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I w a s w on de rin g if som e on e o ut th ere
co ul d b ur n m e a co py of 'T he A r a d e
F i re / F un er al' My ma ilb ox is # 28 41 .
T ha nk s. <3 Se an Merc u t i o

Sean Mercutio is so confused.

To Jessie- I am
not a number, I
am a free man!
"mmmmmm salty..."
Dear Al, Hal, Steve &
James. Sorry about
your apartment.
-The Independent
I w a s w on de rin g if som e on e o ut t here
c ou ld b ur n m e a co py of 'T he A r a d e
F i re / F un er al' My ma ilb ox is # 28 41 .
T ha nk s. <3 Se an Merc u t i o

To anyone who may have
found a blue over-theshoulder bookbag last week:
please please please
bring it down to the
campus police. Thanx.
ice age comin’ ice age comin’
women and children fi r s t
ice age comin’ ice age comin’
we’re not scare m o n ge r i n g
THIS IS REALLY HAPPENING

Kerry just conceded.
OMG! Kerry is concieted?!?

my anus is
BLEEDING!!!
YOU’RE GONNA DIE
GONNA DIE GONNA DIE
FOR THE GOVERNMENT
DIE FOR YOUR COUNTRY
THAT’S SHIT!

To my OA P I A Fa m i ly
LOV E YO U P E O PL E
Dall as, I miss you
To M y O f f i c e Sta ff
-Keep up the Good work
To J e n n i fe r ( n ot J E N )
-Happ y Bir t hday (11/8)
-Vice President Sher a

stop saying things.

Dear Purchase Students,
You may have noticedthat there are
no whore-o-scopes this week. we are
sad to say that this is because Emily
Farrell and Sable Yong were shanked
by scenesters and are currently in
critical contition at Westechester
Medical Center. We expect them to
make a full recovery and return to
writing insulting astrology lickity split.
We will be holding a candle light vigil
in the dorm laundry room tonight.

you left a rose on my windshield on tuesday sometime
before 3:30 pm. who
are you?
Dear Adam Weissman
I would love to suck your cock. If
you’re interested, please write
back to the Independent.
Thanks, Your Secret Admirer
P.S. I’m a guy... a gay one

Church

vs.
ChurchState

in-sincerely,
The Independent Staff

N O

E L E N A

I hope by the time I
read this Bush is
president (No,I am not
Adam Weissman)

I still don’t like you.

T h e c h a l k o n t h e wa l l s b y
Fa r s i d e i s g o n e . T h i s m a k e s
m e s a d . I s ay w e n e e d m o r e
chalk.

State

You eat like a 45 year old
D i v o r ce e
W el l , a t l e as t we h a v e th e
S e na te . .. . o h w a i t . . . s h i t .
"Hey Allie, are you
supposed to be a vampire?"
"No, I'm a Republican."

I <3 C au l k.
He used to be a pineapple. Now hes
an asshole.

A d a m

We i s s m a n ’ s

S c e n e s t e r s a r e m o t h e ri n s uH ce kl ls . c o c k s
people, too.
BAGHERI.

DINOSAUR MEETING!
BRING A PICTURE OF YOUR FAVORITE
"I'm thinking about majoring in Psychobiology"
DINOSAUR WEDNESDAY @ MIDNIGHT IN THE
"Why don't you go to a
DORM LAUNDRY ROOM!
real school if you're

gonna get a real major?"

O@, ju crasy keeds

PIRATES PWN Y O U .

I’m happ y ‘cos I eat
bacon. Baco n makes me
You can’t hug your
l o o k s e x y . T h a t ’ s w h y I kids with nuclear arms.
eat bacon.
Wo a h t h e r e ! S l o w u p a m i n u te .
Are you a film major or someone who can work a camera
mad well? I have an idea for a
“music video” o r at least a
short piece set to music—
specifically a remix of “Down
i n T h e S w e e t Wa t e r ” b y
Rasputina. B ut I do n’t know a
thing about lighting, cuts ,
editing, what have you. If you
have free time and you’re
interested in helping me make
m y d r e a m i n t o f i l m i c r e a l i t y,
please e-mail
NeilioWME3@yahoo.com.
Lethal.

Dear girl in the Blind Melon bee girl
costume,
I love you. That is all.

YOU CAN STILL GET A FREE
SUBSCRIPTION TO THE PURCHASE INDEPENDENT. ALL
YOU HAVE TO DO IS SEND US
YOUR CAMPUS MAILBOX
NUMBER AND WE’LL MAKE
SURE ONE OF OUR ISSUES
GETS TO YOU EVERY THURSDAY OR FRIDAY. G-MAIL US
YOUR DIGITS TO
PURCHASEINDY@GMAIL.COM
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The Washington Report
By Joel Ballezza

Let a Little Love in Your Hearts
By Arianna Jarvis

After reading selected articles from the
October 21st Independent, I was all gung-ho to write a
Typing out an e-mail in a hotel lobby, you’d piece crucifying certain writers for insulting me by what
think from my two day beard growth and lack of they wrote and for insulting my intelligence by giving the
footwear that I was on just another vacationer check- articles to me to read (though I read them voluntarily,
ing stocks between hitting golf courses in West Palm that’s beside the point). I searched the rest of the issue
Beach. Look closer though and the image begins to for more enraging topics, but instead I came upon the
meld into that of an army soldier taking a brief rest with blip about Clarissa Marino. Upon reading about her hormy comrades. Armed with clipboards, color coated ID rific experience, on her birthday, no less, I felt very
badges displaying group, flight, and van numbers, ashamed of myself.
Emily’s List, a non-profit group dedicated to getting offiClarissa was one of my roommates for a time
cials in office that support women’s issues, is focused in our freshman year. We didn’t have the same interand ready for success. Just after sunrise I emerge with ests, but we got along okay. Ever since we parted ways,
my 500 fellow volunteers from our hotel rooms and she’s always gone out of her way to say hi to me when
assemble for our briefing. Our battle plans are simple, we see each other around campus. She’s a wonderfulget a few hundred thousand democrats and undefined ly sweet and intelligent woman, and I hope everyone
voters to vote and hopefully in
who can will contact her and wish
The Purchase
the process, dash Bush Jr.’s
her well, or at least help with perhopes of re-election.
suading Ani DiFranco to come
Once amassed and
visit her. I can account for
accounted for, the other interns
Clarissa being Ani’s biggest fan;
and I break into predefined
she played “Fuel” all the time!
groups and head to our flotilla
The
little
public
of vans. All vehicles are identi- Join us next week when we announcement made me realize
cal dodge minivans, locked and
just how petty and immature I
celebrate three years of
loaded with a local driver, grawas being. I’m the type of person
controversey, comedy and that is always itching for a fight,
nola bars, local maps, a cooler
full of water, and detailed voter
culture; featuring special willing even to put supposedly
registration
information.
commentary
from past edi- “good” friendships in jeopardy
“Florida Women Vote”, Emily’s
to prove a point. I was ready
tors.
Give
us
your
thoughts: just
List’s current project to support
to parley about stupid issues like
it’s agenda is in full force. With send any stories, pictures or “Che shirts” and “Live strong
volunteers ranging from college
photos to us at:
bands” while Clarissa was in
kids from Arizona, to retirees
intensive care in Albany.
I
PurchaseIndy@gmail.com
traveling from the Upper West
thought about that for a while. As
Side of Manhattan, the mostly
much as I like debating, arguing,
female force is on a four day invasion of southern and just plain duking it out, what is the good in it? In all
Florida in the hopes of swaying the election.
the years I’ve spent debating religion, politics, and culToday is Halloween and while a few interns ture, has anyone ever been persuaded to my side?
brought costumes, our door to door trips are not in the Occasionally I’ve conceded to a very persuasive arguhopes of gathering Snickers, but rather votes. The 48- ment, but I’m not usually able to persuade anyone. The
hours between now and when the vast majority of people I argue with usually stand strong to their beliefs.
America votes carries a tight schedule for us. With So what’s the point?
morning organizational meetings, nine hour shifts
From my experience, the reason I, and others,
devoted to hitting predefined canvassing routes in the write articles and stories is because we have a problem
90 degree weather, and the bothersome routine tasks with something. Some authors even come right out and
of eating, sleeping, and ranting about Bush, the pace say they are offended by Arianna Jarvis something.
for volunteers will only heighten as the last few hours Adam Weissman and Steven Tartick both “discussed”
in this election jungle close in on us.
things people wear that are offensive to them. So why
The pressure is on. Often canvassing routes is it that the first thing some authors (not all) say is, “It’s
of opposing groups crisscross as each organization just an article, why are you getting so offended?” I think
attempts to get their message out to the still hurricane we all need to step back.
damaged Palm Beach area. While civility has so far
I write an article because I’m offended by a
been the norm, the tensions for those humping cam- sexist remark on the back page of the Independent. In
paign literature through gated communities has proven reading my article, another student sees something that
significant, and may degrade any future politeness.
offends him, and he writes in. Then I respond to him and
Tuesday may prove decisive; we may have a so on. Where and when does it end? Do people enjoy
new president-elect come November 3rd. While this is the Independent being a printed “Crossfire?” Is John
a result that most Americans prefer, with tens of thou- Stewart going to have to come and call Adam Weissman
sands of lawyers working for non-profit groups, both a “dick” (you’d like that, wouldn’t you, Adam?). I just
campaigns, and in various citizen organizations, the think it’s time that we all stopped being so immature. I’m
likelihood of a definitive answer coming anytime soon tired of all the nastiness we direct at one another.
may be more a product of good wishes and less one
However, I don’t think people should be “less
based on reality. Hopefully the results will represent sensitive.” What exactly is wrong with being offended at
the unfettered desires of our nation’s populous.
something? I think being offended is a good thing.
Continued on Page 7...

