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Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  00:01
My name is Sharon Knaudt. I'm the interviewer and I'm here with Deneen Griffin. It's
September 2, and we're in the library, the Drake Memorial Library. So tell me more about
yourself, tell me about your background. What's your family like?

Griffin, Deneen  00:16
Well, I come from a single parent household. My mom and dad, I don't believe I ever
remembered them actually being together. Like, as long as I can remember, they hated
each other even for when I was little, they did not like each other. They never really
communicated well, my father wasn't really in my life, all the way up until I was like maybe
a little, maybe like 14 he was in my life, but just barely. And it was two separate
households. So it was really hard. My mom and dad had me late in life. So they were like in
their mid 30s, when they had me. My mom actually had a heart attack giving birth to me.
So like she was in a hospital yeah for like, two months after I was home. So my grandma
really raised me and took care of me because I don't think my mom ever had that bond
with me like, I was her daughter, but my grandma I was Molly's my grandma's baby. Like,
so I actually lived with my mom and my grandma my whole life. So my grandma died like
about 10 years ago, right before my college graduation. So I was a high school dropout. I
dropped out when I was 16. But I got into the program called the MCC stage where I
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basically got my GED, so by the time I was 17, which was really weird for me, because I was
a college student. And I was in the classroom with like, people in there like 50s, 60s, 20
year olds, and here I am can't even buy cigarettes or anything, and it was really weird. But
I did finish the stage program. And I did really well. So I went to MCC, where I actually
finished with my associates degree at 21. Because I did take, about a year off, or it took
me a little longer because I didn't have anything to do but work and I did a home
daycare. So basically I did my school hours around my daycare business. And which I had
that for seven years until I had health issues, a nervous breakdown. And I actually did
have to take time off of work and school. So it was about five year gap before I went back.
So when I did come back I actually did, I was a readmit to Brockport, where I've been for
the last two, well, two years now. And I'm in my last semester, I'm a senior here.

Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  03:02
So I bet you're very proud of that. Like, that's amazing. That you went through all that and
you know, you're going to be finishing, and then what's your, what's your degree in?

Griffin, Deneen  03:09
History. So I'm a history major, I plan on getting my bachelor's in history. And I have,
because I have a gap in the graduation, I might take an extra semester becuase I only
need four classes or 12 credits to get my minor. So that's what I plan on doing in the extra
semester is getting my minor

Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  03:29
And then what's your minor in?

Griffin, Deneen  03:31
African American Studies.

Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  03:33
Now tell me more about your degree. And why do you want to do it and why your minor
as well?

Griffin, Deneen  03:38
So really, like with so much stuff going on, like with not just racism, but the changing of
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like the government and the immigration laws and everything that's going on. I believe
that our history is very Eurocentric. Like they don't tell us they tell us about slavery and
stuff, and even the kids, they don't really learn like anything other than that, until they're
in college. And I don't think that's acceptable. So being that I want to be a middle school
teacher, I would like to start the curricular as something better than what it is like, I believe
people should know their history, and they should know more than just being about slaves
or whatever the case may be.

Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  04:24
So then do you see that through your children's schooling?

Griffin, Deneen  04:28
So I'm actually really proud of my kids school they go to it's called the Renaissance
Academy School of the Arts Charter School. And it's in Greece, New York. And Brockport
actually has a program with them so their teachers, like I sign permission slips from
Brockport like saying, Yeah, and I'm very proud of that, because my kids knowing that
their teachers actually are learning. They care, because they're people I like, see at school
and how they go and go into sort of, like, under I wouldn't say under privileged, but like,
kids who have less, you know, advantages basically. I've never, when I was in school, I
don't remember ever hearing anything other than Columbus, or, you know, slaves, but my
son actually came home like, "Mommy, I just want to say like, I'm gonna be very nice to
people, because we are black. And they are mean to us. And they were killing black
people." Because, yeah, so like, the stuff they're teaching them I'm very proud of because
like, he actually knows, like, people are like, he says," white people were being mean to
black people, because they didn't want black people to stand up for their rights. And
that's what happened. But now we're working hard to make sure that everything is fair for
black people and white people." So that was like, really heartwarming to hear that. And I
definitely will want to be a part of that. So

Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  05:58
Yeah that's probably like a big motivation. Wanting to teach you know everyone,
especially starting at such a young age too.

