


The Brockport Normal School Mandolin Club 

 

   Over the years the archivist would occasionally notice and wonder about the posters of the 
Mandolin Club, the mentions of it in the student magazine and so on, but until recently had not 
had opportunity to research it. This gap has been remedied, and the following brief history and 
primary documents will help to explain this intriguing part of the school’s history. 

   While today mandolins are associated with bluegrass music, a century ago they were used to 
play the both the popular music of that time and classical pieces as well. Orchestras were made 
up of mandolins, cellos, and guitars and often accompanied by “elocutionists” reading popular 
pieces of the day and other entertainment, such as the Indian club swinging mentioned on a 
poster here. These groups were highly popular from the late 19th century into the early 20th 
century. A few such groups survive; one is the Minneapolis Mandolin Orchestra. 

   Brockport Normal’s group seems to have started in the early 1890s and the last mentions of it 
are from 1909.  

   In order following this introduction are excerpts from articles in the local village newspaper 
on the group, followed by pages from the student publication the Normalia, where there are 
mentions of the group, and images of some posters advertising them. The first page of this 
document is a photo of the group from the 1899 yearbook. 



Brockport Mandolin Club 

Articles from the Brockport Republic 

 

   Brockport Republic, April 15, 1886, p2: “The Mandolin Craze, New York, April 12.” A critical 
piece in which the author mocks what they see as the shallow and fickle nature of the 
enthusiasms of youth. It focuses on how the former passion for banjo and minstrel music had 
given way to an enthusiasm for mandolin music. Part of the appeal of mandolin music is 
attributed to the use of a pick, easier on the “delicate fingers” of young ladies than playing a 
banjo.  

   The article notes that mandolins were being built in factories in this country in large numbers, 
running from $5 to $200, averaging $25 in price. It then goes on to mock the “Mandolin 
maestros… usually Italians, who will tell you ‘Aha, ze banjoes no good. Ze mandolin ees ah so 
eezy, so romanteek…” 

   Brockport Republic, December 13, 1894, p3: under “Church Notes… The entertainment under 
the auspices of St. Luke’s guild…  A little after 8 o’clock the stage curtain was rung up and the 
Brockport Mandolin and Guitar Club appeared before an audience… The club was assisted by 
Professor Jones of Rochester, and did so well they were obliged to respond to an encore…” 

Brockport Republic, February 21, 1895 (advertisement :) “Guitar, Mandolin & Banjo. Miss 
Wilder, 300 Control Ave, Rochester, will receive pupils und arrange for lessons in Brockport on 
Mandolin and Banjo Thursday, Feb; 28, from 3 to 8 P. M. Mr. Henry W. Hutchens of 
Canandaigua, will give guitar instruction. The first meeting will be held in the National Bank 
Hall.” 
 

   BR, February 21, 1895 p3: 

“The Concert this Evening. 

   …the concert at Normal Hall this evening. The members of the Brockport Mandolin and Guitar 
Club are as follows: Frederick S. Palmer, George Gordon, Issac Palmer, Luther Gordon, Issac 
Snyder. The ladies club from Rochester consists of the Misses… The program which will be 
rendered is as follows: 

1. March Greenhalgers (?)……..White. Brockport Normal Mandolin and Guitar Club and 
Ladies Ariel. 

2. Recitation – Charlie Machree …… Hoppin. Miss Ada M. Greenwood. 
3. Mandolin Solo – “Casta Diva”……. Tomaso. Frederick S. Palmer. 



4. “The Blacksmith”…… Vreeland. Brockport Normal Mandolin and Guitar Club and Ladies 
Ariel. 

5. Baritone Solo… “The Two Grenadiers” …. Fred F. Millham.  
6. Sextette – “Senorita” Valse Espagnol…. Moore-Crary. Miss Laura Ritter, mandolin; Miss 

Anna Duesing, mandolin; Mr. Frank H. Jones, mandolin; Miss Dora Duesing, guitar; Mr. 
Issac Palmer, guitar. 