Halloween in the Jungle
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A Message from the Alumni President
Dear Students,
“Life After Purchase” is a new column
in The Independent featuring news, messages, and Purchase history from alumni to
you. As President of the Purchase College
Alumni Association, which is a volunteer position, I represent over 13,000 alumni, the graduates of Purchase. We were you once, have
gone through the things you’re going through,
and are excited about this new opportunity to
speak directly to you, the students of today.
Many of you might not realize that
when you graduate from college (or high
school for that matter), you become an alumna
if you’re a woman, an alumnus if you’re a man,
and you’re known collectively as alumni.
There is an expectation and hope that when
you graduate that you will “give back” to your
alma mater, your college. Why should you?
Because alumni can help you enjoy the best
Purchase experience possible. Those of us
who came before you now give money for
scholarships, mentor students, provide internships and other employment opportunities,
and help the admissions office with the selection of students. There’s much more we want
to provide, but please let us know how!
I know that a sense of community is
what many Purchase students seek, and I can
tell you that we had the same longing back in
“Love” from Page 2...
Getting offended at a joke or article is simply
a way of letting you know what your principles are and
how strong you feel about them. I don’t think anyone
has the right to tell people what they can or cannot be
offended at, it’s only when the offended tries telling the
offender what he can or cannot say. There is a big difference between being offended and censoring. I’m
offended at the Dave Chappelle Show and Lindsay
Lohan’s new music video, that doesn’t mean I can tell
people if they can watch it or not.
After I read about Clarissa, I happened to
read Starr and Jade, and for the first time I actually
laughed at it. I had managed to let go of my thirst for a
fight and took the column less seriously.
While I am a firm believer in people being
able to laugh at themselves, I also think it’s healthy to
know the limits of your sense of humor. It’s fun for me
to laugh at Adam Weissman’s articles now, because I
don’t take them as seriously. For those of you who still
have difficulty not getting angry at him, just laugh off
what he writes. Trust me, it will bother him much more
if we laugh rather than argue. Maybe our hatred can be
directed at something other than each other, something
we ALL hate, like academic warnings.

the 1970’s. In my speech at commencement (May 14, 2004) to
the new graduates (new alumni!),
I emphasized how important my
Purchase friends are to this day.
My years at Purchase were pivotal in the creation of my first —
my own — community. The
friendships I made have endured,
and my closest girlfriends are the
same ones I hung out with during
my unique time at Purchase, “a separate
reality” as we called it then. I was a visual
arts major, but my friends were majors in Audrey Cozzarin ‘79 Visual Arts delivering the alumni
literature, dance, music, a major called remarks at the inauguration of President Thomas J.
Schwarz (in background) at the Performing Arts
“Culture and Society”, theater tech, psycholCenter in November 2003.
ogy, etc., etc. I had several friends in VA, but
it was the special nature of Purchase and the tion, expanding my mind and horizons, and
exposure I got to all of the arts, liberal arts, and being open to ideas and opinions. I did a lot of
sciences that shaped who I am today. I feel like talking and listening and observing when I was
I learned about tolerance, about accepting at Purchase! I felt like a sponge soaking it all
people for who they are, appreciating anything in.
To tell you the truth, I wish I could be
that is done well and with passionate convica college student again. Just pick up where I
left off at Purchase. As a visual arts senior I
sang in “The Marriage of Figaro”, the opera
production of the voice majors. Like me, you
have so many opportunities to express yourself at Purchase. I envy you!
We hope you enjoy this new column.
Other alumni and I will be writing to you in the
future and we look forward to hearing from you
(in a letter to the editor of this paper) and perhaps meeting you!

That’s me in the center with, left,
Nadine Firmin ‘80 Literature (still my
best friend), and Connie Cook ‘80
Acting, right, sitting out on the terrace of
A-B wing in the dorms in April 1977.

Mean Girls: Purchase style.
by Erica Demott
We all judge. Coming down the stairs
in the dining hall we look at their shoes and
judge who they are without any knowledge of
who they could be, we take their shoes and
create a file for them to hang over their heads
forever.
But when does it become obsene?
Yes, when you walk out of your dorm
in the early afternoon you may see a few child
size black hoodies, or a few facial piercings on
some. The rampant bleached hair, and tight
jeans has come and gone and now evens out
to about one in seven. But what does all of this
mean?
First of all, it doesn’t mean these people are straight-edge. And if I were straightedge and on this campus I would find you
ladies and cut you from ear to ear. Just
because people dress a certain way and act a
certain way does NOT mean they are straightedge in any was shape or form. Let alone, a
faux straight-edge. It is so disrespectful to shit
on someone’s beliefs. You would not like it if I
did the same to yours or anyone else’s. Just
because you don’t believe it doesn’t give you
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Audrey Cozzarin, VA ’79, President, Purchase
College Alumni Association, Inc.
any right to bash it.
This was probably where your article
became less bad humor and more complete
bullshit. How can you relate some stereotype of
a bunch of people to a belief some people
have, besides the fact that there are very few
straight-edge “scenesters” on this campus,
could you prove your assumption?
Second of all, at the Mates of State
show that lovely Sunday evening, here’s a reason why they weren’t dancing: because they
didn’t want to. Because, maybe their way of
having fun is bobbing their heads to music, or
staring at the singer as if they were trying to
telepathically ask them questions. By the way,
concert etiquette is not keeping your hands in
your pockets or crossed over your chest- it’s
being respectful for the others around you, and
when not in mosh pit keeping your body parts
to yourself. Now, where do my hands go again?
I didn’t think people liked to be groped at concerts but hey, next time I see you, I’ll be sure to.
We looked for you ladies after we
read that article and could not find. You hide
well my friends, but next time.
We know to look for the horrible
excuse for dancing.
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“Commuters” from Page 3...
earlier to get to school instead of rolling out of
bed ten minutes before class is supposed to
start. We have earlier events because we
can’t afford to go home at 3 in the morning; it’s
tiring you know?? And we can’t have booze at
our events because quite truthfully, you don’t
want to hear about a drunk driver from
Purchase who killed someone on the road.
Now, you might ask, then why not live on campus? Because living on campus is expensive
hunnie, living on campus probably entails a lot
more money and maybe even taking some
more loans to afford it. I save about more that
half of what residents pay per year, and I will
not be in debt when I get out of college. Plus
you know what, commuters have clean bathrooms when we get home, we have our own
beds to sleep in, we have the privacy to do our
own work, and we can watch whatever we
want, whenever we want. So sometimes being
a commuter is good, but it can also have its
obstacles.
Like I said, I’m not trying to diss
every resident out there, we got plenty of
friends who happen to be residents and they
try to understand the difficulties of being a
commuter student. But when certain people
start messing with our property, what the fuck
is that all about, did we do something, Oh High
and Mighty, to offend you? Well you know what
fuckface, go back to your dorm room and suck
a dick ok? Because of your conceited, selfinvolved, idiotic actions, we now have to find
another way to replace the broken tv and
because of your actions, we now have to come
up with the money to buy the tv. And NOW, I
also add, the commuters are bored out of their
minds! And if I make you mad by writing this
article, then step up and let me know who the
fuck you are, cause I’ll personally beat the shit
out of you myself. And you know what, if I
make you feel guilty, then rush your ass to
UPD (University Police dickhead) and make a
generous donation of a thousand dollars,
because that’s how much the price of your
reckless action was.
So in conclusion, I aint a mean person, I’m actually quite nice and I’ll do everything I can to help you. If you ever met me, or
if you know me, I don’t get pissed at just anything, it takes a lotta shit to get me worked up,
and so, CONGRATULATIONS ASSHOLE, you
are number one on my list of people I wanna
kick the shit out of.
BUT! thanks to all the residents that
have been supporting us and every single one
of you who have been nice to us. This is a
thank you to all of you who have the respect
and decency to clean up after your meals, this
is a sincere thank you to all of you who just
try and understand how we deal from day to
day life. Now, thank you for taking your time
out to read this. Commuters don’t bite, we
don’t hurt you if you come into the lounge and
talk to us. Really, we won’t hurt you…unless
you are of course, that ass who punched our tv
in, then we might want an apology or something.

