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**Routing Number #17 07-08 UC

COLLEGE SENATE OFFICE
RESOLUTION PROPOSAL COVER PAGE

Replaces Resolution #
**Routing # assigned by Senate Office

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS: FEBRUARY 28
Incomplete proposals or proposals received after the deadline may not be reviewed until next semester.

INSTRUCTIONS – please, no multiple attachments – each proposal must be submitted as one document:
• Submit only complete proposals. Include support letters from department chair and dean.
• Proposals must be prepared individually in Word format using committee guidelines (guidelines online).
• Fill out this cover page for each proposal and insert it electronically as the front page of your document. (available online at
www.brockport.edu/collegesenate)
• Email whole proposal with cover page as one attachment to senate@brockport.edu and facprez@brockport.edu .
• All updates must be resubmitted to the Senate office with the original cover page including routing number.
• Questions? Call the Senate office at 395-2586 or the appropriate committee chairperson.

1. PROPOSAL TITLE: Please be somewhat descriptive, i.e. Graduate Probation/Dismissal Proposal, rather than
Graduate Proposal.
Re-designate the Information Systems track of the Computer Science major as a separate major in
Computer Information Systems
2. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSAL:

The Department of Computer Science at SUNY Brockport currently offers an undergraduate degree program leading to a B.S. degree in
Computer Science (HEGIS Code 0701.00) under three distinct tracks. We propose that the Information Systems track be re-designated as
a separate major in Computer Information Systems (HEGIS Code 0702.00) leading to a B.S. degree. This is only a change in the title of
the program. There are no changes to the required coursework or credits. Consequently there are no resource implications. We propose
the change in title for the following two reasons: for meeting the program naming criteria of the accrediting agency ABET, Inc. and for
better visibility and promotion of the information systems program.

3. ANTICIPATED EFFECTIVE DATE:

August 1, 2008 or as soon as SED approval is received

4. SUBMISSION & REVISION DATES: PLEASE PUT A DATE ON ALL UPDATED DOCUMENTS TO

AVOID CONFUSION.

First Submission
January 23, 2008

Updated on

Updated on

February 20, 2008

5. SUBMITTED BY: (contact person)

Name

Dr. Kad Lakshmanan

Department

Computer Science

Phone

395-5181

Updated on

6. COMMITTEES TO COPY: (Senate office use only)

Standing Committee

__ Enrollment Planning & Policies
__ Faculty & Professional Staff Policies
_ General Education & Curriculum Policies *
__ Graduate Curriculum & Policies
__ Student Policies
__ Undergraduate Curriculum & Policies
* follow special Gen Ed procedures for submission of
General Education proposals at “How to Submit
Proposals” on our Website.

Forwarded To

Email

KLakshma@brockport.edu

To Committee for approval
Committee Chair Sign Here When Passed
To Executive Committee
GED to Vice Provost
To Senate
To College President
REJECTED -WITHDRAWN

Date

1/24/08, 2/20/08

2/25/08
NA
3/3/08, vote 3/24/08
4/8/08
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State University of New York College at Brockport
Department of Computer Science
Major in Computer Information Systems

Intent of the Proposal
The Department of Computer Science at SUNY Brockport currently offers an undergraduate degree
program leading to a B.S. degree in Computer Science (HEGIS Code 0701.00) under three distinct tracks:
Advanced Computing (accredited by the Computing Accreditation Commission (CAC) of ABET, Inc.),
Software Development, and Information Systems. We propose that the Information Systems track be redesignated as a separate major in Computer Information Systems (HEGIS Code 0702.00) leading to a B.S.
degree. This is only a change in the title of the program. There are no changes to the required
coursework or credits. Consequently there are no resource implications. We propose the change in title
for the following two reasons: for meeting the program naming criteria of the accrediting agency ABET,
Inc. and for better visibility and promotion of the information systems program.
Note: Information provided below is numbered in accordance with Appendix E (Guideline for Revision of
Existing Academic Programs) of the SUNY 2003 Handbook for the Submission of Undergraduate Academic
Program Proposals.
1 General Information
Name of the program (by registered title):

Computer Science

Degree Awarded:
SEDProgram Code Number:
HEGISCode:

Bachelor of Science (BS)
03367
0701.00

This proposal requests separation and re-designation of the Information Systems track:
Proposed Name of the Program:
Proposed Degree to be Awarded:
Proposed HEGISCode:
Teacher Certification:
Now York State Licensure:

