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Words of Wisdom
✓ J. Douglas Robinson, ‘88,

welcomes the newest members
of the alumni family, during the
December Graduation
Ceremony.
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‘SpeakEasy’
✓ David Climek, ‘94, works with

his former professor on a
telecommunications
development that could change
the cellular phone industry.
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Web Master’s
✓ SUNY Utica/Rome offers its

master of science degree in
accountancy via the World
Wide Web as part of the SUNY
Learning Network.
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Fall Fest ‘98
✓ A critically-acclaimed play,

popular singer and “mysteries
of the mind,” will be among the
highlights Fall Fest ‘98.

For SUNY Utica/Rome alumnus Jeff Ledda
voyages to the bottom of the sea, including
hovering around the most famous shipwreck
in history, didn’t seem altogether glamorous,
until his name twice appeared on the credits
of one of the most successful Hollywood pro-
ductions of all time.

Ledda assisted in the production of those
dramatic opening scenes of the $200 million
epic, “Titanic.” A 1987 SUNY Utica/Rome
graduate with a bachelor of science degree in
electrical engineering technology, Ledda has
worked for several underwater companies that
assist in research and production of underwa-
ter projects and events.

Ledda is credited in the Academy-Award-
winning movie for work which included as-
sembling the equipment needed to film the
wreck for director James Cameron’s
Lightstorm Entertainment.  Then, from a Rus-
sian submarine, Ledda guided a camera-
equipped robot in and around the wreck,
which lies more than two miles below the At-
lantic Ocean surface.

As Ledda worked, Cameron directed the
filming from a second submarine. “Working
in close quarters in a submarine with some-
one, you really get to know the person.  James
Cameron was a normal person, making excit-
ing movies for a living.”

While Oscar nominations are likely for the
members of the cast of the movie, “some of
the people I worked with feel pretty strongly
that we’ll be nominated for a technical type of
an award,” he said. “It’s actually a very strong

‘Titanic’ Produces A Wave of Possibilities for ‘87 Graduate
possibility because we developed something
very unique and it worked.”

Ledda and his wife, Heidi, were invited to a
private screening of the movie in Los Angeles.
“It was pretty exciting to see all the work come
together. When I began consulting for the
movie in 1995, the cast members had not been
finalized, so to see the movie in it entirety was
incredible.”

Roots in Rural
Herkimer County

Ledda grew up on a farm in Litchfield, N.Y.,
where his mother still resides. Ledda has three
sisters and one brother.  His brother Ed is also
a SUNY Utica/Rome alumnus, graduating in
1984 from the mechanical engineering tech-
nology program. Ed resides in the Utica area.
Jeff and his wife, Heidi, a former Utican, re-
side in Maryland with their three children,
Megan, Julie, and Sierra.

Ledda graduated from SUNY Maritime in
1983 with a bachelor of science degree in
ocean engineering.  He credits his grandfather,
a former Merchant Marine officer, for inspir-
ing him to get his first degree in ocean engi-
neering. Ledda claims his interest in oceanog-
raphy may have also been the result of many
Jacques Cousteau movies.

After completing his degree at SUNY Mari-
time, Ledda worked at Marine Hydraulic in
New Jersey for a brief period then landed a
job at International Underwater Contractors
in City Island, N.Y. It was there that Ledda
first used his ocean engineering knowledge

as an ROV (Remote Operated Vehicle) tech-
nician/engineer.

His work at International Underwater Con-
tractors was a case of “being at the right place
at the right time.”  His ROV projects included
exploring the oil lines in California and work-
ing along the Gulf of Mexico. During his em-
ployment he had the opportunity to attend
ROV Diving School at Hyperbaric Training
Center to obtain training as a Life Support
Technician.  This particular training allowed
Jeff the opportunity to provide manned sub-
mersible oil rig support for commercial oil
companies.  One project required one year of

his efforts diving Mantis which was a one-man
submarine exploring the Gulf of Mexico.

In 1986, Jeff decided to get out of the in-
dustry and return to college. He enrolled in
the electrical engineering technology program
at SUNY Utica/Rome. His first fiber optics class
at Utica/Rome  proved to be very useful later
on when integrating fiber optics technology
into the ROV Industry. Ledda credits Associ-
ate Professor Salahuddin Qazi for making this
course very interesting.

“In the late ‘80s fiber optics was still new to
everyone and Professor Qazi made the topic

continued on page 5 ...

Jeff Ledda, who graduated from SUNY Utica/Rome in 1987 with a bachelor’s degree in
electrical engineering technology, is shown here with some of the equipment used in his
underwater work for the Academy Award winning film, “Titanic.”
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Nine alumni and one retired professor were honored for service to their profession, community,
and/or alma mater at the 1997 Alumni Association Awards Dinner, Saturday, September 27,
1997.  The awards ceremony was held at Tom Cavallo’s Restaurant, New Hartford, N.Y. as part of
Fall Fest ‘97 Weekend. Award winners were selected by members of the Awards Committee
from a slate of nominations. The Alumni Association is pleased to announce the following award
recipients for 1997:

Distinguished Service Awards

Distinguished Service Awards are given to members of reunion classes to recognize
extraordinary service to profession, community, and/or alma mater.

Class of 1986

David R. Scharf is senior vice president of investment for Smith Barney Incorporated. David is
a member of the President’s Council and the President’s Advisory Council for Rochester Municipal
Funds. He is a member of the Knights of Columbus and the Smith Barney Charitable Foundation
which donates funds to five local charities that include the Make A Wish Foundation. David
resides in Utica, N.Y. with his wife, Christina, and sons, Christopher, Joseph, and David.

Class of 1987

Timothy S. Dennison is the director of engineering for Cabletron Systems, Incorporated. Tim
serves as a volunteer for the Red Cross in many capacities; he is the director of safety services
and a first aid instructor. He also volunteers at his local hospital and ambulance corps. Tim
served on the SUNY Institute of Technology at Utica/Rome Alumni Association Board of Directors.
Tim donates his frequent traveler miles to the Children’s Miracle Network. He resides in Herndon,
Va.

Kathleen M. Kelly, CPM is the owner of Good Times Publishing. Kathy serves on numerous
boards and committees; she is a member of the Utica Rotary Youth Exchange Committee, and a
Division Chairperson for the United Way, Board member of the Mohawk Valley Toastmasters,
SUNY Institute of Technology at Utica/Rome Foundation, and the  NAPM of Greater Utica. Kathy
is a mentor for the Oneida County BOCES/SABA Program. Kathy volunteers for  Friends of
Team Sara, and is the coordinator of the Boilermaker Pre-race Pasta Dinner.  Kathy and her
husband, Joe, have two daughters and five grandchildren and reside in Whitesboro, N.Y.

Class of 1988
J. Douglas Robinson, CPCU is the president and chief operating officer of the Utica National
Insurance Group’s property-casualty insurance companies and president of the Utica National
Life Insurance Company (UticaLIFE). He earned the Chartered Property and Casualty
Underwriter (CPCU) professional designation from the American Institute for Property and
Liability Underwriters, Inc. He has completed the Executive Program at the College of Insurance
and the advanced Executive Education Program at The Wharton School of the University of

Pennsylvania.  Doug is very active with the United Way of Greater Utica and is a member of the
board of directors and committees of all the member companies of the Utica National Insurance
Group. He also serves on the board of directors of the Rescue Mission of Utica. Doug also
participated in the SUNY Utica/Rome alumni television commercial used to promote student
recruitment. Doug resides in New Hartford, N.Y. with his wife, Patti, and their two sons, Eric and
Mickey.

Class of 1991
Joyce H. Kapral, RN, MS, CNS is an assistant professor of nursing at SUNY Morrisville. Joyce is
also a clinical performance nursing examiner for the University of the State of New York Regents
College. She is a charter member of the Sigma Theta Tau Omicron Alpha Chapter and the New
York State Nurses Association (NYSNA) District 7. Joyce is also a member on the Morrisville-
Eaton Central School Budget Advisory Committee. She and her husband, Richard, reside in
Morrisville, N.Y.

Class of 1992
Glenn Allen is a software engineer for Health Care Data Systems in Syracuse. His service to his
alma mater is a model of support to the SUNY Utica/Rome Alumni Association. He currently
serves as a director on the Alumni Association Board of Directors, and is active on the alumni
programing committee. He is a member of the Toastmasters International group. Glenn assisted
students in the Learning Center while he was a student at SUNY Utica/Rome. Glenn resides in
Liverpool, N.Y.

Gregory P. Rindenello, MS is an associate territory business manager with Bristol-Myers Squibb
Pharmaceuticals. He received the Pinnacle Award in 1996 for being in the top 10% in sales. He
has been a Boy Scout Leader for the past six years, receiving the Boy Scout District Award of
Merit in 1994. He is active with the United Way, American Heart Association,  American Lung
Association, American Kidney Association, and is a volunteer for the Multiple Sclerosis Society.
He lives in New Hartford, N.Y. with his wife, Esther, and sons, Paul and Michael.

Class of 1993
Nancy A. Furlong, RN, MS, ANP is an adult nurse practitioner for Digestive Disease Medicine of
Central New York. She is a member of the Nurse Practitioners of the Mohawk Valley and the New
York State Coalition of Nurse Practitioners. She is a community volunteer for the Holland Patent
Bicentennial Celebration and an American Cancer Society Crusader. Nancy is very supportive
of her alma mater. She is frequently invited back to the Adult Nurse Practitioner graduate program
to speak with current SUNY students about her experiences. She and her husband, Tom,  have
four children and reside in Holland Patent, N.Y.

Honorary Alumnus Award
The Honorary Alumnus Award was created by the Board of Directors of the Alumni Association
to grant honorary alumni status to a non-alumnus of SUNY Institute of Technology at Utica/
Rome who has made outstanding contributions to the Alumni Association and its members. It
is awarded at the discretion of the Board when appropriate.

Professor Emeritus, Albert B. Mario retired in January 1997 after more than 20 years of service
to SUNY Institute of Technology and countless numbers of students with whom he came in
contact. As a faculty member, Professor Mario taught primarily in the areas of finance,
entrepreneurship, small business management, and international business. He led a multitude
of internships, consultancies, and funded research grants that enabled SUNY Utica/Rome students
to gain valuable firsthand experience while making major contributions to Central New York’s
economic development.  His main strengths have been his affinity for integrating the activities
of the Institute of Technology with those that fostered the surrounding business community and
student development. He carefully developed and nurtured the growth of the Management
Assistance Center within the School of Business and Public Management. The center provides
the umbrella organization under which activities such as the Small Business Institute,
Entrepreneurial Education Resource Center, and the Small Business Development Center have
flourished. He also directed the Advanced Management Program which has graduated hundreds
of managers from the local business community from a program that was specifically designed
to upgrade the managerial skills of this important human resource. Professor Mario received his
bachelor’s degree from Utica College of Syracuse University and received his master’s degree
from Syracuse University. He lives in New Hartford, N.Y. with his wife, Rita.

Alumni Humanitarian Award
The Alumni Humanitarian Award was created by the Board of Directors of the Alumni
Association to honor alumni whose humanitarian involvements clearly set them apart. It is
awarded at the discretion of the board, when appropriate.

David Caldwell ’83, is presently doing missionary work for Elim Fellowship. In January 1995
the Caldwell family went to language school in Mexico City to learn Spanish and work with a
Mexican church planting team. They are now developing Christian camps in Michoacan, Mexico.
David’s task is defined as developing a sustained experience which provides a creative, recreational,
and educational opportunity in group living in the out-of-doors. It utilizes trained leadership and
the resources of the natural surroundings to contribute to each camper’s mental, physical, social,
and spiritual growth. David and his wife, Karen, and their six children live in Patzcuaro, Mexico.

1997 Alumni Association
Awards Dinner

September 27, 1997

Richard Havranek, dean of the School of Business and Public Management,
congratulates Al Mario on receiving the 1997 “Honorary Alumnus Award.”
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HOW TO REGISTER
Please check the events you wish to attend and send registration form to:

Conference Planning
SUNY Institute of Technology at Utica/Rome
P.O. Box 3050
Utica, NY 13504-3050

Limited seating is available for the following events. Please indicate events
you wish to attend.

No. Event

_____ Presidents’ Scholarship Recognition Brunch

_____ Cultural & Performing Arts Event, “A My Name is Alice.”

_____ Alumni Association Awards Reception/Dinner

Registration is free to SUNY Utica/Rome alumni, students, families of students,
faculty and staff that register by Sept. 15, 1998. Registration forms postmarked
after Sept. 15, 1998 will be charged $15 per registration form.

I will be attending Fall Fest ‘98 as (check one)

■■ Alumnus    ■■ Faculty/Staff     ■■ Parent     ■■ Student     ■■ Other _________________________

Name ___________________________________________________________________

Name of guests ___________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Class: 19_____     Major ____________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number(s): Home (       ) _____________________________________________

                                Work (        ) _____________________________________________

                                E-mail address ___________________________________________

Call the College Relations & Development Office with any questions at (315) 792-7113.

Message from Assistant Director FALL FEST ‘98
CALENDAR AT A GLANCE

(TENTATIVE SCHEDULE)

First Year Memorable, Eventful
With the completion of my first year as assistant

director for alumni relations, I look back on a very
productive and successful year for our organization.
None of it would have been possible without the
enormous effort and support of our Alumni Board of
Directors and Association members.  We experienced
some changes as well as the continuation of many
events that we now look forward to each year. We
welcome your comments and suggestions so we can
always do our best to serve you.

On Sept. 27, we held our annual awards dinner
at Tom Cavallo’s Restaurant in New Hartford.  It was
a well-attended event and an enjoyable evening.  We had an opportunity to honor Al
Mario for all his years of dedicated service to the Institute, as well as recognizing eight
alumni for their distinguished service to their profession, community, and/or alma
mater.  This year the Alumni Association also presented an Alumni Humanitarian
Award to David Caldwell, class of 1983.

At the annual meeting, president Janet Ciccarelli was re-elected, Joanna Locash was
elected vice president, and Cynthia Fox was elected secretary.  Re-elected as directors
were:  Glenn Allen, Rich Borges, Joseph Ruggiero and Annette Guido was elected as a
director.  We look forward to working with all the newly elected board members. We
want to thank everyone that attended Fall Fest ‘97 Weekend, it was nice to see old
friends and meet some new ones. Please mark your calendar for Fall Fest ‘98, Sept. 25-
27, 1998.  We hope to see you there.

For those of you who are out surfing the web, be sure to visit our web page at
http://www.sunyit.edu/alumni for updates on the latest alumni events and news. We
have enjoyed hearing from friends of  “lost” alumni. In this edition you will find members
of the classes of ‘77, ‘78, ‘79, ‘82,  ‘83 and ‘84  that we are trying to locate for their class
reunion scheduled as part of Fall Fest ‘98.

Until next time.....
Tracy M. Pratt ’88
Assistant Director for Alumni Relations

Regional Roundup
October 1997

Six members of the Alumni Association
attended the bus trip Oct. 25 and 26, 1997,
to Toronto to see Phantom of the Opera.
The trip included top-priced tickets to see
Phantom of the Opera at the Pantages The-
atre, deluxe hotel accommodations at the
Delta Chelsea Inn, dinner at the Hot House
Cafe, Sunday Brunch at the Hotel Restau-
rant, deluxe round-trip transportation was
provided by Magellan Bus Tours of Rome,
N.Y. Alumni from the Utica and Syracuse-
area enjoyed an exciting weekend of theater,
fine food, and lots of shopping.