I’m Not Cool, I’m Straight Edge
By Danyell Thillet
I’d like to talk to you for a moment
about straight edge. I know the mere sight of
that word in print forces a knee-jerk reaction of
eye rolling and derogatory terms, but bear with
me. I don’t do drugs. I never have. I never tried
it, and I don’t plan to. I don’t drink alcohol. I
don’t smoke cigarettes. I don’t participate in
casual sex. I don’t abstain from these things
because I feel it makes me better than anyone.
I don’t rub it in anyone’s face, and I rarely bring
it up in conversation. In fact, this is my fourth
year at Purchase, and during such time I have
written many rants for the Independent, and I
believe this is my first mention of it. Yes, I consider myself straight edge but
you’ll never hear me introduce
myself as “Hi, I’m Danyell, I’m
straight edge.” Like many of
you, I have many aspects to
my personality. I can not be
summed up in one word or
phrase. And as I’m sure many
of you multi-facetted people
would agree: people don’t
tend to like it when you
assume things about them,
especially when you don’t
even know what the words you
use mean.
The biggest problem
with telling people that you
willingly abstain from such
activities is that they can’t
understand- especially at college. The fact that drugs are
so easily accessible and
someone still doesn’t use
them boggles the minds of most. It’s inconceivable. “But they’re right there! You’re 21! I don’t
get it!!” Or they see it as a threat. People automatically assume that I think I’m better than
they are because I choose to live a different
lifestyle. I admit many sXe kids take it way too
seriously. Yes, there is a sense of pride in the
movement which I think is valid to an extent, but
I haven’t drawn Xs on my hands since my first
year of college. Not because I was ashamed,
but because I realized it was silly. I don’t want
to force my ideas down anyone’s throat, and I
don’t appreciate it when someone tries to do
the same to me. However, it seems that a lot of
people think that it’s ok to try to force someone
to do drugs, but not ok to force someone not to
do drugs. I don’t know if anyone can understand how traumatic it is to have someone grab
you from behind and try to shove a lit cigarette
in your mouth while you’re hitting them, crying
and begging them to stop, but I can.
What I don’t comprehend is how so
many people still think that doing drugs is an
act of rebellion. Alcohol is a staple of our culture. And even though certain drugs are illegal,
the ones that aren’t are forced down our throats
by TV, magazines, radio, even doctors (as an
aside, I personally do think marijuana should be
made legal, so that we’re given the respect as
intelligent people to choose whether or not we
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want to use it). No matter what’s wrong with
you, Western doctors would sooner prescribe a
pill than suggest you exercise or eat better or
do anything else that forces you to take responsibility for your life. Rock stars all sing about
drugs. It’s socially acceptable to make pot
smoking jokes on TV (though they like to pretend that it’s hip and rebellious). I know plenty
of people whose parents have smoked pot with
them. We’re living in a drug culture where even
politicians who claim to be against them, do
them in secret. So doing drugs no longer
makes you cool, because it’s not different. And
likewise, the fact that I don’t do drugs doesn’t
make me cool either, because it’s too different.
Since we’re living in a time and place where
everything is solved medicinally, to the point
where drinking caffeine is
used as a replacement for
sleep- I guess I’m dramatically less cool.
It’s considered cool to be
thoughtful and have ideas, so
long as they’re not too different from what everyone else
thinks. Or maybe it’s only cool
to have theories without
names. For instance, it’s cool
for someone to be very spiritual; to believe in an all-powerful being that has all the
answers; to believe in righteousness and salvation and
brotherhood and all that good
stuff. But tell someone you’re
a Christian and watch out! It’s
cool to believe in equality for
all people and that women
deserve the same rights,
respect and wages as menbut tell someone you’re a feminist and watch
out! And it’s cool to believe in keeping your
mind and body clean. It’s cool to treat your body
like a temple and be in control and stable. It’s
cool to believe that your brain has endless,
untapped potential and that you’re a smart
enough person to draw it out by your own
means. It’s cool to eat right and to be healthy.
It’s cool to go against the grain and do what you
think is right. It’s cool to choose not to do something, even though “everyone else is doing it”.
It’s cool to say “no thanks, I don’t drink” or “no
thanks, I don’t smoke” or “no thanks, I don’t
touch that stuff”. But tell someone it’s because
you’re straight edge…well, you know how it
goes.
My point in all this is that you can
think of me what you want, but get your facts
straight. You don’t have to like what I do (or in
this case, don’t do), but at least try to understand it first. I don’t assume that people who do
drugs are stupid or losers or whatever you
might think I think. But at the same time, yes,
Emily Farrell and Sable Yong, having Xs on our
hands doesn’t mean we can’t get “bombed at a
party every now and then”. It just means we’d
rather not. I wish you could appreciate why
someone would want to express themselves
differently. Say for example, dancing when no
one else is dancing.
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Get Off Your High Horse!
By Nina Klein and Herman McCallister
(Please note: This is directed at the Acting
Program, not you tech people)
Purchase College is world renowned for
it's incredible conservatory programs. One
such program is the Theater Arts and Film
Conservatory. Unfortunately, some of those
that are members of this "wonderful" program
seem to think that they are above the rest of
the students of Purchase College.
Some of the actors here don't seem to realize that being in the conservatory program
does not go hand in hand with being an egotistical snob. Some people are getting a bit tired
of the warm gusts of pretentious air that seems
to eminate from these people as they walk by.
Please, understand, fellow actors, that just
because some of us turned down the conservatory does not neccesarily mean that we are
beneath or less talented than you. Some of us
are not so insecure as to have the need to
flaunt our talents everywhere we go. Nor do
we respect those who feel that they are going
to "make it" faster than us just because you will

Why be Hatin’ on
Commuters?
By: Christina Hu

Disclaimer: In no regard is this targeted at all res ident students, many have been extremely kind in
assisting the commuters, and to tell you the Godto-honest truth, many happen to be friends of
ours. This is primarily directed at the conspirators
who vandalized an important piece of property in
the Fireside Commuter Lounge.

