
 
Background to Study 

Youths in Nigeria today through internet accessibility on mobile devices (BB, tablets) 
have access to email, e-news, media sites, and now get their news online rather than 
physical papers as was the norm in the past. There are easily over 15 popular online 
news subscribed to by youths. 
The media according to Fairclough 1989, accumulates power over time through 
inclusion and exclusion of materials for its audience. Essentially, it decides what 
constitutes news and what should be left out. Consequently, their choices are what gets 
disseminated. To captivate readers and hold interest, they manufacture sensational 
headlines and introductory paragraphs encouraging the audience to finish reading the 
article. In manufacturing sensational headlines, disbursing these ideas and shaping the 
ideologies, i argue that the media can be credited with manufacturing ideas and the 
audience with consenting to the ideologies so propagated. 
This presentation does not argue in support of, deny or attempt to ignore nor trivialize 
the actions of the group - BH. Rather, it argues that media 
subjectivity/sensationalization has created fear and stereotypes about Northern Nigeria, 
its people and the country in general. The discourse for BH in Nigeria and by extension, 
international media has imbued the country with an image of negativity and violence 
expressed by enveloping the group with an absolutist power and almost omnipresent 
quality. The image of the BH has become umbrellaic  for Nigeria. The governments of 
various countries in Europe, Asia and the United States have issued warnings to its 
citizenry naming states and zones such as Jos, Maiduguri, Kano, Zaria, Kaduna as hot 
zones that citizens should stay away from if they can. These warnings for first time 
visitors not only deter, but may help create a reluctance and fear to visit the country.  
 Nigeria = BH = Bomb 
 Northern Nigeria = BH = Bomb 
For Nigerians living in the country safely tucked away from the North East, Northern 
Nigeria is synonymous in their minds with danger, death and possible bomb attack if 
they travel beyond the FCT. The sensationalizing of BH in headlines and news reports 
has arguably shifted this group to a position of power over the nation state through 
disbursement of largely homogenous visual and print media to online audience which 
this presentation limits itself to.  


