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Supersedes Res#: _ ______ _ 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

Dr. Heidi Macpherson, College President 

The College Senate: 

-~) .. I. Formal Resolution (Act of Determination) 

II. Recommendation (Urging the Fitness oj) 

III. Other, For Your lnformation (Notice, Request, Repott, etc.) 

lRif CG~O~~[D) 
APR O 4 2019 

The College at 8 
Office of th P rockport 

e resident 

SUBJ: Minor in Disability Studies (40_1s-19uc; 

Implementation Effective Date**: Fr:;Ji JC) I~ 

D 3 I dP / 19 ate: _____ _ 

Signed: - - -----------,r--r+------,.,,..........--\:-'lr--+-------'---
(Dr. Eileen Daniel, t~ st, The Co eg Brockpott) 

Date: _j_;_( / _LI 
**Implementation of resolution requires final approval from SUNY- State Education 
Department. _ _ YES --)<JNO 

Please fill out the bottom portion and follow the distribution instructions at the end of this page. 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: ) 

DISTRIBUTION: 

Dr. Kathleen Peterson, College Senate President 

Dr. Heidi Macpherson, College President 

I. ~· and A.ction Taken on Formal Resolution (circle choice) 

cepted 
£erred for discussion with the Faculty Senate on __ / __ / __ 

c. Unacceptable for the reasons contained in the attached explanation. 
d. Comments: 

T he College Senate will fo rward the resolution signed by the College Senate President to the Vice Provost for determination as to whether the implementation of the 
re.solution tl!quircs Jin.11 npprovnl from SUNY-Stnt · J •:ducn tion DcpL The Vice Provost will then forwa.rd the re.solution with that designation to the .ollcge President. Upon 
11.ppwvnl, the Colkgc l'tcsiden1 will forwn:rd copies of resolution~ ,u his/her ~L'LIT who wiU, in 1.u.rn, forwmd copies to their ~taff 1111d to the College Si.:nate. 111e ,ollt.-ge 
',mu:c Office will post n>solucions to the o11cge Senate Wt:b at http;//www.brockpaa.edu/colls:s•~,;rQ/l\c/re~olutions. 
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COLLEGE SENATE OFFICE 
RESOLUTION PROPOSAL COVER PAGE 
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS:     
JANUARY 31 
Incomplete proposals will be returned and proposals received 
after the deadline may not be reviewed until next semester. 

INSTRUCTIONS 
• Use committee guidelines available at brockport.edu/collegesenate/proposal.html.
• Prepare ONE complete document in Word format or PDF:  include this proposal cover page, the detailed proposal, and any relevant

supporting data or documentation, including letters of support from your department chair and dean, if applicable, as well as letters of support or
dissent (or evidence that such letters were sought) from all affected programs, departments, or units at the College.

• Locate the Resolution # and date this proposal will replace at our “Approved Resolutions” page on our Web site.
• Email completed proposal to senate@brockport.edu.
• Make revisions on the paperwork emailed to you from the Senate office that shows the assigned routing number on top.  Submit

updated document to senate@brockport.edu.
• Questions?  Call the Senate office at 395-2586 or the appropriate committee chairperson.
1. PROPOSAL TITLE: Please be somewhat descriptive, ie. Use a course number and/or title, indicate if for GED code, etc.

New Minor in Disability Studies to be housed in Department of Women and Gender Studies 

2. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSAL:
Proposal to add a new academic minor in Disability Studies 

3. WILL ADDITIONAL RESOURCES AFFECTING BUDGET BE NEEDED? __x_ NO  ___ YES EXPLAIN YES 

4. DESCRIBE ANY DATA RELATED TO STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES ASSESSMENT USED AS PART OF
THE RATIONALE FOR THE REQUESTED SENATE ACTION.

5. DESCRIBE THE IMPACT, IF ANY, THAT THESE CHANGES WILL HAVE ON STUDENT ELIGIBILITY FOR
THE EXCELSIOR SCHOLARSHIP.

N/A 

6. DESCRIBE THE IMPACT, IF ANY, THAT THESE CHANGES WILL HAVE ON TRANSFER STUDENTS AND
THEIR ABILITY TO TRANSFER SEAMLESSLY AS MANDATED BY SUNY POLICY.

