STATE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE AT BROCKPORT / Llﬂmklm“’t'mw of n:'\ﬂ;::;r;
rockport, new yor

Drpurlml:ﬂ'l u‘Eanh]‘i March 8, 1973

fr. Martilu Purheff, Chairperson
Gradunte Policies Committos of the Faculty Senate
Physical FEducation Building

Pear Professor Puthoff:

The enclosed copy af proposed changes in the Master of Arts in English,
approved by the Department of English on Decepher 1, 1972, is submitted
for your conslderation amd action. Our praduste pelicy remilns the same
except in the area of required courses and foreign language, and we hape
your committes agrees with our policy changes which evolved from o
semgster of weekly meetings by our Graduate Committee and considerable
discussion by the Department. If yom would Iike me or Dr. Vincent Tollers,
the Chairman of the English Graduate Committes, to amplify on these re-
marks, we wkll he happy to doe sa,

¥hen our M.A. progras was lnitiated six years ago, we nticipated that
Brockport would shortly be the Fifth umiversity center and that the
policles related to our M, A, would readlly serve as a basiz for the hoped-
for Ph.D, program, We submit this new program on the premise that sbout
25% of our condidates who complete the M.A. continue on to a doctoral
pragran and the majarity of our program serves secondary schoal English
teachers. In other words, we helleve the enclosed polley changes bring
our graduate progrum in harsony with the regional rele of 5.U.C.
Brockport. 1f changes are approved, the Department of Engllsh will hetter
serve the interest of its graduste candidates by offering a thirty hour
Master of Arts degree which through minimum Departcental requirements
meets educational and professiomal objectives the candidate can hest
determine,

Turning now to the rational behind our actiom, the two changes in

course requirements enable the candidate to select more courses which he
feels are relevant to his need. The doctoral bound studemt who fesls he
wants to take the speciallzed sub-discipline course, critical theory,

will be able to take it on an elective busis. lowever, dropping this
requiTement will permit those interested in secondary education, the
majority of the students, to choose one or more course which will best
meet their professional objectives. The mmber of courses which meot the
history of the language requirémept will be expanded to include litorature
bhefore 1500: Chaucer, Old und Middle Pnglish, or Beowulf. Since the
subject matter of these course: ls essentially language rsther than
literature, candidates should bFave the option of also selecting them, The
new program of six required hours with anly one specifle course, biblio-
graphy, required pives the Depurtment greater flexibility in curricular
plamning and gives condidates greoter froedom in determining which courses
meet thelr widely divergent educntlonal und professicnal ohjectives,
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May T also note that this oction is consonanmt with our undergraduate
policy of requiring twelve hours of survey in a thirty hour major, In
both our undergraduate and graduste programs we have & strong advisement
system. We believe this liberalization of reguired courses while at the
saume time making mdvice available 13 n sound, contemporary pedagogical
philosophy.

The second change which th: department mpproved is to drop the sacond
samester, aecond year fore._gn language requiremsnt. The Department

#lmply does not subscribe ot he theory that after four courzes in &
“orelgn language an indiviluAl 1z qualified to be part of the myth, the
nternational community of polylingunl scholars. Meanwhile, we continue

1o go on record supporting the langiage requirement for the BDachelor of

Irts because we believe in the cultcral value of learning about amother
pecple and their lenguage. As we deliberated the Toreignlanguage lssue, two
polnts became clear. The Tirst is that either the requirement should be
eliminated or increased to six semesters or more no that the candidate La
qualified to read with fac lity forelgn litersture nml,l"nr eriticliem. Most

cf our highly regpected ani diversely educeted faculty freely acknowledge
that they seldom, if ever, draw on the lenguages they were reguired to
learn as they pursued high' r degrees. Furthermore, the abeence of even the
most elementary collection of non-English criticism of Eaglish and American
Iangauge and literature in Drake Memoriel [dbrary empirically supports the
trend avay fTPm the utilizution of a foreign language within our discipline,
And it would be a downrigh: falsification to assert thet n candidate is more
than rarely required to di:play his knowledge of n foreign lanpunge in the
progréem in English at Broctport or aay other respectsble college or university.
A useable training in m foceign language, then, iz related not to a professor
@ English, btut to one of romparative literature. Glince our acacdemic
cbjective 15 to teach candidates to be genermliszts in Engligh and Amsrican
Literature who will have 1ittle or no use for three years in & forelen
lenguage, we thoughl 1t would be mord practical to drop the requirement of
& foreign language, The second point which became clear in that the study
of the English or American language iz isportant to any NM.A. in Engliszh.
Tte valuable knowledge he ocquires wsssists him to better understand and, 1f
he chooses, to effectively teach literature nnd composition. For these
reanons the department stroogly belleves that the study of language should be
ar integral part of our cardidates' programs. We contimue, then, to belisve
that the study of Engliéh or American language should be a requirement ror
the intermediate degree, bt that the foreign language requirement should
be elimipated. Our belief in thiz matter is widely held, HNetionally re-
cognized universities outside of Wew York Otate which do not require a
forelgn languege proficlency for an MA. In English include Chicago, Pardoe,
Michigen. tate, Missourl, Nebraska, Princeton, Case Western, Lehigh, and
Iown. In this state slone, for example, nine centers of learning have al-
ready dropped the foreign language requirement from their M,A. in Engliak
programa! Alfred Univeraity, Clity University of Wew York, Colgate, College
of 5t. Rose, Fordham, Manhatten College, SUNY at Buffalo, SUNY at Stony
Brook, and Syracuse University. (Graduate Pr g and Admissiono Manuml,
B Arts and Humanities, Princeton, N.J,: Eamﬂum}. Testing Zervices, 1%72,

pp.h'?-ﬁf. For Lhose capdidates who vant a doctorate, we strongly recomsend
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for their protection that they write a thesis and pass a foreign language
requirement. At the same time, however, we advise them that the language
requirement is beding dropped for doctoral candidates in this state at Fordham,
SUNY Puffalo, and SUNY dtony Brook. Our proposed fction makes it possible
for Ph.D. bound candidates to show on their transceripts that they have
completed a lamgrege requirement while at the same time ends the senzeless
cohersion of the majority of ocur éandidates, secondary school teachers and
others, to Jump the foreign language hurdle simply to be able to claim they
have jumped it. Our Department believes that our admissions policy and lewvel
of instruction is in ths most demanding traditiont if candidates can reet
our educational cbjectives in materinl germane Lo our discipline, they
deserve the degree.