To begin this wonderful article, let me
start with a wonderful incident. Almost three
weeks ago, there was vandalism done to the
widescreen television in the Fireside
Commuter Lounge. The television screen was
punched in, making a considerable fracture in
the screen. Residents were seen running out
of the commuter lounge at the scene of the
crime. When asked about the situation, they
denied it and said they didn’t know what happened. So, how may I ask, did it happen? If
you were in there, then seen running out, and
now the tv’s broken, what happened dudes &
dudettes (to be politically correct of course);
did the TV break itself?? Did Casper the
Friendly Ghost suddenly fly down and have a
fight with it? C’mon now, use your brains.
And “in all honesty” don’t you have
RESPECT for things on this campus? Go back
to your dorm room and break your own TV, do
you not have any respect for your peers? So if
I know who you are and I have the nerve to
come in and break shit in your dorm, would
you be content with that? Would you be significantly overjoyed that someone would show
you the same DISRESPECT? We, commuters, only have a limited amount of places
to go on campus, we don’t have dorm rooms
we can run to you know. The commuter
lounge can be some people’s only sanctuary

have a "prestigious" degree. We are of the
class that feel that inorder to grow as an actor
you need to work instead of train. Ask any
working actor and they will say, the most
important thing about growing as an actor is to
perform. Studying is wonderful, don't get us
wrong, and the program, we are sure, is an
extremely great tool, but as any real actor
knows, to grow as a performer you need prac-

tice. Also, ask any working actor, and they
will tell you that HUMILITY is key. So, learn
from those who actually have careers and at
least ACT humble.
Guidlines for being a more personable member of the Purchase Community:
between classes. In addition, commuters
fought really hard to get a decent space such
as Fireside with new couches, painted walls,
and a nice big screen tv; you think you have
some nerve to go out there two months into the
semester and punch a hole into the only
source of entertainment we have? The com-

muter lounge has always been open to residents; we have plenty of residents that are in
the
C.S.A.
(Commuters’
Students’

All events at
the Southside
Lounge, CCS
Monday, 11/8 6:15—7:45p
Behind the Scenes:
Theater, Film & Production

Guest speakers: To ny Castrigno, Cre a t i ve Dire c to r,
Design Contact, Alum Robert Diario, Video Engineer,
WB11 News, Alum
Luciano Guerri e ro, Directo r,
Novelist, Play w right, Alum Heather Hurl ey, Casting
Associate, Universal Television, Alum

Tuesday, 11/9 5—6:30pm
Portfolio of Opportunities:
Careers in Art & Design

Guest speakers: Dana Crandall, Photographer Christine
Darnell, Sculptor/Educator, Alum Graphic Designer,
Purchase Alum (to be confirmed) Noelle Milles, Studio
Manager, Fabric Designer- Folio/Ralph Lauren, Alum
Kathleen Masterson, Consultant, Public Art Matters
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1. You are not the only actor on campus,
respect those who might not be a fellow conservatory member, but are working just as
hard as you are to put on a good play.
2. Please, you do not need to feel that you
have to announce that you are an Acting
Conservatory major whenever you walk into a
room. If we care, we'll ask.
3. Branch out on your social lives, guess
what people? There are about 4,000 other
students on this campus, you might actually
like some of us...cults are not the answer.
4. Performing a show is not about showing off your talents, it is about portraying the
written word and engaging the audience into
the wonder of theater.
In the coming year, we hope for a more
friendly Acting Conservatory; one that understands that some of the most respected and
accomplished actors out there have never patted themselves on the back or expected
others to.
We hope that we have not offended you,
but that you take our words with meanings of
help. If you do not, oh well, we'll be sure to
leave you a good tip next time we're dining at
the Cobble Stone.
Association), we also put up the space for anybody who wants to use it. Anime Club meets
there every Wednesday night to watch movies;
the C.S.A. sponsors events on a regular basis
to let commuters try and mingle with the residents. If you come into the commuter lounge
and honestly tried to make some decent conversation with us, we don’t beat you up; seriously, we aren’t the meanest people in the
world. C’mon asshole(s), have enough decency to respect other pieces of property and
KNOW THE CONSEQUENCES OF YOUR
ACTIONS! RESPECT THE PEOPLE ON THIS
CAMPUS!
To say in a general sense, sometimes there seems to be more animosity
towards commuter students than the discrimination towards homosexuality, nationality, ethnicity, or religions.
WHAT IS THAT??
Commuter students have to face problems of
traffic in the morning, we wake up a hell of a lot
Continued on Page 6...

Wednesday, 11/10 12—1:30pm
The Curtain Call:
Careers in Performance

Guest speakers: Jessica Sarles, Jazz Vocalist, Alum
Ted Piltzecker, Vibraphonist/Assistant Professor of Music,
P u rchase College Denise Ro b e rts-Hurlin, Dancer,
Founding Director, Dancers Responding to AIDS, Alum
Jahain Clark, Artistic Director/Choreographer/Dancer,
Chalasa Dance Company, Alum Eric Rivera, Dancer,
Ballet Hispanico, Alum Victor Cruz, Actor, Comic, Cohost of Llegamos, Alum

FREE PIZZA!
Co-sponsored by the CDO
& fArts (For the Arts)!
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REGISTRATION
WEEK!

Sunday, 11/7

10;00 PM
O.A.P.I.A.
Purchase’s Organization of 6:00PM-MIDNIGHT
Spring 2005 Touch Tone
African People in the THE SELLAR is open
Registration at 914-251-6368 Americas meets every
(available 22.5 hours per
week in CCN.
week).
NOON
CCN 0006
Buddhist Meditation
lasses are taught by Kelsang
11/8 Students with 80 or more
Shigye, whohas been teach completed credits
ing and practicing Dharma for
11/9 Students with 40 or more 6:00PM-MIDNIGHT
several yeas.
THE SELLAR
completed credits
Southside, CCS
Seniors
submit
applica3:00 PM
11/10 Students with 5 or more
tions
for
May
2005
and
The Strategic Planning
completed credits
Committee
11/11 Students with fewer than August 2005 graduation This group will hold its week by TODAY.
5 or more completed credits
ly meetings on Mondays
8:00 PM
Humanities 1021.
11/12 All students who have
Of Two
not yet registered
6:00 PM
Dance Senior Projeect by Arts Career week: Behind
Note: You will need to have all Patrick J Welsh and Jessica the Scenes
Panelists of Alumni and other
appropriate Instructor, Advisor, E Danser.
professionals in the arts will
Dean, and Overload Access Dance Theatre Lab
8:00 PM
visit to speak with students
Codes.
about their career paths, and
UNIVERSITY
provide tips and guidance for
See Thursday

M o n d ay, 11 / 8

Friday, 11/5

Thursday 11/4

CCN 0004
9:00 PM
(Women’s Health Education
Now!)
Weekly meeting to discuss
issues pertaining to Women’s
health.
Clearview Lounge, CCN
9:00 PM
International Students Assoc.
Meet new people, learn about dif ferent cultures, party globe style!
For more info. call Carlford
Wadley @ 914-420-2449.
Rm. 0007, CCN

Tuesday, 11/9

4:00 PM
Career
Development:
Marketing Your Talents
Find out how to take artistic
abilities out of the classroom
and into the real world.
Concepts of networking,
small business practices, and
presentation skills will be
addressed. Discover how to

10:30 AM
EMIT Meeting
Hum Bldg, Room 1021
4:00 PM
Career Development
Workshop - Job Search
Strategies
Campus Center South 2008
6:00PM-MIDNIGHT
THE SELLAR
Where else can you buy
clothes fo’ mad cheap on
campus. Yo?
The Student Center
6:00 PM
C.S.A. MOVIE NIGHT!
Commuter Lounge, CCS
7:00 PM
Comic Book Liberation
Army
Join the growing legion of
comic book fans in discus sions and planning of cam pus-wide events. VIVA LA
GEEK!
Book Room, Student Center
8:00 PM
THE NATURAL HISTORY
Rock and Roll Music
Student Center
8:00 PM
BFA Dance Concert
Featuring repertory performances and original choreography, Jessica Danser and
Patrick Welsh produce and
present their Senior Project
Dance Concert at 8:00 pm in
the Dance Theatre Lab.
Tickets $5 available at the
door; $3 with valid Purchase
I.D.
8:00 PM
UNIVERSITY
The Drama Studies
Department presents a
series of mini-plays in two
acts. Admission is $3 with
Student ID. GA is $5
Humanities Theatre

create a freelance business.
CCS 2008
5:00 PM
Arts Career Week: Portfolio
of Opportunities
Panelists of Alumni and other
professionals in the arts will
visit to speak with students
about their career paths, and
provide tips and guidance for
breaking into the field of their
6:00PM-MIDNIGHT
dreams!
THE SELLAR is open
Southside, CCS
8:00 PM
7;30 PM
Of Two
The Anthropology Club
Seee Friday
Weekly
meetings
of
Dance Theatre Lab
Purchase’s social scientist
8:00 PM
club are every Tuesday.
FREE ROCK SHOW
Social Sciences 1020
Your Day Strong
8:00 PM
Green Goodness Club
On Fire
Activities include eating veg Harlt Eyes
etarian & vegan leans, the
Dusky Silo
building of a greenhouse,
8:00 PM
recipies, compost and recy Manhattanville College, the
Homeless Outreach
cling.
Pub.
A community service project The Co-Op
brought to you by NYPIRG
7:00-10:00 PM
Humanities Theatre
8:00 PM
Miguel Frasconi Solos and
Duets
wih
Dary-John
Mizelle
New Exploratory world music
Recital Hall, Conservatory of
Music