The Pantages Theatre in Toronto,
site of the award-winning production
of Phantom of the Opera.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 25, 1998
6-7:30 p.m. Registration.

Campus Center,
Upper Lobby.

7:30-9 p.m. “A My Name is Alice.”
Kunsela Hall Auditorium.

9-10 p.m. Taylor Mason.
Campus Center, Dining Hall.

10-11:30 p.m Danny Holmes.
Campus Center, ‘Cats’ Den.

SATURDAY, SEPT. 26, 1998
10 a.m. Alumni Association

Annual Meeting.
Campus Center, ‘Cats’ Den.

11 a.m. Presidents’ Scholarship
Recognition Brunch.
Campus Center,
Gymnasium.

1:30 p.m. Rapture Exhibit.
Campus Center, Lower Lobby.

—— Schedule is subject to change ——

please specify

December 2, 1997

Holiday Happy Hour at The Hook, Line &
Sinker, Tuesday, Dec. 2, 1997. Alumni from
Oneida, Herkimer and Madison counties gath-
ered at The Hook for a Holiday Happy Hour.
We had approximately 38 people attend the
happy hour. Alumni enjoyed a variety of hors
d’oeuvres, drink specials, and SUNY giveaways.

February 1998
Alumni Open Swim Sundays....Members of

the Alumni Association were invited to attend
a month of open swim in the newly-opened pool
located in the Campus Center on Sundays dur-
ing the month of February. Flyers were sent
out to dues-paying members of the Alumni As-
sociation in January announcing the Alumni
Open Swim Sundays. Association members
were invited to swim from 1-3 p.m.

2:30 p.m. WCOT Reunion.
Campus Center, ‘Cats’ Den.

4:30-7:30 p.m. Alumni Association
Awards Reception/Dinner.
Campus Center,
Gymnasium.

7:30-9 p.m. “Mysteries of the Mind,”
Robert Channing.
Campus Center, Dining
Hall.

9 p.m. Casino Night.
Campus Center,
Upper & Lower Lobbies.

SUNDAY, SEPT. 27, 1998

1 p.m. Varsity Baseball.
SUNY Utica/Rome vs.
Herkimer County CC
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The Foreman
children Tracy,

Amy, Mark
and Todd.

Alumni Spotlight

Foreman Family Establishes a SUNY Utica/Rome Tradition
Meet the

Foreman’s .
Eileen (Mom) is
a current stu-
dent at SUNY
U t i c a / R o m e
majoring in
health services
management.
Eileen is very
involved in ac-

tivities on campus. She is president of the Stu-
dent Association of Health Administrators
(SAHA) which is a club for health services
management students. Eileen received the
Returning Adult Award during the 15th An-
nual Student Recognition Banquet, on May 2,
1997. The award was for scholarship and lead-
ership; satisfactory academic progress; mini-
mum GPA 3.0.  Todd Foreman graduated from
the telecommunications program with a B.S.
in 1991. Todd can still be seen on campus as
he is currently enrolled in the telecommuni-
cations graduate program. Todd is a true blue
SUNY person.  He is also employed at SUNY
College at Oneonta (SUCO) as director of cus-

tomer service for telecommunications. Todd’s
wife, Kiki, is currently attending SUNY
Oneonta and also spends time with their two
children, Taylor, 6 and Aaron, 4.  Tracy (Fore-
man) Rambo graduated cum laude from SUNY
Utica/Rome in 1989 with a B.S. in health ser-
vices management. Tracy is employed at the
Andover Nursing Center for the last six years
as a nursing home administrator. She also met
her husband, Harry Rambo, Jr., at SUNY Utica/
Rome. Harry graduated from the computer
information science program in 1988. Harry
currently works at AT&T. Tracy and Harry
reside in New Jersey.  Mark graduated with a
B.P.S. from the health services management
program in 1995. He resides in Binghamton,
N.Y.  Mark, like his mom, was very involved
with SAHA - he was president in 1994. Mark
is currently employed at Park Associates in
Endicott, N.Y. as an administrator in training.
Actually there is one member of the Foreman
family who did not attend SUNY Utica/Rome,
but her mother Eileen says Amy may be fol-
lowing in her mother’s footsteps and may de-
cide to enroll in college after her children are
grown. Amy is the proud mother of two chil-

dren, Victoria and Joshua. Both children en-
joy having their mom at home with them each
day. Amy also spends a great deal of time vol-
unteering at her church in Rome, N.Y.

The Foreman’s are part of a large group of
SUNY Utica/Rome alumni and students who
are part of a “legacy” in their families. Whether
it is their mother, father, aunt, uncle, brother
or sister, they have continued the tradition of

attending SUNY Institute of Technology at
Utica/Rome to obtain a quality affordable edu-
cation.

As alumni of SUNY Utica/Rome you can
spread the word that SUNY Utica/Rome has
the tradition, faculty, and facilities that make
it a place where generation after generation of
students come to learn and train for a suc-
cessful tomorrow.

Alumni Association Installs
Officers at Annual Meeting

A slate of officers was installed at the Alumni
Association’s annual meeting, held during Fall
Fest ‘97.  The following alumni were elected  to
positions on the SUNY Institute of Technology
at Utica/Rome Alumni Association Board of Di-
rectors .

President
Janet Ciccarelli ’75 was re-elected president

of the Alumni Association, a position she has
held since 1991. Ciccarelli has been active with
the Alumni Association since 1985 when she
served as a director. Ciccarelli is the chairper-
son of the Business Department at Herkimer
County Community College. She is very active
with the Girl Scouts and serves as Unit Cookie
Chairman and Secretary for the State Business
Teachers Association. Ciccarelli also serves on
the College Council and Foundation Board.

Vice President
Joanna Locash ’88 was elected vice president

of the Alumni Association. Locash previously
served as a director on the board since 1990 and
was elected to secretary in 1991, a position she
held until September 1997. Locash is a library
automation specialist for Madison-Oneida
BOCES. She serves her alma mater well by as-
sisting with campus activities and chairing the
alumni events committee . She is a certified first
aid instructor, child abuse mandated reporter,
and certified stress management instructor.

Secretary
Cynthia Fox ’95 was elected secretary of the

Alumni Association. Fox has served on the
alumni events committee for two years. Fox is
the manager of human resources for Human
Technologies Corporation.  She is a member of

the Society for Human Resource Management,
Central New York Human Resource Managers
Association, Herkimer County Community Col-
lege Alumni Association, and the YWCA of the
Mohawk Valley.

Directors
Richard Borges ’90 was re-elected as a direc-

tor on the Alumni Association Board of Direc-
tors. Borges is a principle accounting supervi-
sor and computer systems manager for Oneida
County Mental Health. He serves on the alumni
events committee and has been a member of
association for a few years.

Glenn Allen ’92 was re-elected as a director
on the Alumni Association Board of Directors.
Allen is a software engineer for Health Care Data
Systems in Syracuse. He has served as a direc-
tor on the board for three years prior to the an-
nual meeting.

Joseph Ruggiero ’91 was re-elected as a di-
rector on the Alumni Association Board of Di-
rectors. Ruggiero is an engineer for Bell Atlan-
tic. He served as a junior senator for URSA from
1989-1990 and president of URSA from 1990-
1991. He was elected councilman for the Town
of Wappingers Falls in 1993 and was re-elected
in 1995.

Annette Guido ’85 was elected to a director
position on the Alumni Association Board of
Directors. Guido is the manager of human re-
sources for Blue Cross Blue Shield of Utica-
Watertown. She won the Alumni Distinguished
Service Award in 1995. She is a member of the
Greater Utica Sunrise Rotary Club, Beta Sigma
Phi Community Service Sorority, and the Cen-
tral New York Human Resource Managers Asso-
ciation.

Your Alma Mater Is Looking For Your Help ...
Twenty-five SUNY Utica/Rome students

were dialing for dollars during the Institute’s
Annual Alumni and Parent Phonathon,
Sept. 21-Nov. 23, 1997. The Foundation is
hoping to raise $75,000 from alumni and
$7,500 from parents for academic merit
scholarships, interest-free student loans,
and grants for faculty development and
research.

Francine Cronin, director of develop-
ment is very pleased with the results of the
Fall ’97 Phonathon. The Phonathon raised
over $71,000 in pledges from alumni and
$6,800 in pledges from parents of current

and former SUNY Utica/Rome students for
a grand total of $78,389.

The Spring Phonathon began on Febru-
ary 22, 1998 and will conclude on April
19th. Students are calling alumni and par-
ents that were unavailable during the fall
campaign.  Students are also making pledge
reminder calls to all alumni and parents
who made pledges during the Fall
Phonathon to remind them that the fiscal
year is coming to a close on June 30th.  All
gifts must be received by June 30th in or-
der to be recognized in the Foundation’s
annual Honor Roll of Donors.

*Amount pledged as of April 1, 1998

SUNY Institute of Technology at Utica/Rome Inc.

Total Parent Giving
(Chart not available)

SUNY Institute of Technology at Utica/Rome Inc.

Total Alumni Giving
(Chart not available)

1989-90 $1,575
1990-91 $3,130

1991-92 $3,592
1992-93 $3,060

1993-94 $3,327
1994-95 $4,878

1995-96 $5,320
1996-97 $4,426

1997-98 $5,872*

1989-90 $17,591
1990-91 $17,610

1991-92 $23,835
1992-93 $24,964

1993-94 $27,311
1994-95 $39,781

1995-96 $52,191
1996-97 $60,155

1997-98 $83,440*
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Alumnus, Company President Addresses the Class of 1997
J. Douglas Robinson, president and

chief operating officer of the Utica Na-
tional Insurance Group, chairman of the
board and chief executive officer of the
Utica National Life Insurance Company
and director of Utica National’s property-
casualty and subsidiary companies, was
the first alumnus of SUNY Institute of
Technology at Utica/Rome to offer the
keynote speech at the college’s annual De-
cember Graduates Recognition Cer-
emony.

In 1988, Mr. Robinson earned his mas-
ter of science degree in business manage-
ment from SUNY Utica/Rome. He also has
an associate’s degree in business from
Onondaga Community College and a
bachelor’s degree in business from Syra-
cuse University.

Mr. Robinson is the recent recipient of
SUNY Utica/Rome Alumni Association’s
Distinguished Service Award, and was also

Above: J. Douglas Robinson addresses the newest SUNY Utica/Rome alumni during the
December Graduation Ceremony.  At left, President Peter J. Cayan congratulates
students graduating from the School of Nursing. (Photos by Larry Arnal)

Titanic Production
... continued from page 1

Dr. Sardar Anjum, of India, a renowned
poet-philosopher, who has been described as
a “rebel poet,”  lectured students and other
members of the college community during the
fall semester.

Dr. Anjum is internationally recognized for
his literary versatility, having published his
poetry in Urdu, Punjabi and Hindi, the three
major languages of the Indian sub-continent.

He is a prolific author, with 18 volumes of
his poetry in print.

Dr. Anjum’s poetry has been described as a
mixture of “fire and fragrance,” that reflects
both emotional tenderness and harsh human
realities.  His works are regularly recorded by
the most popular singers in India.

For his literary contributions, in 1991 Dr.
Anjum received the prestigious Padma Shri
Award from India’s president — that honor is
the equivalent of the Presidential Medal of Arts
in the U.S.  He has received 12 state awards
for his literary works and has been given the
title of State Poet of Punjab, his home state.

Dr. Anjum’s concern for the human
conditions has led him to write, direct and

‘Rebel Poet’ Lectures on Campus
produce a film dealing with the devastating
effects of AIDS.  He also wrote, produced and
directed the film “Charwah” (The Shepherd),
that deals with the “human side” of Jesus
Christ.

Punjab has been experiencing ethnic and
religious conflict and Dr. Anjum has dedicated
himself to promoting national integration.  His
songs and poems have sought to encourage
ethnic harmony in his native state.  As part of
his effort, Dr. Anjum has produced a television
mini-series “Goongi Tareekh’ (The Mute
History/Date), depicting the causes of ethnic
turmoil and with a view to facilitate and
cultivate peace and tranquility.

He has lectured at the University of
California at Berkeley, Bradford University in
Great Britain and was recently the guest of
honor of the International Punjabi Literary
Society in Vancouver, British Columbia.

Dr. Anjum is a former professor and
chairman of the Department of Urdu at
Panjab University in Chandigarh.  He is
currently the chairman of the Punjab Arts
Council.

nominated to the State University of New
York’s Alumni Honor Roll.

Professionally, Mr. Robinson has earned
the Chartered Property and Casualty Un-
derwriter professional designation from
the American Institute for Property and
Liability Underwriters, Inc., and has com-
pleted the executive education program
at The Wharton School of the University
of Pennsylvania.

Mr. Robinson is active with the United
Way of Greater Utica and is a member of
the board of directors and committees of
all the member companies of the Utica
National Insurance Group. He also serves
on the board of directors of the Rescue
Mission of Utica. Mr. Robinson resides in
New Hartford with his wife, Patti, and their
two sons, Eric and Mickey. Mrs. Robinson
graduated during the December 1997 cer-
emony with a bachelor of arts degree in
psychology.

very interesting and exciting.” He also has
fond memories of Associate Professor
Naseem Ishaq for her electrical engineer-
ing courses, which Ledda took while en-
rolled at the Institute. “I still find myself
dusting off my image processing notes
when specifying digital cameras to clients.”

Ledda has worked for National Geo-
graphic on the Monterey Bay project,
which was designed to explore from inter-
face beaches to water at depths of 5,000
feet and lower. The documentaries were de-
signed to show the transitions of the depth
of water.

He also assisted in a project on Lake
Champlain, investigating the Benedict
Arnold Fleet. That became the topic of a

program that aired on the National Geo-
graphic Channel and the Learning Chan-
nel.

Ledda doesn’t think he can  top the ex-
perience he had while assisting in the pro-
duction of Titanic. “Flying an ROV in and
around the most famous wreck is a very
tough act to follow,” Ledda said. “This
project was the ultimate ROV sport drive.”

Ledda is now helping to design and build
an underwater hull scrubbing machine for
the U.S. Navy as part of his work as an ocean
engineer for Oceaneering International in
Maryland.  He took a four-month leave of
absence from that job to complete the Ti-
tanic project,  which began in May of 1995
and was completed in October of 1995.
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Two SUNY Institute of Technology at
Utica/Rome alumni were recently named to
the State University of New York’s 1997
Alumni Honor Roll.

Maura Farrell Miller, Ph.D., ARNP, CS,
class of 1978, was chosen in the Health and
Social Sciences category;  and J. Douglas
Robinson, CPCU, class of 1988, was chosen
in the Business and Industry category.

The SUNY Alumni Honor Roll is a joint
program of SUNY’s sixty-four campuses as
represented in the Confederation of SUNY
Alumni Associations and the Office of

University Relations. The State University
of New York’s Chancellor John Ryan
presented the Alumni Honor Roll
Certificates at the Annual Alumni
Confederation Conference held in November
at the Binghamton Holiday Inn Arena.

