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Student Leadership 
Might be Restricted 
Starting Fall 2020 

There have been rumors in certain circles which state that Fall 2020 will mark the beginning 
of a new policy enforcement that will have an immense impact on the students of SUNY Poly. 
These rumors state that our RAs will no longer be allowed to hold a position in the Student 
Government. To clear up concerns and get to the truth of the matter, I reached out to Student 
Government President Emma Vanderwerken. This was the result:

 “[The Student Government and ResLife] have a lot of overlap with student leaders, 
 which helps build a good relationship between RAs and SGU stipended members 

 naturally. Any chance to collaborate is good and RHA and SGU specifically has  
 been working for building a more cohesive relationship where we cross-program 
 and do stuff like that,” said President Vanderwerken in an interview. “Prior to this 

 year, SGU and RHA (the Residence Hall Association) didn’t have much collaboration 
 at all, so we’ve been working really hard to build that. Other than that, there isn’t 

 much relationship other than we have a lot of the same student leaders.” 

She explained that the rumored policy isn’t new, but rather a new enforcement of the old 
RA employment policy. Under the policy, an RA cannot hold a paying job that requires 
more than 9 hours of work per week. In previous years, this policy had barred RAs from 
holding part-time jobs. Now, it is being extended to include the Student Government. Since 
student senators and organization members receive a stipend at the end of each semester as 
compensation for their work, ResLife is classifying student government members as paid 

When I heard this, my first question was “Why?” From what Emma said earlier, it sounded to 
me like the RAs and the Student Government had a sustainable relationship. She explained,

 “My understanding is that there are concerns about student leaders spreading 
 themselves too thin in terms of obligations. There are instances where that hasn’t 
 worked out so well in the past, either people who take on strong leadership roles 
 struggle to fulfill their RA requirements or the other way around. It happens on 
 both sides, depending on where people put the majority of their energy. I think 

 that is what has caused this now, but as far as why Fall 2020, I’m not sure.” 

This change in policy enforcement will have massive effects on the student leaders of SUNY 
Poly. Not allowing RAs to be Student Government members would mean students are forced 
to chose between one of the two positions.

 Senator Ashton Walters stated, “I get $200 a semester. It’s nice, but 
 way less than I’d be saving if I were an RA.” President Vanderwerken 
 added,“We aren’t able to pay our members enough to make it worth 

 [free housing]. Not without grossly misallocating student funds.” 

She continued to explain that this policy enforcement will have huge impacts on the Student 
Government’s retention rate and the ability to recruit new members. The SGU now has a 
major concern about investing time and resources into training underclassmen only to lose 
them in their junior and senior years as they become RAs. One organization in particular is 
mostly comprised of RAs and will be very heavily impacted by this policy. 

Always the optimist, Emma went on to explain what the Student Government is trying to do 
in response to the new policy enforcement.

 “We’ve been looking at different solutions” she said. “One of the biggest ones is going 
 through our contracts and figuring out which positions actually work 9+ hours a week and 

 which ones don’t. Our hope is that, if we can define those in the contracts, saying something  
 like ‘this position won’t exceed more than 6 hours a week’ or whatever it is, then the people 

 who are RAs will still be able to hold those positions without conflict.” 

She also added that the Student Government is, now more than ever, actively looking to 
recruit new members to replace the people who will be lost to this policy. Emma ended our 
interview with the following plea:

 “If you are reading this and you’re a person who’s maybe interested in getting involved but 
 you feel like you might not be ready for a leadership role, an unintended byproduct of this 
 policy is that there will be a lot of vacancies and a lot of opportunities to jump right in and 
 get yourself acclimated to the organizations. I guess a positive spin when looking at this is 

 to see it as your opportunity to get involved.” 

I reached out to Jennifer Adams in the Office of Residential Life and Housing,
but she declined to be interviewed by The Factory Times on the subject. 

