
Bruce Leslie  0:00   

29 

 

South  Main Street, talking to Professor Robert boozer. Bob, where did you grow up? 

 

Robert Boozer  0:08   

I grew up in western Pennsylvania. And I lived in a we lived in a little Crossroads wide place and 
very few people, but it was a little town. And I went to grade school in one room school. 

 

Bruce Leslie  0:25   

  So what ages? 

 

Robert Boozer  0:27   

The whole range from one through eight, which would be around 13 or 14. I was 13. 

 

Bruce Leslie  0:37   

Did that have anything to do with your desire to go into education? 

 

Robert Boozer  0:41   

I don't know where that came from. I don't know. 

 

Bruce Leslie  0:45   

And then you were you went to high school I 

 

Robert Boozer  0:46   

went to high school and I was working for somebody else. And that's another town about the size 
of Spencer port probably.  

 

Bruce Leslie  0:56   



Were you a football player there? 

 

Robert Boozer  0:57   

 Played football, basketball and track that's those are the only sports that I had in those days. 

 

Bruce Leslie  1:04   

Had your parents gone to college? 

 

Robert Boozer  1:05   

No, neither gone to High School. My sister and I were the first ones from our family to go to 
high school, although I had a sister who taught and she had graduated from eighth grade. And 
then she went to what they call a not a normal school, but she just went for one summer and then 
she was authorized to teach associated she was teaching. She just got out of eighth grade. And 
then she was teaching people who were in eighth grade the next year. So 

 

Bruce Leslie  1:39   

how old would she have been began teaching?  

 

Robert Boozer  1:42   

Oh, but probably 16. She was, she didn't stay with that as a professional. That's all the 
preparation that was needed by teachers and now School came from Clarion generally from 
normal school where they had two years of preparation and they came and taught for taught all 
the grades one through one through eight, all subjects 30 'bout 35 Kids total.  

 

Bruce Leslie  2:22   

It's hard to imagine today 

 

Robert Boozer  2:24   

But it was a great setup because if someone were would not be too bright for say third grade, and 
was lower reading or whatever the teacher encouraged them to listen to the second grade classes. 
And for the ones who were getting along real well, they could listen to the class, the grade above 
them, and they would be motivated that way. So it was really worked out quite well. 



 

Bruce Leslie  2:51   

Why did you decide to go to college? 

 

Robert Boozer  2:55   

Well, I guess through athletics. Had a coach who was a graduate of Thiel College in 
Pennsylvania. And he was the kind of guy I guess I want to follow as a coach. So we, my sister, 
went to Slippery Rock, she had been recruited to play basketball for Slippery Rock. And at that 
time, there was a movement afoot to eliminate women's sports, girl's sports in high school. And it 
was not done by men. It was done by women who felt that it was the women who were 
emotionally and physically not strong enough to stand the rigors of playing competitive sports. 
And they the leaders of it nationally had eventually dropped and so my sister expected to play 
basketball freshman year there was none and so she was limited to playing these Play days and 
things like that. So 

 

Bruce Leslie  4:01   

So you essentially followed her, or She was your inspiration 

 

Robert Boozer  4:05   

I came the next year I went there too. Well, no, I took two years off to work in the gas fields 
down in northern Pennsylvania to make enough money to go. So, at least I gotta start 40 cents an 
hour, ten hours a day, seven days a week. That's what got me started two years of college.  

 

Bruce Leslie  4:29   

So you went to Slippery Rock, and you said two years or,  

 

Robert Boozer  4:33   

Four years 

 

Bruce Leslie  4:33   

four years yeah 

 



And can you tell me a little bit about your experience at Slippery Rock?  

 

Robert Boozer  4:40   

Oh, I was. I was happy at Slippery Rock. It was a great school at that time for about 850 students 
and eventually got to know everyone on campus and it was great. 

 

Bruce Leslie  4:56   

And then did you go directly to to Sringfield?  

 

Robert Boozer  4:59   

No. I met my wife at Slippery Rock. And, so, she had taken a two year program for teaching in 
elementary school. And she wasn't there the last year I was there. She taught down homestead. 
But we were married in 1937. And that was an interesting story because in those days, she was 
teaching a woman who was married was not allowed to teach. So if she were married, she would 
be gone. So we eloped in 1937, and nobody knew about until the spring of 1938. 

 

Bruce Leslie  5:50   

She was able to hold on to her job and she kept her job. 

 

Robert Boozer  5:53   

So probably was a little dishonest but it was now accepted as a cheat. I should have done it much 
sooner. But yeah, anyhow, we want to DuBois, Pennsylvania, I taught there unde the city system. 
And I mentioned about being here by the grace of God, no jobs in 1936. And so, I was working 
at my brother in law's gas station, going to night school in Clarion. To get certification and 
elementary I had dual certification in health and physical education. And knowing the market, I 
took extra courses, I took 21 courses one semester 21 hours. And so I had a dual major in health 
and physical education. I have a minor in English and minor in social studies and a minor minor 
in general science. No job so I was going to night school to the Clarion to get certification and 
elementary and I was taking an art class and there was I was the only man in the class, and it was 
a fussy little old lady teaching it. So she said, Mr. Boozer, would you come up to the blackboard 
and draw me a candy box with a red ribbon around it? In three point perspective. I didn't even 
know one point perspective. But I got up. I went up there, and there's a knock on the door and 
Mr. Boozer in here Yes she said, We'd like he's in his talk on the phone. So I went in and it was 
these superintendent of schools at DuBois wondering if I could come up for an interview. They 
needed somebody because the physical education man had resigned and got a cell loan camel. 



And could I come up for an interview? So I said I'll be there that's how I got the job. Dubois and 
I went in the Navy for three and a half years. I taught pushed in DuBois and at the time I went in 
was Navy I was the principal of a junior high school acting principal 

 

Bruce Leslie  8:08   

And you came out of? 

 

Robert Boozer  8:10   

Then I came out of Navy and stayed at DuBois for a year and went to Springfield for my master's 
degree and the job was on the board up there. A vacancy at Brockport, which I applied for and 
was called for an interview. And the fact that I had taught at Indiana I had to go to summer 
school to finish my degree. So I came down here for the interview and rode by train to, from 
Springfield to Rochester, to the bus station and shaved and got cleaned up, took my bus to the 
interview here and at the end, but I was told I had it 

 

Bruce Leslie  8:57   

and then you had to go back to Springfield to finish your degree  

 

Robert Boozer  8:59   

Oh yeah, Next the same day, I went back to Springfield, and finished up the degree and that left 
me with a couple of weeks to get ready for the football program in the fall. 

 

Bruce Leslie  9:09   

So you were hired as the first football coach, then you're hired specifically to coach football as 
well, of course teach other things. 

 

Robert Boozer  9:17   

I was hired to be the football coach and start the program and to teach in the Health and Physical 
Education Program, that was what I thought I came here and saw my assignment and I'm 
teaching the campus school fifth and sixth grade boys two days a week. I was the freshman 
basketball coach never mentioned to me at all. Now you compare that with the way the hiring is 
done today. No comparison 

 



Bruce Leslie  9:49   

No, no.  

 

Robert Boozer  9:51   

So I was greatly surprised to be teaching the fifth and sixth grade boys but we got through it 
well, 

 

Bruce Leslie  9:57   

was, did the football team start that year? 