Saturday 11/6

breaking into the field of their
dreams!
Southside, CCS
630 PM
Youth, Immigration, and
Human Rights - Screening
and Panel Discussion
The Global Action Project
and the Human Rights Watch
Young Advocates present a
screening and discussion of
films from the Documentary
Project for Refugee Youth
and the Youth Empowerment
and Human Rights Group.
Humanities 1064
7:00 PM
NYPIRG Student Activism
Environmental protection,
Higher Education, Home-less
Outreach, Voter Mobilization,
Consumer Advocacy
CCN 0004

*Purchase Independent
Meeting
The staff of the P.I. review
content for this week’s issue.
All are welcome to our office
hours, which are at this time
every week.
Media Production Room,
CCN 0016
10:00 PM
Latinos Unidos
Weekly meeting. Everyone’s
welcome, stop on by.
CCN 007.

We d n e s d ay 11 / 10
NOON
SENATE MEETING!
See your student govern ment in action. Show up early
and snag some pizza.
Student Center
NOON
CSA Meeting
D o n ’ t j u st g o ri g h t b a c k
h o me , b e c o me p a rt o f
t h e Co mm u t e r S t u d e n t s
Association.
Fireside Commuter Lounge,
CCN
6:00 PM
Environmental Protection
Working on a recycling cam paign & fair. All are welcome.
CCN 0004
7:00 PM
Anime Club Meeting
Be there or be sad.
Fireside Commuter Lounge
9:00 PM
OPEN MIC
Only the strong survive.....
Student center
10:00 PM
Asian Students A s s o c .
A club for Asain students to
gather and discuss relevant
Asian topics.
CCN 0007
10:00 PM
Students of Caribbean
Ancestry (S.O.C.A.)
P u r c h a s e ’s Caribbean stu dent club weekly meeting
CCN 2004

T h u rs d ay 11 / 11
4:00 PM
Career Development
Workshop - Job Search
Strategies
See Last Thursday
Campus Center South 2008

Friday, 11/12

NOON
Helping Others Celebrate
the Holidays
Ann
Barringer
Spaeth,
Executive Director of the
Council
on
Community
Service,
will
provide
Purchase faculty and staff a
list of community service
opportunities during the holi day season. This program is
sponsored
by
the
Professional Council and
UUP.
Southside
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“Commuters” from Page 3...
earlier to get to school instead of rolling out of
bed ten minutes before class is supposed to
start. We have earlier events because we
can’t afford to go home at 3 in the morning; it’s
tiring you know?? And we can’t have booze at
our events because quite truthfully, you don’t
want to hear about a drunk driver from
Purchase who killed someone on the road.
Now, you might ask, then why not live on campus? Because living on campus is expensive
hunnie, living on campus probably entails a lot
more money and maybe even taking some
more loans to afford it. I save about more that
half of what residents pay per year, and I will
not be in debt when I get out of college. Plus
you know what, commuters have clean bathrooms when we get home, we have our own
beds to sleep in, we have the privacy to do our
own work, and we can watch whatever we
want, whenever we want. So sometimes being
a commuter is good, but it can also have its
obstacles.
Like I said, I’m not trying to diss
every resident out there, we got plenty of
friends who happen to be residents and they
try to understand the difficulties of being a
commuter student. But when certain people
start messing with our property, what the fuck
is that all about, did we do something, Oh High
and Mighty, to offend you? Well you know what
fuckface, go back to your dorm room and suck
a dick ok? Because of your conceited, selfinvolved, idiotic actions, we now have to find
another way to replace the broken tv and
because of your actions, we now have to come
up with the money to buy the tv. And NOW, I
also add, the commuters are bored out of their
minds! And if I make you mad by writing this
article, then step up and let me know who the
fuck you are, cause I’ll personally beat the shit
out of you myself. And you know what, if I
make you feel guilty, then rush your ass to
UPD (University Police dickhead) and make a
generous donation of a thousand dollars,
because that’s how much the price of your
reckless action was.
So in conclusion, I aint a mean person, I’m actually quite nice and I’ll do everything I can to help you. If you ever met me, or
if you know me, I don’t get pissed at just anything, it takes a lotta shit to get me worked up,
and so, CONGRATULATIONS ASSHOLE, you
are number one on my list of people I wanna
kick the shit out of.
BUT! thanks to all the residents that
have been supporting us and every single one
of you who have been nice to us. This is a
thank you to all of you who have the respect
and decency to clean up after your meals, this
is a sincere thank you to all of you who just
try and understand how we deal from day to
day life. Now, thank you for taking your time
out to read this. Commuters don’t bite, we
don’t hurt you if you come into the lounge and
talk to us. Really, we won’t hurt you…unless
you are of course, that ass who punched our tv
in, then we might want an apology or something.