The award is designed to honor alumni
who demonstrate outstanding professional
achievement and significant contributions
to higher education and/or public service.
SUNY Utica/Rome is proud to have two
distinguished alumni being honored by the
Confederation of the SUNY Alumni
Associations.

State University Honors Outstanding Utica/Rome Alumni
Health
and
Social
Science
Maura
Farrell Miller
Class of 1978

Maura Farrell Miller, Ph.D., ARNP, CS,
is president of the Nurses Organization
of Veterans Affairs, a nationwide, vol-
untary, nonprofit, professional organi-
zation composed of registered nurses
employed by the Department of Veter-
ans Affairs. Dr. Miller is a gerontological
nurse practitioner for the DVA in West
Palm Beach, Fla. She also serves as a
clinical preceptor for the family nurse
practitioner program at Florida Atlan-
tic University, Boca Raton, Fla.  Dr.
Miller is frequently asked to speak to
nursing, veteran, health care advocacy
groups, and the United States Congress.
Her professional affiliations and com-
munity contributions are numerous.
She has published many articles in a va-
riety of  health journals and provided
co-editorial assistance for a special is-
sue for the Journal of Gerontological
Nursing.  Dr. Miller received her
bachelor of science degree in Nursing
from SUNY Utica/Rome. She received
her master’s degree in Nursing/
Gerontological Nurse Practitioner/Clini-
cal Nurse Specialist from the University
of Miami and her doctor of philosophy
degree in Nursing from the University
of Miami.

Business
and
Industry
J. Douglas
Robinson
Class of 1988

J. Douglas Robinson, CPCU, is presi-
dent and chief operating officer at the
Utica National Insurance Group’s prop-
erty-casualty insurance companies and is
president of the Utica National Life Insur-
ance Company directs the operations of
Utica National’s marketing, underwriting,
claims, data processing/services, and re-
gional operations for the property-casu-
alty insurance companies and oversees
the operations of UticaLIFE. He has
earned the Chartered Property and Ca-
sualty Underwriter professional designa-
tion from the American Institute of Prop-
erty and Liability Underwriters, Inc. He
has completed the executive program at
the College of Insurance and the advanced
executive program at The Wharton
School of the University of Pennsylvania.
Robinson is active with the United Way
of Greater Utica and is a member of the
boards of directors and committees of all
the member companies of the Utica Na-
tional Insurance Group. He also serves on
the board of directors of the Rescue Mis-
sion of Utica. Robinson participated in
the SUNY Utica/Rome alumni television
commercial used to promote student re-
cruitment and recently was awarded  the
1997 Alumni Association’s Distinguished
Service Award. Robinson received his
bachelor’s degree in business administra-
tion from Syracuse University and a
master’s degree in business management
from SUNY Utica/Rome.

... Get Involved ...
Don’t miss out on upcoming alumni events! Here’s how to find out what’s happening, e-
mail: prattt@sunyit.edu or call or write: Tracy Pratt, Office of Alumni Relations,
SUNY Institute of Technology at Utica/Rome, P.O. Box 3050, Utica, NY 13504-3050.
You can also visit our web site at www.sunyit.edu/alumni.

The eighth annual SUNY CDO Job Fair,
sponsored by the SUNY Career Development
Organization is planned for Saturday, April
18, 1998. The Fair will be held from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. on the campus of SUNY Institute
of Technology at Utica/Rome.

Robert Palazzo, assistant director for ca-
reer services at SUNY Utica/Rome, is the co-
ordinator for this year’s SUNY CDO Job Fair.
The Job Fair is expected to attract 700 to
1,000 SUNY students and alumni to the Utica
area. Organizers of the job fair expect ap-
proximately 100 employers to be on cam-
pus during the job fair. Students and alumni
are encouraged to meet with regional and
national employers from industries such as:
health care, business, financial services,
human services, technology, and service in-
dustries.

Palazzo offers the following suggestions for
success at the SUNY CDO Job Fair:
• Bring plenty of resumes, a pad & pen,

and dress to impress!
• Conduct preliminary research on the

Statewide Job Fair to Attract
More Than 100 Employers

employers with whom you are
most interested in talking.

• Prepare questions in ad-
vance and a verbal 30 sec-
ond summary of who you
are and what you have to
offer an employer. Prepa-
ration, enthusiasm and en-
ergy will get you noticed.

• Be prepared to answer
questions regarding your
education, work experi-

ence, skills, and abilities.

• Speak clearly and con-
cisely. Maintain good eye con-

tact and focus on what you/they
are saying.

• Manage your time well so that you are
able to see all the employers you are in-
terested in.

• It is never a waste of time to talk to an
employer who does not have an opening
right now. Hiring is cyclical. They are
there because they know that they will
be interviewing candidates in the near
future. This contact with the employer
can make all the difference. Get all the
information you can and make a great
first impression.

• Last, but not least, practice that
handshake.

For additional information about the
SUNY CDO Job Fair or to talk to a career
counselor about your resume or how to best
use the Job Fair, call Career Services at
(315) 792-7165. Career Services has drop
in hours on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
from 2 to 4 p.m. or on Tuesday, Wednes-
day, and Friday from 10 a.m. to noon.
Evening hours are available on Tuesdays
until 7 p.m. Please contact Career Services
if you would be interested in volunteering
with the set-up of the SUNY CDO Job Fair.

College Rated No. 1 in Student Survey
In the recently-released statewide survey conducted by American College Testing, students

at 27 State University operated campuses ranked  SUNY Utica/Rome first or second in  20
categories.

The college was rated No. 1 in terms of
• classroom facilities,
• condition of residence halls,
• the general condition of the buildings and grounds,
• campus response to the needs of disabled students, and
• personal security and campus safety.

The college was also ranked No. 2 in the State University for
• transfer of credit,
• financial aid services,
• access to computing facilities, and
• campus food services.

In a 1994 survey, the college also received these high rankings in several of the same categories.
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Recent graduate, David Climek, class of ‘94,
assigned to Rome Laboratory as a research en-
gineer and consultant to the U.S. Air Force, is
part of a development team working on a
project that could revolutionize the cellular
telephone industry and have global signifi-
cance.

In 1989, Climek was appointed to the de-
velopment team at Rome Lab.  The team was
charged with finding a solution to one of the
military’s communication problems.  The U.S.
Air Force could not easily communicate di-
rectly with all other branches of service by
using cellular telephones, according to Climek.
Each branch of service used a wireless tele-
phone with a different set of standards.  If the
Air Force needed to contact the Marines and/
or Army during a close air support operation,
the Air Force operations officer would have to
call each command’s wired equipment.  In
turn, that command would call their troop op-
erations in the field using wireless equipment.
This  was time consuming and subject to com-
munication mistakes.

‘SpeakEasy’ a Connection to Telecommunications History
Climek says, the team’s solution was

“SpeakEasy,” a software system capable of lis-
tening for a particular standard in a cellular
telephone, recognizing that standard, and re-
programming itself to enable communication
with that cellular telephone.

Phase I of the SpeakEasy project was to de-
velop a new radio product that would be com-
patible with all products using “software de-
fined radio” software.  The equipment devel-
oped in Phase I was the size of a refrigerator,
not very portable.

Once the determination was made that
equipment could be built for this project, Phase
II began.  The ultimate goal of Phase II was to
get a PC-sized piece of equipment that could
be attached to vehicles and used in the field.
That goal was realized and, in fact, during the
field testing of SDR, the unit fell to the floor
and broke its “motherboard.”  This is a hard
flat surface containing the preprinted circuitry
and other components of a computer.  The
simplicity and ease of repair to the test SDR
was observed as a regular PC’s motherboard

 FREE T-SHIRT*

For the first 100 entrants!

Saturday,
May 2, 1998

11 a.m.

For additional race information and race entry forms,
contact Scott Gorgas at 315 792-7341

*T-shirt sizes are L and XL only.  Sizes available while supplies last.

Reduced entry fees for
students/alumni & faculty/staff:

Students/Alumni $5/entrant
Faculty/Staff Members $7/entrant
General entry fee $12/entrant

Entry fees will be higher beginning April 28

was used as a replacement part for the dam-
aged board.  The test unit was put back in ser-
vice in a matter of minutes.

From the outset of Phase II it was deter-
mined that the open system architecture
would be commercialized.  None of the tech-
nology needed to commercialize SpeakEasy
was classified.  In fact, the commercialization
and use of off-the-shelf replacement parts were
encouraged by the military as a way of con-
trolling costs.

To ensure participation in this newly-devel-
oped technology, the SDR office at Rome Lab
formed an International Standards Commit-
tee.  Climek said this was done so that profes-
sionals in the wireless telephone communica-
tions field were, literally, on the same wave-
length.  The committee is known as the
MMITS, and is  comprised of 35 to 40 manu-
facturers and users of cellular equipment.

Degree of Success
In the late 1980s, Climek recognized that

the bachelor of technology degree obtained
from the State University of Buffalo was not
sufficient for what he envisioned for his future.
He enrolled in the telecommunications pro-
gram at SUNY Utica/Rome and graduated with
a bachelor of science in 1994.  He continued
at SUNY Utica/Rome and earned his master of
science degree in telecommunications in 1997.
Climek has the distinction of being the first
graduate of the college’s telecommunications
master program.  He has been employed by
Mitre Corporation, a management-consulting
firm, for 18 years.

During a class presentation, Climek shared
the information about SDR.   Eugene Newman,
Ph.D., director of the master of science in tele-
communications program at SUNY Utica/
Rome, expressed an interest in getting involved
with the SpeakEasy commercialization.  Dr.
Newman has since begun a feasibility survey

of the Communications Managers Association
in New York City and has developed a web page
to survey business users in the New York City
area to determine if there is a market for this
product, and just how big is that market.

Dr. Newman expects to have the results of
his data compiled and a final report submitted
by the end of May.

A contract between the SDR office at Rome
Lab, Dr. Newman, and SUNY Utica/Rome is
expected in the near future.  In addition to
business users, Dr. Newman will be respon-
sible for the feasibility studies of all law en-
forcement agencies and civil aviation facilities
in New York.

Dr. Newman described SpeakEasy as “some-
one speaking seven different foreign lan-
guages.”  He also predicted that, “there will be
a handheld model by the year 2001.”  If the
team doesn’t develop this product, someone
else will.  This is a global problem he said,
someone is going to provide the service.

Dr. Newman is proud of his former student’s
accomplishments, “Dave and the team have
done a wonderful thing.  They not only at-
tacked a major problem in the wireless phone
industry, but also have come up with a solu-
tion to that problem.  This will bring national
recognition to Climek, Rome Lab, SUNY Utica/
Rome and the local area.”

Climek says, “This will change people’s lives
in how they use equipment now available.
They will be able to consolidate numerous
tasks into one hand held piece of equipment.
This project will influence the decision to pur-
chase $10 to $12 billion worth of radio/cellu-
lar telephone equipment over the next 5 to 10
years.”

Donald Drew is a senior studying professional
and technical communication at SUNY Utica/Rome,
who is working with the college’s public relations
office as part of his coursework in that bachelor of
science degree program.

On March 4, Governor George E. Pataki announced that SUNY Utica/Rome was
among the 13 sites across the state selected by Industrial Design Corporation, a
consultant hired to provide a professional evaluation of potential sites, as the best
suited for semi-conductor development.

According to the governor, the site on the SUNY Utica/Rome campus has the
features most important to the semi-conductor industry and are closest to a ready-
to-go condition for development, according to IDC's review.

Over the next four years, semi-conductor industry experts expect as many as 35
micro-chip facilities will be built in the United States to keep pace with changing
technology in this rapidly expanding market.

"New York State intends to get its share of that business," Governor Pataki said.
"By identifying these sites now and getting them pre-approved, we will be able to
offer the semi-conductor industry ready-to-go, shovels-in-the-ground locations. In
this rapidly changing industry, these sites will give the industry an extra edge so
they can stay a step ahead of their competition around the world.

"Given the unique needs of the industry, it's important to note that New York
State has so many sites to offer in so many different regions of the State," the
governor said. "That alone makes us more competitive."

Chip Fab '98 was announced last December, and set off a process of evaluating
55 sites around the state as potential locations for "chip fabs." Micro-chip fabrication
plants cost upwards of $2 billion to construct and employ up to 1,000 skilled workers
each.

Siting criteria include an appropriately zoned 200 acre parcel with access to
major transportation, plenty of water, two power sources, sewer services and access
to academic and vocational resources.

The Empire State Development Corporation and the Governor's Office of
Regulatory Reform are leading the effort for the state.

Under the Governor's initiative, ESD will match funds up to $50,000 each with
the 13 communities selected to prepare permit applications, site plans and
environmental reviews. GORR will provide the communities permit assistance,
and, once a manufacturer makes a commitment to build in New York, the permits
will be transferred to the company.

The sites selected, after careful evaluation by the site consultant, IDC, include
three in the Hudson Valley, two in the Capital Region, two in Central New York, one
in the Mohawk Valley, two in Monroe County and three in Western New York.

Governor Designates College
Among Semiconductor Sites

By Donald Drew

SUNY UTICA/ROME
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Central New York residents interested
in obtaining a bachelor’s degree in ac-
counting, business or finance now have
a new cost-effective opportunity to do so
through a joint admissions agreement be-
tween Mohawk Valley Community Col-
lege and SUNY Utica/Rome.

The agreement will streamline and
simplify the application and transfer pro-
cess, allowing students to know exactly
which courses to take at MVCC before
transferring to SUNY Utica/Rome.  Also,
MVCC students, who satisfactorily com-
plete the appropriate program of study,
are guaranteed entry into SUNY Utica/
Rome’s School of Business programs in
accounting, finance or business/public
management.  Those students will receive
a full credit transfer.

In addition, students who complete the
SUNY Utica/Rome bachelor’s degree may
apply for entry into a master of science
degree program in accountancy or busi-
ness management, with concentrations
in management accounting, finance,
health services management, human re-
source management, and management
science.  A full-time student could com-
plete both the bachelor’s and master’s
degree programs in three years after com-
pleting studies at MVCC.

MVCC, SUNY Utica/Rome
Reach New Agreement

MVCC Associate Professor Catherine
Glod, head of the college’s business/man-
agement systems department, said, “We
are very excited about this agreement.
It will reduce admissions paperwork for
our students, and clarify the transfer of
MVCC credit to SUNY Utica/Rome.  It also
enables students to maximize the edu-
cational resources represented by two
fine institutions working cooperatively.”

The joint MVCC/SUNY Utica/Rome
admissions opportunity is open to stu-
dent who enroll at MVCC in accounting,
banking and insurance, business manage-
ment, computer information systems,
office technologies, and individual stud-
ies.

The office technologies curriculum in-
cludes executive, legal, information pro-
cessing, and medical concentrations.  In
MVCC’s business management program,
students may select courses to create a
specialization in marketing, human re-
sources, international business, computer
information systems, and retail.

For more information regarding the
join-admissions program, those inter-
ested may contact the admissions office
at MVCC at (315)792-5357 or at SUNY
Utica/Rome at (315)792-7500 or toll free
at 1 800 SUNY TEC.