 

Robert Boozer  9:59   

Yes. Yeah. 

 

Bruce Leslie  10:01   

And so you only had a couple of weeks before to launch it. How did you get equipment? 

 

Robert Boozer  10:06   

Well, they had equipment that came from the time at Mohawk, which community college it was 
Samson Air Force Base. They had intramural equipment that they dispersed to cortland and 
Brockport who had the only ones a State University who had football. And so we had a lot of 
intramural quality. But he wouldn't want to put you in our worst enemies. But we had enough of 
it so, over 100 guys came up they notified to the the admissions that there would be the football 
team and all men who are interested should report I had a list which I gave to my cat match of 
158, who had applied and My staff was Marty Rogers. And we had a guy who played high 
school football, he volunteered to be an assistant. Jerry Guardino. So that was it Harquidid was 
the trainer and he had recruited a another guy who was Larry Capiella was a big gun over at 
University of Buffalo. Larry was a assistant trainer and neither had experience in taking care of 
athletic injuries. I have two managers, Bob Jackson, who became the head of the all the big 
departments of the Retired Teachers Association in Albany. So we got under way.  

 

Bruce Leslie  12:01   

I'm amazed you had 100 a hundred players. I didn't realize I must say a huge percentage of the 
men on campus.  



 

Robert Boozer  12:05   

Yes it was Yes. They were all interested in it. And I came here with the understanding with Mr. 
Tuttle, who was the head of the athletic department and Physical Education Department. I came 
here with the understanding that there would be no recruiting. He said, I do not want anyone to 
ever say that we're looking for football players. That was I didn't want Itemm two I would prefer 
you do not cut anybody. So here I am with one assistant. And 158 guys would come out for it 
and don't cut them. 

 

Bruce Leslie  12:48   

How did you feel about those rules?  

 

Robert Boozer  12:49   

Well, I accepted them. I philosophically I was satisfied with them. Otherwise, I would not have 
accepted them.  

 

Bruce Leslie  12:58   

Why? Could you explain  

 

Robert Boozer  13:01   

but I had no idea the limitations that I'd have as far as staff is concerned 

 

Bruce Leslie  13:07   

And could you elaborate on how you how you felt philosophically? 

 

Robert Boozer  13:12   

Well, that I agreed with Mr. Tuttle in many ways. He was a strict amateur. And he did not want 
the I don't know what you would call it, but the probably with him would be a stigma against the 
department. If you were out. Your main idea was to have athletes. We're going to have students 
we're going to have graduates we're going to be holding to the highest ideals of sportsmanship, 
all those things. He was like the originators of the Olympic movement. He could have been 
chairman of the board. Wonderful, man. 



 

Bruce Leslie  14:01   

So and that fit with your educational philosophy and 

 

Robert Boozer  14:05   

I think that it did make sense. Of course the present staff of 12 or 13 football coaches, and I don't 
remember the amount of equipment money and all that. I have no qualms with that I think there 
getting a much better background in football with a staff like that than What I wasn't ready to 
give what to do with 13 quarterbacks who have never seen and had never nobody on the staff has 
ever seen him play. And how do you sort them out when you have about two weeks to get ready 
for a football game? 

 

Bruce Leslie  14:52   

And these'd be 13 who played in high school or they just know that they were quarterbacks?  

 

Robert Boozer  14:56   

Well, they had played some in high school, but See at that time, the was the influx of a great 
number of the GIS. And some of them had played football in high school, say up to 1941 or 
something like that. And some came back and got their equivalency degree, completed their high 
school program and then came to Brockport. And so they were really guys who are used to 
discipline and were coachable. And so that was a great plus, 

 

Bruce Leslie  15:33   

how many would you guess those 100 or so were GIs on your first team 

 

Robert Boozer  15:38   

Oh the majority of them  

 

Bruce Leslie  15:39   

Oh, Okay, so, so the campus was really dramatically affected by the Gi Bill 

 



Robert Boozer  15:44   

surely was very positively because they were. Many of them are married and had children and 
they had been to Guadalcanal and You name it. And so they knew what they wanted. 

 

Bruce Leslie  16:05   

As the years went by, and number of GIs declined. Could you characterize how the students 
changed? Say by the early 50s?  

 

Robert Boozer  16:15   

Not a great deal. We had The probably the GIS who came from the Korean War. That was the 
nucleus of our best seasons. And again, they were the guys who were the leaders on the team. 
And then that we had our best football up to that time. 

 

Bruce Leslie  16:39   

You had a winning season. I think  

 

Robert Boozer  16:41   

57  

 

Bruce Leslie  16:43   

And you had several little Americans. 

 

Robert Boozer  16:46   

Yes, we did have there were the Leo Torrey was one of them on the he played and the jumbo 
which was a bowl that was held for two years down in Erie, Pennsylvania. They were selected to 
play in that. At that time, there was no division one Division Two, that type of thing in the 
NCAA, which was not organized at that time like that. But he was invited to play along with 
people from the top teams, which now would be division one. And he started and he only 
weighed 180 pounds but the I talked to one of the coaches from the Canadian football. He was 
really interested in Leo. But he said he is rather small for a guard. Well, he was one of them.  

 

Bruce Leslie  17:40   



And was he was just a walk on you hadn't recruited him, 

 

Robert Boozer  17:43   

never recruited anybody 

 

Bruce Leslie  17:44   

so that so that held all through your career. 

 

Robert Boozer  17:46   

Oh yes And this is what people don't really understand that we were operating under those 
limitations. I was alone with Wilson Who had played football for Syracuse 

 

Bruce Leslie  18:05   

This is Cliff Wilson? 

 

Robert Boozer  18:06   

Yeah, and he played  halfback and quarterback for Syracuse. So I he and I had him up until about 
1956 I think it was that Jim phone came out to help Jim had cross country experience but he was 
interested in helping out and he being an exercise physiologist knew the the angles and where 
you put pressure and that kind of stuff. So, he was a big help, so. 

 

Bruce Leslie  18:41   

And did you play where the library is now or approximately 

 

Robert Boozer  18:44   

Well, we played in several spots. The first first location was would be going east and west from 
where the stadium is now on the South side and a foot field was laid out east and west. So that 
means you're looking into the sun. So We didn't know too much about engineering.  

 

Bruce Leslie  19:10   



And so was that near the high what that was then the high school,  

 

Robert Boozer  19:14   

Yeah over by the bus garage on the high school in that area. It'll be at the back at the far end of 
the track in that area, and east and west then they moved it over to the vacant space between 
what is the statuary there. that The Russians gave us right, yes, that between that and the what 
was the old campus school, then it was moved there then it was moved up a little farther to near 
to where the administration is And then they built the track over on the other side and they put 
him in  

 

Bruce Leslie  20:08   

Built a big fieldhouse next to it is the one that's now been moved. 

 

Robert Boozer  20:11   

That's where it is now where the location is the same as it was they when they last moved it, but 
they field house, which is now about to be demolished or sold. And that was a great facility for 
us. 

 

Bruce Leslie  20:37   

When you came to Brockport, did you have any impressions or any images of Brockport what 
brought you why did you come?  

 

Robert Boozer  20:47   

Brockport was similar to Slippery Rock the size of the school was was almost identical and the 
size of the town was almost identical. And so I the the atmosphere college atmosphere and the 
town of what I was used to  

 

Bruce Leslie  21:05   

and that was attractive to you  

 

Robert Boozer  21:06   

so I fit right into that. 