This article was written by Mark Yetter 
and designed anonymously
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Tips and Tricks for Taking 
an Online Class

Written By: Justin Savoy
Designed By: Kyle Frenette 

Online classes have become a popular alternative to traditional college lectures. The ability to take college wherever 
you go is particularly popular among older students that have additional responsibilities such as work, children etc. 
However, the ability to take classes online is just as marketable to younger students as it is for adult students. Taking 
an online class is a lot different from a traditional lecture. It requires extra work to make up for the 3-4 hours of missed 
class-time each week and the additional responsibilities of typical online classes can make it difficult to keep up with 
the material. However, these tips and tricks will ensure that you are 100% prepared to ace your online class(es) this 
semester!

  1.)   Try to do classwork on the 
         same day/time every week. 

One of the biggest issues that people encounter when taking 
an online class is the lack of a schedule. Oftentimes, students 
forget about their online homework because there are no 
lectures. It is very easy to forget about an online assignment 
without having a solid schedule. In order to fix this, students 
can pick a specific day of the week to do online homework. 
By doing this, the chances of forgetting an assignment are 
much lower. 

  2.)  Start your work at least 
         one week before it’s due.  

Time management is one of the most important skills that 
you can be applied towards an online class. A lot of students 
struggle with time management, but there is an easy way to 
stay on top of your work, especially for online classes. Starting 
your homework at least one week before it is due will lead 
to much better results. Sometimes, online classes will allow 
you to see all of the assignment for the entire semester. This 
makes it extremely easy to get ahead on your work so you 
can focus on other classes that may require daily/bi-weekly 
homework. 

  3.)  Read the textbook and/or class notes.

There are some students that take an online class in an 
attempt to avoid having to read the textbook. If anything, 
being in an online class will require much more reading than 
a traditional class with a lecture would. It is of the utmost 
importance that you fully understand the material, especially 
if you’re taking an online class as a prerequisite. Reading the 
textbook and/or class notes is the best way for you to learn in 
the absence of weekly lectures. 

  4.)  Log on to your class daily.

A lot of online classes require students to log in regularly. This 
is because the professor can post important announcements 
that pertain to homework, quizzes, projects, etc. You don’t 
have to do your work when you log in, but it would serve you 
well to make sure there aren’t any announcements or discus-
sion posts that you missed. 

  5.)  Find a place to do your work.

This tip mostly applies to students that solely take online 
classes. Finding a place where you can do your work will 
increase the chances of it being done well and on time. For 
online students, consider picking a room in your house that 
isn’t used often. If you can, try to get rid of any distractions 
that may be present in the room (TV, home phone, children, 
etc). The lack of distractions will make it much easier to focus 
on your work.

It can be difficult to split your time between online and traditional classes. The increased  amount of work for an online 
class can make it difficult to keep up with your other classes. Alas, the premise of extra work should not dissuade you 
from taking an online class. It can be very beneficial for students that have busy schedules, or are looking to reduce 
their time sitting through a lecture. Anybody and everybody has the potential to excel in an online class. If you follow 
these tips and tricks, you will be well on your way to passing your online class(es) with flying colors. 
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On November 20th, Tesla, Elon Musk’s automotive and energy company, 
held an event announcing its upcoming products. For those acquainted 
with Tesla and Elon Musk’s other corporate ventures, you probably 
know by now that he has a touch for being a bit... eccentric at times; like 
the time his company SpaceX sent a Tesla Roadster, worth $100K, into 
Earth’s orbit, making it the fastest car in human history... and then the 
rocket that took it there landed itself. Or, what about the time he sold 
20,000 “Not a Flamethrower” flamethrowers, just for the sake of a joke? 
Like him or not, Musk is an absolute mad lad, with the right combination 
of intelligence and recklessness to make him wildly entertaining to keep 
up with.

At 11PM, the event began and after a brief prologue with intense music 
and flashing lights, Elon took to the stage. Being slightly awkward as 
a presenter, he wasted little time in his introductory speech and got 
right into the matter at hand. After a quick look into how the design of 
pickup trucks have, for the past century, remained largely the same, and 
the need for clean, sustainable energy, Musk proposed the company’s 
solution.