Four of the area’s business, commerce
and development leaders were part of a
panel discussion on “Economic Opportu-
nities in the Mohawk Valley for Graduate
Students,” when SUNY Utica/Rome con-
ducted its first “Networking Night” this
past October at the Ramada Inn in New
Hartford.

The panelists included Robert Fowler,
president of the Utica Area Chamber of
Commerce; Robert Cardillo, director of
the Empire State Development’s Mohawk
Valley office; Ed Duncza, vice president
of Snelling Personnel; and Andrew
Biernat, general manager of Bullock Finan-
cial Services.  The panel moderator was
Richard Havranek, dean of the School of
Business at SUNY Utica/Rome.  Al Mario,
professor emeritus of finance at SUNY
Utica/Rome, coordinated the program

Business Grad Students Network
along with Sanjay Varshney, assistant pro-
fessor of finance.

Networking Night was organized by the
Graduate Business Association, a student
group that responds to the interests of
graduate students in business.  The asso-
ciation deals with issues such as curricu-
lum, internships, job searches and place-
ment, networking with the business com-
munity, and consulting opportunities.

SUNY Utica/Rome’s School of Business of-
fers bachelor of science degrees in account-
ing, business/public management, finance,
health information management, and health
services management; and master of science
degrees in accountancy and business man-
agement, with concentrations in manage-
ment accounting, finance, health services
management, human resources manage-
ment, and management science.

College May Get Additional Funds

President Peter J. Cayan presents a gift to Francis Sejersted,
chairman of the Nobel Peace Prize Committee.

In October, Francis Sejersted, chair-
man of the Nobel Peace Prize Commit-
tee, appeared at SUNY Utica/Rome a few
days before announcing the winner of
the annual honor and spoke to the col-
lege community regarding “Peace, Poli-
tics and Technology – “Beyond Techno-
logical Determinism.”

Sejersted, chairman of the commit-
tee  that is officially named the Norwe-
gian Nobel Committee also spoke at
Colgate University on  “The Nobel Peace
Prize: From Peace Negotiations to Hu-
man Rights.”

David Hakken, Ph.D., professor of
anthropology at SUNY Utica/Rome,
said,  “It is a rare opportunity and a dis-
tinct honor to have Professor Sejersted
offer his experiences as chair of the
Nobel Peace Prize Committee and his
wisdom as a renowned scholar during
his brief visit to our area.”

Nobel Peace Prize Chairman
Offers Thoughts to Community efe

CAREER SERVICES
TO OFFER

EVENING HOURS
Career Services will be open

Tuesday evenings from 4 –7 p.m.

Evening hours will continue
through May 8, 1998.

For more information,
contact Career Services

at 792-7165.

e

Governor George Pataki has included $500,000 for SUNY Utica/Rome in his
proposed executive budget for renovating and equipping for distance learning
initiatives at the college.

Overall, the governor’s proposed fiscal plan calls for a $2 billion infusion into the
64-campus SUNY system over the next five years.

In a statement regarding the State University investment, Governor Pataki said,
“On the 50th anniversary of the SUNY system and the 150th anniversary of CUNY,
we must do more than celebrate and commemorate, we must seek out new and
innovative ways to make New York the best state in America to pursue an education.”

SUNY Utica/Rome has been recognized for its innovative distance learning
initiatives, including its project in conjunction with the Moscow Institute of
Electronics and Mathematics, which made it possible for seven Moscow-based
students to earn their master of science degrees from the Institute of Technology.

Dr. Hakken and Nigel Young,
director of the Peace Studies
Program at Colgate, cooper-
ated to bring Sejersted to the
campuses.  The lectures were
co-sponsored by the Science,
Technology and Society Pro-
gram at SUNY Utica/Rome and
the Peace Studies Program at
Colgate.

In addition to his service on
the Nobel Peace Prize Commit-
tee, Sejersted is a professor of
economic and social history
and the director of the Center
for Technology and Culture at
the University of Oslo, Norway.
He is the author of 10 books
and several articles dealing
primarily with history, eco-
nomics, democracy and politi-
cal strategy.
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Attention
All Health
Services

Management
Graduates

SUNY Utica/Rome’s under-
graduate health services manage-
ment program is in the process of
applying for membership in the as-
sociation of recognized profes-
sional organization for health care
management programs.

Membership will enhance the
college’s visibility and prominence
in the health management field
and improve our ability to recruit
students and assist graduates with
obtaining professional positions.
AUPHA membership will enhance
the value of the HSM degree. Re-
cently surveys were sent to the
1987-1997 graduates to assist in
the application process in evalu-
ating the college’s HSM program
from the graduates’ perspective.
A summary of the survey findings
and an update of progress with the
application will be published in
the fall, 1998 edition of Alumni
News.

College Prepares to Join Innovative SUNY Learning Network
fective way for accountants to continue their
education,” said Tribunella. “This new program
eliminates the problems of long commutes,
child care, conflicting work schedules, and
absences due to illness.”

The cost of providing the courses through
the SUNY Learning Network are being covered
through a grant written by Tribunella and
Shirley Van Marter, Ph.D., executive vice presi-
dent for academic affairs at SUNY Utica/Rome.

The SUNY Learning Network is supported
by the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation, SUNY Sys-
tem Administration — Office of Advanced
Learning & Information Services and the Cen-
ter for Learning & Technology.  The SLN is an
Asynchronous Learning Network, a new ap-
proach to teaching and learning that is student
centered.

ALN also emphasizes innovative instruction
and learning.  The activities of a traditional
class are the same — students read course
materials, write papers, do research, and com-
municate with their instructor and fellow stu-
dents. The students and the faculty use tech-
nology to accomplish these tasks.  The course
design facilitates these activities through a
computer network. The learning is both inter-

active with faculty and collaborative
with other students. Faculty and stu-
dents can also leverage the wealth
of resources available through the
Internet to support this instruction.

Students may take degree pro-
grams or just a few courses in the
ALN format to complement their on-
campus studies.

Using computers either from
home or at a local campus, students
have had the opportunity to select
from four courses in both fall ’95 and
spring ’96 semesters. There were 14
courses offered in the fall ’96 semes-
ter: five in liberal studies, five in
business, and four community-col-
lege-level courses. There were 19
courses offered in the spring ‘97 se-
mester, more than 75 courses offered
in fall ‘97 and more than 100 in spring ‘98.

This growth in the course portfolio is repre-
sentative of the plans to expand the SLN within
the SUNY System. This innovative program also
supports Rethinking SUNY, specifically, in
terms of goals to increase sharing/exchange of
courses across campuses, to enhance access

SUNY Utica/Rome has been chosen to par-
ticipate in an innovative high technology edu-
cational initiative that allows students to work
on bachelor’s and master’s degrees from their
homes, via the World Wide Web.

According to Thomas Tribunella, SUNY
Utica/Rome assistant professor and director of
the accounting program, the college has been
provided with grant funds that will allow it to
offer the master of science degree in accoun-
tancy through the SUNY Learning Network.

Academic offerings through that network
will use the Internet to deliver graduate courses
to students anywhere in the world.  State-of-
the-art technology will be used to help create
a virtual college on the World Wide Web, said
Tribunella.

The master of science degree in accountancy
is a new program at SUNY Utica/Rome and al-
lows accountants to prepare for the Certified
Public Accountant examination and to meet
the proposed change in the law that will re-
quire CPAs to have at least 150 credit hours.
The college will offer five courses on the SUNY
Learning Network beginning with the fall 1998
semester and another five in spring ‘99.

“This could be the most convenient and ef-

for place-bound students and to improve learn-
ing productivity and shortened time to earn a
degree.

Thomas Tribunella, assistant professor of
accounting, shown here working with a
student, is coordinating the Learning
Network initiative.

Fiddler Williams
In November, world renowned jazz vio-

linist Claude “Fiddler” Williams came to
SUNY Utica/Rome with his unique brand of
Kansas City-bred swing, blues and balladry
as he performed in Kunsela Hall Auditorium
before a crowd of more than 100 listeners.

Williams, who turned 91 in February, has
been performing for 77 years and has devel-
oped his style while playing with musical
legends such as Count Basie, Nat King Cole,
Charlie Parker and Lester Young.  In the past
several years, Williams has been featured on
“CBS News Sunday Morning,” performed
at Carnegie Hall and opened Lincoln
Center’s “Kansas City Swing and Shout.”
He also played for President Clinton’s inau-
gural.

His recent recording “SwingTime In New
York,” has received critical acclaim from jazz
enthusiasts internationally.  A “Washington
Post” review said Williams plays “with in-
fectious spirit as he cuts a wide swath
through decades of swing, blues and pop.”
A “New York Times” concert review last year
stated, “He made the instrument a smooth-
talking tease, sly and ebullient, with phrases
that sounded like classy, witty wolf whistles.”

Cultural and Performing Arts Committee
Offers Musical, Dramatic Entertainment

The legendary musician, often referred to
as “the swinging-est violinist in jazz,” also
performed for area elementary and high
school students during his brief stop in the
Utica area.

The event was partly funded by the Cen-
tral New York Community Arts Council De-
centralization Program, made possible with
funds from the state Council on the Arts.  It
is cosponsored by the Cultural and Perform-
ing Arts Committee of SUNY Utica/Rome,
and the Institute of Technology Foundation
at Utica/Rome.

Love to All Lorraine –
Black History Month

SUNY Utica/Rome hosted the critically-
acclaimed performance of “Love to All,
Lorraine,”  by award-winning actress Eliza-
beth Van Dyke, who starred in the one-
woman play in February as part of the
college’s observation of Black History Month.

Love to All, Lorraine, is based on the life
of the late playwright Lorraine Hansberry,
who earned fame as author of “Raisin in the
Sun,” and “The Sign in Sidney Brustein’s
Window.”  Love to All Lorraine, as per-
formed and written by Van Dyke, focuses on
the emotional state of Hansberry during sig-

nificant periods of her life.  It includes
memories of being raised in a family that
refused racial prejudice, learning African
history from W.E.B. DuBois, working for Paul
Robeson, marrying a man of Jewish heritage
and struggling to write during a losing battle
with cancer.

Van Dyke’s work was applauded in The
New York Times, whose critic wrote, “In
Love to All, Lorraine, Van Dyke presents a
portrait of Lorraine Hansberry that sums up
a great range of black experience in this cen-
tury ... What she evokes best is the almost
terrifying intelligence and honesty of Miss
Hansberry, and the peculiar mixture of hu-
mor and anger that was hers.”

Van Dyke has starred in several stage per-
formances around the country and might be
recognized  for her appearances on shows
such as “Ryan’s Hope,” “All My Children,”
and “Saturday Night Live.”

The event was partly funded by the Cen-
tral New York Community Arts Council De-
centralization Program, made possible with
funds from the state Council on the Arts.  It
is co-sponsored by the Cultural and Perform-
ing Arts Committee of SUNY Utica/Rome,
and the Institute of Technology Foundation
at Utica/Rome.
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Gaming Getaway, Wine Tasting On Tap

– 1998 Alumni Award Nomination –
Name ___________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________

Phone (home) ________________________  (work) ___________________________

Employer ________________________________________________________________

Employer's Address ______________________________________________________

Position, Title ____________________________________________________________

SUNY Utica/Rome Degree(s) _______________________________________________

Promotions, Awards, Achievements, etc.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Community Activities, Service Club Memberships,  etc.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Family Information (marital status, children, etc.)

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Other (class information, etc.)

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

1998 Alumni Award Nominations Sought...
The Alumni Association is soliciting nominations of alumni to be recognized for distinguished
service to their professions and/or their communities.

Awards acknowledging alumni achievement and community involvement will be presented
to members of the class of ‘77, ‘78, ‘79, ‘82, ‘83, ‘84  respectively, at Fall Fast ‘98.

Awards are made based on promotions, contributions, or other recognition received relating
to the nominee’s professional, community, or personal life.

The Alumni Association expects to recognize at least one graduate from each class, based on
the Awards Committee judgments.

All nominations are welcome. The college relations and development staff will conduct a
detailed follow-up to gather particulars and verify nominees qualifications.

Please complete the form below and mail it to:
Alumni Awards Committee
College Relations & Development Office
SUNY Institute of Technology at Utica/Rome
P.O. Box 3050
Utica, NY 13504-3050

Nomination deadline is July 1, 1998.

Friday, April 24, 1998
Gaming Getaway at
the Comfort Suites at
Vernon Downs &
Turning Stone Casino

This event is scheduled
for Friday, April 24,
1998. The package in-
cludes overnight hotel

accommodations (check-
in after 3 p.m.), happy hour

at Comfort Suites from 4 to 7
p.m., dinner buffet at the Turn-

ing Stone Casino, $10 of gaming chips

CPE Non-Credit Courses
Have a New Look This Spring

The CPE program is designed to match the lifelong learning interests
of SUNY Utica/Rome graduates like you. That’s why we offer a discount
rate to SUNY Utica/Rome alumni. We’d like to send our brochure directly
to you each semester. To be added to the CPE mailing list, please contact
the Continuing Professional Education office at 792-7270, send us email
at cpe@sunyit.edu or visit our website at http://www.cpe.sunyit.edu.
We’re looking forward to hearing from you!

Our spring ‘98 brochure features popular non-credit courses - in a
new format. You are invited to attend from one to seven sessions of our Internet selections, choosing
only those topics that interest you. Most CPE courses now meet for two hours instead of three. We
know how tired you are at the end of the day - and these courses are supposed to be fun! This new
format offers greater flexibility and low cost options for busy working professionals.

Looking for ways to spend quality time with your family? Consider enrolling in a Continuing
Family Education course this spring. CFE courses are specially designed for professionals and their
families. Explore the Internet, build a family homepage, or learn about careers in technology.
Spring ‘98 courses include:

■ Session 5 - Chat Rooms, Newsgroups and Internet Telephony • Thursday, April 2,
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Fee: $30 (choose 3 sessions or more and pay only $25/each).

■ Session 6 - Consumer Issues • Thursday, April 9, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Fee: $30
(3 sessions or more, $25)

■ Session 7 - Security & Legal Issues • Thursday, April 16, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Fee: $30
(3 sessions or more, $25)

■ Sessions 8,9 & 10 - Marketing on the Web • 3 Wednesdays, April 15, 22 & 29,
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Fee: $90

■ Family Homepage  • 5 Tuesdays, April 21 & 28, May 5, 12 & 19, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Fee: $125 - (1 parent & 1 child, additional family members, $55 each)

■ MS Word • 4 Wednesdays, April 1, 8, 22 & 29, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Fee: $90
■ Introduction to Computer Networking • 3 Tuesdays, April 14, 21, & 28, 6:30 - 8:30

p.m. Fee: $75
■ MS Excel • 4 Wednesdays, May 6, 13, 20 & 27, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Fee: $90
■ MS PowerPoint • 4 Wednesdays, June 3, 10, 17, & 24, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Fee: $90
■ Create Your Website Using FrontPage • 4 Thursdays, May 7, 14, 21, 28, 6:30 - 8:30

p.m. Fee: $90
■ Introduction to JAVA • 5 Tuesdays, March 31, April 4, 13, 20 & 27, 6 - 9 p.m.