 

Bruce Leslie  21:07   

How did your wife feel having a come from homestead? How did she feel about Brockport?  

 

Robert Boozer  21:11   

She was great. Yeah, she that was no problem. But of course when we left there our folks 
thought. We would never, ever see us again. No, Not that bad. It was such a long way away in 
those days with the highways, no super, super highways and all that stuff. 

 

Bruce Leslie  21:31   

Did Brockport have any particular reputation yet in physical education and health 

 

Robert Boozer  21:36   

they were considered to be the one of the top schools as far as physical education and health is 
concerned at one time. It was said I don't know if this was official but it was said that if you 
wanted to have to hire a teacher, hire from Brockport, if you wanted to coach go to Cortland 
Their athletic program is well established and was a good one. And I think we sort of got into 
that a bit. But our reputation as a school for training of teachers and not only physical education 
but elementary as well and secondary was good. 

 

Bruce Leslie  22:22   

When you said courtland had the reputation if you want to hire a coach, were you did, Brockport 
have more of a reputation for health teachers or 

 

Robert Boozer  22:30   

both they were combined. We had a dual major. 

 

Bruce Leslie  22:33   

So in other words the reputation was you want a coach go to Cortland, if you want a teacher? 

 

Robert Boozer  22:37   



That was what was said, but it was that was not necessarily true after we got started. Because we 
had probably more coaches in Rochester area than Cortland did. And not only here, but all over 
the state. 

 

Bruce Leslie  22:52   

Do you know when the physical education and health specialty began for Brockport? 

 

Robert Boozer  22:57   

1946  

 

Bruce Leslie  22:59   

so it's post World War Two  

 

Robert Boozer  23:01   

Yes, and at that time, they brought in Clark Whitehead, who was the baseball coach and Hudley 
Parker started the soccer program. And then the basketball had been a part of the old normal 
school program. And Izer had taught that and he was on leave. And Marty Rogers was coaching. 
While he was on leave, and they brought him for Gaylord at the same time I came in 1947 to 
take over basketball I took football and then in 48 and Jim Forafulton came and he started 
swimming. And Rockcastle Verne Rockcastle started cross country and Track 

 

Bruce Leslie  23:59   

What do you attribute This explosion of sports teams to 

 

Robert Boozer  24:02   

Well, it was there was a great interest in sports by the students who were here. At that time they 
were coming out of the service where they had been exposed to the competitive athletics in their 
training and they they just wanted something to do. And so they started the group that was 
interested in football was playing touch football the year before I came. Well, in order to raise 
money to get the program started, they had a big piggy bank. That would hold about probably 
gallon or gallon and a half of water to you put it in and they had a big piggy bank and people 
were putting quarters and nickels and pennies and dimes in it to help to pay for the program 

 



Bruce Leslie  24:59   

One of my students. came across something in the stylus that some of the women on campus. I 
think we're having bake sales, were raising money  

 

Robert Boozer  25:05   

They did all sorts of things to start the football program. 

 

Bruce Leslie  25:09   

Was that to pay for the equipment or what did the money  

 

Robert Boozer  25:12   

well travel, well this is an example. We took our manager and Bob Jackson, he had an eight 
millimeter camera. And when we would go away, they took this eight millimeter camera along 
and he photographed as an amateur in the football game. And then on Mondays on Tuesdays, we 
would run it in the auditorium at the Hartwell and we had a little kitty back there if anybody 
wanted to contribute to it. When we got enough money we had the next away game filmed. That 
was the way we operate those days. 

 

Bruce Leslie  25:58   

Far Cry from division one athletics.  

 

Robert Boozer  26:01   

Oh, they take the pictures up in the press box and they have them down there instantly. 

 

Bruce Leslie  26:07   

Was it do you know if there was any opposition to creating a football team or did you ever feel 
any  

 

Robert Boozer  26:11   

Not that I'm aware of. And I think the way we handled it was the direction of Mr. Tuttle was it 
didn't antagonize anybody because we were not coming in here with a bunch of guys who only 



wanted to play football. They were students, and they were playing football, just as they were 
playing basketball. And all the rest if 'em. Football had a bad image. More so than the other 
sports. And We didn't have that here as you can understand why. 

 

Bruce Leslie  26:44   

Well, I I interviewed Gary Scoob last week, and he said he had the same feeling when he was 
here, early 60s that he just was a student who played who had happened to play football, but it 
was not a separate group of people as you hear of division one sometimes do you were there. 
anyone who particularly sort of grandfathered or supported the creation of the football team. 

 

Robert Boozer  27:08   

I don't know, I think it was a far as I understand it. There was a sort of a general feeling that was 
sort of built up that they liked it. They would like to have it and we used to get really good 
crowds because it wasn't much else for students to do in those days. Now I don't know what they 
do I guess they go down to the bar or something 

 

Bruce Leslie  27:34   

afraid so as we recently saw  

 

Robert Boozer  27:37   

so many other interests and and those people that come from schools that played football and 
they like to continue to see it. It was a really a great life. 

 

Bruce Leslie  27:53   

But you had good support those people turning out? 

 

Robert Boozer  27:56   

Oh, yeah. No. Oh, well. When I retired from coaching at from coaching football, I was the 
assistant athletic director and was in charge of the home games selling tickets and that kind of 
thing. So when all that stuff was done and the game was underway and we're not selling tickets 
up to half. So I'm over at the end and there was always a whole group of faculty who were at the 
games and they were sitting on the end and we just had a few bleachers and they were sitting 
there. So they're getting on a cliff Wilson, like ugly on ape So I said when there was a a lull I 



says, Gee, you know, it's very interesting for me to be here. I said, Now, I know what you were 
saying. Oh, no, no, no. I said Don't kid me these were guys that had not played football. Were 
masterminding, excuse me what cliff should have been doing and all that stuff. But that is 
forever thus. 

 

Bruce Leslie  29:01   

Afraid it always is. But your memories of the football seasons are good ones. 

 

Robert Boozer  29:06   

Oh, yes. I still well, just on Easter. I had three of my old time guys called that's what makes it 
nice. But there's one thing I've said that I don't have a feeling that if somebody knocks on the 
door he's gonna open up I'm gonna open and he's gonna punch me right in the mouth. We got 
along real well, I enjoyed them. 

 

Bruce Leslie  29:40   

I Know the number of people who told me I must, must come talk to you. Your reputation's 
obviously very good one and people many people remember you so very fondly there. How did 
we come to have a golden eagle for a mascot do you have any idea? 

 

Robert Boozer  29:57   

Well, there was a in 1947 they had a contest there were names that were selected like a 
nomination for the name of a mascot and not had a name before then. And so the Golden Eagle 
was given most votes when they put it up before the student body. The second was the Mustangs 
and I don't recall what the rest were. That was too 

 

Bruce Leslie  30:30   

And what year did you say that was? 

 

Robert Boozer  30:32   

47  

 

Bruce Leslie  30:33   



Okay, so, so fit right with the beginning of the football game. 