Computer Information Systems
Bachelor of Science (BS)
0702.00
No
No
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2 Rationale for the Change
Undergraduate degree programs in computing-related disciplines were introduced in this country in the
1960’s. In the last 40+ years, the field of computing has grown rapidly in many dimensions. Accordingly,
there are many kinds of computing-related undergraduate degree programs now, with a variety of titles.
The Computing Curricula 2005 (www.acm.org/education/curric_vols/CC2005-March06Final.pdf) document,
released by the Association for Computing Machinery (ACM) and the Institute of Electrical and Electronic
Engineers (IEEE), identifies the commonalities and the distinct characteristics of five specific types of
computing programs that are prominent today: Computer Engineering, Computer Science, Information
Systems, Information Technology, and Software Engineering. The Computing Accreditation Commission
(CAC) of ABET, Inc. currently accredits three types of computing programs: computer science, information
systems, and information technology.
The Computer Science program at SUNY Brockport is one of the earliest, if not the first one in the SUNY
system. President Brown sent a letter of intent for a major in Computer Science for approval by Albany in
December 1973. A positive response was received in February 1974. The track on information systems
was added in 1998. The Department of Computer Science plans to seek ABET accreditation for the
information systems program at the earliest opportunity.
We believe that the time is now ripe to re-designate the Information Systems track as a separate major
titled Computer Information Systems to better reflect the content and the educational objectives of the
program. Two concrete reasons for proposing the title change are:
1. The accreditation criteria of the Computing Accreditation Commission (CAC) of ABET has two parts:
general criteria that apply to all computing programs and three sets of additional criteria that are
specific to computer science or information systems or information technology programs. Our
program is currently designated in student transcripts as Computer Science major (Information
Systems track). Since both phrases ‘‘computer science’’ and ‘‘information systems’’ appear in the
title, our program will have to meet two sets of specific criteria for a successful accreditation ---- the
criteria specific to computer science programs and the criteria specific to information systems
programs. By changing the title to Computer Information Systems, we will ensure that our
program is subject to only one set of criteria ---- the criteria specific to information systems
programs. For a successful accreditation, our Information Systems track must be re-designated as
a separate major in Computer Information Systems.
2. The External Advisory Board of the Department of Computer Science, which met in May 2007, has
advised the department very strongly to pursue a title change for improved visibility of the
information systems program and to prevent possible confusion for potential employers resulting
from the complementary nature of the objectives and strengths of computer science and
information systems programs.
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2.1

Relationship to Mission and Strategic Planning

The mission of SUNY Brockport "has the success of its students as its highest priority, emphasizing
student learning, and encompassing admission to graduate and professional schools, employment, and
civic engagement in a culturally diverse society and in globally interdependent communities". The
College’s MOU (Mission Review II, November 2006, page 9) with SUNY clearly indicates as one of the goals:
"seek accreditation for the Information Systems track of the Computer Science major". In order to seek
ABET accreditation, the title of the program needs to be changed to meet the program naming criteria of
ABET. Thus, this program is not a significant academic departure for the campus or a change in campus
mission. Both Monroe Community College (MCC) and the Genesee Community College (GCC), the two largest
feeders of transfer students for SUNY Brockport, offer A.S. degree programs in Computer Information
Systems. We have very good articulation with these two schools, allowing transfer students to complete
our B.S. degree program comfortably in two additional years.
3 Curriculum Outline
The requirements for the new major in Computer Information Systems will be identical to the
requirements for the existing Information Systems track of the Computer Science major. As already
stated, this is only a change in title. There are no changes to the required coursework or credits. Hence,
the side-by-side comparison shown in the next page lists identical program requirements.
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Existing Program
Computer Science (Information Systems Track)

New Program
Computer Information Systems

For a major in computer science in the IS track, a student must
complete the following 65 credits of computer science, computer
information systems, mathematics, and information systems
environment courses. In addition, the grade for each of CSC 203, CSC
205, CIS 202 and CIS 303 must be ‘‘C’’ or better. Other restrictions apply.
See Notes below.