I’m Not Cool, I’m Straight Edge
By Danyell Thillet
I’d like to talk to you for a moment
about straight edge. I know the mere sight of
that word in print forces a knee-jerk reaction of
eye rolling and derogatory terms, but bear with
me. I don’t do drugs. I never have. I never tried
it, and I don’t plan to. I don’t drink alcohol. I
don’t smoke cigarettes. I don’t participate in
casual sex. I don’t abstain from these things
because I feel it makes me better than anyone.
I don’t rub it in anyone’s face, and I rarely bring
it up in conversation. In fact, this is my fourth
year at Purchase, and during such time I have
written many rants for the Independent, and I
believe this is my first mention of it. Yes, I consider myself straight edge but
you’ll never hear me introduce
myself as “Hi, I’m Danyell, I’m
straight edge.” Like many of
you, I have many aspects to
my personality. I can not be
summed up in one word or
phrase. And as I’m sure many
of you multi-facetted people
would agree: people don’t
tend to like it when you
assume things about them,
especially when you don’t
even know what the words you
use mean.
The biggest problem
with telling people that you
willingly abstain from such
activities is that they can’t
understand- especially at college. The fact that drugs are
so easily accessible and
someone still doesn’t use
them boggles the minds of most. It’s inconceivable. “But they’re right there! You’re 21! I don’t
get it!!” Or they see it as a threat. People automatically assume that I think I’m better than
they are because I choose to live a different
lifestyle. I admit many sXe kids take it way too
seriously. Yes, there is a sense of pride in the
movement which I think is valid to an extent, but
I haven’t drawn Xs on my hands since my first
year of college. Not because I was ashamed,
but because I realized it was silly. I don’t want
to force my ideas down anyone’s throat, and I
don’t appreciate it when someone tries to do
the same to me. However, it seems that a lot of
people think that it’s ok to try to force someone
to do drugs, but not ok to force someone not to
do drugs. I don’t know if anyone can understand how traumatic it is to have someone grab
you from behind and try to shove a lit cigarette
in your mouth while you’re hitting them, crying
and begging them to stop, but I can.
What I don’t comprehend is how so
many people still think that doing drugs is an
act of rebellion. Alcohol is a staple of our culture. And even though certain drugs are illegal,
the ones that aren’t are forced down our throats
by TV, magazines, radio, even doctors (as an
aside, I personally do think marijuana should be
made legal, so that we’re given the respect as
intelligent people to choose whether or not we
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want to use it). No matter what’s wrong with
you, Western doctors would sooner prescribe a
pill than suggest you exercise or eat better or
do anything else that forces you to take responsibility for your life. Rock stars all sing about
drugs. It’s socially acceptable to make pot
smoking jokes on TV (though they like to pretend that it’s hip and rebellious). I know plenty
of people whose parents have smoked pot with
them. We’re living in a drug culture where even
politicians who claim to be against them, do
them in secret. So doing drugs no longer
makes you cool, because it’s not different. And
likewise, the fact that I don’t do drugs doesn’t
make me cool either, because it’s too different.
Since we’re living in a time and place where
everything is solved medicinally, to the point
where drinking caffeine is
used as a replacement for
sleep- I guess I’m dramatically less cool.
It’s considered cool to be
thoughtful and have ideas, so
long as they’re not too different from what everyone else
thinks. Or maybe it’s only cool
to have theories without
names. For instance, it’s cool
for someone to be very spiritual; to believe in an all-powerful being that has all the
answers; to believe in righteousness and salvation and
brotherhood and all that good
stuff. But tell someone you’re
a Christian and watch out! It’s
cool to believe in equality for
all people and that women
deserve the same rights,
respect and wages as menbut tell someone you’re a feminist and watch
out! And it’s cool to believe in keeping your
mind and body clean. It’s cool to treat your body
like a temple and be in control and stable. It’s
cool to believe that your brain has endless,
untapped potential and that you’re a smart
enough person to draw it out by your own
means. It’s cool to eat right and to be healthy.
It’s cool to go against the grain and do what you
think is right. It’s cool to choose not to do something, even though “everyone else is doing it”.
It’s cool to say “no thanks, I don’t drink” or “no
thanks, I don’t smoke” or “no thanks, I don’t
touch that stuff”. But tell someone it’s because
you’re straight edge…well, you know how it
goes.
My point in all this is that you can
think of me what you want, but get your facts
straight. You don’t have to like what I do (or in
this case, don’t do), but at least try to understand it first. I don’t assume that people who do
drugs are stupid or losers or whatever you
might think I think. But at the same time, yes,
Emily Farrell and Sable Yong, having Xs on our
hands doesn’t mean we can’t get “bombed at a
party every now and then”. It just means we’d
rather not. I wish you could appreciate why
someone would want to express themselves
differently. Say for example, dancing when no
one else is dancing.
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Get Off Your High Horse!
By Nina Klein and Herman McCallister
(Please note: This is directed at the Acting
Program, not you tech people)
Purchase College is world renowned for
it's incredible conservatory programs. One
such program is the Theater Arts and Film
Conservatory. Unfortunately, some of those
that are members of this "wonderful" program
seem to think that they are above the rest of
the students of Purchase College.
Some of the actors here don't seem to realize that being in the conservatory program
does not go hand in hand with being an egotistical snob. Some people are getting a bit tired
of the warm gusts of pretentious air that seems
to eminate from these people as they walk by.
Please, understand, fellow actors, that just
because some of us turned down the conservatory does not neccesarily mean that we are
beneath or less talented than you. Some of us
are not so insecure as to have the need to
flaunt our talents everywhere we go. Nor do
we respect those who feel that they are going
to "make it" faster than us just because you will

Why be Hatin’ on
Commuters?
By: Christina Hu

Disclaimer: In no regard is this targeted at all res ident students, many have been extremely kind in
assisting the commuters, and to tell you the Godto-honest truth, many happen to be friends of
ours. This is primarily directed at the conspirators
who vandalized an important piece of property in
the Fireside Commuter Lounge.

To begin this wonderful article, let me
start with a wonderful incident. Almost three
weeks ago, there was vandalism done to the
widescreen television in the Fireside
Commuter Lounge. The television screen was
punched in, making a considerable fracture in
the screen. Residents were seen running out
of the commuter lounge at the scene of the
crime. When asked about the situation, they
denied it and said they didn’t know what happened. So, how may I ask, did it happen? If
you were in there, then seen running out, and
now the tv’s broken, what happened dudes &
dudettes (to be politically correct of course);
did the TV break itself?? Did Casper the
Friendly Ghost suddenly fly down and have a
fight with it? C’mon now, use your brains.
And “in all honesty” don’t you have
RESPECT for things on this campus? Go back
to your dorm room and break your own TV, do
you not have any respect for your peers? So if
I know who you are and I have the nerve to
come in and break shit in your dorm, would
you be content with that? Would you be significantly overjoyed that someone would show
you the same DISRESPECT? We, commuters, only have a limited amount of places
to go on campus, we don’t have dorm rooms
we can run to you know. The commuter
lounge can be some people’s only sanctuary

have a "prestigious" degree. We are of the
class that feel that inorder to grow as an actor
you need to work instead of train. Ask any
working actor and they will say, the most
important thing about growing as an actor is to
perform. Studying is wonderful, don't get us
wrong, and the program, we are sure, is an
extremely great tool, but as any real actor
knows, to grow as a performer you need prac-

tice. Also, ask any working actor, and they
will tell you that HUMILITY is key. So, learn
from those who actually have careers and at
least ACT humble.
Guidlines for being a more personable member of the Purchase Community:
between classes. In addition, commuters
fought really hard to get a decent space such
as Fireside with new couches, painted walls,
and a nice big screen tv; you think you have
some nerve to go out there two months into the
semester and punch a hole into the only
source of entertainment we have? The com-

muter lounge has always been open to residents; we have plenty of residents that are in
the
C.S.A.
(Commuters’
Students’

All events at
the Southside
Lounge, CCS
Monday, 11/8 6:15—7:45p
Behind the Scenes:
Theater, Film & Production

Guest speakers: To ny Castrigno, Cre a t i ve Dire c to r,
Design Contact, Alum Robert Diario, Video Engineer,
WB11 News, Alum
Luciano Guerri e ro, Directo r,
Novelist, Play w right, Alum Heather Hurl ey, Casting
Associate, Universal Television, Alum

Tuesday, 11/9 5—6:30pm
Portfolio of Opportunities:
Careers in Art & Design

Guest speakers: Dana Crandall, Photographer Christine
Darnell, Sculptor/Educator, Alum Graphic Designer,
Purchase Alum (to be confirmed) Noelle Milles, Studio
Manager, Fabric Designer- Folio/Ralph Lauren, Alum
Kathleen Masterson, Consultant, Public Art Matters
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1. You are not the only actor on campus,
respect those who might not be a fellow conservatory member, but are working just as
hard as you are to put on a good play.
2. Please, you do not need to feel that you
have to announce that you are an Acting
Conservatory major whenever you walk into a
room. If we care, we'll ask.
3. Branch out on your social lives, guess
what people? There are about 4,000 other
students on this campus, you might actually
like some of us...cults are not the answer.
4. Performing a show is not about showing off your talents, it is about portraying the
written word and engaging the audience into
the wonder of theater.
In the coming year, we hope for a more
friendly Acting Conservatory; one that understands that some of the most respected and
accomplished actors out there have never patted themselves on the back or expected
others to.
We hope that we have not offended you,
but that you take our words with meanings of
help. If you do not, oh well, we'll be sure to
leave you a good tip next time we're dining at
the Cobble Stone.
Association), we also put up the space for anybody who wants to use it. Anime Club meets
there every Wednesday night to watch movies;
the C.S.A. sponsors events on a regular basis
to let commuters try and mingle with the residents. If you come into the commuter lounge
and honestly tried to make some decent conversation with us, we don’t beat you up; seriously, we aren’t the meanest people in the
world. C’mon asshole(s), have enough decency to respect other pieces of property and
KNOW THE CONSEQUENCES OF YOUR
ACTIONS! RESPECT THE PEOPLE ON THIS
CAMPUS!
To say in a general sense, sometimes there seems to be more animosity
towards commuter students than the discrimination towards homosexuality, nationality, ethnicity, or religions.
WHAT IS THAT??
Commuter students have to face problems of
traffic in the morning, we wake up a hell of a lot
Continued on Page 6...