 

Robert Boozer  30:38   

I think at that time, there was a big interest in all sports. Like I mentioned, they started soccer 
and baseball and although they had had baseball in the old days with a normal school. Baseball 
with wind it was rejuvenated and soccer. And then football so 

 

Bruce Leslie  30:58   

and you promised to tell me the story. How the Golden Eagle became came to be dubbed 
Ellsworth. 

 

Robert Boozer  31:04   

Well that I don't know that's my middle name is Ellsworth. And this Bob Blocsom, who was a an 
end and a pull vaulter in track and an outstanding person. Veteran from Korea, married. And he 
had quite a bit of artistic talent. And he designed Ellsworth which was an eagle and he had all 
sorts of athletic equipment like a helmet and things like that. It was a cleverly done. So he ended 
up being Ellsworth. 

 

Bruce Leslie  31:45   

So it was his idea to dub him Ellsworth. 

 

Robert Boozer  31:50   

I don't know it grew out of something so  

 

Bruce Leslie  31:52   

Ah! so you don't know the origins. Intriguing. 

 

Robert Boozer  31:57   

That's what I was told. 

 

Bruce Leslie  32:00   



Was there ever a problem with too many GIS on the team having family responsibilities and 
other responsibilities? Do you have any problems? practice time 

 

Robert Boozer  32:09   

They were here under the GI Bill, which solved many of their financial problems and made it 
possible for many of that was the best thing that they ever did for the veterans. And I got my 
master's degree that way too. But no, they had what I call little America. They built, they got 
some barracks. They brought them up from Alfred. And they set them up parallel to the railroad 
tracks there by Hartwell between the hartwell gym and the railroad tracks. And that time there 
was a train going through there about every 10 minutes and either direction and they have these 
barracks there for the married vets And The stories that came out of there. They said they knew 
the trains were going through. But then at night there were not so many. They think that the train 
is coming right through the barracks. being alerted to loud noises. They had some of the concept 
house type buildings. That's why I call it little America. And that's where they had expanded the 
classrooms out to there, the biology department was out there and history and some 

 

Bruce Leslie  33:30   

jack Randall and Wayne dedmon have told me stories. 

 

Robert Boozer  33:32   

Some of the stories that came out of there were interesting. Dr. Queen who taught, did they tell 
you some of his stories he had I just learned these last summer that he had a hearing problem and 
he had a hearing aid and those days they had the little wash type thing, which is the reception for 
it. And so he had to leave the room. When he was out, his guys they were all they were a lot of 
fun. He came back and he asked this guy in front of a question and the guy lipped the answer. As 
Queen guessed it, so he adjusts the thing a little bit. And he asked, again, the guy lipped the 
answer Yes, turn it up again. And Then it has somebody else and the guy spoken. And it just 
about knocked his ears off. kinds of things. This guy, they were such a great joy. And other time 
he taught from a three by five cards. And so when he left the room to go into his office for 
something and they'd shuffle the deck, and he comes back as a real trooper that he was he just 
kept right on going in and never admitted the fact that they were mixed up, but he knew his 
subject well enough. So he didn't give them any satisfaction out of that. But I could tell you 
thousands stories about those guys. Were so much fun. 

 

Bruce Leslie  35:08   

I think in fact, faculty really got along quite well.  



 

Robert Boozer  35:11   

Oh, yes. The the doctor Tower. Good me. Dr. Tower and Dr. Mr. Tuttle made a great team. 
formality was it and we will be teaching a swimming class and then maybe have a free period 
and go up to check the mailbox or whatever. You put on your jacket. You put on your shirt and 
you put on your tie and you walked in and you got your mail and you went back down. Don't try 
it any other way. And now they come to school to teach in sweatpants, and they're in there all 
day. Doctor Tower and Mr. Tuttle would really be flipped out on that. 

 

Bruce Leslie  35:58   

I've heard that Dr. tower used to have a tea that faculty were expected to attend.  

 

Robert Boozer  36:03   

Oh, yes, Mrs. Miss Jackson, she had a Christmas tea and all that. All those were they were 
uncomplicated days but they were beautiful. Sort of a simple, relaxed type of thing. Any day you 
want to you could go a doctor Tower's office and just as an example, beginning of semester roast 
Rosser who talked to Nancy you probably have heard of her, her world reputation and in dance, 
well she had a notice on the bulletin board in the beginning of the semester, first meeting of the 
class, do not dress for class today where sneaks only. So Mike, kind of corny humor. I took it off 
the bulletin board and I went up to the Secretary and I said could I see Dr. Tower please and she 
says, Oh, yes just walk right in. So I went in and I said Dr. Tower, I think we ought to look into 
this. It says, Can I have that? Go down the road now. Could you imagine? Dr. Vanaweathering? 
Doctor Yu? No way. But that's the kind of a part of a relationship we had with the whole faculty. 
They were just one great group in fact they you know Roxbury is on the corner. Yeah. The entire 
faculty would have a Christmas dinner there. 

 

Bruce Leslie  37:36   

I envy that. That doctor Yu envies that because you may know I don't feel like Geneseo. The big 
tree inn the college has bought and fixed it up. And President Yu is very envious. He was he 
would love to have the Roxbury restored. 

 

Robert Boozer  37:51   

Oh, it was a great place. I lived there the first four months because I couldn't we couldn't find a 
house to rent. And I lived in Roxbury, great meals. It was a place to eat and the whole area. But 
they were elderly couple who, ran it and when they sold it it just deteriorated. 



 

Bruce Leslie  38:11   

I'd like that question about GIS on campus. I always hear two kinds of stories, though. One is, 
they were a lot of fun. So the other is that they're very impatient with a lot of college traditions 
that they found to be immature, like hazing and so on. And I can't quite put the two together. 

 

Robert Boozer  38:29   

I wasn't aware that that was a problem with the veterans. I think it was more of the time when 
nothing was right. With colleges, there was a period and there were unrest in the 60s. Yeah. And 
I don't think that that was associated with the veterans. 

 

Bruce Leslie  38:51   

So they felt comfortable joining right into college life. 

 

Robert Boozer  38:54   

Yeah. I never I never had the slightest doubt about that. But I think that the, the thing that you 
mentioned, came with the sophistication of the 60s. 

 

Bruce Leslie  39:08   

Quite the questioning of all those traditions. Yeah. We're about to run out of the first sides. 
Maybe we should take a little 

 

Robert Boozer  39:16   

break. Oh, would you like some coffee 

 

Robert Boozer  0:02   

They needed so much space for the athletic program. And for the physical education program, 
they had to move over to the space that was already there. And that was an interesting thing 
because Mr. Tuttle found out that that whole farm area was for sale. And it could be gotten very 
cheaply, he had visions of the time when we're going to need that. So we bought it convinced the 
state that they needed it. So they bought it was a great part a great buy.  

 



Bruce Leslie  0:31   

Do you have any idea when that was? 

 

Robert Boozer  0:34   

No, I would, I would think it would be in the late 40s. I wouldn't know. I'm quite sure it was. 

 

Bruce Leslie  0:46   

What was life like here for the wives. 

 

Robert Boozer  0:50   

Well, that was interesting, too, because at that time, they had a faculty wives group and it was 
something that was a holdover from the early tea days. And all that. So they did that. And like 
when my wife came and was new to the community and she went to the faculty wives. And all 
the new faculty wives came were introduced to me. And that's how they were assimilated into 
the college. Well, they always had formal dances and all of that. We rented tuxes. And all that 
so. 