“We need something different, and we need sustainable energy now. If 
we don’t have a pickup truck we can’t solve it. [The] number one selling 
vehicle in America, top three, are pickup trucks. To solve sustainable 
energy, we need a pickup truck. So, I present to you, the Cybertruck.”

With that, the word “CYBERTRUCK” was graffitied on the screen, and, 
with an assault of smoke, lasers, lights, and pyrotechnics, the new 
“Cybertruck” drove up the ramp onto the stage. All at once, the crowd 
erupted into cheers. It looked like something ripped straight out of Blade 
Runner, Back To The Future, or, funnily enough, Cyberpunk 2077, with 
its sharp, harsh angles and intimidating light bars in place of headlights. 
In truth, it didn’t even look like what one calls a “truck,” but more of a 
utility vehicle that never made it past the prototyping phase. It was edgy, 
tough, and dystopian all at once, and I must say I fell in love with the 
thing. Perhaps it was because it looked like an unrendered Warthog from 
Halo, but the vehicle made me feel - probably by design - like I was finally 
living in the future that had been written about over the past hundred 
years.

Once on stage, Musk discussed the specs of the truck, and had some live 
demos which have since made national news. Firstly, to test the truck’s 
exterior, an assistant came out with a sledgehammer and brought it, 
full force, to a traditional truck door, leaving a small dent behind. Then, 
in much the same way, the assistant lined himself up with the door of 
the Cybertruck, swung back the hammer, and smacked it into the door, 
leaving only a small scratch which he, jokingly, buffed out with his shirt. 
Then, Musk showed on-screen a test wherein a bullet was fired into the 
material making up the door, and the material from a normal truck door. 
The Cybertruck was, in essence, bulletproof.

Next, to show off the toughness of the glass (which isn’t really glass 
at all, but, apparently, transparent metal) Musk had assistants drop a 
small metal ball onto normal car window glass, which cracked instantly, 
and then onto a sheet of the Cybertruck’s glass, which reverberated but 
remained entirely intact. Where things went a bit sour, unfortunately, 
is when Elon had an assistant toss another ball at the Cybertruck’s side 
glass, which cracked into a spider web-like configuration. Being the agent 
of chaos that he is, Musk brushed it off, saying: “Well, maybe that was a 
little too hard.” In an effort to show that the break was a fluke, the test 
was repeated on the back window, which also cracked. “Ehh not bad...
room for improvement…” Musk then went on to show objects that they 
had previously thrown at the glass - wrenches, nails, even a literal kitchen 
sink - and it hadn’t cracked. Quickly moving on with the presentation, 
Elon went on discussing details for the truck, including the truck’s 
improved suspension, dimensions, towing capabilities, fuel economy, 
built-in self-driving capabilities, and the astonishingly low price tag of 
$39,900. At one point, the Cybertruck is shown having a tug-of-war with 
Ford’s F-150, and it won by a long shot.

So, that was the Cybertruck unveiling, and what a roller coaster it was. 
Even looking back now, as I feel after most events with Elon, I don’t even 
feel like it happened. On paper, even, the event just sounds like utter 
nonsense. But it is real: The Cybertruck is real, and it’s estimated to be 
released sometime in 2022. The future that we’ve always dreamed of, 
with clean energy and crazy, outlandish designs, is almost upon us, and I, 
for one, can’t wait.

Original Title Image Source: Original Title Image Source: 
https://www.reddit.com/r/teslamotors/comments/e13awi/80s_retro_cybertruck_art/https://www.reddit.com/r/teslamotors/comments/e13awi/80s_retro_cybertruck_art/
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The Sympathetic VillainsThe Sympathetic Villains

Written and Designed By:

 Kyle Frenette

In the realm of entertainment media, viewers and creators alike often pursue the 
“hero” trope, someone who embodies a strong sense of morality, someone who we 
can relate to and strive to be ourselves. While the hero characters are often very 
popular with audiences, who’s to say a villain can’t teach us a thing or two? 