For a major in computer information systems, a student must complete
the following 65 credits of computer science, computer information
systems, mathematics, and information systems environment courses.
In addition, the grade for each of CSC203, CSC 205, CIS 202 and CIS 303
must be ‘‘C’’ or better. Other restrictions apply. See Notes below

A. Core Courses (35 Credits)
CSC
CSC
CSC
CSC
CSC
CIS
CIS
CIS

203
205
209
442
486
202
206
303

CIS

317

CIS

419

CIS

422

CIS

427

Credits

Fundamentals of Computer Science I
Fundamentals of Computer Science II
UNIX Tools
E-Commerce Technology
Junior/Senior Seminar
Fundamentals of Information Systems
IT Tools
Information Technology Hardware
and
Software
Analysis and Logical Design of Information
Systems
Computer Networks and Internet
Applications
Physical Design and Implementation with
DBMS
Project Management and Practice

A. Core Courses (35 Credits)
4
4
1
3
3
3
1
3

CSC
CSC
CSC
CSC
CSC
CIS
CIS
CIS

203
205
209
442
486
202
206
303

4

CIS

317

3

CIS

419

3

CIS

422

3

CIS

427

B. Elective Courses (6 Credits)
Two CSCor CIScourses numbered 400-489, selected under
advisement. See notes below.

6

4
4
1
3
3
3
1
3
4
3
3
3

Two CSCor CIScourses numbered 400-489, selected under
advisement. See notes below.

6

C. Math Corequisites (9 Credits)
3
3
3

D. ISEnvironment Corequisites (15 Credits)
15 credits in a cohesive body of knowledge to prepare the
student to function effectively as an IS professional. Select,
under advisement, from (but not limited to) the following
disciplines:
business
administration,
healthcare
administration, recreation and leisure studies, and sports
management.

Fundamentals of Computer Science I
Fundamentals of Computer Science II
UNIX Tools
E-Commerce Technology
Junior/Senior Seminar
Fundamentals of Information Systems
IT Tools
Information Technology Hardware
and
Software
Analysis and Logical Design of Information
Systems
Computer Networks and Internet
Applications
Physical Design and Implementation with
DBMS
Project Management and Practice

B. Elective Courses (6 Credits)

C. Math Corequisites (9 Credits)
MTH
243
Elementary Statistics
MTH
281
Discrete Mathematics I
One MTH course selected from MTH 201, 221, 343, 441, 461, 463,
481

Credits

MTH
243
Elementary Statistics
MTH
281
Discrete Mathematics I
One MTH course selected from MTH 201, 221, 343, 441, 461, 463,
481

3
3
3

D. ISEnvironment Corequisites (15 Credits)
15

Total:
65
Notes:
1. The prerequisite for CSC203 is CSC120. The prerequisite for CIS202
and CIS206 is CSC104 or CIS106.
2. Astudent must take at least 30 credits in General Education
courses.
3. The following CSCcourses are NOT allowed as CISelectives: CSC411,
419, 422, 427 and 434.
4. At least 18 of the credits used to satisfy the core or elective
requirements in the major must be earned at SUNY Brockport.
5. Amaximum of six credits can be earned by ‘‘credit by portfolio
assessment,’’ and a maximum of six credits can be earned by
‘‘departmental credit by examination.’’

15 credits in a cohesive body of knowledge to prepare the
student to function effectively as an IS professional. Select,
under advisement, from (but not limited to) the following
disciplines:
business
administration,
healthcare
administration, recreation and leisure studies, and sports
management.

15

Total:
65
Notes:
1. The prerequisite for CSC203 is CSC120. The prerequisite for CIS202
and CIS206 is CSC104 or CIS106.
2. Astudent must take at least 30 credits in General Education
courses.
3. The following CSCcourses are NOT allowed as CISelectives: CSC411,
419, 422, 427 and 434.
4. At least 18 of the credits used to satisfy the core or elective
requirements in the major must be earned at SUNY Brockport.
5. Amaximum of six credits can be earned by ‘‘credit by portfolio
assessment,’’ and a maximum of six credits can be earned by
‘‘departmental credit by examination.’’

4 Course Outlines for New Courses
There are no new courses introduced. All the required and elective courses included in the academic program are
already offered at SUNY Brockport on regular basis.
Page 6 of 12
2007-2008-14_res.doc
College Senate