 

Bruce Leslie  1:32   

when did that kind of life start to change? 

 

Robert Boozer  1:36   

Well, I think the big changes came in the 60s. And then there's faculty got larger there was a 
problem of where would they meet and all of that 

 

Bruce Leslie  2:00   

If I could take you back to the, to your first days here. Can you tell me much about the health and 
physical education program, its strengths and the weaknesses and character of it?  

 

Robert Boozer  2:12   

Well, it was modeled after the Springfield program, I'm quite sure because Mr. Powell was a 
graduate. of Springfield And well, at that time the Springfield graduates were in administrative 



positions all over the east. In fact at at one time, the only members of our physical education staff 
who were not Springfield were Marty Rogers, who had gone to Oklahoma and Tar Quiet who 
had gone to Michigan. And the rest of them were Springfield men. 

 

Bruce Leslie  2:53   

And what characterized the Springfield approach to health and physical education 

 

Robert Boozer  3:06   

And that was, I think it's fundamental for a physical education teacher to know, skills and to be 
able to teach them as it is for a math teacher. I think that was their philosophy that if you're going 
to teach skills you should know them and be able to do them. And so that's was the basis of our 
program and well, we had a program that covered every phase of physical activity that you might 
consider in almost all phases. They had a camping program where they had to go out and they 
had a camp, Totem up in Canada and eventually got a Totem camp up there at Totem in the 
Adirondacks. 

 

Bruce Leslie  3:52   

I'll have my Canada first. 

 

Robert Boozer  3:53   

Yeah, so they went over to Canada and they went over there for Summer Program and while they 
were going back over customs and the ordinarily they'd just bus through all kinds of scholar's 
buses, and that sort of thing. So the inspector he steps up to the bus and he says are you people 
from the United States Louavito my senator was a crazy gus, he now is in charge of 
transportation for the army is retired at the army West Point. He says lotsa people goin to thissa 
country. The guy, not to be taken by that says everybody out. everybody got out. They had to 
show their duffel. Lou was the most unpopular guy on that bus. Anyhow, then they had the camp 
Venture that was that was so far away. It didn't worked out. So they then moved to camp venture 
where they didn't disguise yourself like canoeing and all that was limited because up there, they 
could go for overnight canoe trips and all that. That was a part of the program. And then we have 
all sorts of rules. every sport in fact, I take my teaching schedule once a year, and I see I'm 
teaching lacrosse. I didn't know one lacrosse stick from the other, and I mean it. So I start to look 
for information lacrosse wass new then in those days. And I heard of a guy down in john hopkins 
was one of the top schools in the lacrosse.  

 

Bruce Leslie  5:46   



I spent four years there.  

 

Robert Boozer  5:47   

Did you forget the name of the guy,  

 

Bruce Leslie  5:50   

a great coach or  

 

Robert Boozer  5:51   

he was a he was a writer. He wrote a coach and he wrote a book on lacrosee. Yeah. So I 
contacted him and he says well I'm not finished with the book. But he said, I'll send you a copy 
of my manuscript. I said, Would you mind if I take some parts of it and convert it into something 
that I can teach them? And he said I'd be glad to. So he sent me the manuscript I go through and 
pick out things I think, they ought to know go out behind I read the book in the manual and I go 
out behind the auditorium over there and I cradle and all that stuff some of the time we got to 
where I was in the spring when I was teaching it, I could handle a stick so. that's the way and 
then eventually. These guys they went out and they started to get interested in lacrosse in the area 
known across and around this area is pretty big. 

 

Bruce Leslie  6:53   

And I guess if you had some Long Island students, 

 

Robert Boozer  6:56   

they were not here yet. So but Every phase was for swimming diving, I had to do everything. 
And contrast that with let those were all required. You had to take it. And they there would be a 
one hour course and a half hour course or a quarter course like winter sports, winter sports, 
which was kind of whether we have it was very unlikely one year we didn't get on skis at all. 
And we didn't have bus buses at those times to take them down to a ski rink. We would we went 
up here to smoke where there're churches on the hill, we've skied down that we got permission to 
go there. So it was a good place for trading. They could learn the basics. But that was the type of 
thing and everything, everything you could Imagine was a tar net that that was a quarter hour 
course because it was only taught for once one quarter of a semester or one half a semester.  

 

Bruce Leslie  7:53   



How long did that that curriculum that skill based curriculum stay in force. 

 

Robert Boozer  7:58   

Well, that's it changed in about I'd say roughly 1960. We had these new people come in and they 
had new ideas about how it should be done. They had a lot of good ideas, but they strayed away 
from the fact that if you're going to be a physical education teacher, you should know basic skills 
and a wide range. Which we like I mentioned everything we can think about. We have tunneling 
gymnastics you name it. And so then they put it an elective deal that they could choose and the 
things that they wanted well, naturally if you're not very good at swimming you're not gonna 
choose swimming, and well, I even at that time I got into supervising student teachers and I 
would be out. Then that is the student was caught in a bind because he didn't have the 
preparation for the types of things that are being taught. Here's a guy who was supposed to teach 
you your love of wrestling. And he didn't have a wrestling class. He didn't choose wrestling. And 
here he is. Now what is the sponsor teacher going to him? What is my supervisors going to do 
with him? 

 

Bruce Leslie  9:02   

Who were some of the people who were pushing, developing a new curriculum, 

 

Robert Boozer  9:25   

many of them aren't here now they've retired or they have left and it was it was well, I probably 
the last one. Still, there's Joe Winning. And all those new people they've gone to school under a 
different philosophy and so they were stressing the four areas of social, physical and 
philosophical and all that. And so that they revised the curriculum in that way and made a lot of 
electives. And I was doing supervision was in charge it at the time. And I would ask the people 
out there, what do you want our student teachers to be able to do? What should they know? They 
said like they used to know this, this and this and this. So what area Do you find them weak in? 
Well, they can't do this, they can't do this, and they can't do this. And so well, as an example, I 
was had a student teacher in Kenmore, a girl. And that was the change of a human. And she says, 
I said, What are you going to teach in your next year? She's says basketball. And I said, What is 
your background in basketball? And she said, I don't have any. I said did you select the 
basketball is one of the courses that you would take when you were there. And she said, No. I 
said, You're in trouble. Instead do you have any, does your sponsor teacher books on basketball 
She goes, I don't know. So here she's supposed to start the unit the next week. In our 
conversations, he asked me what is the difference between offense and defense in basketball? 
Now, we're putting out someone like that. And they say, if you want to hire teachers, we got to. 

 



Bruce Leslie  11:29   

Did this, How did we compare with cortland on this? did it affect our reputation? Vis a vis them? 

 

Robert Boozer  11:35   

I don't really know. I don't know how much they change their program. I really couldn't say 
we've had no major problems with placement, I guess. I suppose we're placing as many as they 
do, but. 

 

Bruce Leslie  11:53   

was changing the curriculum controversial 

 

Robert Boozer  11:57   

It was with the old timers who were there. Yes. As I mentioned, the men were most of them were 
from Springfield. Basic Skills, orientation 

 

Bruce Leslie  12:08   

and who were the major movers in changing in changing the curriculum. You mentioned Joe 
linek. 

 

Robert Boozer  12:15   

Fraley,  

 

fraley was the dean at the time. He had hired people who had the same philosophy. So in many 
ways, it was good. But if you're going to be a physical education teacher, you should be able to 
do these things. 