ry truly,

John W. Atherton, Chai
English Department.



DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

Chalrman: J.W, Atherton

Professors: Abkherton, Bowmen, Burkei Genmett, Gerber, Jenka, Iymch,
Mougenls, O'Donnell, Ruf, Styza )

Azsocinte Professors: Purelbach, Fitz Jerald, Grade, Hale, Heyszn,
Marchant, Murray

Aazistant Professors! Anderson, Ingersall, Maler, Napravnik, Perry
Pleelone, Poulin, Fubin, Tollers, Wolf, Hich

MASTER OF ARTS IN ENGLISH

This program iz designed for students who have varied interests in a
professional career in English: a5 an inltlal step toward the MFA or
Fh.D, in English, or a8 & terminal degree for public achool and Junior
college teachers.

Admission

Application for admission to degree candidacy {m&triculatiunj iz made
to the department. An application for admlission, & statement describling
procedures, and information about other credentials involved in epplying
for admission are available on request from the Chairman of the Sradusate
Committee, Department of English.

The applicant should present an undergraduste major in English or its
aguivalent, with a grade point aversge of "E" im the major ares,
Applications from stwlents who have had extensive training in academic
fields closely related to Englizh will be considered, but academic
deficiences may have to be made up. Ordinerily, spplicamts will be
admitted to the program when they have:

l. &atisfactorily completed the form requesting mdmission
to the program, and submission of letters of recommendetion.

2. Acheived satisfactory scores on the verbal aptitude and
advanced literature sections of the Graduate Record
Examination.

3. Submitted all undergraduste and graduste transcripts.

4. oObtained the recommendation of the Graduate Committee of
the Englizh Department.

General Degree Requirements

The following standards govern the swarding of degrees:

L. HMinimum hours of graduate credit: Thse Master of Arts
degree recuires & minimum of 30 semester houra of

eredit with a minimum grade-point avermge of 8" in



all graduate hours taken in the Department of English, A&
minisuam of 71 hours mast te taken at the &00 level and at

. leagt 18 hours must be completed after acesptance into the
program.  Upen department recommendation, & maximum of six
gemastes hours taken outside the SUNY svgtem may be approved
as tranzfer credit. Degree requirements must be completed
within five years of the end ol the semester of admission %o
the degres program. '

i+

. Forelegn Tansguage: ALl Master of Arts candidates who intend to
continue in a FH.D, program are astrongly encouraged to take a
reading proficiency test, based on either & literary article
in an mpproved language administered through the Fnglish
Department or an a standardized examination administered
througt the Bducational Testing Zerviee. The results of thiz
examination will be recorded on the cendidate's transeript o
+he form of & psaa{f&il grade, No college credit will be given
for this test. Proficiency may also be demonstrated by successfully
completing & secornd-semester, second=-year course of an avproved
language.,

3, Oooprehensive Bxamination: The candidate must satisfactorily
wumplelte a Deparbocalal exaninatl on Lo El‘s&liﬂh &l Anericean
literature. A more detelled description of the examinstion
and copies of the reading list are available through the
department.

4, Taesis: Each candidate must submit an individusl project
demonstrating mastery of sn important segment of his subjeck.
Two =eminar papers written for twoe different Instructors,
roecommended by them, ard spproved by & Roard of Readers
appointed by the Oraduate Committee of the Department mey be
used. fs an alternative, the candidate may submit a thesis
approved by bis thesis advizor and by the Graduste Committee
of the Depariment. ©One tgo six hours credit may be granted for
thesis regearch and writing, The individual praject, whether
thegis or semipar papers, mist be sgubmitted at least four weeks
before Commencement to the Chalrman of the Graduate Committee
for departmental approvel.

Advisement

Upon acceptance as & candidete for the Master of Arts in English,

esach capdidate will be appointed an advisor (‘rom among the graduate
faculty of the Department. Prior to this appointment, the Department
will ke happy to counsel students on an informal basis and to provide any
available meferials reguarding the degree.

Financial Azsiztance

For rcandidatea exhibiting superior promise, the Department has available
a aumber of teaching assistansships, They currently cearry & stipend of



£2500=-=plus tuition waiver, and are granted on B competitive basis.
Information vay he obtained from the Department.

The Mrster of Arbs Frogram

The following course is required of all degree candidates:

ENL 401 Pibliography and Methods of Research
3 semester hours

A courae from the following aren is required:

Titerature Refore 1500 or Langusge/Linguistics
3 semester hours
It iz etrongly recosmended that each depree candlidate's program of study
include at least one course in each of the following aresms:

Britisk Literature 1500-1500
Pritish Literature since 1500
hmerican Literature to 1064
American Literature zince 1864
3-17 gemester hours

The remaining zemester hours in & candidate's program of study will be
electives in the Department mnd/or other sppropriate departments,
under ndvisement.