Fee: $175
■ Personal Financial Planning Series:

Session #1: The Stockmarket: How to Win the Losers Game.
Session #2: To Buy or Not to Buy, That is the Question.
Session #3: Personal Portfolio Management.
Session #4: Personal Finance on the Web.
4 Mondays, March 23 & 30, April 6 & 13, 7 - 9 p.m. Fee: $90

■ Therapeutic Touch, An Interesting Alternative • 2 Tuesdays, March 31 and April 7,
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Fee: $50

Check out our brochure and contact us to register or to share your suggestions for future
course offerings. Course fees shown indicate rates for Alumni, Faculty, Staff and Senior Citizens.

Continuing
Professional
Education

at the Turning Stone Casino, transportation
from Comfort Suites to the Turning Stone
Casino every hour, and a deluxe continen-
tal breakfast on Saturday morning before
checkout. The overnight package is $62 per
person double occupancy, single occupancy
$110.  Please contact Tracy Pratt, alumni re-
lations office at 792-7113 for more informa-
tion about this fun-filled event.

Sunday, Oct. 11, 1998
Wine Tasting New York Style

The programming committee invites you
to join us on a wine tasting bus trip. A bus of

alumni will depart for wine country on Sun-
day, Oct. 11, 1998. The bus trip includes a
visit/tour of three wineries, and wine sam-
pling at each stop. A continental breakfast,
lunch, and dinner will be included in your
admission fee. The trip also includes a bottle
of New York wine and an Uncork New York
wine glass. The cost of this trip is $85. Trip
includes meals, wine, glass, and transporta-
tion. Please contact Tracy Pratt, alumni
relations office at 792-7113 for additional
information or to make reservations for this
trip. Reservations must be made by Friday,
Sept. 11, 1998.
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Internationally renowned astronomer and
author Clifford Stoll will address graduates at
the college’s 24th annual commencement ex-
ercises at the Utica Memorial Auditorium on
Saturday, May 9.

For the first time, the college will conduct a
morning ceremony, with the procession be-
ginning at 10 a.m.

Stoll, arguably the most colorful and flam-
boyant contemporary high technology guru,
proudly wears the crown of “cyber skeptic.”

An astrophysicist and astronomer, through
his insatiable curiosity -- and some would ar-
gue, his compulsive nature -- he authored one
of the most critical entries in the short, but
eventful, history of cyberspace.

While working as a systems manager at
Lawrence Berkeley Lab at the University of
California at Berkeley, Stoll discovered a 75-
cent accounting error.  That discrepancy
alerted him to the presence of an unautho-
rized user of the computer system.  Stoll’s
search for the intruder, who had deceptively
and discretely maneuvered through a maze of
military and research computers, led to an
international spy ring that sent shockwaves
through security and intelligence organizations
throughout the world.

Stoll spent an entire year tracing the careful
computer tracks of the high-level hacker and
uncovered that the intruder used a variety of
methods, some more sophisticated than oth-
ers, to enter computers and collect critical data.
Some strategies were as simple as guessing pass-
words; others included exploitation of software

Flamboyant ‘Cyberskeptic’
To Address ‘98 Graduates

bugs, and the creation of bogus programs.
Stoll’s search through computer networks

all over the world, led him to Hannover, Ger-
many, where he found a hacker linked to an
agent in Pittsburgh.  The startling discovery
was of a spy ring that sold computer secrets to
the KGB for cocaine and tens of thousands of
dollars.  That ring was broken in March 1989
and Stoll was acclaimed an American hero on
the cover of major newspapers across the
country.

His experience also led to his book, The
Cuckoo’s Egg: Tracking a Spy Through the
Maze of Computer Espionage, that quickly
vaulted to the New York Times best-seller list.
Part of the path Stoll followed was to try to
convince the Central Intelligence Agency, the
National Security Agency and the Federal
Bureau of Investigation that there existed a
serious threat to military computers and the
confidential data contained within their sys-
tems. After more than a year, the agencies
believed Stoll.

Looking more like an anti-establishment
1960s protestor than the person who uncov-
ered an international espionage plot, Stoll’s first
book contains all the suspense of a classic spy
novel in dealing with what many have called
the most important security issue of the 1990s.
His talk to graduates proves to be inspirational
and entertaining.

Also receiving an honorary degree at this
year’s commencement will be Oneida Indian
Nation federal representative Ray Halbritter.

By Donald Drew
Because of the continual excitement generated by Wall Street, finance is the hottest

field in the world today, according to Sanjay B. Varshney, Ph.D., assistant professor of
finance at SUNY Utica/Rome and a chartered financial analyst.  Partly for that reason,
SUNY Utica/Rome has added a concentration in finance to its master of science in
business management.

Finance is also a very lucrative field, according to Dr. Varshney. The average salary
for a person holding a bachelor of science is $35,000.  If a person has an MBA from one
of the top 20 business schools that number goes up to a range of $90,000 to $120,000.
A charted financial analyst or portfolio manager enjoys a base salary of $250,000 to
$500,000 annually with bonuses of $1 to $2 million, he said.

“Most people looking for an MBA concentrate on accounting or finance, but our de-
gree will be more attractive,” Dr. Varshney said.  He believes SUNY Utica/Rome is a
better choice for three reasons. First, the college is state-supported, therefore,  tuition is
more affordable than at most private schools. Second, the campus is centrally located,
and, finally, Dr. Varshney believes the college has a more marketable degree.

“Unlike most campuses, the credentials are on this campus,” he said. “The finance pro-
gram is not taught by adjuncts. Our instructors are credentialed to teach these courses. All
of our instructors have Wall Street experience. That is what makes us more marketable.”

Dr. Varshney, who also coordinates the finance program, will be teaching the major-
ity of courses. To satisfy the concentration requirements a student must complete five
finance core courses, including finance management problems, investment strategy,
financial institutions and markets, portfolio management, and financial environments
and strategies.

Students who have a non-finance or non-business bachelor of science degree and
want to participate in this concentration, must successfully complete marketing, ac-
counting, computer usage, business statistics, finance, and organizational behavior.  Dr.
Varshney said to make requirements reasonable for potential students in this category,
one-credit-hour modules were being developed to help determine if students would
require the three-credit-hour courses.

Professors Talk Business on TV
Dr. Varshney and Edward A. Petronio, assistant professor of management at SUNY

Utica/Rome are featured on a television show that deals with individual investing and
personal finance.

“The World of Finance,” a half-hour program produced at SUNY Utica/Rome’s on-
campus studio, airs in the Utica area on Harron Communications cable channel 34 on
Mondays at noon and again at 6:30 p.m.; on Wednesdays at 7 p.m.; Thursdays at 10 a.m.
and again at 7:30 p.m.; on Fridays at 2 p.m.; and Saturdays at 2 p.m.

The show is designed for individual investors and covers terminology of investing.
Viewers will learn about stocks, bonds and other financial instruments.

The shows are moderated by Mike Chalmers, the money editor at the Observer
Dispatch in Utica, and Linda Murphy, money reporter at the O-D.

Dr. Varshney said that he and Dr. Petronio are planning to answer viewers’ questions,
submitted by phone, mail or e-mail.  Viewers can contact the show at The World of
Finance, c/o Instructional Resources, SUNY Utica/Rome, P.O. Box 3050, Utica, N.Y.,
13504-3050; by calling (315)792-7180; or by e-mail at finance@sunyit.edu.

School Adds Finance Concentration

Shirley Van Marter,
executive vice president
for academic affairs,
presents the initial
scholarship fund check
in the name of John
Falcone, who retired
as vice president for
administration this
past February.

Linda Murphy, left, reporter for the Money Section of the Observer
Dispatch, hosts “The World of Finance,” where the expertise of Sanjay
Varshney, center, and Edward Petronio, finance faculty at SUNY Utica/
Rome, are shared with the community via public access television.

John A. Falcone, who served as vice
president for administration at the college
since 1990, retired this past February.

The Alumni Association will officially
name Falcone an honorary alumnus at Fall
Fest ‘98 in September.

Falcone was responsible for the overall
administration and management of the
college's business and financial affairs and
served as vice chair and executive officer
of the college Auxiliary Services Corpora-
tion.  He also was  chief executive officer
and vice chair of the Institute Foundation.

Prior to his tenure at the Institute of
Technology, Falcone served for nearly 20

years as vice president for finance and
treasurer at Lafayette College in Pennsyl-
vania.  He also spent six years as the con-
troller at Colgate University.

In 1995, Falcone received the Distin-
guished Business Officer Award from the
National Association of College and Uni-
versity Business Officers.  The award is
the association's highest tribute and rec-
ognized Falcone's outstanding achieve-
ment in the field of business and financial
management in higher education. A long-
standing member of NACUBO, at one time
Falcone served as president of that orga-
nization.

Falcone Leaves Vice President’s Position
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Wildcats Sports • Spring 1998

SUNY Utica/Rome’s men’s basketball team
enjoyed an outstanding 1997-98 season, end-
ing with the Wildcats finishing second in the
SUNY Athletic Conference and placing two
players on the league’s first-team all-star squad.

The Wildcats, who finished 8-7 in the con-
ference and 15-9 overall, lost in the first round
of the SUNYAC tournament at the Utica Me-
morial Auditorium to eventual champ
Geneseo.  Despite that setback, ‘97-’98 was a
season highlighted by outstanding play, espe-
cially from the Wildcats’ two all-stars, Eric
Redner and Doug Caldwell, both junior for-
wards.  Also, senior guard Eddie Bocca, was
named to the SUNYAC honorable mention
team.  Redner, a powerful presence on the
court, was also named an Eastern College Ath-
letic Conference player of the week during the
regular season.

It was a season of high expectations for the
men’s squad, who were ranked first in the

Wildcats Enjoy Stellar Campaign
SUNYAC preseason poll and began with seven
straight victories. Despite some disappoint-
ments along the way, Coach Kevin Grimmer’s
team, often outmanned, challenged every op-
ponent and enjoyed a successful campaign.

Randall Leads Lady Wildcats
The Lady Wildcats, in Coach John Randall’s

first season as head women’s basketball coach,
ended the year with a 2-13 SUNYAC record
and 5-19 overall.  Although the women did
not qualify for post-season play, the Lady Wild-
cats regularly showed up among SUNYAC’s
statistical leaders.  Sarah Schiavone, a senior,
was among the top three rebounders each
week and was also a consistent scoring threat
for the Lady Wildcats.

Coach Randall will have another challenge
next year, after losing six seniors, including
four starters, to graduation.

1997-98 Wildcats, standing from left , Joe Mazurkiewicz, Eric Redner, Doug Caldwell, Chris
Clark, Howard Hughes, Dave Reynolds, and Gary Kittelberger. Kneeling from left, Ed Niles, Carl
Brown, Amalo Alce, Eddie Bocca, Ike Mercei and Mario Bevivino.

1997-98 Lady Wildcats, standing from left, Stacy Sparling, Sarah Schiavone, Mandy Cerrillo,
Teresa York, and Cathy Whitehead. Kneeling from left, April Hannah, Mary Seller, Karen
Alekna and Toni Darling.

Spring Schedules
MEN’S BASEBALL SPRING 1998

MARCH
Tue. 3/17 Morris College A DH 2:00 p.m.
Thu. 3/19 Claflin College A DH 1:00 p.m.
Sat. 3/21 Manhattanville A DH 12:00 noon

APRIL
SAT. 4/04 NEW PALTZ H DH 1:00 P.M.
SUN. 4/05 ONEONTA H DH 1:00 P.M.
Fri. 4/10 Vassar A DH 2:00 p.m.
SAT. 4/11 OSWEGO H DH 1:00 P.M.
Tue. 4/14 Cazenovia A DH 1:00 p.m.
Fri. 4/17* Medaille A DH 1:00 p.m.
Sat. 4/18* Brockport A DH 1:00 p.m.
Sun. 4/19 Fredonia A DH 12:00 p.m.
Wed. 4/22 Cortland A DH 1:00 p.m.
Sat. 4/25 Hilbert A DH 1:00 p.m..
Sun. 4/26 St. John Fisher A DH 1:00 p.m.
THU. 4/30 HILBERT H DH 1:00 P.M.

MAY
SAT. 5/02 UTICA H DH 1:00 P.M.

* overnight Head Coach: Kevin Edick; Assistant: Joe Mootz

WOMEN’S SOFTBALL
APRIL
THU. 4/02 SKIDMORE H DH 3:00 P.M.
Sat. 4/04 Cortland A DH 1:00 p.m.
Mon. 4/06 Oswego A DH 4:00 p.m.
Wed. 4/08 Hamilon A DH 3:30 p.m.
FRI. 4/10 RUSSELL SAGE H DH 3:00 P.M.
TUE. 4/14 ONEONTA H DH 3:00 P.M.
Thu. 4/16 Utica A DH 3:30 p.m.
SUN. 4/19 R.I.T. H DH 1:00 P.M.
WED. 4/22 CAZENOVIA H DH 3:00 P.M.
Sat. 4/25 New Paltz A DH 1:00 p.m.
SUN. 4/26 MEDAILLE H DH 1:00 P.M.
THU. 4/30 UTICA H DH 3:30 P.M.

Head Coach: John Randall; Assistant: Patti LeGasse

MEN’S LACROSSE
MARCH
Sun. 3/15 Lees-Macrae (Banner Elk, NC) A 2:00 p.m.
Tue. 3/17 Charleston Lacrosse Club A 7:00 p.m.
Fri. 3/20 Wingate (Wingate, NC) A Noon
Sat. 3/21 Shenandoah (Winchester,VA) A 2:00 p.m.
SAT. 3/28 MARITIME H 2:00 P.M.

APRIL
SAT. 4/04 MEDAILLE H 2:00 P.M.
SAT. 4/11 KEUKA H 2:00 P.M.
Fri. 4/24 Geneseo A 4:00 p.m.
Sat. 4/25 Medaille A 1:00 p.m.

Head Coach: Bob Leary

MEN’S TENNIS
APRIL
THU. 4/09 U.C. H 4:00 P.M.
Fri. 4/10 Cazenovia A 3:30 p.m.
TUE. 4/21 CAZENOVIA H 3:30 P.M.

Head Coach: Joe Wolonowski

Athletics Phone:  315 792-7520
Fax:  315 792-7536
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Judith
Sweet

1977
Cathryn Jones Barns has joined the dermatology practice

of Dr. DeLaus as a nurse practitioner. Cathryn is also
an assistant professor of nursing at SUNY Institute of
Technology at Utica/Rome.

Bob Brenchley, of Herkimer, N.Y., assistant vice president
and manger of the North Herkimer branch of Herkimer
County Trust Company, is now managing both Herkimer
offices.  He graduated from the NYS Bankers Association
Consumer Credit School at West Point.  He is a member
of Herkimer County Community College’s foundation
board.

Harold Hutton has joined Herkimer Area Resource Center
as the director of finance and purchasing.  Prior to
accepting this position, he was the chief financial officer
of the Reconstruction Home.  Harold, originally from
Herkimer, N.Y.,  is married and has two children.