Griffin, Deneen  06:07
And I've never heard of, like, when I was in school, I didn't hear anything like that. So it was
like, oh, my goodness,
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Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  06:14
Yeah you only got like a small section. Of that part of the history.

Griffin, Deneen  06:16
Exactly. And so for my little boy to come home, like, "you know, slavery, like we were
slaves black people were slaves. And white people, they were some white people who
tried to help us and Dr. King." and like he knew, like, more than I knew. Until I was like,
probably after high school, probably in college because even in high school, like even
black history month we learn like about Harriet Tubman and stuff like that, but we didn't
learn in depth stuff and other than like slavery

Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  06:47
Right? It was like glazed over kind of.

Griffin, Deneen  06:49
Right, and I think that them teaching him that and knowing that its other students from
Brockport that's just amazing.

Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  06:56
That's awesome! So how do you like Brockport? like the community and like your teachers,
how do you, What's your impression of Brockport?

Griffin, Deneen  07:03
I don't really have one, I am a commuter. So I am a full time mom and single mom so
there's no like I don't have like their dad isn't in our life or anything like that. So it's just me
and my kids and I have my mom watch them, but I work fifty hours a week most of the
time and my Tuesdays and Thursdays are my only days off from work. So most days I'm
working nine to ten hour days sometimes more. And then I'm going home to my kids or I
have do things in the morning for my kids, and I also only have those two days so at these
two days, I do what I have to do on campus and then I leave. So other than the teachers
that I actually have to see I don't really talk or do anything or know anything besides that.

Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  07:56
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So how do you think that's like affected your like perception of college? I guess like
especially having to manage all, you know, juggling all that in your life.

Griffin, Deneen  08:04
I don't really take it as like college life. I know a lot of people say "oh college life" I look at
it as a part of my daily busy life, and it's not really college. It's definitely college, but its not
in a word, say college for me. Because being an adult student I can't participate, I
wouldn't be able to go to a Brockport sports game or I wouldn't be able to go and do the
extracurricular stuff because it wouldn't be possible.

Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  08:38
Oh because of you know, like managing all you know you being a mom and working?
Yeah.

Griffin, Deneen  08:43
Like, I would feel so guilty to like go to something extra like a football game or something
for school when I have barely seen my kids during the week. I only see them in the
morning before they go to school. They're in bed, usually by the time I get home. On the
weekends when I get home I don't go out and stuff because I feel so guilty about that and
my kids. That's the only time they can stay up without having to get in trouble from school.
So we usually stick at home watch movies together. Before the semester started, I usually,
I wouldn't have had so many like hours, I wouldn't have had the time but I would try to
take my kids somewhere at least once a week, movies, drive in, like all types of stuff. But
with me and my work schedule, and not having days off its just really hard now. So every
moment I try, I get free time, it's I'm trying to do something with them. Yeah, like even my
30, when I turned 30 in March I actually took my kids with me to Miami.

Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  09:46
Oh, how was that ?

Griffin, Deneen  09:47
They loved it. My brother lives in Miami. I am an only child but my father has a son. But
we've never lived in the same household. We have two different moms. And like he's 43 so
13 years older than me.
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Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  10:01
Oh, so how's that age gap been? Like, do you do relate well with him?

Griffin, Deneen  10:05
So we came from two separate households. And I never noticed it or he never treated me
like, like I hear people say half siblings. He's never we've never used that terminology. I
didn't know what it meant.

Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  10:22
So like, are you guys like more friends than?

Griffin, Deneen  10:24
No.

Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  10:24
No?

Griffin, Deneen  10:24
We're definitely like, when I turned 21 I ended up in a bar and he was like, "my little sister,
don't talk to her. What do you have on, here, you sit here. Don't get up. Here's my credit
card, anything she wants. Don't get up though. Here's my credit card. This is for her
anything she wants. Don't tell her No." And even when I went to Miami, like he's married,
and I have a niece and a nephew. And even though like I'm 30 years old, we were in
Trinidad, we go to different places with them. Theytravel, so they were just in Paris,
France, Portugal, like they just did a whole trip like in the beginning of the school semester.
So they're like, really strict with me. And I feel like I'm a high school student or like a big
kid. Because like, even when I was there, like we went out to dinner. And the waitress said I
was the other kid. So they had counted me as the kid too. Like with my kids, I look like my
kids. And I'm short and my kids are like really kind of tall for six and seven year olds, well
now there seven and eight, because they're 10 days apart. But they're the same age, so
like 10 days apart with their birthdays, but they're the same age for 10 days. So August 10
August 20. So like they thought I was one of the kids and my brother and sister treat me
like one of the kids so like, "don't do this or what are you doing? Come on, you sit here
like." Everybody can tell basically because they treat me like a baby sister.
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Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  12:02
How do you and how do you feel about that?