 

Bruce Leslie  12:16   

Warren Fraley  

 

So you like the broadening in the social and 



 

Robert Boozer  12:39   

The academic part of it was good. They were doing a good job of that. But when it came to the 
fact that you're a physical education teacher and not a research man, then we parted company and 
we couldn't see them, throwing away all the requirements for basic skills because we know that 
the basic nature of a person who is not skilled is not going to take something in which he has no 
skill. Because he has to get a grade. 

 

Bruce Leslie  13:08   

Yes. Very, very common sense, here. Yeah. Believe Warren came in 1970. I think did the 
changes precede Warren?  

 

Robert Boozer  13:19   

There was some Yes, yeah, we had some, but I don't recall who was the who we had a number of 
changes in the heads of the head of the department during that interim time. There were some but 
I think the greatest influx of new faculty was was fairly as I said, they had good ideas. But we 
forgot what our purpose was to teach skills 

 

Bruce Leslie  13:48   

Threw out the baby with the bathwater. 

 

Robert Boozer  13:52   

That's what I think it does. And I know that we were very, very badly criticized because of the 
fact that our teachers student teachers didn't know the basic skills of basics, well basketball. One 
of the criticisms is in our physical education program is that they just throw out the ball. They 
don't teach and they just have them play basketball. If you don't know anything about basketball 

 

Bruce Leslie  14:23   

Irt's what you have to do  

 

Robert Boozer  14:25   



And swimming, they would go to a school that had a swimming pool and didn't know how to 
swim. So, but in the old program, you had to take swimming. 

 

Bruce Leslie  14:37   

Was there a change? From a time where everyone who took physical education was going to be a 
teacher?  

 

Robert Boozer  14:43   

Yeah, so that that was a good change because we had so many. We had, I think they had about 
1400 in that program at that time. We're just about that. And that was another great thing that 
they did was to change and give them an opportunity to get into if they're interested in physical 
education that the person who is not interested in teaching skills, there is a place for a person like 
that. So those were great changes. 

 

Bruce Leslie  15:15   

So basically you're happy with virtually all the changes except the dropping of the skills 
requirements, 

 

Robert Boozer  15:22   

Yeah, they had skills requirements, they had to have a block blocks of different categories of 
maybe team sports, individual sports, aquatics, and so on. And they had to choose from 
something from all of each of these eventually they got to that, that they had to choose something 
from each of them but they still didn't have the breadth that the old curriculum had. I guess you 
can understand I'm an old timer when it comes to. If you're going to teach math, you have To 
know how to add, subtract and divide and all that stuff. If you're going to teach skills in physical 
education, you should know skills. 

 

Bruce Leslie  16:08   

And you associate that philosophy very much with Springfield  

 

Robert Boozer  16:12   

Slippery rock, Springfield, and the old Brockport 

 



Bruce Leslie  16:18   

Can you talk about how Brockport changed after Al Brown came? Or the changes? how it 
developed after Al Brown came? 

 

Robert Boozer  16:27   

Oh, Al was great. For the for the time. I thought he did a good job of it. Al was a person who. He 
was a people person too, he knew how to do things and who to talk to and he got things done. I 
think at the time of our expansion that he was a good man for that. I think as far as our programs 
for the college in general was concerned that he opened As I mentioned in the letter I wrote 
about the time he retired that he opened the eyes of many people as to what a part of a broad 
field of education should be that we were sort of narrow minded at up to that point and he said 
let's do some things which he did which I thought was good.  

 

Bruce Leslie  17:18   

Are you suggesting that toward the end of his presidency perhaps that president tower was 
holding on to a philosophy that  had outlived its days? 

 

Robert Boozer  17:29   

Well, Dr. Tower was a traditionalist and they don't advance things too far, but they make things 
good where they are. 

 

Bruce Leslie  17:45   

And I guess you were here for almost the same years as the tower presidency. So was it a pretty 
stable place then from your arrival till president Tower's resignation?  

 

Robert Boozer  17:56   

Oh, yes. in all areas of the college life as a teacher there was a great place to be 

 

Bruce Leslie  18:17   

what were your most interesting experiences as a football coach or what you mentioned a few 
but do any others jump to mind that are particularly interesting or pleasurable? 

 



Robert Boozer  18:31   

I don't know. There are a whole lot of them. The thing that I look back on now as every year the 
football program comes out it has the record and its there forever. And I look at that. And I then 
question myself, should I have agreed to this? Because they look at the staff of today. They don't 
see my staff I think now if I had cut these guys down to 50 men, or 33, 33 would be logical for 
two guys to handle then we would have had a much better result because we had a lot of good 
football players. but when you try to keep was the philosophy that everybody should have a 
chance to play within reason. And you take everybody and you don't cut 'em. that if I had taken a 
different approach to it, I think my record would have been better And I said, What the hell? The 
guys rhat played here were happy I think you won't find too many of them that would disagree. 
Yeah, I feel should have done better. 

 

Bruce Leslie  20:00   

So even though your players remember you so fondly the win loss record bothers you in some 

 

Robert Boozer  20:05   

Well it does when I see that program because as I look into that they see me down there in the 
stands as a dumb guy he didn't know an offense from a defensive 

 

Bruce Leslie  20:19   

I doubt that's how people look in fact and of course your record was much more successful than 
that of most of people who followed you 

 

Robert Boozer  20:28   

for a while Yes, yeah. Yeah, Moody he didn't have too much success. Clifton had. There weren't 
much more, I've said that. I think sometimes there are clouds sitting over like you know, in the 
old comic where this guy, the cloud is sitting over top of him and it says Joe fitz or whatever his 
name was. that sits over Brockport because there were games that might have been won, and 
they weren't. So many of those that you look back on. 

 

Bruce Leslie  20:56   

So you agreed with the policy and are glad you didn't recruit but you wish you Could have pared 
the team down and 

 



Robert Boozer  21:02   

yeah, if I could have had a bigger staff. But that was the you play the hand that's dealt you and 
that's what it was. 

 

Bruce Leslie  21:13   

I was out of the country when they celebrated your 50th anniversary of the team. Can you tell me 
a bit about about that? 

 

Robert Boozer  21:21   

Well, it was great to have all those guys back. We came back and they stayed their headquarters 
was over the Holiday Inn off the airport. A lot of time that was It was great.  

 

Bruce Leslie  21:38   

It must been a wonderful feeling. How many guys came back? 

 

Robert Boozer  21:44   

There were 23 I think 

 

Bruce Leslie  21:47   

and were they from the original team or 

 

Robert Boozer  21:48   

Yeah 

 

Bruce Leslie  21:50   

You must be very proud. Seeing them and know they took all that trouble to come back. 

 

Robert Boozer  21:58   

Well, it's many I've kept in touch And with that later Team 1957 team, they have a sort of 
affinity for each other they they get together. And Joe Bellanca who started the BOCES program 



over in the West. He keeps a newsletter, and emails it out and these people send in information 
about themselves. He puts it in this newsletter and sends it out to them. 

 

Bruce Leslie  22:28   

Could you spell his last name for me? 

 

Robert Boozer  22:30   

Bellanca B-E-L-L-A-N-C-A, Joe. 

 

Bruce Leslie  22:36   

We should have copies of that in the archives. I will. 