N/A 

7. ANTICIPATED EFFECTIVE DATE: Fall 2019 

8. SUBMISSION & REVISION DATES: PLEASE DATE ALL REVISED DOCUMENTS TO AVOID CONFUSION.
First Submission Updated on Updated on Updated on 
January 30, 2019 

9. SUBMITTED BY: (contact person)
Name Department Phone Email 
Milo Obourn English and Women and 

Gender Studies 
395-2034 mobourn@brockport.edu 

10. COMMITTEES: (Senate office use only)
Standing Committee 
__ Executive Committee 

__ Enrollment Planning & Policies 
__ Faculty & Professional Staff Policies 
__General Education & Curriculum Policies 
__ Graduate Curriculum & Policies 
__ Student Policies 
_X_ Undergraduate Curriculum & Policies 

Forwarded To Dates Forwarded 
Standing Committee 2/1/19 

Executive Committee 
Senate 
Passed GED’s go to Vice Provost 
College President 
OTHER 
REJECTED -WITHDRAWN 

NOTES: 

Routing Number
Routing # assigned by Senate Office 

2018-2019 

This Proposal 
Replaces Resolution 

40_18-19UC 
Use routing number and title in all 

reference to this proposal. 
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New Minor in Disability Studies to be housed in Department of Women and Gender Studies 

Adding an academic minor, track or concentration within an academic program 

• A brief rationale for change 

The Disability Studies Minor at The College at Brockport provides an interdisciplinary, 
interdepartmental approach to the study of disability.  Based on critical social theory models of 
identity, this program introduces students to a nuanced concept of the historical and social 
construction of disability; explores the ways in which ableism works and how it impacts diverse 
bodies, spaces, and institutions; and looks at issues related to the study of disability through 
multiple departments and programs. 

The disability studies minor makes a strong addition to many areas of study, including identity-
based studies, social justice work, service fields, medical studies, education, criminal justice, and 
social sciences. 

The intellectual focus of this program is designed to provide the students with an understanding 
of critical disability studies and disability as a social construction through its core courses, while 
balancing this with electives that can deepen critical understanding of social identities and/or 
broaden students’ exposure to issues that disabled populations face in the United States. 

• Entrance requirements if applicable 
N/A 

• Exit requirements if applicable 
N/A 

• Program requirements, if applicable 
Completion of the three (3) core required courses and three (3) additional approved electives 

• A side-by-side comparison of the current program along with the new program (credit hours 
must be included for each course and totaled in clear tabular form) 
Required Core 9 credits 
WMS 302 Introduction to Disability Studies 3 credits 
ENG 355 Disability Studies and American Literature 3 credits 
EDI 450 Disability Studies in Education 3 credits 

Electives (choose any 3 courses) 9 credits 
PEP 482 Adapted Physical Activity and Sport 3 credits 
ASL 111 Beginning American Sign Language I 3 credits 
ASL 112 Beginning American Sign Language II 3 credits 
PSH 488 Developmental Disabilities 3 credits 
REL305 Intro to Therapeutic Recreation 3 credits 
REL 306 Issues in Diversity and Disability in Recreation 3 credits 
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REL 307 Practicum in Rec and Leisure 3 credits 
EDI 413 Introduction to Special Education 3 credits 
WMS 409 Feminist Theory 3 credits 
WMS 417 Feminism Gender and Medical Discourse 3 credits 
SWO 479 People with Disabilities 3 credits 
AAS/PLS/WMS 435 Legal Rights of the Disadvantaged 3 credits 

TOTAL CREDITS 18 credits 

• Identification of Pre-Requisites as appropriate 
PSH 488 has a pre-requisite of PSH 110 (Principles of Psychology) 
PEP 482 has a pre-requisite of PEP 445 (Adapted Physical Education) 
REL 307 has pre-requisites of REL 302 (Foundations of Recreation and Leisure) and REL 308 
(Recreation Programming) 

• Course Description Form located on the Senate website (for new course or changes to existing 
courses) 
N/A 

• Sequence in which the courses would be offered to guarantee timely completion of the program 
All required courses will be offered at least once per academic year. 
Sequence of courses is not prescribed. 

• Staffing issues/Resource Implications 

Minor will be housed in Women and Gender Studies and will be coordinated and advised by a 
faculty member in that department. 

. 
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Kinesiology, Sport Studies and Physical Education 

December 3, 2018 

Dear Dr. Obourn, 

Please accept this letter of support for the proposed minor in Disability Studies. As part of
your proposal you have included the class, PEP 482 Adapted Physical Activity and Sport.
This class is a required course in the Adapted Physical Education concentration and may
only be taken by physical education majors seeking the adapted physical education 
concentration. As such, students who meet the requirements for this class who would also 
like to pursue the Minor in Disability Studies would be able to count this class as part of
their elective pool. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Cathy Houston-Wilson Ph.D.
Professor & Chair 
Department of Kinesiology, Sport Studies and Physical Education
The College at Brockport
chouston@brockport.edu 
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Department of Education and Human Development 

December 2018 

Dr. LeSavoy and Members, Senate Undergraduate Committee: 

It is with great pleasure that we endorse the creation of a minor in Disability Studies at the College at Brockport. 