Griffin, Deneen  12:03
Hate it.

Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  12:04
You hate it?

Griffin, Deneen  12:05
Hate it! It's really embarrassing. Like, I ordered a drink at the restaurant. And now the
waitress is looking confused and my brothers like ( pause) like, you know, and she's its
really funny, like, because he's given her faces like, like,

Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  12:23
What aren't you going to ID her?

Griffin, Deneen  12:24
Yeah like Yeah, like, you know, and he's really nice. And he's working on his master's right
now. My sister, like sister- in -law, but I call her my sister. She has her. she's going for
Doctorate in psychology. So yeah, like, I have to step on it because I can't just be the loser
in my family.

Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  12:34
Aren't you going to ID me as well? So you would say that they're like, are they like a big
motivators for you?

Griffin, Deneen  12:52
My brother has had his bachelor's since before, I think I had my associates degree. So he
is a graphic designer major he worked for a major corporation, a Canadian corporation
out of New York. So he lived in New York for many years before he moved to Miami with
my sister and had their baby. And it's just nice. And they're definitely like, big motivation
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for me, because they're traveling around the world. They take their kids with them, like,
my nephew has more stamps on his passport than I do. And he's only two.

Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  13:26
Oh, wow.

Griffin, Deneen  13:27
Yeah. So

Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  13:29
I bet your kids are, you know, big motivators to though, right?

Griffin, Deneen  13:32
I'm all they have. So if you think about that, like, my kid, my daughter got sick at school,
and no one could come get her. And my job doesn't allow me to have cell phones and
stuff like that. And I couldn't get the message until after she had to ride home on the bus
sick, and spend the rest of the day after getting sick vomiting and stuff. And that was like
a realization. Like I'm all I have, my mom, doesn't drive or anything like she just never had
a license doesn't drive and that was like a big wake up call like, I'm by myself. And that's it.
There's no no one to lean on no one to "hey could you help?" There's nothing like that. So
definitely my kids are big motivation. And that's why I kind of wanted to go into the
education field as well. Because I would have the same schedule as them. And I wouldn't
have to worry about anybody having to watch them. I can do after school programs for
them. Once I get my, everything situated, I can even try to go and work at their school. So
you know, like, that's my biggest thing, like being able to spend more time with them.
When being in education I know I get the summer off, so I can spend the summers with
them. I don't have to worry about needing a babysitter or anything like that. So that's like
a really big motivation for me. Because if I'm not a teacher, then I have to stay with these
hours. And my kids only see me every so hours and so many times a week and

Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  15:11
Especially with, yeah you being a single parent.
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Griffin, Deneen  15:13
Yeah. So like, even when I first like had an hour lunch, now I don't get an hour lunch, but I
used to take every hour of my lunch break and go home to spend that hour with them and
talk to them. Because when I get off of work, they would be ready for bed and I couldn't. I
didn't want to go in and like "Mommy's home!" and acting crazy. Like it works on the
weekend. But it doesn't really work during the school week. And like we can say goodbye
in the morning. But at night, if I come home, and I'm excited that'll just ramp them back
up. And then they're like, excited to see me. So like it just I try to be more sustained,
basically. I try to calm down and I'm not as excited when I come home. Because if I am
there, then they wake up, and they're seven and eight. So like it takes them forever to fall
asleep. And so on a weekend though when I come home, I come in the door yelling usually
I have pizza, ice cream. I am known even at work, I'm known for keeping candy and stuff. I
have like I fill up my bag full of candy. So like I always give my kids candy, sweets, cookies,
cakes. And that's probably a way of like trying to make sure they know like mommy cares.
Like go on shopping sprees. And stuff and my daughter is like, "do you want to go on a
shopping spree? Let's go."

Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  16:33
So it's good you know, it sounds like you're pretty good at balancing life like I know, it
might it sounds, you know, hard. But does that how do you like put up with stress? Is that
like, stress youout at all? Or? So do you have time for stress?