Wednesday, 11/10 12—1:30pm
The Curtain Call:
Careers in Performance

Guest speakers: Jessica Sarles, Jazz Vocalist, Alum
Ted Piltzecker, Vibraphonist/Assistant Professor of Music,
P u rchase College Denise Ro b e rts-Hurlin, Dancer,
Founding Director, Dancers Responding to AIDS, Alum
Jahain Clark, Artistic Director/Choreographer/Dancer,
Chalasa Dance Company, Alum Eric Rivera, Dancer,
Ballet Hispanico, Alum Victor Cruz, Actor, Comic, Cohost of Llegamos, Alum

FREE PIZZA!
Co-sponsored by the CDO
& fArts (For the Arts)!
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The Washington Report
By Joel Ballezza

Let a Little Love in Your Hearts
By Arianna Jarvis

After reading selected articles from the
October 21st Independent, I was all gung-ho to write a
Typing out an e-mail in a hotel lobby, you’d piece crucifying certain writers for insulting me by what
think from my two day beard growth and lack of they wrote and for insulting my intelligence by giving the
footwear that I was on just another vacationer check- articles to me to read (though I read them voluntarily,
ing stocks between hitting golf courses in West Palm that’s beside the point). I searched the rest of the issue
Beach. Look closer though and the image begins to for more enraging topics, but instead I came upon the
meld into that of an army soldier taking a brief rest with blip about Clarissa Marino. Upon reading about her hormy comrades. Armed with clipboards, color coated ID rific experience, on her birthday, no less, I felt very
badges displaying group, flight, and van numbers, ashamed of myself.
Emily’s List, a non-profit group dedicated to getting offiClarissa was one of my roommates for a time
cials in office that support women’s issues, is focused in our freshman year. We didn’t have the same interand ready for success. Just after sunrise I emerge with ests, but we got along okay. Ever since we parted ways,
my 500 fellow volunteers from our hotel rooms and she’s always gone out of her way to say hi to me when
assemble for our briefing. Our battle plans are simple, we see each other around campus. She’s a wonderfulget a few hundred thousand democrats and undefined ly sweet and intelligent woman, and I hope everyone
voters to vote and hopefully in
who can will contact her and wish
The Purchase
the process, dash Bush Jr.’s
her well, or at least help with perhopes of re-election.
suading Ani DiFranco to come
Once amassed and
visit her. I can account for
accounted for, the other interns
Clarissa being Ani’s biggest fan;
and I break into predefined
she played “Fuel” all the time!
groups and head to our flotilla
The
little
public
of vans. All vehicles are identi- Join us next week when we announcement made me realize
cal dodge minivans, locked and
just how petty and immature I
celebrate three years of
loaded with a local driver, grawas being. I’m the type of person
controversey, comedy and that is always itching for a fight,
nola bars, local maps, a cooler
full of water, and detailed voter
culture; featuring special willing even to put supposedly
registration
information.
commentary
from past edi- “good” friendships in jeopardy
“Florida Women Vote”, Emily’s
to prove a point. I was ready
tors.
Give
us
your
thoughts: just
List’s current project to support
to parley about stupid issues like
it’s agenda is in full force. With send any stories, pictures or “Che shirts” and “Live strong
volunteers ranging from college
photos to us at:
bands” while Clarissa was in
kids from Arizona, to retirees
intensive care in Albany.
I
PurchaseIndy@gmail.com
traveling from the Upper West
thought about that for a while. As
Side of Manhattan, the mostly
much as I like debating, arguing,
female force is on a four day invasion of southern and just plain duking it out, what is the good in it? In all
Florida in the hopes of swaying the election.
the years I’ve spent debating religion, politics, and culToday is Halloween and while a few interns ture, has anyone ever been persuaded to my side?
brought costumes, our door to door trips are not in the Occasionally I’ve conceded to a very persuasive arguhopes of gathering Snickers, but rather votes. The 48- ment, but I’m not usually able to persuade anyone. The
hours between now and when the vast majority of people I argue with usually stand strong to their beliefs.
America votes carries a tight schedule for us. With So what’s the point?
morning organizational meetings, nine hour shifts
From my experience, the reason I, and others,
devoted to hitting predefined canvassing routes in the write articles and stories is because we have a problem
90 degree weather, and the bothersome routine tasks with something. Some authors even come right out and
of eating, sleeping, and ranting about Bush, the pace say they are offended by Arianna Jarvis something.
for volunteers will only heighten as the last few hours Adam Weissman and Steven Tartick both “discussed”
in this election jungle close in on us.
things people wear that are offensive to them. So why
The pressure is on. Often canvassing routes is it that the first thing some authors (not all) say is, “It’s
of opposing groups crisscross as each organization just an article, why are you getting so offended?” I think
attempts to get their message out to the still hurricane we all need to step back.
damaged Palm Beach area. While civility has so far
I write an article because I’m offended by a
been the norm, the tensions for those humping cam- sexist remark on the back page of the Independent. In
paign literature through gated communities has proven reading my article, another student sees something that
significant, and may degrade any future politeness.
offends him, and he writes in. Then I respond to him and
Tuesday may prove decisive; we may have a so on. Where and when does it end? Do people enjoy
new president-elect come November 3rd. While this is the Independent being a printed “Crossfire?” Is John
a result that most Americans prefer, with tens of thou- Stewart going to have to come and call Adam Weissman
sands of lawyers working for non-profit groups, both a “dick” (you’d like that, wouldn’t you, Adam?). I just
campaigns, and in various citizen organizations, the think it’s time that we all stopped being so immature. I’m
likelihood of a definitive answer coming anytime soon tired of all the nastiness we direct at one another.
may be more a product of good wishes and less one
However, I don’t think people should be “less
based on reality. Hopefully the results will represent sensitive.” What exactly is wrong with being offended at
the unfettered desires of our nation’s populous.
something? I think being offended is a good thing.
Continued on Page 7...

Halloween in the Jungle

P u r c h a s e I n d y @ g m a i l . c o m

Independent

2

A Message from the Alumni President
Dear Students,
“Life After Purchase” is a new column
in The Independent featuring news, messages, and Purchase history from alumni to
you. As President of the Purchase College
Alumni Association, which is a volunteer position, I represent over 13,000 alumni, the graduates of Purchase. We were you once, have
gone through the things you’re going through,
and are excited about this new opportunity to
speak directly to you, the students of today.
Many of you might not realize that
when you graduate from college (or high
school for that matter), you become an alumna
if you’re a woman, an alumnus if you’re a man,
and you’re known collectively as alumni.
There is an expectation and hope that when
you graduate that you will “give back” to your
alma mater, your college. Why should you?
Because alumni can help you enjoy the best
Purchase experience possible. Those of us
who came before you now give money for
scholarships, mentor students, provide internships and other employment opportunities,
and help the admissions office with the selection of students. There’s much more we want
to provide, but please let us know how!
I know that a sense of community is
what many Purchase students seek, and I can
tell you that we had the same longing back in
“Love” from Page 2...
Getting offended at a joke or article is simply
a way of letting you know what your principles are and
how strong you feel about them. I don’t think anyone
has the right to tell people what they can or cannot be
offended at, it’s only when the offended tries telling the
offender what he can or cannot say. There is a big difference between being offended and censoring. I’m
offended at the Dave Chappelle Show and Lindsay
Lohan’s new music video, that doesn’t mean I can tell
people if they can watch it or not.
After I read about Clarissa, I happened to
read Starr and Jade, and for the first time I actually
laughed at it. I had managed to let go of my thirst for a
fight and took the column less seriously.
While I am a firm believer in people being
able to laugh at themselves, I also think it’s healthy to
know the limits of your sense of humor. It’s fun for me
to laugh at Adam Weissman’s articles now, because I
don’t take them as seriously. For those of you who still
have difficulty not getting angry at him, just laugh off
what he writes. Trust me, it will bother him much more
if we laugh rather than argue. Maybe our hatred can be
directed at something other than each other, something
we ALL hate, like academic warnings.

the 1970’s. In my speech at commencement (May 14, 2004) to
the new graduates (new alumni!),
I emphasized how important my
Purchase friends are to this day.
My years at Purchase were pivotal in the creation of my first —
my own — community. The
friendships I made have endured,
and my closest girlfriends are the
same ones I hung out with during
my unique time at Purchase, “a separate
reality” as we called it then. I was a visual
arts major, but my friends were majors in Audrey Cozzarin ‘79 Visual Arts delivering the alumni
literature, dance, music, a major called remarks at the inauguration of President Thomas J.
Schwarz (in background) at the Performing Arts
“Culture and Society”, theater tech, psycholCenter in November 2003.
ogy, etc., etc. I had several friends in VA, but
it was the special nature of Purchase and the tion, expanding my mind and horizons, and
exposure I got to all of the arts, liberal arts, and being open to ideas and opinions. I did a lot of
sciences that shaped who I am today. I feel like talking and listening and observing when I was
I learned about tolerance, about accepting at Purchase! I felt like a sponge soaking it all
people for who they are, appreciating anything in.
To tell you the truth, I wish I could be
that is done well and with passionate convica college student again. Just pick up where I
left off at Purchase. As a visual arts senior I
sang in “The Marriage of Figaro”, the opera
production of the voice majors. Like me, you
have so many opportunities to express yourself at Purchase. I envy you!
We hope you enjoy this new column.
Other alumni and I will be writing to you in the
future and we look forward to hearing from you
(in a letter to the editor of this paper) and perhaps meeting you!