1978
Maura Farrell Miller, of Jupiter, Fla., earned her doctorate

in nursing from the University of Miami.  She is employed
at the Veterans Administration Hospital in West Palm
as a gerontological nurse practitioner.  She serves as
national president of the Nurses Organization of Veterans
Affairs.  She is married and has a daughter.

Robert Lounsbury has been named branch manager for
Amsterdam Savings Bank.  Robert formerly worked for
Fleet Financial Services.  He and his wife, Peggy, reside
in Gansevoort, N.Y.

Sharon Scofield, of Schenevus, N.Y., has been named as
supervisor of Bassett Healthcare’s New York Center for
Agricultural Medicine and Health.  She has worked for
the center since 1994 coordinating their Farm Family
Health Hazard Surveillance Study.

1979
Alban J. Uryniak, of Whitesboro, N.Y., was promoted to

sergeant by the City of Utica Police Department.  He
has been with the department since 1982.  He served
as Oneida County deputy sheriff from 1980-82 and is
currently a captain with the Army Reserve’s 414th Civil
Affairs Battalion.  Alban and his wife, Audrey, have three
children.

1981
Stephen Diehl has been promoted to sales manager at

Control Experts, Inc., Utica, N.Y.  He joined the company
in 1995 as project manager.  He previously worked
with CED Baldwin Hill, and Mather, Evans and Diehl.

1982
Edward Hirt has been appointed as director of human

resources at United Helpers Organization. Edward
previously served as administrator of United Helpers
Nursing Home in Ogdensburg for fifteen years.  He is
on the Board of Directors of the NYS Health Facilities
Association where he serves on many committees.  He
is currently on the Advisory Council of Canton College
of Technology.  Edward and his wife, Judy, reside in
Ogdensburg, N.Y., with their daughter.

Carmen Paone, of Amsterdam, N.Y., has been named
vice-president for long term care services at Canton-
Potsdam Hospital.  He will serve as a member of the
hospital management team, as well as administrator
of the Community Nursing Home of Potsdam.  He
previously held positions at Herkimer Memorial Hospital,
Valley Health Services, Amsterdam Memorial Hospital
and Riverdale Nursing Home.  He services as vice-
president of the New York Chapter of American College
of Health Care Administrators.  Carmen and his wife,
Beverly, have a daughter, Erica.

Teresa Pepe, of Clifton Park, N.Y., is the new director of
education and resources at Northeast Health.  She will
coordinate the education and competency needs of
the staffs at both Samaritan Hospital and Albany
Memorial Hospital.

1983
Navy Lt. Cmdr. Roy Geberth is currently deployed to the

Mediterranean Sea aboard the dock landing ship USS
Ashland.  His ship departed its home port of Little Creek,
Va. in October 1997 and he has had the opportunity to
visit Israel, Italy and Turkey.  Roy joined the Navy in
February 1984.

Aldo Troiani, of Youngsville, N.Y., has met the professional
certification requirements of the American College of
Health Care Administrators.  He is administrator at
Roscoe Community Nursing Home.  Aldo has been a
New York State licensed nursing home administrator
since 1984.  This certification identifies and honors
nursing home administrators who are performing at a
level well above the average of their profession.

1984
Ray Altieri, of Herkimer, N.Y., is an evening adjunct faculty

member at the Utica School of Commerce.  He is a
technology transfer counselor at the New York State
Small Business Development Center.  Ray has an MBA
from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute.

Rafael Barros, of Miami, Fla., is employed by American
Express TRS, Company International. He is senior
manager and regional internal control coordinator of
the Latin America and Caribbean Division.

Todd Fletcher, of Vestal, N.Y., earned his MBA from
Binghamton University in May 1997.  He is employed
at IBM as the corporate accounting manager of U.S.
payroll and benefits operations.

Mary Anne Hill, of West Winfield, N.Y., has joined the Utica
School of Commerce main campus as an adjunct
faculty member.  She was formerly associate dean and
an instructor at the Blake Business School in Manhattan.

Barbara Matteson, of Ilion, N.Y., has joined the Heritage
Home as the director of social services.  She has more
than ten years of experience in long-term care and
outpatient services.

David Morrier was ordained into the priesthood on
November 29, 1997.  He recently served  as a deacon
at St. Joseph Church, Herndon, Va.  He joined the
Third Order Regular Franciscans in August of 1990,
and holds a master of divinity degree from Washington
Theological Union.

Judith Sweet, of Oneida, N.Y., has been named president
of SBU Investment Services, Inc.  She is responsible
for the direction and management of SBU Investment
Services.  She is a certified financial planner, a certified
fund specialist, and has life, accident and health
insurance licenses.

1985
Antoine Abdallah, of Waterville, N.Y., received his master’s

degree in business administration from Syracuse
University in June 1997.  He is the general manager
and chief operating officer of the Atlanta and Oklahoma
City subsidiaries of ENVOY.  ENVOY is a leading health
care EDI Corporation.  He has more than 12 years of
information technology and health care experience.
Antoine previously worked as vice president of
information services for Blue Cross Blue Shield of Utica-
Watertown.

Linda Quarreri Culyer has joined the St. Elizabeth Network
of Community Health Centers. Linda is a nurse
practitioner and will work at both the Mohawk, N.Y. and
Utica, N.Y. locations. She was previously employed as
a nursing instructor at St. Elizabeth College of Nursing.
She resides in New Hartford, N.Y., with her husband
and three children.

Annette Guido, of Utica, N.Y., has been named manager
of human resources at Blue Cross Blue Shield of Utica/
Watertown, Inc.  She was previously manager of small
markets at Blue Cross Blue Shield of Utica/Watertown.

Robert Hill has been appointed program director for the
Alcohol Crisis Center at the Rescue Mission, Utica, N.Y.
He was previously clinical program coordinator at
McPike Alcoholism Treatment Center.

Karen Williams, of Rome, N.Y., has successfully passed
two 1997 exams for Certified Provider Credentialing
Specialist and Certified Medical Staff Coordinator.  She
is currently medical staff coordinator/recruiter at Rome
Memorial Hospital.

Mary Kay Westgate, of Bensalem, PA, returned to SUNY
Utica/Rome during the fall semester to address members
of SHIMA, (Student Health Information Management
Association Club). Mary Kay is presently employed at SMS-
Shared Medical Systems as a Healthcare Systems
Consultant.

1986
David Scharf, of Deerfield, N.Y., has been named to the

Directors’ Council of Smith Barney. The directors’ council
is comprised of the top five percent of Smith Barney’s
domestic sales force. David has been in the financial
services industry for ten years.

1987
Fred Zuccala has joined Keuka College as director of

financial aid.  He has been working in the area of
financial aid for over 25 years.  He was previously
financial aid director for clients including Central City
Business Institute and Mohawk Valley Community
College.

1988
Raymond Beck has been promoted to the rank of fire

lieutenant.  He is an eight-year veteran of the City of
Utica fire department.  He holds certifications as an
emergency medical technician and a hazardous
materials technician.  He and his wife, Phyllis, have
two children.

Robert Borgovini has been named a partner in a new
consulting company, Dynamics Inc., in Chantilly, Va.
The company provides the commercial industry with
engineering services and business solutions in the fields
of telecommunications and information technology.  He
previously worked at IIT Research, Rome, N.Y.  Robert
has a master’s degree in business from Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute.

1989
Robert Hayes, of Amsterdam, N.Y., is employed as a

hazardous waste engineer at KAPL, Inc.

1991
Pat Delaney, of Rome, N.Y., is employed as personnel/

office manager at Snelling Personnel Services.

1992
Glenn Allen has joined Keane, Inc., Syracuse, N.Y., as a

consultant.  Glenn is vice president of public relations
for the Empire Statesmen Toastmasters Club.

Stephen Golembiowski, of Utica, N.Y., earned the
Chartered Life Underwriter professional designation from
The American College in Pennsylvania.  Candidates for
this designation must complete a ten-course curriculum
of study and 20 hours of supervised examinations.  In
1997 he also received the Chartered Financial
Consultant designation for The American College.

Alissa Sollitto, of Johnson City, N.Y., is working as a
manufacturing engineer at Amphenol Interconnect
Products.

1993
Kevin Alder is employed as a financial analyst at Waukesha

Cherry-Burrel in Wisconsin.
Andrew Biernat has been named voluntary benefits

manager at Bullock Company Financial Services, New
Hartford, N.Y.  He is responsible for the expansion and
administration of employee-paid benefits products for

Mary Kay
Westgate
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Rebecca Wittman was promoted to managing editor at
Zogby International, Utica, N.Y.  She writes and edits
reports, surveys and other materials.  She has been
with the company since 1993.

1996
Glen Cooper recently completed and passed his nursing

home licensing boards.  He will now be working as
administrator of the Kinney Nursing Home,
Gouverneur, N.Y.  He was previously assistant
administrator at E.J. Noble.

Kathleen Alsante, of Frankfort, N.Y., is a community trainers
assistant in the consumer services department at The
Resource Center for Independent Living.  She was
previously employed at the Center as waiver support staff.

1997
Linda Forth, of Canastota, N.Y., has been appointed human

resources/placement coordinator at the Utica School
of Commerce.  Her time and duties will be divided
between the main campus in Utica, N.Y., and the
Canastota branch.

Susan Furmanski, of Utica, N.Y., is employed as a
computer scientist at IIT Research Institute, Rome, N.Y.
She will be programming components to be used in
automotive simulators.

Daniel Leinbach, of Spencer, Mass., has joined MCI
Northeast One Center as a Technical Specialist 1.

Melissa Lupe, of Troy, N.Y., has joined C.T. Male Associates
P.C. as a site development design engineer in the survey
and land information services division.  She will prepare
foundation plot plans, subdivision maps, and boundary/
topographic maps.  She was previously employed as a
designer at Stewart’s Ice Cream Corporation.

Carin McGuire, of Herkimer, N.Y., has joined Technical
Design Associates as a computer-aided design and
drafting specialist.  She is a member of the American
Society of Mechanical Engineers and served as an
engineering aide for the Air Force Material Command
at Rome Laboratory.

Shirin Rashid has been hired as a systems assistant at
Zogby International, Utica, N.Y.  She will assist the
systems administrator in the implementation and
maintenance of computer hardware and software, as
well as data reporting.

Weddings

Engagements
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(continued on next page)

local and national accounts.  Andrew has earned his
health insurance license and is pursuing his life
insurance license.

Dominick Ciraco, of Brooklyn, N.Y., is working as a systems
analyst at Xerox Corporation.

Kristen Lappin has been promoted to assistant vice
president for research and development at the State
Employees Federal Credit Union.  She has been with
the company since 1993, most recently as a market
research manager.

Elaine Massaro, of Clifton Park, N.Y., has been named
director of the diabetes center at Northeast Health.  She
has been a diabetes instructor at Albany Memorial since
1992.  She has held positions at Saratoga Hospital,
Millard Fillmore Suburban Hospital and the Visiting
Nurses Association of Buffalo.

Brian Mauro, of Utica, N.Y., has been named an account
executive for investments at Dean Witter.  He specializes
in managed money, mutual funds, stocks, bonds,
annuities and insurance for both individuals and
businesses.

Courtney Wellar, formerly of New Hartford, N.Y., recently
graduated from Albany Law School. He was the recipient
of an award given to a graduate of the school who
demonstrates the greatest potential in the area of
corporate law and taxation.  He will be working with a
law firm in Pittsburgh, Pa.

Lori Zegarelli is employed at Liberty Resources in Oneida, N.Y.

1994
Deborah Burke was promoted to chief operations officer

at Zogby International, Utica, N.Y. Zogby International
is a polling, research and development firm.  She was
previously employed by General Electric and Rome
Cable.

Gladys Vidor, of Rensselaer, N.Y., is president of
FUTURECARE, Inc.

1995
Rebecca (Geglia) Alder is employed as an intake/

marketing coordinator at Wisconsin Partnership
Program.  She lives in Janesville, Wisconsin.

Karl Hahn, formerly of New York Mills, N.Y., has been named
network manager for Citicorp. He will manage several
local area networks for Citibank North America in the
western New York region.

J. Timothy Kane, of Eagle Bay, N.Y., has joined Smith
Barney as a financial consultant in the firm’s Utica
branch.  He has been in the financial services industry
for two years.  He was most recently with Merrill Lynch
as a financial consultant.

Adam Panek, of Cicero, N.Y., has joined the Utica School
of Commerce.  He will be teaching in the Canastota
branch evening program.  Adam is a tax accountant at
KPM Peat Marwick LLP, Syracuse, N.Y.  He was formerly
a staff accountant at Green and Siefter CPAs.

Jean Vanacore, a family nurse practitioner, is now working
at the Roxbury Health Center and Mountainside
Residential Care Center, Margaretville, N.Y.

Robert Cerra ‘90, of Endicott, N.Y., is planning to marry
Kimberly Grant on August 29, 1998. Robert is an electrical
engineer for LTK Engineering Services, Blue Bell, Pa.

James Robellard ‘90, is engaged to marry Shari Pierce on
July 11, 1998.  Jim is employed by Philips Technologies,
Cambridge, Md.

Ellen Everson ‘91, of New Hartford, N.Y., and William

D’Agostino are engaged.  Ellen is employed by AT&T,
Syracuse, N.Y.  An October 10, 1998, wedding is planned.

Robert Conti ‘92, of Scotia, N.Y., is engaged to marry Barbara
Murtlow.  Bob is currently attending Union College.  A
July 1998 wedding is planned.

Michael Gawronski ‘92, is planning to marry Sonia Giglio in
June 1998.  Mike is an occupational therapist at Helen
Hayes Hospital, West Haverstraw, N.Y.

Deanna Marx ‘92, and Michael Montague are engaged to
be married.  Deanna is currently attending Sage Graduate
School.  A March 28, 1998, wedding is planned.

Emmanuel St. Arromand ‘92, is engaged to marry Emilia
Jeune on March 14, 1998.  Emmanuel is employed by
Dean Witter Reynolds Financial Services, Manhattan, N.Y.

Shellie Diehl ‘93, and Donald Loomis ‘94, are planning a
September 1998 wedding.  Shellie is a nursing home
administrator in North Carolina.  Donald is an industrial
engineer in North Carolina.

Jeremy Eddy ‘94, is planning to marry Theresa Sidelko on
July 18, 1998.  Jeremy is employed as a network engineer
at AT&T, Raleigh, N.C.

Jacquelyn Lakins ‘94, and Scott Carman ‘95, are engaged
to be married.  Jacquelyn is a case planner at Family
Services of the Mohawk Valley.  Scott is a customer service
representative at MetLife.  A September 26, 1998, wedding
is planned.

Ronald Critelli ‘95, is engaged to marry Christine Wilcox.
Ron is a partner in The Cutting Edge, Palm Coast, Fla.  A
winter 1998 wedding is planned.

Marc Billings ‘96, of Little Falls, N.Y., is planning to marry
Michelle Walo on August 1, 1998.

Barry Gates ‘96, is engaged to marry Mary Sergott.  Barry is
employed by Compaq Computer Corporation, Houston,
Texas.  A July 25, 1998, wedding is planned.

William Walker ‘96, is planning to marry Rebecca Thaler on
June 6, 1999.  William is employed by Computer Sciences
Corporation, Rome, N.Y.