Some of you may be confused by the statement, after all, aren’t villains supposed 
to show us who not to be, aren’t they supposed to portray an ideal or thought that 
society should rebel against? To that end, I say that while yes, villains can indeed 
possess some negative or downright despicable qualities,  they can also inherit 
emotions that we can sympathize with.   

Take the Ice King from Adventure Time for instance; in the show, he is often 
portrayed as a selfish being who captures princesses for his own interest and while 
that in of itself is horrendous, we later learn of his tragic backstory.  In the episode 
I Remember You, we learn that the Ice King used to be a beloved scientist named 
Simon Petrikov during the war. Throughout various scenes, we see that Simon cared 
for Marceline (a beloved character of the show) in her youth and vowed to protect 
her when no one else would.  In the episode, Simon ultimately discovers a magical 
crown that while giving him ice powers that help him protect Marceline ultimately 
corrupt him as he becomes an evil shell of his former self, he no longer remembers 
Marceline or any part of his previous life, which we see Marceline struggle to come 
to terms with through a rather heartbreaking song sequence.   

Though the Ice King will forever be characterized as the villain, later appearances 
by him lead the audience to develop complex feelings towards the character. While 
we see him as this entity who is consumed by greed and power, we also know he 
was an upstanding citizen, who sacrificed his sanity and former being into one 
he cared about and we sympathize with this as we know he has a character trait 
beyond his corruption.  

With certain villains or anti-heroes we often feel more sympathy towards them as 
we ultimately wish for them to redeem themselves or to become a source of good 
rather than evil because we see ourselves in them.  
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One of the most popular examples of this ideal is Dr. Heinz Doofenshmirtz.  
In the show Phineas and Ferb, audiences see the nefarious (but downright 
hilarious) Dr. D create various “inators” in order to help him take over the Tri-
State area. Now as a viewer, you would first think “why should I care about this 
guy who walks around dressed like a pharmacist?”  “just defeat him already”. 
While he does often get his comeuppance at the end of each episode, a great 
deal of attention is also highlighted towards his identity.  Dr. D may seem like a 
bad guy, but in reality he portrays the constant struggles that life can throw at 
you, he was shunned by his parents and family as a child, everyone constantly 
bullied and teased him, he struggles constantly with his own phobias and 
weaknesses, and throughout the series we are told (quite subtly in some cases) 
that he is a single, divorced parent with a teenage daughter (who he actually 
loves and cares for very much).

In the show, it seems like the world hates Dr. D, and yet, he only builds his 
inators to become recognized, to be loved by his family, and to earn some 
respect.  What I think Phineas and Ferb does very well is showing that Dr. D is 
not necessarily a “bad guy,” as he is often a very chill and loving family man 
outside of his various schemes. The way in which Dr. D wants to gain respect 
(through revenge) is shown to be the wrong path, as the times in which he 
wants to enact violence or rage is often met with consequences. This, as a 
result, teaches the viewer that people do make bad decisions but can also be 
shown a better way at handling their problems;  accordingly, Dr. D is shown 
a better path as he is shown to swear off evil and become a good guy in the 

Dr. D was a character who had faults but grew as the show progressed, and 
change is something we ultimately desire in ourselves; we often want to prove 
ourselves when we are put down, and yet change is an element which needs 
to be accomplished through positivity.  Dr. D showed us that people do want to 
change, they do want to prove themselves as people worth respect -  but
sometimes they need a push in a more enlightening direction and I believe
we can encourage each other to greater heights. 

Now some of you may say, ok people can change, but should they be given the 
chance to change? While this is a very complicated question, I believe that 
redemption is a case-by-case scenario, one where someone has to want to 
change and show commitment to that cause and I believe Wreck it Ralph is a 
prime example of a deserved redemption arc.   