That’s me in the center with, left,
Nadine Firmin ‘80 Literature (still my
best friend), and Connie Cook ‘80
Acting, right, sitting out on the terrace of
A-B wing in the dorms in April 1977.

Mean Girls: Purchase style.
by Erica Demott
We all judge. Coming down the stairs
in the dining hall we look at their shoes and
judge who they are without any knowledge of
who they could be, we take their shoes and
create a file for them to hang over their heads
forever.
But when does it become obsene?
Yes, when you walk out of your dorm
in the early afternoon you may see a few child
size black hoodies, or a few facial piercings on
some. The rampant bleached hair, and tight
jeans has come and gone and now evens out
to about one in seven. But what does all of this
mean?
First of all, it doesn’t mean these people are straight-edge. And if I were straightedge and on this campus I would find you
ladies and cut you from ear to ear. Just
because people dress a certain way and act a
certain way does NOT mean they are straightedge in any was shape or form. Let alone, a
faux straight-edge. It is so disrespectful to shit
on someone’s beliefs. You would not like it if I
did the same to yours or anyone else’s. Just
because you don’t believe it doesn’t give you
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Audrey Cozzarin, VA ’79, President, Purchase
College Alumni Association, Inc.
any right to bash it.
This was probably where your article
became less bad humor and more complete
bullshit. How can you relate some stereotype of
a bunch of people to a belief some people
have, besides the fact that there are very few
straight-edge “scenesters” on this campus,
could you prove your assumption?
Second of all, at the Mates of State
show that lovely Sunday evening, here’s a reason why they weren’t dancing: because they
didn’t want to. Because, maybe their way of
having fun is bobbing their heads to music, or
staring at the singer as if they were trying to
telepathically ask them questions. By the way,
concert etiquette is not keeping your hands in
your pockets or crossed over your chest- it’s
being respectful for the others around you, and
when not in mosh pit keeping your body parts
to yourself. Now, where do my hands go again?
I didn’t think people liked to be groped at concerts but hey, next time I see you, I’ll be sure to.
We looked for you ladies after we
read that article and could not find. You hide
well my friends, but next time.
We know to look for the horrible
excuse for dancing.
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I w a s w on de rin g if som e on e o ut th ere
co ul d b ur n m e a co py of 'T he A r a d e
F i re / F un er al' M y ma ilb ox is # 28 41 .
T ha nk s. <3 Se an M erc u t i o

Sean M er cuti o i s so confused.

To Jessie- I am
notanumber,I
am a free man!
"mmmmmm salty..."
Dear Al, Hal, Steve &
James. Sorry about
your apartment.
-The Independent
I w a s w on de rin g if som e on e o ut t here
c ou ld b ur n m e a co py of 'T he A r a d e
F i re / F un er al' M y ma ilb ox is # 28 41 .
T ha nk s. <3 Se an M erc u t i o

To anyone who may have
found a blue over-theshoulder bookbag last week:
please please please
bring it down to the
campus police. Thanx.
ice age comin’ ice age comin’
women and children fi r s t
ice age comin’ ice age comin’
we’re not scare m o n ge r i n g
THIS IS REALLY HAPPENING

Kerry just conceded.
OMG! Kerry is concieted?!?

my anus is
BLEEDING!!!
Y OU’ R E GONNA DI E
GONNA DI E GONNA DI E
F OR T HE GOVER NM ENT
DI E F OR Y OUR C OUNT R Y T HA T ’ S S HI T !

T o m y OAP I A F a m i l y
L OVE Y OU P E OP L E
D a l l a s , I m i s s y ou
T o M y Of f i c e S t a f f
- K e e p u p t h e G o od w or k
T o J en n i f er ( n ot J E N )
- H a p p y B i r t h da y
( 11/8)
- Vi c e P r e s i d e n t S h e r a

stop saying things.

Dear Purchase Students,
You may have noticedthat there are no
whore-o-scopes this week. we are sad to
say that this is because Emily Farrell and
Sable Yong were shanked by scenesters and
are currently in critical contition at
Westechester Medical Center. We expect
them to make a full recovery and return to
writing insulting astrology lickity split. We
will be holding a candle light vigil in the
dorm laundry room tonight.

Dear A dam Wei s s man
I w oul d l ov e to s uck y our cock. I f
y ou’ r e i nter es ted, pl eas e w r i te
back to the I ndependent.
Thank s , Y our S ecr et A dmi r er
P .S . I ’ m a guy ... a gay one
Church

State
vs.
ChurchState

in-sincerely,
The Independent Staff

N O

y ou l e f t a r os e on m y w i nds h i e l d on t u e s da y s om e t i m e
be f or e 3 : 3 0 pm . w h o
a r e y ou?

E L E N A

You eat like a 45 year old
D i v o r ce e

I

W el l , a t l e as t we h a v e th e
S e na te . .. . o h w a i t . . . s h i t .

I still don’t like you.

"Hey Allie, are you
supposed to be a vampire?"
"No, I'm a Republican."

h op e b y th e t i m e I
r ead th i s B u sh i s
p r es i den t ( N o, I am
n ot Ada m W ei s s m a n )

I <3 C a u l k.
The chalk on the walls
by Farside is gone.
This makes me sad. I He used to be a pineapple. Now hes
an asshole.
say we need more
chalk.
A d a m We i s s m a n ’ s
S c e n e s t e r s a r e m o t h e ri n s uH ce kl ls . c o c k s
people, too.
BAGHERI.

DINOSAUR MEETING!
BRING A PICTURE OF YOUR FAVORITE
"I'm thinking about majoring in Psychobiology"
DINOSAUR WEDNESDAY @ MIDNIGHT IN THE
"Why don't you go to a
DORM LAUNDRY ROOM!
real school if you're

gonna get a real major?"

Oh, ju crasy keeds

PIRATES PWN Y O U .

I’m happ y ‘cos I eat
bacon. Baco n makes me
You can’t hug your
l o o k s e x y . T h a t ’ s w h y I kids with nuclear arms.
eat bacon.
Wo a h t h e r e ! S l o w u p a m i n u te .
Are you a film major or someone who can work a camera
mad well? I have an idea for a
“music video” or at least a
short piece set to music—
specifically a remix of “Down
i n T h e S w e e t Wa t e r ” b y
Rasputina. B ut I do n’t know a
thing about lighting, cuts ,
editing, what have you. If you
have free time and you’re
interested in helping me make
m y d r e a m i n t o f i l m i c r e a l i t y,
please e-mail
NeilioWME3@yahoo.com.
Lethal.

Dear girl in the Blind Melon bee girl costume,
I love you. That is all.

YOU CAN STILL GET A FREE
SUBSCRIPTION TO THE PURCHASE INDEPENDENT. ALL
YOU HAVE TO DO IS SEND
US YOUR CAMPUS MAILBOX
NUMBER AND WE’LL MAKE
SURE ONE OF OUR ISSUES
GETS TO YOU EVERY THURSDAY OR FRIDAY. G-MAIL US
YOUR DIGITS TO
PURCHASEINDY@GMAIL.COM