We are optimistic that this minor has the potential to help the College recognize and dismantle erode ongoing 
ableism here and out in the world beyond. We applaud the interdisciplinary construction of the proposed minor. 
We also appreciate the perspective of the proposal’s authors, who recognize disability as a social construction 
– and one whose intersectionality requires response by individuals and institutions simultaneously. 

The Department of Education and Human Development has recently gained approval to offer an introductory 
Disability Studies in Education course – EDI 4/550 – which we plan to support and offer with regularity in 
future semesters. I’ll note that it’s a starting point – we’d be glad to add more coursework and engagement in 
this domain if and as we can nudge our institution and our students in the years ahead. 

I’ll also note that we recognize the problematic roles that teachers, schools, and service providers play in making 
things worse for many individuals carrying a variety of labels. Our work in public education often proves 
bittersweet; we try to be useful while worrying whether we are small cogs in terrible machines. 

This minor represents, to our thinking, one step in the right direction among many needed for Brockport. 
Thank you for your hard work, and please know you have our support. Please contact me at any time, with any 
questions you may have – I’d be delighted to talk at length. 

Associate Professor & Chair, Department of Education and Human Development 
College at Brockport, State University of New York 
Email: cwilkens@brockport.edu 
Phone: (585) 395-5548 

Dr. Christian P. Wilkens 
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School of Arts and Sciences 

29 January 2019 

Dr. Kathy Peterson 
President, College Senate 
The College at Brockport 

Dear Dr. Peterson, 

I write to add my support for the proposal to create a minor in Disability Studies that Dr. Milo Obourn is 
submitting to the College Senate. I understand that the proposed minor will be housed in the Department 
of Women and Gender Studies. In expressing my support, I can hardly do any better than repeating what 
has already been said by others about the minor. That the coursework associated with the minor “looks at 
issues related to the study of disability through multiple departments and programs,” that the minor 
“promises to offer perspectives on the [disability] issue that will be of value to Brockport students,” and that 
“there are [already] 24 Disability Studies programs nationally.” Each of these statements speaks to the 
approach, application, and aptness of the minor. All of them are sound. 

I thank Drs. Obourn and LeSavoy for bringing a worthwhile idea to fruition. 

Sincerely, 

Jose Maliekal 
Dean 

350 New Campus Drive  Brockport, New York 14420-2983  (585) 395-5806  Fax: (585)395-5808  www.brockport.edu 
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Department of Modern Languages and Cultures 

12/10/2018 

Dear Dr. LeSavoy, 

The Department of Modern Languages and Cultures fully supports the inclusion of Beginning American Sign 
Language I (111) and Beginning American Sign Language II (112) as elective options for the proposed minor in 
Disability Studies. ASL 111 is offered in both the fall and spring semesters and frequently during the winter and 
summer sessions; ASL 112 is offered every spring semester and occasionally during summer sessions.   

Most sincerely, 

Dr. Donna Wilkerson-Barker 

Interim Chair, MLC 
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Social Work Department 

January 30, 2019 

Dear Dr. LeSavoy, 

The Department of Social Work fully supports the inclusion of SWO 479 People with Disabilities as an elective 
option for the proposed minor in Disability Studies. There are no prerequisites or co-requisites required for 
SWO 479. It is generallyoffered annually in the spring semester or during summer session based on faculty 
availability 

Sincerely, 

Pamela Viggiani 

Pamela Viggiani, PhD, LMSW 
Chair, Social Work Department 
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 Women and Gender Studies 

December 6, 2018 

Dear College Senate, 

I am thrilled to write in support of the new Disabilities Studies Minor at The College at 
Brockport. I wholeheartedly endorse this 18 credit program of study as administered in the 
Department of Women and Gender Studies.  

The Disability Studies Minor, as interdisciplinary and interdepartmental in the study of 
disability, fills an important knowledge void across schools and disciplines.  Using critical social 
theory models of identity, this minor introduces students to a nuanced concept of the historical 
and social construction of disability; explores the ways in which ableism works and how it 
impacts diverse bodies, spaces, and institutions; and looks at issues related to the study of 
disability through multiple departments and programs. 