 

Robert Boozer  22:41   

He has. He sends his newsletter out to everyone who's on that list. Well, they adopted the Dave 
Cohen who was here for that 50th so there's 5017 adopted him. He gets a letter, there was 
another one who was played in the 80s He was here and he's a Marine, Lieutenant Colonel from 
North Carolina. And he was adopted by these guys because he's roaming around didn't know 
anybody. And so they they just adopted him and so he gets the newsletter. Very green bunch. 

 

Bruce Leslie  23:15   

That must mean much more than a one loss record. I would Imagine. 

 

Robert Boozer  23:19   

Oh, yeah, it does help that. Yeah. But they don't. People who open up the program, don't see that. 
They don't see what one assistant coach for all those years. 

 

Bruce Leslie  23:37   

Have you  

 

Robert Boozer  23:37   



Cliff accepted it and so did I, so that's it. 

 

Bruce Leslie  23:42   

Have you been close to any of the coaches? who succeeded or the coaches in the last couple 
decades,  

 

Robert Boozer  23:47   

the coaches  

 

Bruce Leslie  23:48   

Yeah, have you 

 

Robert Boozer  23:49   

Well Cliff has died. He died A year after he retired. 

 

Bruce Leslie  23:55   

And Jerry is gone?  

 

Robert Boozer  23:57   

Yeah  

 

Bruce Leslie  23:58   

Did you get to know Ed Madacovich or Rocco or 

 

Robert Boozer  24:01   

Yeah, I get one picture of Joe on my desk of Rocco and his kids from Christmas cards. I haven't 
heard from Madacovich since he left but and Moody? I don't know where he is. I didn't get to 
know him. Rogers is still in town. He did. I forgot to mention that he did have a freshman team 
for two years after starting in 40 1940. AT and a quarterback who was wounded and couldn't 
play Tuffy Longini from from Leroy who is now dead. they coached a freshman squad. So that 



took some of the pressure off there for a couple of years and then that was dropped. They at that 
time travelled for games and that kind of stuff. And Rogers had other responsibilities and he 
became so the freshman squad was dropped. 

 

Bruce Leslie  25:13   

Do you feel comfortable with the way Division Three athletics is now run? 

 

Robert Boozer  25:18   

Oh yeah 

 

Bruce Leslie  25:19   

So I imagine that's more keeping the philosophy you had in other schools. 

 

Robert Boozer  25:23   

It's near to that with those scholarships and all that. Yeah, I have mixed feelings about 
scholarships. Right. I think if we're going to in division one, if we're going to take advantage of 
the tough lives those guys live and make money on it.  And they can't do anything. They can't 
even work during the season of school so that anybody. I think that's wrong. 

 

Bruce Leslie  26:00   

Are you more comfortable with Division Three. 

 

Robert Boozer  26:03   

Oh yeah. But I also think that division three doesn't have the pressure at the present time doesn't 
have the pressure on 'em that these guys in Division Two, all of the State University, University 
schools and Pennsylvania one division two. we used to always play them and they were going to 
tough 

 

Bruce Leslie  26:25   

Nance field regularly. 

 



Robert Boozer  26:27   

Nance Field, Slippery Rock. We played them twice. Oh, I want to win that game. We played 
them up here. And they beat us 12 to two and one third of our squad was out with the flu. And 
That hurt and then they got the flu the next week. Nothing Against, Slippery Rock but it 
would've been just such a great thing to have won that game 

 

Bruce Leslie  26:58   

I noticed the dramatic change in team and football when Ed began coaching. What do you 
attribute? If I'm correct about that? What do you attribute that change to  

 

Robert Boozer  27:10   

his personality? He was a Go Go guy. He was organized. And he was dedicated and he was 
knowledgeable. And he was able to sell anybody who wanted to own a program. 

 

Bruce Leslie  27:28   

And you think Rocco was having much luck? 

 

Robert Boozer  27:30   

I think so rocky has had bad luck. He should have won more games. It's that little cloud  

 

Bruce Leslie  27:38   

the last season What two three games were lost in the last minute, I think  

 

Robert Boozer  27:42   

oh, that's what hurts  

 

Bruce Leslie  27:43   

last season. 

 

Robert Boozer  27:44   



We lost the game with Clarion and were really And Clarion was a tough team. We lost to them. 
And they had a kicker. And in those days, we didn't have a clock. But they had a kicker. And 
they figured that time was about running out and they kicked the field goal 48 yards in those 
days 

 

Bruce Leslie  28:05   

with those old balls,  

 

Robert Boozer  28:06   

yeah, 48 yards and the game is over. And they beat us by two points. Those are the ones that hurt  

 

Bruce Leslie  28:20   

I guess that's a moment when a coach is so important to the players. 

 

Robert Boozer  28:25   

I have one. in those days we ended up with a tie score zero zero and the whole line seven of them 
and the quarterback played the entire game. Both offense and defense. I thought I had a clipping 
here but I don't know. 

 

Bruce Leslie  28:52   

So they went both ways. 

 

Robert Boozer  28:57   

And so I sent a copy of this clipping I just came across it and I sent a copy of this clipping to 
each of those guys And they called and wrote back about reminiscing about that game. And I 
have mixed feelings about it. And So if I if we had substituted more what would we have won 
but they were playing their hearts out. They stopped everything Cortland was supposed to whoop 
us good. And they played their hearts out from there. So I said, We'll stay with it. So they call 
back and they write about the Thrill they had out of That 

 

Bruce Leslie  29:41   

was cortland the biggest rival back then  



 

Robert Boozer  29:43   

Well, Alfred was at that time too Alfred. Alfred was a good football team in those days. We tried 
to get one going with Rochester But after that squeaker that they it wasn't really a squeaker but it 
was to them because they knew we were coming on and they were. And so we weren't able to 
play them anymore. Recently probably, I think maybe, maybe Madacovic we played I don't 
know.  

 

Bruce Leslie  30:14   

I think we played them in the 80s. I don't know if it was moody or Madacovic or both. Yeah. I 
think they then dropped us. How do you feel today when you're sitting in the stands and you 
realize you you began this over half a century ago,  

 

Robert Boozer  30:38   

I don't really think much about it. There were times of now you can understand why these 
regulations are so scrutinized so thoroughly by NCAA. We had a registration All of us worked 
on registration and they came through and this guy slides his paper in there and he's James 
Royston. Are you the James Royston? He says What do you mean? I said, Did you play that back 
for Alfred? He said Yeah. I said Welcome aboard. He scored three touchdowns against us as a 
freshman. So he was in Korea and he came here. Well, he was telling me about this Les Goebel 
who was his roommate. Les Goebel went on from Alfred to play for the Chicago cars at that time 
they were in Chicago. He said Les didn't have enough credits to be an upper sophomore by the 
time he was there four years. So so the academic requirements and all that they've been stuffed 
up because there're Lots of people that even when I was coaching, Eunovich she was a great 
character and a good coach. But 

 

Bruce Leslie  32:09   

oh, Alex who was there? 

 

Robert Boozer  32:11   

Eunovich  

 

Bruce Leslie  32:12   

Fifty years? I think, 



 

Robert Boozer  32:13   

He's been there for a long time. Yeah. He was a great character. 