5 New Faculty Teaching New Courses
No new faculty members are required.
6 Description of Any Additional Costs
As already stated, this proposal is to simply re-designate the existing Information Systems track of the
Compute Science major as a separate major in Computer Information Systems. There are no changes to
the required coursework or credits. The Department of Computer Science currently has 10 full-time and
five adjunct faculty members. We do not expect any change in the enrolment figures as a result of the
change in the title of the program. Since all courses are offered on a regular basis, we are not requesting
additional faculty or other resources as part of this proposal.
7 Effective Date of the Change in the Program
The requested effective date for the new major is August 1, 2008. As soon as the new major in Computer
Information Systems is formally approved and registered, students enrolled in the Information System
track of the Computer Science major will be given an opportunity to switch to the new major. No new
students will be allowed to matriculate in the Information Systems track, and it will be discontinued once
all enrolled students have graduated or have withdrawn from the program. A reasonable estimate for the
time to discontinue the Information Systems track is 3 years. Since other tracks, including the ABETaccredited Advanced Computing track, of the Computer Science major will continue to be offered, the SED
registration (Program Code Number 03367 Computer Science HEGISCode 0701.00) will remain registered.
8 Letters of Support
0. Since the proposal is submitted by the Chair of the Department, no additional letter of support from
the Chair is submitted.
1. Dr. Stuart Appelle, Dean of Letters and Sciences
2. Dr. William Dresnack, Chair, Business Administration and Economics
3. Dr. Mary Jo Orzech, Interim Director, Drake Library
4. Mr. Jeffrey S. Smith, Manager, ITSComputing Support Services
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TO: College Senate
FROM: Stuart Appelle, Dean, Letters and Sciences
RE: Proposal for New Major in Information Systems
DATE: January 14, 2008
I support the attached proposal to create an Information Systems major (i.e., to re-designate the existing
Information Systems track) to be offered by the Department of Computer Science.
Stuart Appelle, Ph.D.
Dean, School of Letters and Sciences
The College at Brockport
State University of New York
Brockport, New York 14420
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SUNY

BROCKPORT

Department of Business Administration and Economics
January 23, 2008
To:

Dr. Charles Edwards, Chair, College Senate Undergraduate Curriculum and Policies Committee

From: Bill Dresnack, Chair, Business Administration and Economics
Re:

Letter of Support for Computer Information Systems Major Proposal

Email Copy: Christine Murray, Dean of Professions
Eileen Daniel, Associate Dean of Professions
Kad Lakshamnan, Chair, Department of Computer Science

I was informed that the Department of Computer Science (CSC) was submitting a proposal to re-designate
the current Information Systems track into a separate major in Computer Information Systems. That
proposal includes as an option several courses in the Department of Business Administration and
Economics. As Chair of that department, I enthusiastically endorse the proposal and offer my department’s
support.
As relevant background, I note that our two departments have worked harmoniously and effectively toward
developing a range of options for students that offer various appropriate programs involving computer
information systems and management information systems. These programs offer the College excellent
potential in attracting high-parameter students. This proposal is consistent with that and with our mission.
The proposed program includes an “Information Systems Environment” co-requisite, and one way of
meeting that requirement is through courses in Business Administration. The number of students involved
is very small, and my department has historically been able to accommodate these students. I anticipate
continuing to do so in the future. We welcome these students into our classes, as the work they do and the
careers they are pursuing complements the work our majors do, and this enhances the richness of the
classroom environment.
My understanding is that the requirements for the new major in Computer Information Systems will be
identical to the requirements for the existing Information Systems track of the Computer Science major.
This is only a change in title. There are no changes to the required coursework or credits. Therefore there
Page 9 of 12
2007-2008-14_res.doc
College Senate

will be no change in the resources needed, including those in Business Administration and Economics.
I note the following:
1)

The Department of Business Administration and Economics has a current complement of 24 fulltime faculty members, and we are engaged in searches for four additional full-time faculty. The
Department can continue to welcome CIS students into our courses as long as the College
continues to support at least 28 full-time tenure-track or renewable faculty lines, and as long as the
College reins in growing enrollments in Business Administration and Economics. If the number
of faculty lines is reduced, or if the enrollment in Business Administration and Economics
continues its unrestrained growth, we may have difficulty accommodating the needs of the CIS
students. However, as we expect the College to continue to provide us with at least 28 full-time
permanent faculty lines, and as we expect the College to manage enrollments such that the growth
of Business Administration and Economics majors becomes reasonably controlled, this should
not be a concern.

2)

Our programs are accredited by AACSB International, and we must continue to comply with their
standards. If they modify or amend their standards in such a way that our ability to admit CIS
students into our classes is constrained, we may have to revisit this issue. At this time we do not
anticipate such a modification or amendment.

Based on the statements above and the information provided, the Department of Business Administration
and Economics unequivocally and enthusiastically supports the proposal. We look forward to approval of
the Computer Information Systems Major and its future success as an important part of The College at
Brockport.
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