Daniel Williams ‘96, and Heather Welch ‘97, are planning
to be married in April 1998.  Dan is a construction project
manager for Ridgeland Constructors, Inc., Elmira, N.Y.
Heather is a staff accountant for Evans Service Company,
Elmira, N.Y.

Amber Hayes ‘97, of Marcy, N.Y., and David Ciccone are
engaged to be married.  Amber is a sales associate at
Utica WalMart.  A September 12, 1998, wedding is
planned.

Shawn Sprague ‘97, of Whitesboro, N.Y., is planning to marry
Laurn Masso on September 19, 1998.  Shawn is a telecom
analyst III at AFSA Data Corporation.

Christopher Stark ‘97, is engaged to marry Jennifer Bowers.
Chris is a research engineer for Organon Teknika, Durham,
N.C.

Richard Strom ‘97, of Rotterdam, N.Y., is engaged to marry
Krista Lucas.  Richard works for Pacific Industries.  A July
1998 wedding is planned.

Elaine Sholett ‘82, married Michael Grant on July 11,
1997. Elaine is the director of clinical services and
occupational medicine at Lewis County General
Hospital. They reside at Black River, N.Y.

Michael Spina ‘84, and Sherri Vitale were wed on August
14, 1997. Mike is co-owner and vice-president of FTL
Information Technology. They make their home in
Frankfort, N.Y.

Carol Batinchok ‘85, married David Yates. Carol is a
programmer/analyst at MCI. They reside in Indian
Head, Md.

Richard Signorino ‘85, wed Mayme Spatto on June 14,
1997. Richard is employed by Defense Logistics Agency
at Harris RF Communications. They live in Rochester,
N.Y.

Barbara Baltzer ‘86, and Gary Guertin were married
on November 1, 1997. Barbara is a nurse practitioner
at OB/GYN Associates of Utica. They reside in Sherrill,
N.Y.

Mark Bono ‘86, married Antoinette Pladocostante on
July 26, 1997. Mark is a staff accountant at Rinehard
and Fitzgerald. They live in Whitesboro, N.Y.

Mary Petrie ‘86, and Jon Laverty were wed on August
23, 1997. Mary is assistant director of medical records
at Lockport Memorial Hospital. They reside in
Middleport, N.Y.

David Toussaint ‘87, wed Helle Moller on August 16,
1997. David is employed by Jysk Display. The couple
resides in Oby, Denmark.

David Brzezowski ‘88, married Peggie Hazel on October
11, 1997. David is an engineer for Cellular One in
Syracuse, N.Y.

Tammy Hyer ‘88, and David Hines were married on
October 11, 1997. They make their home in San Diego,
Calif.

Barb Schultheis ‘88, married Fred Spicer on July 5,
1997. Barb is employed as a registered nurse in the
electrophysiology lab at St. Joseph’s Hospital. The
couple resides in Liverpool, N.Y.

Kelly Beaton ‘90, and James Seaman were married on
June 14, 1997. Kelly is a registered nurse with the
office of Drs. Garbo and Endo. They are residing in
Trumansburg, N.Y.

Jane Kendall ‘90, wed Vincent Barrese on May 16, 1997.
They reside in Clifton Park, N.Y.

Nancy O’Riley ‘90, married Mark Casellini on October
11, 1997. Nancy is a vocal music teacher at Catholic
Central High School. They reside in Delmar, N.Y.

Carl Ruffalo ‘90, and Shari Lipkin were wed on October
11, 1997. Carl is a mechanical engineer at New York
Air Brake. They live in Watertown, N.Y.

Stephen Schoeneck ‘90, wed Kristin Yacano on June
28, 1997. Stephen is a claim representative for an
insurance company. They reside in Marcellus, N.Y.

Michele Smorol ‘90, married Randolph Baum on August
29, 1997. Michele is a case management preceptor
at Olsten Health Services. They live in Liverpool, N.Y.

James Tubinis ‘90, of Youngstown, N.Y., married Stacey
Rybarczyk on August 30, 1997. Jim is a member of

Where in the World are these Alumni?
1977
Jon D. Ames
Louise Elizabeth Baines
Deloris M. Bennett
Robert J. Blake
Robert Borek
Bethany Ann Boshart
Virginia Wilson Buth
Margaret J. Calicchia
John A. Cassell
Bruce Clark
Michael R. Clark
Christine L. Dabrowski
Charles De Salvo
Kathleen Dean Murdock
Joseph I. Delong
Mark S. Dodge
Kevin James Dwyer
Kathleen Marie Engert
Daniel Robert Fitzpatrick
Michael J. George
John T. Harmon
James D. Hart
Mary Heavy
Steve Hecimovich
Kenneth J. Hoff
Jean Cole Hovey

Patricia R. Inserra
Eric Richard Jaworski
Barbara J. Kelly
James P. Klauser
Carmella Kolesnick
Gregory Lees
James W. Martin Jr.
Charlotte Mc Laughlin
Barbara A. Moore
Paul M. Murray
Craig S. Owen
Nicholas Pianella
Debra Jean Pitkin
Sharon Ann Placella
Elaine H. Regan
Patrick N. Regina
Eve Rockfeld
Peter Neil Rockfeld
Anthony Joseph Salvatore
Tedd F. Scott
Harold Elias Sitrin
Vicki Slosek
Richard Seymour Smith
Willard J. Smith
Donna M. Spiker
Gail Stock
Maria S. Strack
Robert Anthony Tibbs

David D. Valla
George Vasho
Bernadette Ventura
Georganne M. Vuxton
John C. Walling
Kim D. Webster
Joanne Wyckoff
William Joseph Wyckoff

1978
Rolf Achauer
George Arndt Jr.
Mary Margaret Behr
Mark Edward Belanger
Stella Benedetto
Kay Billings
Willie Boston Jr.
Donna Britton-Coggins
Bonnie Ann Brown-Lynch
William E. Charles
Bradley K. Dale
David Dalgety
Robyn Doolen
Walt A. Dziekowicz
Fredericka Evans
Lisa Gay Gillette
Jerry Merrill Gould
James Gregston Greer Jr.

John Kevin Harris
Joanne Hart
Donna K. Havens
Keith A. Herkalo
Howard R. Hudson
Mary Michele Jordan
William Gerard Kelly
Karen M. Kidwell
Kirsten Joan King
Michael A. Ladota
Ralph Andrew Lalonde
David R. Lewis
Joanne Barbara Lopata
Thomas Francis Lynaugh
Jeriann Mc Crickert
Barbara E. Mc Kenny
Matthew J. Meizinger
Lisa Marie Miller
Paul Arthur Moeller
Dennis J. Molloy
Carol Jean Mullin
Ira B. Nathan
Aleta Margaret Neville
Daniel Alan Nieman
Theresa Norton
Elizabeth Pansa
Kenneth F. Parker
Patricia Agle Parker

Carolyn Sue Parks
Donald C. Perry
John Edward Pick
Geraldine J. Pozzi-Galluzi
Myron Santo
Sandra F. Shaw
Dora Smith
James Sorensen
Richard Joseph Sprague
Rodney E. Stafford
Gayle Marie Stevens
Kathleen Halbig Tehan
Dorothy P. Templeton
Larry J. Thornton
Mary Ann Thurston
Joseph Toscano Jr.
Dalton Vanterpool
Denise Mae Viel
Therese Jean Weldon
Mary J. Wiener
Oswald N. Williams
Dennis Wayne Woodgate
Carla A. Zangrilli
1979
Joseph Bruce Albrecht
Cynthia M. Arabski
William D. Ashmore III

Kathy Ann Bell
Peter M. Bogdanski
John J. Buley
Joseph Paul Burke
Ellen M. Burns
Kathleen Costello
Edward J. Dechick
Nancy A. Dzialo
Anthony Joseph Elacqua
Mary Anne Elsesser
Pamela M. Farley
Charles R. Farney
Gary M. Fleishman
Richard W. Fletcher
Thomas Fogarty
Robert J. Fonda
Allan R. Foote
Mary Elizabeth Fragola
Judith A. Garrison
Jeffrey Stanton George
Arthur Victor Gilbert
Gina Gottuso
James R. Helmer
Michael J. Hoffman
Richard A. Hooker
Bobbie Horowitz
Laudlin H. Hoyenga
Anne Marie Jemming

James K. Jijita
Vicki Dianne Johnson
Linda Louise Johnstone
Cheryl Kennish
Mary Kathryn Kingston
Michael Lamson
Robert E. Lecher Jr.
Richard W. Lenhard
Gerald B. Leppert
Stanley Mainionis
Gerald F. Manfredi
Douglas A. Manion
Carol Mc Candless
Joan McCabe
Kurt J. Messinger
Terrence Lee Michel
Jacqueline Milligan
William Minarchi Jr.
Edward B. Moore
Patricia E. Motta-Hukle
Bernice Mrzlikar
Kurt I. Myers
Marybeth Nesbitt
L. Margaret Olson
Elaine Ottenschot
Patician M. Page
Jeff D. Paye
Lisa G. Perreault

Scott D. Purdy
Rachel Raimondi
Albert E. Reincke
Eric Worrell Romkey
Carol A. Ruby
Douglas Anthony Sardina
Judith Anne Smith
Lee L. Smith
William Stein
Kathryn Thomas
Tony Udo Toby
Nicholas Vovcsko
Allan Earl Walker
Marianne York Walsh
Donna L. Wasserman
Kathryn Weiskotten
Janice Sue Welker
Donna Werpachowski
Edward A. Wojdyla
Douglas J. Zogby

1982
Debra A. Adamkowski
Adnan Hashim Alhilawi
Penny Ambroze
Laurie J. Annony
Robert L. Augustine

Teresa E. Bailey
Thomas Oliver Billingsley
Teresa Mary Bolmer
Susan J. Bolton
Patricia A. Bowen
Maryellen M. Brennan
Christopher R. Bye
John Kenneth Carlson
Michael C. Caskinette
Alicia Castrello
Lawrence A.Claflin Jr.
David L. Cleveland
Wayne Kenneth Cox
Patrick J. Crowley
Daniel J. Crozier
Eugenia Curry
Ellen Rikard Dahlberg
Richard T. Davis
Jean E. Dougherty
Tamara R. Fidler
Cheryl B. Fletcher Miller
Michele M. Gargash
Robert Lee Gilchriest
Karen M. Gladwin
James Wagner Harris
William H. Hoeper
Randy K. Holm
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I.B.E.W. Local No. 237, and owns Empire Business
Brokers of Western New York.

Sean Way ‘90, wed Valerie Laird on September 6, 1997.
Sean is a senior merchandise manager at JC Penney,
Clifton Park, N.Y. They make their home in Galway,
N.Y.

Amy George ‘91, and Craig Dewan were married on June
28, 1997. Amy is employed by Herkimer County
Community College. The couple resides in Little Falls,
N.Y.

Scott Gorgas ‘91, married Theresa Toner ‘95, on July 5,
1997. Scott is controller at SUNY Institute of Technology at
Utica/Rome. Theresa is employed by United Way of the
Greater Utica Area. They make their home in Yorkville, N.Y.

Shawn Henry ‘91, and Susanne Magana were wed on
May 24, 1997. Shawn is employed as a network
architect for Merck-Medco Managed Care, Inc. They
reside at Greenwood Lake, N.Y.

Thomas Herman ‘91, married Lori Swain on October 5,
1997. Tom is a programmer/market analyst for
NYSEG. The couple resides in Endicott, N.Y.

Gina Talarico ‘91, wed Brian Janis on May 24, 1997.
Gina is an office manager at Custom Tool and Model
Corporation, Frankfort, N.Y.

Timothy Barry ‘92, married Shannen Collenborne on
May 15, 1997. Timothy is a network analyst with
Enscon Consulting, Denver, Colo.

James Canavan ‘92, and Laura Lukasavage were
married on August 3, 1997. Jim is vice-president of
Discovery Online. The couple lives in Columbia, S.C.

Tammy Gadziala ‘92, wed Gregory Malecki on October
25, 1997. Tammy is a club representative for US
Airways. They make their home in Westfield, Mass.

Marilyn Itterly ‘92, married Frank Spina on November
1, 1997. Marilyn is a registered nurse. The couple
resides in Griffin, Ga.

Andrew Malinowski ‘92, and Katie Hooper were married
on August 30, 1997. Andrew is employed in the City
of Auburn’s engineering department. They reside in
Auburn, N.Y.

Kristen Ravida ‘92, married Vincent DeClemente ‘91,
on October 4, 1997. Kristen is a programmer/analyst
at EE&C Financial Services. Vincent is employed by
New York Power Authority as an engineer. The couple
resides in Beacon, N.Y.

Stephen Rieks ‘92, wed Laurie Danboise on October
26, 1997. Stephen is a system administrator at
Syracuse University. They make their home in Minoa,
N.Y.

Lora Roma ‘92, and Scott Koons were married on
September 20, 1997. Lora is an assistant director in
the medical records department at St. Joseph’s Hospital
Health Center. They are living in Liverpool, N.Y.

Robert Rosati ‘92, wed Elena Tauro on August 9, 1997.
Bob is a senior software engineer for Lockheed Martin.
They make their home in Liverpool, N.Y.

Jennifer Sharpe ‘92, married Ronald Draper on August
16, 1997. Jennifer is employed by the New York State
Police. The couple resides in Utica, N.Y.

Douglas Todd ‘92, and Lisa Marocco were wed on April
27, 1997. Douglas is a field engineer for MCI. They
live in Slingerlands, N.Y.

Michael Carlow ‘93, and Michelle Keene ‘93, were
married on May 31, 1997. Both Michael and Michelle
are employed by Computer Sciences Corporation as
programmer/analysts. They make their home in Green
Island, N.Y.

Christopher Charlebois ‘93, wed Heather Meyers on
September 6, 1997. Chris is a New York State
Correctional Officer. They live in Utica, N.Y.

Marc DesMarais ‘93, and Mary Zygmunt ‘93, were
married on October 4, 1997. Marc is owner of
GrassRoots Lawncare, and is a credit analyst at
Adirondack Bank. Mary is employed by United Cerebral
Palsy. They reside in New Hartford, N.Y.

Deborah Emery ‘93, and Bradley Davies were married
on July 26, 1997. Deborah is a CPA at Testone,
Marshall and Discenza, LLP. They live in Vernon, N.Y.

Heather Labuz ‘93, married Adam Bullock on September
20, 1997. Heather is employed in the accounting
department at Syracuse University. The couple resides
in Syracuse, N.Y.

Brian Panchyshyn ‘93, wed April Groff on April 27, 1997.
Brian is employed by Fleet Bank, Columbia, S.C.

Keri Phelps ‘93, wed Michael Hadcock on May 10, 1997.
Keri is a registered nurse in the burn/trauma ICU at
Strong Memorial Hospital. They live in Webster, N.Y.

Patrick Sweeney ‘93, married Sharon Gillespie on
October 25, 1997. Patrick is a telecommunication
manager for Whittman-Hart, Chicago, Ill.

Jeffrey Updike ‘93, and Elizabeth Farkas ‘94, were
married on June 14, 1997. Jeff is employed by PC
Advisors in Virginia. Elizabeth is employed by First
Union National Bank of Roanoke. They make their
home in Roanoke, Va.