Griffin, Deneen  16:49
I definitely don't have time for stress. But I'm diagnosed like with my mental health. So I
actually have bipolar disorder, PTSD, and I have manic depression. So it gets like it can
feel like a ton of bricks. But like you said, I can't afford or have time to fall. So if I need to,
sometimes I do take medication. Just see my doctor and make sure that I'm handling it,
well. They have a great doctor. So like, if I need time off for work and stuff, they always
help me with those things. But it's just I'm a single parent and I can't afford it. So yeah, so
a day off for work. It means a short check, meaning I can't pay my car or there's no one
that I can ask for help, like, I'm the main breadwinner in my home. No one else works. I'm
it.

Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  17:51
So does work, kind of how does that take in to your life? into your health? I guess like do
they allow for your days off?
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Griffin, Deneen  18:00
No.

Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  18:01
Or no? Not at all? Not very helpful?

Griffin, Deneen  18:03
No. So I did have an issue where I did have to take a week off because of my mental
health and everything. And with my doctor paperwork and stuff. They actually worked it
out. But I didn't get paid for that week. So that was a week worth of wages that I lost. So
instead of my check being like $1,300, it was only $700. So yeah, yeah.

Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  18:27
Wow that took a really big hit.

Griffin, Deneen  18:28
Yeah. So like, if you think about it, like my mom doesn't work, and I have to actually only
get, so much help from like the government. So I only get daycare. So I actually have my
mom do my daycare for me, which will also help with our financial situation because she
doesn't work. So I kind of have a lot riding on me.

Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  18:52
But I bet you know, another big part, in you wanting to finish college

Griffin, Deneen  18:57
And my mom's older, like I said, She's going into her 70s. So she's at that time where she's
getting older, she might still be like young at heart, and she wants to do stuff and get out.
But I know she's getting older. And so I basically have to take on all of that I have to take
care of not only my mom, I have to take care of my kids as well.

Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  19:19
So would you say relationship is better? Has it grown more since when you were you
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know, younger?

Griffin, Deneen  19:26
Definitely. Because my grandma really was the mother figure in my life. My mom, she
worked all the time. Just like I guess that's what really affected me not wanting to be like
that with my kids. Because my mom worked. And then she did things other than like, she
doesn't drive or anything. So like she didn't take me places or besides if it was with
someone else, and I was always with my grandma, so and she was really strict. Like my
grandma was older because my mom was the last out of 11 kids. So yes, my mom did have
me, my grandma was like, at the end of her younger days. So she was already in her 70s
when I was born, so she was already old lady basically she walked with the cane and like
our generations were a bit off because now I'm the last grandbaby out of 11 kids and
however 30 or 40 grandkids so I actually had to take care of my grandmother, my mom
worked because it was the opposite. My grandma got older, I got older, and it kind of the
dynamics changed. So instead of my grandma taking care of me, I then took care of her
so like my friend like even my one of my closest friends like said, always reminds me like,
"she was the only 12 year old I know cook full course meals and stuff, and when I used to
go over there, she'll cook for her grandma, she cooked for us she cooked for the other
kids." That's just, I wasn't I didn't have like a real childhood, in my eyes because I had so
much responsibility. My grandmother died the couple months before my college
graduation, so I actually made it to college. And she was so proud of me. I was finishing
school, but she died like my last semester. So she wasn't able to make my graduation. But
yeah, but it was a world experience that I had a grandmother like that because I I
wouldn't be the person I was. I wouldn't be able to be so responsible because I didn't really
have that childhood growing up. I was expected to be an adult. So when I got my first car,
I took my grandmother to dialysis. I was the one that picked her up, I was the one that
dropped her off. I was still like, around my college, my first couple of semesters and stuff. I
was taking care of my grandma, my mom worked and I was the one so

Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  21:52
So how much like how does that like weigh on your shoulders? Like how do you? How's
that like affected?

Griffin, Deneen  21:58
So that's where my mom and our relationship was kind of strange. Because I didn't have a
childhood. I was always in the house. I didn't go outside. I wasn't allowed off the porch.
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Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  22:10
Oh so that really did put a big halt to your childhood.

Griffin, Deneen  22:15
Yeah, I didn't. I was. Like I said I was really responsible. So like at 18. I had my own business
going. I was doing daycare, two shifts, I had a night shift and a day shift.

Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  22:28
Yeah. Tell me more about your daycare business?