7. Banjo Solo – “Annie Laurie” ….. Hemming. Frank H. Jones. 
8. German Patrol ….. Eilenberg. Brockport Normal Mandolin and Guitar Club and Ladies 

Ariel. 
9. Recitation – “Freckle Faced Girl” ….. Anon. Miss Ada M. Greenwood. 
10. Baritone Solo – “Bells of St. Mary’s” ….. Rodney. Fred T. Millham. 
11. “Waltz Andalusia” ….. Romero.  Brockport Normal Mandolin and Guitar Club and Ladies 

Ariel. 

   No. 4 promises to be a very taking selection. Prof. Frank H. Jones, the conductor, is sparing no 
pains to make the concert a grand success.” 

   Brockport Republic, February 28, 1895: “The attendance at the mandolin concert last 
Thursday evening, while very good was not up to expectations. The program rendered was in 
every respect most excellent. The clubs separately and together produced the choicest music. 
The soloists, Prof. Jones and Mr. Frederic Palmer were received with great enthusiasm, and Mr. 
Millham, baritone, and Miss Greenwood, recitationist, exhibited a very high degree of 
proficiency. The audience was delighted. After the concert those who participated in it as 
performers, repaired to the National Bank Hall and had a dance.” 
 

   Brockport Republic,  6/18/1896 p3: “The Mandolin Club is announced to take part in school 
exercises at Bergen next Monday morning.” 

   Brockport Republic, December 30th, 1897 p3: The Mandolin Club is noted as having played at a 
Christmas Concert at the Normal school. 

Brockport Republic, October 27, 1898 p3: “They have a very fine Mandolin and Guitar Club 
started at the Normal school – all boys.” 

   Brockport Republic March 3, 1899 p3: “The Normal Mandolin Club will appear at Spencerport 
April 11th.” 

   Brockport Republic, April 6, 1899 p3: “Delegations from Albion and Holley attended the Band 
and Mandolin Concerts Monday evening.” 



   Brockport Republic, April 5, 1900 p2: “A photograph of our Mandolin club is published in the 
‘Allegra,’ a monthly magazine devoted to music and the interests of mandolin, guitar and banjo 
clubs.” 
 

   Brockport Republic, April 30, 1903: “The Boys' Mandolin Club in their concert at Wards Opera 
House, Thursday May7th, will be assisted by the Normal School Quartette, Miss Catherine 
Burns, reader, The Ideal Mandolin Club and Hiss Alice Wadsworth, pianist.” 

   Brockport Republic, May 14, 1903, p3: “The Boys Mandolin Club.” “…concert given under the 
direction of Miss Doyle…” 

   Brockport Republic, February 15, 1906: “The Normal Mandolin Club under the direction of 
Miss Doyle will give their annual concert Monday evening…” 

      Brockport Republic, April 25, 1907: “If frequent and prolonged applause is a criterion the 
concert in Normal Hall Monday evening was wondrously successful. The Mandolin Club divided 
the honors of the occasion with the University of Rochester quartette two of whose members, 
Raymond Lewis and Hugh A. Smith, were former Normal students. DeMain Wood, the director 
of the Club, also pleased the audience by his selections. " 
 
      Brockport Republic, February 28, 1908, p5: The Rochester Mandolin Club, twenty in number, 
were entertained Saturday night by the Brockport Mandolin Club, at the residence of G. A. 
Witney (?) on College street. It was one of the most enjoyable occasions of tbe season and will 
long be remembered by those who were present. Prof. Wood, the leader of both clubs, and his 
estimable wife were present, and added to the pleasure of the evening. 
 
   Brockport Republic, Ocotber 22, 1908, p7: “MANDOLIN, BANJO AND GUITAR LESSONS. Miss 
May LaDue, pupil of DeMain Wood, gives lessons on mandolin, Banjo and guitar at Mrs. 
Chriswell's, 125 
Utica St., on Wednesdays and Saturdays.” 
 
   Brockport Republic, February 4, 1909, p1: “Twenty-Fifth Anniversary (party for Mr. & Mrs. Yale 
P. Forbes at their house.) The evening was enlivened by music rendered by the Brockport 
Mandolin Club.” 
 
  Brockport Republic, August 21, 1930 p4: BANJO AND MANDOLIN < 
"Blllie Herring, teacher. Spencerport 
phone 151-F-22. Rates reasonable 
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