In the film, Ralph is portrayed to be the villain in his video game, but he is only 
a villain in the game’s function and he is striving to be good when his game is 
not being played. Tired of being forced to be someone who he feels isn’t true,  
Ralph sets out to discover a game in which he can be a hero. Throughout the 
movie, we see that characters ultimately can’t leave their games, so it’s taught 
that what Ralph did was selfish on his part because he potentially pushed 
his game into deletion. However, while we see him struggle with his own 
weaknesses, such as his impatience or his recklessness, we also see Ralph 
constantly trying to be good, to earn his own medal (a symbol of a hero) all 
while helping little Vanelope win a race in her game when no one else believes 

By the end of the movie,  we have witnessed Ralph struggle to decide what 
is right (through plot and elements I don’t want to spoil) but he does end up 
embracing the fact that he has become a good guy in his own eyes. Ralph 
worked hard at changing who he is while also helping his new best friend, 
Vanelope find validation in herself and we as an audience are able to applaud 
and look up to him because he put forth the effort into his redemption.   

Generally, while entertainment media seems to focus heavily on the hero, the 
guy we’re supposed to root for, there are villains (or former villains) out there 
who we can sympathize with, who we are able to learn and share experiences 
with. By no means am I saying that you should blindly follow someone who is 
doing criminal acts, rather I am saying that you should judge a character on 
more of a basis than what the basic story tells you. As you watch, read, or 
encounter a villain out there, I hope there are some that you can genuinely 
appreciate for what they mean to you.  The world isn’t solely “black and white” 
or “good vs. evil”, everybody has the power to make a difference and that is a 
moral in which I hope we can teach ourselves as well.     
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Utica and Albany Life TransitionUtica and Albany Life Transition Written by Stephen Ojeda-Britez
Designed by Mark Yetter

Utica:

The Utica campus has a lot of opportunities available for the students. At Utica, you 
have the ability to play sports, join a club, join an organization. Also, you can join the 
student government which is available at the school. At Utica I was involved heavily 
in one organization which is AHAB (After Hours Activities Board) as a secretary 
during my senior year at the Utica campus.  I also was working for Evelyn Lester 
at the Disabilities Services office at the Utica library for my work-study. Working 
at AHAB there is a word up in the office which is Ohana, “Ohana means family. 
Family means nobody gets left behind or forgotten.” The word Ohana will always 
forever be in my heart with the friends I worked with at AHAB. I was studying 
mechanical engineering technology throughout my undergraduate year. I took a 
class on nanotechnology during my last semester of my undergraduate studies which 
introduced me a little bit on what is nanotechnology which sparked an interest in 
obtaining a masters degree at CNSE. The general life of being a student at Utica is 
completely normal because you have all of your basic services available to you, the 
library, the campus center, the health and wellness center, etc. The events at Utica also 
attracted lots of students and I also attended events on the campus throughout my 
life at Utica. I attended CAB (Campus Activities Board) whenever they had events 
throughout the week. CAB also held free night bowling on Thursdays nights which I 
would also attend. I also attended BLASU (Black Latino Asian Student Union) events. 
The one event that is enjoyable is Utica fashion shows. BLASU’s fashion shows have 
some kind of theme to it. The previous fashion show of last year was about colors. The 
Utica campus life is lively because you have the ability to do so much at that campus 
whether it is joining an organization, a club, contributing to a club or organization, 
and playing sports. There are always events going on throughout the week which is 
refreshing because you always have something fun to take your mind off of school. 
Transitioning to the Albany campus was interesting because I only visited the Albany 
campus three times during my undergrad life at Utica.