Griffin, Deneen  22:30
So basically, when I turned 18, my cousin, she didn't have daycare. So we actually see if I
can do it. And being a legally exempt daycare provider. I actually was taken like early
childhood certifications in class in college at MCC. So it was like really a learning
experience. That's how I first knew, I wanted to actually deal with children. But as time
went on, like I did have like mental health issues.So I couldn't do that. But I did that for
almost seven years. And it worked out really well. And I was really proud of myself
because it was the actual business that I was paying taxes on. And it was my own business
so it was a 1099 form and I actually had to pay my taxes back to the government. I kept
my books, I had to keep track of the food. I had to keep track of my hours and being that I
had two shifts and everything like that. So I was young in my own business and it made
me feel like a real female boss, basically. Because I didn't need my parents. I didn't need
anybody to do anything for me. I had a car and I was living life.

Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  23:43
Yeah. So how was like the MCC experience? Because I remember you were telling me that
you did, you were taking classes. But you were also doing your own that whole home
daycare business.How was that? How did you manage that?

Griffin, Deneen  23:57
Like I said, I was really responsible I not only took care of my grandma, I also had other
little cousins that I was helping care for. One of them I had, I did my college schedule just
around him. So like I had morning classes, but I'd get out to get the kids off of the bus and
I had to pick him up from school every day then he'd be with me till a certain time, his
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mom did sometimes the overnight so then I'd have him. Then my other little cousins, their
mom was going to school and working and so I would have them too overnight, she
worked nights. So I always had kids with me. And on top of that, I also had to help take
care of my grandmother. And being at MCC I went to the Damian campus because it was
only down the street.It was really different. It was a really urban environment, like a lot of
black people. When I came to Brockport, I had a real culture shock, because I was used to
having majority of the people around me being black and to everyone, like the only black
person in some of my classes still to this day. So

Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  25:02
So how was that? Like, relating? Like, how do you feel in that aspect of feeling, you know,
such that culture shock was so big?

Griffin, Deneen  25:10
I would want it to be like better programs to get African Americans or blacks into college.
Like when I came to Brockport like the college, the high school and elementary is right up
the street. There's kids that are in college while they're in high school. And I think if they
had that type of programs for like the inner youth or for the inner city youth, it wouldn't be
such a big gap and a difference in it. And even like, with like the resources and stuff, if like,
you see the bus schedule coming out of here, like not everybody who you know, can come
here is able to afford a car, whatever the case may be, and it's hard.

Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  25:55
It is Yeah. Especially with how you handle everything. So Wow. Yeah, I really like that's
really amazing that you handle college work and like being you know, you, and your kids.

Griffin, Deneen  26:08
Yeah, like a lot of people when they talk to me, theyre like "you're so happy and you're
talkative." And if I'm not that way, I hate to see how I was like, the opposite like, its
because of like, I know, I have mental health issues and stuff like that. So I try to stay
above water and happy and just keep it that way. It's easier for me to do.

Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  26:32
Especially when everything else is you know, seems difficult at times, right?
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Griffin, Deneen  26:35
Yeah, definitely. Like I said, like, I didn't really have a childhood. So even before I did my
home daycare business, I was taking care of my grandma and my little cousins. And my
grandma's house was that place where the kids got dropped off. But I was the only one.
My grandma was now in her 80s, so she did make it to 89. But you can imagine, she was
older. She couldn't do like anything, but I was there and I was the only one. So everybody
this kind of pawned everything off on me. And it kind of went to my advantage because I
was able to then use that and start my own business and still help with my grandma and
my little cousins. And yes, it made me who I was. I didn't have my kids till 21. I actually
graduated at MCC and I was like five or six months pregnant. But I had kids back to back.
So that was kind of like my gap year and then with my mental health given me such a
problem. It took me five years to get back to college.

Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  27:44
But you're back. So that's like and you're almost literally almost done

Griffin, Deneen  27:47
One more semester. Right. You can do this. So like how do you feel like what do you feel
about the future? Like, how are you excited for it? Are you? What's your feeling? I'm just
trying to get there. That's just I want to get there. I hope my future is going to be great, but
you never know. So I'm just hoping that it will be. Just keep pushing.

Knaudt, Sharon (sknau1)  28:11
Exactly. Well, thank you so much.

Griffin, Deneen  28:13
No problem.
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