of high school to their first year of college. 

Between the four professors in the classroom teaching 
at different times in the day, Fenton says they shared 
roughly 400 students that first year, with him teaching 
economics while the other three professors offered 
domestic and international political science and history. 
Teaching with the Delta College gave him the opportunity 
to also develop the ECON 100 course to better provide 
an understanding of the division between micro- and 
macroeconomics.

When Fenton won the Chancellor’s Award for 
Excellence in Teaching in 1989, he felt a great deal of 
surprise and happiness. Simultaneously working in the 
Economics Department and in Delta College, he was put 
in a “funny position”: because of his needing to go back 
and forth, neither department was reviewing his work to 
nominate him. However, at some point he was nominated, 

and after decades since receiving the esteemed Chancellor’s 
Award, he still feels a swell of pride. 

Throughout the years, the Fentons have regularly 
contributed money every year to the college’s existing 
scholarships. At a friend’s suggestion, they decided to start 
their own scholarship — the Richard J. and Joan Fenton 
Scholarship. One award is given to students majoring 
in Arts for Children while the other award is given to 
a business or economic major. The best part he says is 
meeting the recipients: “It’s an uplifting experience.” 

Since his retirement from teaching economics at SUNY 
Brockport in 2009, Fenton and his wife have remained 
active participants in the college’s community, although 
he’d always thought they’d go back to Connecticut after 
retirement. 

In 1985, the Fentons bought a piece of land in a 
beautiful lakeside community at the foothills of the 
Berkshires with the intent to build a house. However, the 
land was a bit difficult to tend and in 1995 they traded 
it for another property. Together, three generations of 
Fenton men over a six-year period slowly constructed a 
raftered home with an immense attic and basement that 
was big enough to house not only himself and his wife, but 
his two sons’ families. However, while the project was a 
wonderful bonding experience, Fenton and his wife missed 
Brockport, and returned to the house they’d lived in for 50 
years not long after its completion. 

The pair has served jointly on two or three 
committees for so long they’re often been referred to 
as though they were one person. As of late, they are a 
part of the Foundation Board and the Alumni Board, 
and they continue to travel to conferences involving 
the improvement of education. At home, students from 
campus can often be seen as guests at their residence.

One of his other projects in the final decade of his teaching was the creation of the 
Delta College, which was then known as the Alternate College. Funded by a Carnegie 
Grant and taught in the upper level of Cooper Hall, in the Blue Room, the program 

was an experiment playing with the concept of “time-shortening.” This was an attempt 
by Fenton and several faculty members at modifying the freshman year experience 

because of overlap that studies found in students’ experiences going from their senior 
year of high school to their first year of college.
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Marisa Ballaro

Surrounded by a friendly community in Buffalo, New 
York, Marisa Ballaro learned to live her life dancing to the 
rhythm of opportunities she’d built for herself. Having 
grown up in her mother’s ballet studio, she found a love 
for working with her hands, and to this day makes it a 
point to render each moment to its fullest potential, no 
matter the goal she sets for herself. She teaches dance at 
The Brearley School in Manhattan, and is the founding 
artistic director of Ballaro Dance, where she’s responsible 
for choreographing and directing performances for her 
troupe, spinning every performance into a new illustration 
of dance. She and her dancers have performed in multiple 
cities, and her company’s values are founded on three 
pillars: SEE, MOVE, and SHARE, where artists, dancers, 
and non-dancers alike get together to build a sense of 
connectedness through dance.

But even after 13 years of living in New York City, 
Ballaro continues to be a part of SUNY Brockport, keeping 

in touch with many of its faculty and 
working on its Alumni Board of Directors, 
a testament to how close the college is to her heart.

As with many students in high school, planning for 
college was on the backburner of her mind. Her senior 
year, she was president of several clubs, taking advanced 
courses, and involved in helping her mom run her ballet 
studio. It was her mom who actually recommended she 
go to Brockport and Ballaro — while somewhat skeptical 
— decided to take a swing at auditioning for the dance 
program and ultimately received a scholarship. It wasn’t 
long after that she visited campus and immediately 
confirmed her opinion. One of her most vivid memories 
to this day was how excited she was when she called the 
college while on spring vacation, standing in her swimsuit 
at a payphone, submitting her tuition deposit to confirm 
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Marisa Ballaro is the founding artistic 
director of Ballaro Dance, where she’s 
responsible for choreographing and directing 
performances.
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her decision. According to Ballaro, it was like “the school 
picked me rather than the other way around.”

At the college, she double majored in dance and 
interdisciplinary Arts for Children, joining the Honors 
Program, where she worked on a thesis combining dance 
and motor memory. Having enjoyed classes in anatomy 
and kinesiology, she was impressed by the idea dancers had 
long and short-term memories associated with motion. 
Ballaro decided to examine what she calls “physical practice 
with mental imagery, and its impact on motor retention” 
in the Bio-Mechanics Lab with Prof. Pam Beach so she 
could get a fresh perspective on dance.

Ballaro’s philosophy on life has always been to take 
advantage of whatever positive opportunities she unfolds: 
“Do as much as you can while you are there.” As someone 
who looks to make a greater impact on her community and 
the people surrounding her, she believes that it’s important 
to “be a student in everything, daily.”