 

Bruce Leslie  32:17   

I don't know if you saw but we were on national television because I believe we were his last 
game. And they and I'd been at the game and then turned on the CBS News there was Dan 
Rather talking about Eunovich and at the very end, he mentioned the score and they they had 
beaten us but Eunovich got us on the national television. 

 

Robert Boozer  32:37   

They oh there're stories after stories about Eunovich. 

 

Bruce Leslie  32:40   

How did you and other coaches get along? Do you generally view each other as educators? Or 
was it pretty fierce rivalry?  

 

Robert Boozer  32:47   

No, there was at the day of a game yeah, there was rivalry. But well they were friends after that, I 
had no problem with him. We get together and we just just enjoy each other's company lie a lot. 
Eunovich, we were at the game. And I'm using all your time here. Eunovich. We were playing 
down there and I see him in our locker room. Before the game. He's walking back and forth. And 
I go over and I say, Alex, what are you doing over here? And he says, Aw, just looking around. 
And I said, Well, we got things to do, Alex so he grinned and he left. And I said, What was he 
telling you guys about? He says he told us that he his guards. They have never played guard 
before. And he says that his halfback is older than all this kind of stuff. He hopes it that we Don't 
get on too hard tonight and this stuff. Well I said I said, timeout, whatever Alex, Eunovich told 
you just discard it Because it's well known that Alex Eunovich's guards are former fullbacks. He 
likes them quick and he likes them tough and he likes them big. So don't figure that you're going 
to run all over those. That's the kind of stuff. He was. He was a great guy All right. 

 

Bruce Leslie  34:25   



Now I obviously a football team playing next to a vaunted soccer team at times. Did you feel you 
were overshadowed in any way or was it difficult to be playing at a time when Brockport was 
also a soccer power?  

 

Robert Boozer  34:40   

I don't think there was any rivalry between us the coach and I are with the team. They had their 
success. They were playing the game. We were playing ours and we were winning some losing 
some. And that's what it's all about. I wasn't aware of any rivalry between 

 

Bruce Leslie  34:56   

Who drew bigger crowds traditionally  

 

Robert Boozer  34:58   

Football  

 

Bruce Leslie  34:59   

football 

 

Robert Boozer  35:01   

And that was hard to understand But see, there's a little more action to football. And I think that's 
borne out in a Major League Soccer that they're still hoping that it's going to catch on and the 
United States but football is still King. So 

 

Bruce Leslie  35:20   

when I came to Brockport in 1970, soccer was growing bigger crowds, but that must have been a 
change. 

 

Robert Boozer  35:28   

Well, they didn't have bleachers, for them in soccer, than they did have for football. Those 
removable bleachers. I don't know, it seemed to be more of a football interest. 

 



Bruce Leslie  35:41   

And I suppose you were before the time where football coaches tried to draft soccer kickers to 
kick extra points in field goals. 

 

Robert Boozer  35:48   

Well, we did have one who came over from soccer he was a goalie and he came over and the 
first time he ever had a football uniform on, he kicked off had nothing to do with that, I wouldn't 
have touched that with a 10 foot pole. And huttley knew that, the kids that knew him and his 
friends were playing football. He wanted to be over with them. So they knew I didn't have 
anything to do with it 

 

Bruce Leslie  36:14   

Why was Huttley so dramatically successful do you think? 

 

Robert Boozer  36:18   

Well, He knew his business. He was a quietly went about his business and he knew what he was 
doing. Another thing was it's the schools that he had played some tough ones army and Penn 
State and all that. He knew his way around a soccer field. He had the type of personality tpo has  
made him a great coach. 

 

Bruce Leslie  36:47   

I've often heard of the famous victory over army and it was in 1955. 

 

Robert Boozer  36:53   

They had great rivalries and they played the Navy too and he got had contact with Navy because 
his two sons went to Annapolis, played soccer there, how he got tied up with the army. He knew 
that the coach from college days I guess, and just thought, oh we oughtta play. We, we were 
playing Southern Connecticut, and we were on our way down there and Brockport was playing at 
West Point. And I didn't say anything to Huttley we were going to be there because I arranged 
with the bus driver that we would pull into the field. And so all of a sudden, out of the bus comes  
these guys who are hootin and hollerin from Brockport. And they them Brockport guys on soccer 
were so surprised. They gotta jump outta that.  

 



Bruce Leslie  37:49   

Did they win that game?  

 

Robert Boozer  37:50   

Yeah 

 

Bruce Leslie  37:51   

Maybe Maybe you get credit for the great victory over army 

 

Robert Boozer  37:57   

but that's the kind of muddy relationship I think between the teams there was no rivalry at all. In 
fact, we had an open meet my first year here there. We had an open meet. We had a lot of 'em. 
And Huttley invited me to go with him up to Hamilton to a soccer game, I went on a team trip 
with him. The whole atmosphere on the college and with teams was if we didn't have a game, we 
were at a soccer game, and if they they were over our. The whole whole atmosphere was just a 
family deal. The faculty rode with at the Basketball games and the football games and the faculty 
would assemble there and Travel away that we'd go to Ithaca to cortland wherever Aldred and 
there's a whole bunch of faculty people who were right there with us. That was a great feeling.  

 

Bruce Leslie  38:57   

Yeah. So it sounds it that you have very fond memories of the 40s 50s period, although I also 
hear a little ambivalence that you feel it was time for the college to change a bit. 

 

Robert Boozer  39:09   

So it was and I coached track too and I was very happy with that. 

 

Bruce Leslie  39:26   

Did you coach John Isho? 

 

Robert Boozer  39:28   



Yeah. john was he was the kind of guy when he came here. He had been a miler in high school. 
And his coach in high school at Jefferson High School in Rochester said, like, john has the kind 
of mentality that says, I'll show him so john came up. At one time or other during his career, he 
won the hundred, the 200, the well the 220 the 440 the 880 and ran both legs on the relay. He did 
relay and it didn't make any difference what, he we were down to Alfred and our sprinter 
Rothland pulled up with a hamstring JOHN comes over he says I'll run it. So he was already in 
the 300 intermediate hurdles and a half. And so he ran on 100 and the 200 and the 300 meters 
hurdles. So he was that kind of guy. So  

 

Bruce Leslie  40:28   

well, I guess your legacy lives on because John's the track coach today. 

 

Robert Boozer  40:36   

And I see they hired Ron Hardy, who was a jumper and he's going to be assistant coach. He was 
coaching Rochester. 

 

Bruce Leslie  40:45   

And john also became a very fine social studies teacher. 

 

Robert Boozer  40:48   

Oh, yeah. Well, he's, he's enthusiastic and wants to know, he's 

 

Bruce Leslie  40:54   

our tape is about to run out in a minute or two. Is there anything else you would like to say?  

 

Robert Boozer  41:02   

you heard enough of this I'm quite Sure. endless numbers of stories.  

 

Bruce Leslie  41:09   

Thank you for sharing those, and I'm sure many people will enjoy hearing and reading them in 
the future. 



 

Robert Boozer  41:17   

I don't have too many occasions when I look back on it with regret. 

 

Bruce Leslie  41:20   

That's wonderful to hear a marvelous way to end 

 

Robert Boozer  41:24   

well as I have enjoyed my years at Brockport. 

 

Bruce Leslie  41:28   

Thank you very much.  

 

Robert Boozer  41:29   

Thank you. 

 

 