Eve Carricato ‘94, wed David Cullinan on April 12, 1997.
Eve is employed as a nursing home administrator for
Brother Bonaventure Extended Care Center in
Elizabeth, N.J.

William Coffey ‘94, married Joan Evans on October 4,
1997. William is employed by WalMart Supercenter,
Rome, N.Y.

Debra Cooper ‘94, and Jeff Adasek were wed on August
23, 1997. Debra is employed by MetLife. They live in
Deerfield, N.Y.

Christopher Facci ‘94, and Kerrie Martin were married
on August 2, 1997. Chris is an electrical engineer at
Honeywell, IAC. The couple resides in Wappingers
Falls, N.Y.

Justin Hawthorne ‘94, married Christine Clements on
October 4, 1997. Justin is a product administrator at
Oneida Limited, Oneida, N.Y.

Melissa Hawthorne ‘94, and Brian Lanz were wed on
July 19, 1997. Melissa is director of the Sherrill-
Kenwood Free Library, and also teaches nursery school
for Ross Education Systems, Inc. They make their
home in Oneida Castle, N.Y.

Adam Helmer ‘94, married Daria Roberts on June 7,
1997. Adam is employed at CIGNA Corporation. They
live in Westmont, N.J.

Richard Maxon ‘94, and Lori Elliott were married on
August 2, 1997. Richard is employed by ANS
Communications. They reside in Monroe, N.Y.

James Roman ‘94, wed Tammy Chase on October 18,
1997. Jim is a retail manager with Lord & Taylor in
Florida.

Eric Schmitt ‘94, and Krista Conomo were married on
May 31, 1997. Eric is employed as a customer service
representative at Laerdal Medical Corporation. The
couple resides in Poughkeepsie, N.Y.

Lisa Sheer ‘94, married Thomas Donovan on September
6, 1997. Lisa is employed at SUNY Health Science
Center, Syracuse, N.Y.

David Szwarcberg ‘94, of Latham, N.Y., and Paula Biette
were married on October 18, 1997. David is an
engineering technician for General Electric Corporate
Research and Development.

Cecile Thompson ‘94, married David Murray on July
19, 1997. Cecile is assistant office manager at Sam
Dell’s Dodge. They make their home in Meridian, N.Y.

John Bobek ‘95, married Michelle Belanger on
September 6, 1997. John works for DynaBil Industries.
They reside on Cohoes, N.Y.

Lisa Caramadre ‘95, wed Christopher Murphy on August
9, 1997. Lisa is an elementary teacher in Fayetteville,
N.C.

Michelle Conroe ‘95, and Paul Millias were married on
August 2, 1997. Michelle is employed as a registered
nurse at Bassett Healthcare, Cooperstown, N.Y.

Diana Finch ‘95, married Andrew Griffin on October 18,
1997. Diana is employed by Saturn of Mohawk Valley.
The couple makes their home in Poland, N.Y.

Salvatore Giacona ‘95, wed Darbie Atkinson on July
12, 1997. Sal is employed at New Venture Gear. The
couple resides in Liverpool, N.Y.

Karl Hahn ‘95, recently married Kristin Kelly. Karl is a network
manager at Citicorp. They reside in Pittsford, N.Y.

Robert VanDeusen ‘95, and Sandra Voce ‘95, were
married on October 4, 1997. Bob and Sandra are
both employed as dental associates by MetLife, New
Hartford, N.Y.

Stanley Winnie ‘95, married Mary Conte on June 7, 1997.
Stanley is general manager for the Hampton Inn. The
couple resides in Pittsburgh, Pa.

Kristina Beebe ‘96, and Paul Naples ‘96, were wed
on June 28, 1997. Kristina is employed by Noxon Road
Elementary School. Paul is employed by Montgomery
Ward. The couple lives in Poughkeepsie, N.Y.

Karen Hughes ‘96, and Aaron Deragon were married
on August 23, 1997. Karen is completing an internship
as administrator in training. They make their home in
Holland Patent, N.Y.

David Iacovissi ‘96, wed Anne Gilligan on August 16,
1997. David is employed by the City of Rome. They
live in Rome, N.Y.

Tammy Hill ‘96, married Lon Thrasher on September 6,
1997. The couple resides in Utica, N.Y.

Kenneth Meyer ‘96, and Katie Shay were wed on October
11, 1997. Ken is an accountant for A.J.S. Masonery.
They couple lives in Schenectady, N.Y.

Michael Shaler ‘96, wed Jennifer Durant on July 16,
1997. Michael is employed by Adirondack Bank,
Whitesboro, N.Y.

Births
To Dale Pinckney ‘80, of Schenectady, N.Y., a daughter,

Elizabeth Mary, born March 22, 1997. Dale is branch
manager at Catskill Savings Bank.

To Joanne Peters Steele ‘83, of Shushan, N.Y., a son,
Joshua Issac, born February 8, 1997. Joshua joins
his two older brothers, Ian and Benjamin at home.

To Beth Cronauer Wagner ‘87, of Islip Terrace, N.Y.,
a daughter, KayLeigh Morgan, born April 23, 1997.
Beth is a nurse coordinator at Winthrop University
Hospital.

To Lynn Williams Whimple ‘90, of Castleton, N.Y., a
son, Damon William, born May 31, 1997.  Lynn is
an administrative secretary with the New York State
Assembly.

To Diane Kingsley-Roach ‘92, of Marcy, N.Y., a son,
Andrew John, born December 7, 1996. Diane
operates DKR Services which provides accounting,
bookkeeping, and income tax services.

To Johnathan Ryan ‘92, and Amy Friedel Ryan ‘93,
of Sherburne, N.Y., a daughter, Abigail Shannon, born
November 4, 1997.  John writes that Abigail was
born two months early and she is doing well.

In Memoriam
John F. Kaminsky ‘77, passed away on October 4,

1997, as a result of a motorcycle accident.

Carolyn Bintz ‘82, passed away on December 27, 1997,
after she collapsed while skiing.  She was a career
counselor at Madison-Oneida BOCES at the ACCESS
Center in Utica, N.Y.

Donald J. Bush ‘94, passed away in fall 1997.

Bridget Stack ‘96, married Daniel Monohan on October
3, 1997. Bridget is employed by Central New York
Psychiatric Center. The couple lives in Mohawk, N.Y.

David Williams ‘96, and Doreen Tamer were wed on
June 21, 1997. David is an engineered wood specialist.
They reside in Greensboro, N.C.

Rebecca Bushinger ‘97, and Jeffrey Dingman were
married on June 7, 1997. Rebecca is an independent
abstractor with Service Abstract Corporation. The
couple resides in Utica, N.Y.

Christopher Delaney ‘97, of Fayetteville, N.Y., married
Amy Emm on October 11, 1997. Chris is employed by
Philips Broadband Networks, Inc.

Julie Fitzgerald ‘97, and Stephen Buda were married on
June 6, 1997. Julie is director of human resources at Kunkel
Ambulance Service. They make their home in Marcy, N.Y.

Paula Poirier ‘97, married Brian Torkar on June 21, 1997.
Paula is employed at Manor Care Nursing Home,
Lancaster, Pa.

Paul Serbaniewicz ‘97, wed Heidi Hoeller on October
12, 1997. Paul is employed at Utica Corporation. The
couple lives in Oneida, N.Y.

If you have
a current
address,

phone number
or e-mail address
for any of these
alumni, please
send it along to
Tracy Pratt at:

prattt@sunyit.edu
or call

315 792-7113.

Where in the World are these Alumni?
Jill Hutchinson
Mary Ruth Inger
Joan Jecko
James M. Kobylak
Susan C. Krutz
Debra Mary Lagrand
Grace M. Lindblom
Ashok K. Malik
Linda M. Miazga
Richard J. Misterka
Uma D. Mohanka
Joseph A. Moro
Marybeth Mulvihill
Richard A. Myott Jr.
Donna R. Nelson
William R. Palmer
Ann M. Petronella
Nina M. Premo
Vincent R. Prendergast
Joseph R. Principe
Robert J. Quinn
Rick C. Raymond
Richard D. Riegler
Howard C. Rutz Jr.
Tullio Santarelli
Joseph F. Saraceno
Janet E. Seeber

Barbe A. Shepard
Beverly A. Sherwood
Michael T. Silliman
Ricky T. Smith
Gayle A. Spaulding
Philip A. Stocking
Heidi A. Sutton
Wendy M. Vrolyk
Richard S. Wright II

1983
Esther A. Adu
Agbon Paul Agbi
Mohammad Akram
Julius D. Amashin
Hadiza A. Audu
Nancy C. Bahl
Robert Bechtold
Paul E. Bender
Patricia M. Bialock
David R. Bodenstab
Linda L. Boyer
James A. Bronga
Frank J. Cassella
Kathleen M. Caulfield
Paul E. Clements
Cynthia L. Conkling

Abdulmalik Dawuda
Darlene V. Dunn
Elizabeth Duran
Victoria L. Ebersold
Bernard W. Eggleston
Suzanne M. Evans
Steven Farkas
Mark T. Farrell
Wendy A. Foss-Jeffreys
Susan C. Fox
William J. Furman
Leida Furmanski
Samuel Y. Gana
John J. Godlewski
Lynda J. Godlewski
Steven R. Gosnell
Diana M. Graham
Susan E. Grande-Beale
Leslie O. Havens
Deborah S. Hopps
Andrew P. Howansky
Mary E. Hughes
Carroll F. Huntington
Billie E. Keller
Mark C. Klossner
Alice E. Kolwaite
Kathy Rae Lamb

Laurie A. Leone
Deanna L. Luhmann
Laura A. Martin
Joseph E. Mead
Cynthia A. Meldrum
Roxann T. Moore
Nicholas J. Nurod
Ikem Donatus Nwabugwu
Colleen V. O’Brien
Dean A. Obernesser
Tadeusz S. Olewicz
Joe F. Poteat, Jr.
Edward P. Pritchard
Marie G. Remington
Eileen Reynolds
Rachel C. Ribis
Cameron M. Ricci
Anita K. Ricks
Alice Ridgway
Christopher Robertson
Suzanne M. Roth
Jesus R. Ruiz
Elizabeth R. Salvucci-Philipson
Eugenie K. Scagel
Karen A. Sellitti
Darlene Diane Shafran

Christine L. Siegenthaler
James M. Smith
Diane M. Snider
Evelyn J. Stenson
Caterina A. Sullivan
Joseph A. Szmul
Gary W. Taylor
Gregory S. Testa
Lorraine B. Thompson
Ronald A. Tompkins
Donna J. Tritten
David J. Urgo
Diane Varisco
Kevin P. Volk
Denise M. Vomer
Craig K. Waldron
Kim M. Wilbur
Michael W. Woodhouse
Randy S. Zornberg

1984
Jon Acea
Ray Altieri
Glenn A. Anderson
Charles J. Austin
Rafael E. Barros
Geoffrey T. Beach

Lloyd J. Belle
Raymond R. Bennett
Paul Norman Bernard
Theodore R. Betton
Richard W.Booth Jr.
Robert G. Bronson
Wendy Button
Regina A. Canning
Craig S. Capece
Karen L. Carrieri
Deborah P. Carroll
Michelle M. Catone
Anthony Joseph Cavotta
Guillermo J. Chang
Jin Chung
Vanessa C. Crapsi
Thomas P. Davis
Corinne A. Elmer
Jean M. Evans
David A. Flack
Roxanne Flint
Edward J. Flynn
Virginia A. Forkey
Lisa Goldstock
Christine L. Gracin
Karen A. Granitto

Vicki Lynn Greene
Joseph B. Gross
Hugh F. Grounds
Susan M. Haller-Dearmas
Judy A. Hamilton
Maryanne Hill
Kathleen E. Hourigan
Jon Hughes
Mary E. Kaye
Paul J. Kearney
Gregory A. Klumbach
Anamaria V. Labbruzzo
Pamela M. Landau
Katherine E. Lantry
Dale William Lastowicka
Helen L. Leet
Roland W. Leidy
William F. Lennon
Laura L. Makarchuk
Cynthia A. Manganaro
Sherry L. Maroni
Robin D. Marshall
Thomas P. McDaniel
Robert A. McLoughlin
Marlene T. McNaney
Saeed H. Mehraban

David R. Morrier
Anthony L. Morrison
Wesley G. Munson
Maryrose Palmieri
Susan J. Pastor
Thomas L. Patrick
David C. Pfau
Marvin A. Reaves
Jon R. Sanford
John A. Scaparo
Anne M. Shores
Kelley L. Shuman
Barbara J. Simonds
Richard M. Siringo
Terri L. Stanistreet
Allen F. Stewart
Jay E. Swab
Tiau K. Tan
Loisanne C. Ware
Sandra B. Whipple
Christina M. Williams
Robert J. Wilson
Michele G. Wittman
Kathryn F. Wulfers-Kroon
Kevin J. Young
Mark Zema
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Name ____________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Phone _________________________________  Class Year __________________

Employment Information

Company __________________________________________________________

Title _____________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Work Phone ________________________________________________________

■■  This is a promotion/new position, please announce.

■■ I would like to be a contact person for students interested in my field or company.
■■ I would like to be a contact person for:

■■  Alumni Career Network       ■■  Alumni Admissions Program

I am interested in the Alumni Chapter in my region:
■■ Albany ■■ Buffalo ■■ Binghamton ■■ Utica
■ ■ Syracuse ■■ New York City/Long Island ■■ Rochester
■■ Other

An idea or event I would like to see the alumni association pursue is:

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

■■ I would volunteer to help with such an activity.

Legacy Information
Please provide full name, address and relationship to an alumna/us who graduated from
SUNY Utica/Rome.

Name: ____________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________

Relationship to Alumna/us _____________________________________________

I would like to announce in the next alumni newsletter:

Engagement to: _________________________________  Date: ______________

Marriage to: ____________________________________  Date: ______________

Birth:  Name: ____________________________________ Date: ______________

Honors/Awards:

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Personal Note:

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Alumnigram
NEWS, NOTES & UPDATES

MEMBERSHIP FORM
Name ______________________________________________________

Social Security No. ________________________  Class Year ___________

Degree Program _______________________________________________

Home Address: _____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

 Home Phone:___________________________________

Work Address: _____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

 Work Phone: ___________________________________

Membership Dues: Fiscal Year Fiscal Year
1998–1999 2000–2001

Annual $ 20 $ 25
Triennial 50 64
Lifetime (payable in installments) 300 325

Membership:
■■ Lifetime ($300)
■■ 3-Year ($50 to 6/30/2001)
■■ 1-Year ($20 to 6/30/1999)

1Cost for computer privilege is additional.   2 Cost for athletic membership is additional.   3Costs may be associated with some services.

Member Benefits:
• Leadership Positions
• Library Privileges
• Computer account access1

• Athletic facilities use2

• Career Services support3

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

• VIP card for Red Roof Inns
• The Buyer's Edge – consumer buying service
• Hertz Rental Car discounts
• Discounted tickets to the Enchanted Forest Water Safari
• Social and special events discounts
• Cellular One discounted phone service