Because of  the interdisciplinary framing of Women and Gender Studies,  knowledge that 
informs Disability Studies intersects Women and Gender Studies. Additionally, Women and 
Gender Studies is fortunate to have a faculty member whose scholarly and teaching expertise are 
in critical race and disability studies theory.  Their regular course offerings along with regularly 
offered Women and Gender Studies major and minor courses make the Department of Women 
and Gender an ideal home to situate and grow this new minor at Brockport. No additional 
resources are necessary in realizing this proposal. 

I am excited about the Disabilities Studies minor as a new and strategic curriculum offering 
available to Brockport students.  The Disability Studies minor makes a strong addition to 
identity-based studies, social justice work, service fields, medical studies, education, criminal 
justice, and social sciences. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Barbara LeSavoy, PhD 
Chair and Associate Professor, 
Department of Women and Gender Studies 
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Department of English 

January 18, 2019 

Dear Colleagues, 

I am writing to support the addition of a Disability Studies minor to The College at Brockport’s 
program array. Disability studies is a growing and increasingly robust field of study. According 
to Disability Studies Quarterly, there are 24 Disability Studies programs nationally, including 
programs at SUNY-Stony Brook and City University. Syracuse has a Graduate Certificate in 
Disability Studies. 

The program will be a useful supplement to a variety of majors, ranging from English, and 
Women and Gender Studies; to Social Work, Nursing, and other health-related fields—assuming 
they can eke out the 18 credits. 

The program is thoroughly interdisciplinary, comprising a 9 credit hour core and 9 credit hours 
of electives. The course selection seems designed to help students integrate the Disability Studies 
Minor into another program. Implementation of this minor can spur new courses that will further 
expand our course offerings in this field. 

Very truly yours, 

Greg Garvey 
Professor and Department Chair 
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The College at 

BROCKPORT 
STATF. UNIVF.RSITY OJ' Ni,:w YoRK 

Department of Psychology 

To: College Senate 6FJ
From: David Abwender, Chair of Psychology ', \ 
Date: 4 December 2018 

RE: Minor in Disability Studies 

1. Having reviewed the description of the proposed Minor in Disability Studies, I support its creation: It 
promises to offer perspectives on the issue that will be of value to Brockport students, including those 
entering human service careers whose standard courses of study might otherwise lead them to 
understand "disability" only from a narrower medical conceptualization. 

2. Both I and course instructor Marcie Desrochers believe that PSH 488 [Developmental Disabilities] would 
be an appropriate and useful addition to the list of elective courses in this curriculum. Like various other 
electives listed in the proposal, this course has a prerequisite (here, PSH 110, Principles of Psychology). 

3. PSH 488, being a "free elective" in the Psychology major and minor curricula, is offered somewhat 
irregularly- approximately every third or fourth semester. It could be offered more frequently (yearly, 
perhaps) if demand warranted. 

350 New Campus Drive• Brockport, New York 14420 • www.brockport.edu 
585-395-2488 • Fax: 585 395-2116 • psychdpt@brockport.edu 
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Department of Recreation and Leisure Studies 

January 31, 2019 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing to express the support of the Recreation and Leisure Studies Department for the proposed 
minor in Disability Studies at the College at Brockport. REL faculty have discussed this program and agree 
that this program is a worthwhile addition to the academic options at Brockport. 

In recent years, approximately 50% of REL majors have selected a Therapeutic Recreation emphasis. The 
disability studies minor will be an excellent option for many of these students, and may even students in our 
other emphases, Recreation Management and Tourism Management. The minor will allow our students to 
enhance their learning and better prepare to work with a diversity of populations. 

Three classes are taught in the Recreation and Leisure Studies Department that are included as options in the 
proposed Disability Studies minor. 

• REL 305: Introduction to Therapeutic Recreation 
• REL 306: Issues if Diversity and Disability in Recreation 
• REL 307: Practicum in Recreation and Leisure 

Each of these classes is taught regularly (at least one semester per year). Each year, up to five seats per course 
will be available to students enrolled in the Disability Studies minor. 

As proposed, the minor will provide a valuable complement to REL student’s major coursework and will 
further enhance their professional preparation. The new minor may also provide added exposure to our 
Department and may help students outside the Department to discover and consider an REL major. We are 
glad to be a part of this new minor and to make the above courses available as part of the minor offerings. 

Sincerely, 

Jennifer Boyle 
Associate Professor and Interim Chair 
Department of Recreation and Leisure Studies 
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