In Ballaro’s eyes, that is what made life at Brockport 

meaningful. It gave her a window to “choose her own 
adventures” and explore all sorts of areas, like working a 
short stint at the radio station “89.1 The Point,” and in 
campus ministry. She was also given the chance to put on 
a performance in Albany for former Governor Eliot Spitzer 
and design the Honors Peer Mentor Program, which 
she presented with other peers at the National Honors 
Conference, and is still in effect today. Outside of school, 
she was able to know Brockport’s local community while 
working in town on Main Street, making meaningful local 
relationships that other students often don’t have. Many of 
the friends she made then are still close with her even now.

“Magic doesn’t happen on its own,” and it’s not just 
about “being in the right time and place,” Ballaro said. 
“You have to be making a good impact and be resourceful.” 
Sometimes it takes careful searching to find opportunities, 
but when you’ve found them, it’s like the metaphor she 
once heard: “It takes one apple seed to start an orchard. 
Tiny opportunities lead to big things.”

The company’s values are founded on three pillars: SEE, MOVE, and SHARE.
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Our Honors thesis spotlight highlights outstanding 
student projects ranging from creative pieces or art to 
intriguing research papers. The theses showcase the hard 
work and dedication of our Honors students. When 
admiring the finished products, it can be easy to forget just 
how challenging and nerve-wracking it can be to develop 
a thesis idea. This issue’s spotlight is on Coby Albone, a 
senior double–majoring in health science and physical 
education with a teacher certification. 

Like many Honors students working on their thesis, 
Albone began the process by contemplating what exactly 
interested him. He knew that his project needed to 
feature something creative and hands-on, something that 
would be fun to work on that he was also very passionate 
about. Albone initially didn’t know what direction he 
would take until finally deciding to develop the project 
from his personal interest and build a Gaga pit. He first 
encountered the fun game a few years back at a Boy Scouts 
camp where people of all ages got together to play this free-
range reaction game. It was this experience and his passion 
for physical activity and healthy behaviors that inspired 
him to tackle this unique venture. 

Under the direction of Prof. Douglas Collier, Albone 
began the process of developing the Gaga pit. He first 
needed to find funds for the tools and materials required 
for the task. This, in theory, was going to be a challenge, 
however, Albone’s selection of advisor and physical 
education major proved to be advantages for him. Collier’s 
connections with the people on the village board and 
foundation members provided Albone with an array of 
resources that would help to fund his project. Ultimately, 
Albone was given a donation from Jimmy Z, a local 
business and contact from Physical Education that is 
constantly giving back to the community. The next step 
in his process was finding the location to have the pit. 
Following his love of community and his dreams to one 
day become a teacher, he reached out to Sweden Parks 
and Recreation and received approval of a Gaga pit. With 
funding for materials and a location, a local carpenter, 
Albone, and his father built the pit. The process, though 
long, was fun and rewarding with the final step in the 
project: allowing the youth to play a good game of Gaga. 

Thesis Spotlight by JaVanse Ryland-Buntley

Coby Albone

Coby Albone is an junior Honors College student double majoring 
in Health Science and Physical Education.

Albone admits that the most rewarding part about 
the whole project was being able “to see the kids play in it 
and constantly use it.” The new addition of the Gaga pit 
enabled Albone to share his passion for physical activity 
with the community youth. 

This project is one that can be very challenging, 
especially for people who are inexperienced with the 
entire process from community outreach to construction. 
Luckily, Albone has had his fair share of community-based 
projects in the past which have had similar processes to his 
thesis. He had so much fun throughout the entire process 
and knows that his work and experience are some things 
that he will utilize in his future. Albone gave some lasting 
advice for his peers who have yet to start or are currently 
in the process of deciding what they want to do for their 
thesis: “If you have an idea like this, ask, present it well, 
and do something you are passionate about.” The Honors 
thesis is a time for students to explore all possibilities and 
dive deeper into what impassions them. Albone has set 
an exemplary model in following your heart and interest, 
despite initial struggles and fear.
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Evelyn Belousov 
Evelyn Belousov is a dual major in Art 
and English with an additional minor in 
Mathematics. Her expected graduation 
date is spring of 2022. Her friends 
know her as an avid lover of Baroque 
organ music and K–pop musicians like 
ATEEZ and TAEMIN. Whenever she 
isn’t listening to music or singing, she 
can often be found listening to true 
crime podcasts while she whirls through 
housework.

Dante Vattimo 
Dante Vattimo is a senior in the 
Honors College. He is a double major 
in Philosophy and Computer Science. 
His expected graduation date is Spring 
2021. His interests include cooking and 
American football.

JaVanse` Ryland-Buntley 
JaVanse` Ryland-Buntley is a third-year 
student in the Honors College. JaVanse` 
is an English creative writing major with a 
minor in African American studies. She is 
excited to be writing for the Promethean.

The Promethean was designed by Makenzie Grube, an Art 
major with a concentration in Graphic Design, during the 
2017-18 school year. She graduated in May 2018, but her 
work continues to live on in current and future issues of 
The Promethean. 