Albany:

The Albany campus was a massive transition. Some of your resources available here 
are very limited because most of the campus offices are physically in the Utica campus. 
Another difference is that there are very few events over here. Most of the events I 
would say are close-knit. An email is sent out through the email listserv to all the 
students. By accepting the email, it confirms that you will attend the event on the 
day it will happen. The only drawback of being here is I do not see many events that 
occur at this campus. I asked about attending events in Utica, and it is very difficult 
to convince people to join because you need a group to show interest to attend events 
at Utica. There is also a new partnership with UAlbany that occurred this academic 
year which allowed on campus CNSE students to live in University of Albany dorms. 
Essentially, this allowed us to use University of Albany services which include their 
purple bus, dining halls, health services, and counseling services. I had a conservation 
with someone at the Utica campus about holding events at the Albany campus, and 
someone had told me that yes people from Utica came to Albany to hold events about 
once a month.  With the lack of events though here at CNSE, many students cannot 
do much here and resort to attending UA events, local events at Albany, or resort to 
not doing any activities outside of schoolwork and research. Unlike Utica, CNSE does 
have a plethora of industry driven workshops, research symposiums, and IEEE events, 
which gives students the opportunity to network with professionals around the world.

This article was originally published by The CNSE Herald 
and has been printed as part of their collaboration with 
The Factory Times. To see the original article or more 

pieces like this, check out TheCNSEHerald.org
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Information

 Battlegrounds

Written By: Christopher Bovee de Soto
Designed By: Kyle Frenette

The failures in Iowa’s Democratic Primaries leave much to be desired when it comes to technology that would 
help us decide the next leader of the free world. The nuances of it all, failures on the front-end, but not on the 
back-end, are lost on the general public. The company reassures voters that it was the interface that failed to 
display the data correctly, not that the counts in the database themselves had failed. Nonetheless, in the last 
week paper ballots were counted and appear to be in line with the initial back-end counts from the software, 
yet Nevada cancelled their contract with the same vendor for the same mobile caucus tallying system. When 
systems fail, such as this mobile application, it can cost thousands of cumulative man-hours to compensate 
for the failure. The larger the system involved in the failure, that is the more data it digests for us, the greater 
the man-hours spent to recover from a technological failure. Imagine now, instead of a mere failure, the toll 
that’s taken when a system is purposefully targeted and successfully attacked.

The battlegrounds in the Information War are many, and diverse. Hackers can target modern day phones, tab-
lets, laptops, PCs, and even gaming consoles for exploitative purposes. That is to say, your computer and its 
internet connection are probably more useful as tools to attack others, or to relay spam messages, than for the 
data contained on it. Likewise, targets of hackers aren’t always the big databases full of private or financial in-
formation. Recently we can see instances of hackers going after social media and media outlets. In Lithuania, a 
local newspaper was compromised by hackers with misinformation that a United States military servicemem-
ber infected with the coronavirus had been deployed to their country. In the ten minutes the truly fake news 
was visible, not much happened. But in the investigation after the fact, the editor spoke about how this wasn’t 
the first time this sort of attack was attempted, but it was the first time one had succeeded.

We call this ten-minute fake news story an attack, but why? What would have happened if this story had 
stayed up, un-noticed? Had Tadas Širvinskas, the editor of the city of Kaunas’ daily paper, Kauno Diena, nev-
er taken it down, it surely would have caused a national panic in a country where the virus has yet to land. 
Kaunas is the second largest city in Lithuania, after its capital Vilnius; lending the eyes and minds of a wide 
readership to the periodical. This sort of attack was a misinformation campaign that was designed to injure 
Americans, either physically or by reputation, that are training Lithuanian troops, in harm’s way on behalf of 
the Lithuanian people as much as they are the American people. If this campaign had succeeded, it would have 
pitted Lithuanians against Americans in a theater already in unrest. 

I say then, we should be happy that the story was found, removed, and the root cause and mitigation are all 
being investigated. But don’t get too happy, because there’s always a new or as yet unknown security flaw, vul-
nerability, exploit, or default administrator password, that will expose a system to hackers and lend itself to 
misinformation campaigns. More good news though before I go: You don’t have to be the editor of a Lithuanian 
newspaper to stay vigilant when browsing through information battlegrounds. 
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